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Madam,
Sir,

This Circular is addressed to your Office in its capacity as receiving Office,
International Searching Authority, International Preliminary Examining
Authority and/or designated or elected Office under the Patent Cooperation
Treaty (PCT).  It is also addressed to certain non-governmental organizations and
PCT data subscribers.  It concerns proposed modifications to both the form and
format of the international publication of international applications and the
PCT Gazette.

International publication in electronic form of international applications filed
under the PCT, as of April 1, 2006

In accordance with Section 406(b) of the Administrative Instructions, as of
April 1, 2006, international publication of international applications filed under
the PCT and any republications of previously published international applications
will take place wholly in electronic form.  As of that date, it is planned that the
legal publication of international applications will be the electronic publication
only.  The electronic publication will be available, in several different electronic
formats, on the day of publication on the PatentScope Portal at the following
URL:  www.wipo.int/pctdb.

The International Bureau will continue its practice of publishing once a
week, usually on Thursdays.  As before, a time limit of 15 calendar days will be
required for completion of technical preparations for international publication.
Please refer to the attached screen shots (Annex I-A and I-B) for further details
of the form and format of international applications published electronically.
Annex I-A shows the entry page from which a search can be started in the

/...

./.



C. PCT 1062
               -76

2.

database of published international applications.  Searches may be made using
Boolean criteria on a range of bibliographic data elements or searching the full
text of the description and/or claims.  The browse function reproduces the
information from the current Sections I to III of the PCT Gazette in paper form.
Once a particular international application has been selected via the search or
browse functionality, the published international application is available for
viewing, printing and downloading under the “Documents” tab.  The formats
available include PDF, HTML and XML, as well as a ZIP file containing
bibliographical data in XML format and complete page images in TIFF format.
The HTML and XML formats contain search-quality OCR text of the description
and claims, which is created by converting the original published page images
into character format.  Declarations referred to in PCT Rule 4.17, as well as the
sequence listing part of the description, will be published with the international
application and made accessible for viewing, printing and downloading as
separate entries under the “Documents” tab (see Annex I-B).  The published
international applications will thereby be fully integrated into the revised
PCT Gazette (see below).

Back-up measures in the event of technical difficulties

In the unlikely event that the above indicated web site is not available for
technical reasons on the publication date, the International Bureau will publish
international applications electronically by making the published documents
available via FTP access at the same URL indicated above.

Publication of declarations filed under PCT Rule 4.17

Following the amendment of PCT Rule 48.2(a)(x), which will enter into
force on April 1, 2006, declarations filed under PCT Rule 4.17 will be contained
in the published international application.  It is planned that the front page of the
international publication of the international application will continue to refer to
declarations which have been timely filed under Rule 26ter.1.  As a consequence
of the modifications of Sections 211–215 and Annex D of the Administrative
Instructions (see Circular C. PCT 1056, dated January 18, 2006), the front page
of the international publication will no longer contain an indication of the
designations in respect of which each declaration was made.  For a further
illustration of the publication of declarations as of April 1, 2006, see the screen
shot in Annex I-B.
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Copy of the publication of the international application for the applicant

With effect from July 1, 2006, it is planned that the International Bureau
will no longer transmit a paper copy of the published international application to
the applicant.  It is planned instead that amended Form PCT/IB/311 will be sent
to the applicant on the date of publication, notifying the applicant that
international publication has taken place, of the international publication number,
and a reference to the PatentScope Portal where the published international
application can be searched, viewed and downloaded.  On request, the
International Bureau would send a paper copy of the published international
application, free-of-charge, to the applicant.  A copy of amended Form
PCT/IB/311 is attached (Annex II).

It should be noted that this change does not affect the current means of
communication of published international applications to national Offices and to
interested third parties.

PCT Gazette as of April 1, 2006

Following the amendments to PCT Rules 86.1 and 86.2 and Section 407 of
the Administrative Instructions, as of April 1, 2006, the PCT Gazette will no
longer be made available in paper form, but will be published wholly in
electronic form, on the international publication date on the PatentScope Portal at
the following URL:  www.wipo.int/pctdb.  The bilingual electronic PCT Gazette
will be available, as in the past, on the publication date.  The content of the
published data in the PCT Gazette will in principle remain unchanged.  Please
refer to the attached screen shots (Annexes I-A, III-A and III-B) for further
details of the form and format of the proposed PCT Gazette.  Weekly indexes can
be generated by publication number, application number, IPC classification and
applicant name.  The information in the “browse Gazette” function can be
ordered by publication number, application number, IPC classification or
applicant name.  Summary information about each published or re-published
international application is displayed in the “browse Gazette” function (see
Annex III-A).  Clicking on an entry in the “browse Gazette” function will display
the detailed information about a published international application including
latest bibliographic data and access to documents relating to the international
application.  Notices in respect of international applications, in particular such
notices from the current Section II of the PCT Gazette in paper form, will be
viewable under the “Notices” tab (see Annex III-B).  “Official Notices” (PCT
Gazette Section IV) will continue to be published as PDF files (see Annex I-A).
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For a transitional period (until June 30, 2006), the International Bureau
plans to retain, in PDF format, the current format of the PCT Gazette on the
PatentScope Portal.

The International Bureau welcomes comments, if any, preferably by e-mail
to pct.legal@wipo.int or by fax to (+41 22) 910 00 30.

Sincerely yours,

Francis Gurry
Deputy Director General

Enclosures:  Annex I-A/B – Sample screen shots of electronically published
international applications

Annex II – Modified Form PCT/IB/311

Annex III-A/B – Sample screen shots of PCT Gazette
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Applicant

The International Bureau of WIPO
34, chemin des Colombettes
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland

Authorized officer

Facsimile No.  +41 22 338 82 70 Telephone No.  +41 22 338 XX XX

Form PCT/IB/311  (Draft for consultation – April 2006)

PATENT COOPERATION TREATY

To:PCT
From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU

Applicant’s or agent’s file reference

The applicant is hereby notified that the International Bureau:

has published the above-indicated international application on ________________________________________________
under No. WO/ ______________________________________________

has republished the above-indicated international application on _______________________________________________
under No. WO/ _______________________________________________
For an explanation as to the reason for this republication of the international application, reference is made to INID codes (15),
(48) or (88) (as the case may be) on the front page of the published international application.

– A copy of the international application is available for viewing and downloading on WIPO’s web site at the following
address:  www.wipo.int/pctdb (under “Query” enter the PCT or WO number).

– The applicant may also request a paper copy of the published international application from the International Bureau in
writing from pct.published@wipo.int or the contact details provided below.

Date of mailing
(day/month/year)

NOTIFICATION CONCERNING
AVAILABILITY OF THE PUBLICATION

OF THE INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION

IMPORTANT NOTICE

International application No. International filing date (day/month/year) Priority date (day/month/year)

Annex II to Circular C. PCT 1062

[Annex III-A follows]

Standart User
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[End of Annex III]
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