
1 
 
 
 
 

 
 
MINISTRY OF ECONOMY AND DEVELOPMENT 
GENERAL SECRETARIAT OF TRADE  Athens, January 17, 2017. 
AND CONSUMER PROTECTION Ref. No.: 5391 
GENERAL MARKET DIRECTORATE 
DIRECTORATE OF COMMERCIAL PROPERTY To: W.I.P.O. 
Section: B’ 
Information: P. Georgopoulou 
C.P. 101 81 Place de Kanning 
Tel.: 0030 210-38  93 395 
Fax: 0030 210-38 46 523 
Athens-GREECE 
e-mail :georgopoulou@gge.gr e-mail:sct.forum@wipo.int 

 
 
 
SUBJECT :  “SCT- Areas of Convergence for the protection of country names”. 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear Madam/Sir , 
 

In reply to WIPO document C.8607, we would like to inform you that according 

to Law No. 4072/2012 (Article 123(3)( a)), “Names of States are refused from 

registration as trademarks”. 

This prohibition includes in practice, not only the official or formal name, but also 

the common name, the translation, transliteration of that name, as well as the 

abbreviated name of the State. 

This national rule is clear and the practice of national examiners is coherent with 

it. 

Greece does not have a margin to apply a different practice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Director 
 
 
 

Theodoros PAPAGEORGIOU 
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