Dear Ms. Miyamoto,
Dear Sir or Madam,

Thank you very much for sending us Circular 8261.
Further to your request, we are pleased to provide the following information regarding Germany:

1. Exceptions and limitations to patent rights

Regarding Germany, the compilation about exceptions and limitations to patent rights on your webpage
(http://www.wipo.int/scp/en/exceptions/) is still up-to-date.

2. Quality of patents / work sharing programms

The German Patent and Trade Mark Office (DPMA) is currently invoived in 6 Patent Prosecution Highway
(PPH) pilot projects, namely with the Canadian, Chinese, Japanese, Korean, US and UK Offices. The
PPH is a tool created for the applicant by seeking to enhance the quality of work products and accelerate
the process of examination of patent applications. In short, the PPH enables an application whose claims
have been determined to be patentable by an office enrolied as partner office on a bilateral basis to
undergo an accelerated examination at the DPMA with a simple procedure according to a request from
the applicant (Sec. 1 of the guidelines, see link below). By utilising the work products of his partner patent
examiner whilst working at his own discretion the German patent examiner will be able to possibly both
enhance his quality of work and broaden the scope of his research.

For the guidelines and further information please see
hitp://www.dpma.de/english/patent/procedures/pph/index. htmi.

In addition the DPMA is enrolled in data exchange programmes with various countries.

3. Confidentiality of communications between clients and their patent advisors

All information contained in SCP/14/2, SCP/16/4 Rev., SCP/17/5 und SCP/18/6 regarding the legal
situation in Germany is still up-to-date.

4, Transfer of technology

The DPMA seeks to engage itself in the transfer of technology with certain national offices. It is currently
in the process of evaluating whether its national data base could be made available for restricted use
within a development context. However, there are various legal implications which need to be analyzed
first. Therefore, no specific examples can be provided as of now.

5. Certain aspects of national law

Regarding the compilation of certain aspects of national law (http://www.wipo.int/scp/en/annex ii.htmtb),
we suggest few minor changes concerning the legal situation in Germany. Please find attached two PDF
files in change mode (“Prior Art" in attachment 1, “Novelty” in attachment 2).

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions.

Yours sincerely,




Bettina Berner

Department for patent law
Federal Ministry of Justice
Mohrenstr. 37

D-10117 Berlin

Germany

Tel.: +49 30 18 580-9349
e-mail: berner-be@bmj.bund.de
www.bmj.bund.de
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