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OBJECTIVE

Citation Practices taskforce
>> Clarify the different practices by 

industrial property offices regarding the 
difficulties in citing specific parts of the 
description of the invention text, in a 
patent document.  



ST36 task force meeting
Geneva – October 22, 2007 
Mary.Bonsell@wipo.int

BACKGROUND – LOCATION OF CITATION REFERENCES EXAMPLES

>> Patent 
descriptions

>> Search Reports

>> Bibliographic data on some Patent 
Office websites and documents
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BACKGROUND – CHANGING PUBLICATION PRACTICES

>> Publication procedures have changed over recent years

>> Multiple renderings formats: xml, pdf, tif…
>> Multiple locations of single patent document: 
eg: WIPO + EP + commercial providers + internal
>> Have extra visible publication tags been added?
>> Which rendering did the examiner mean?
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BACKGROUND – TYPES OF CITATION REFERENCES

>> Backwards Citations, Forwards Citations
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BACKGROUND – CITABLE COMPONENTS

>> How do examiners describe relevant parts of a cited document 
in a search report?

- Page-based components: 
page, column, line…

- Paragraphs (electronic filings)
- Patent description parts: 
claims, embodiments, examples

- Unique references: XP, DOI…
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BACKGROUND – AMENDED PARAGRAPHS

>> How are the paragraph numbers of an amended xml filed 
patent application treated?

- Branched numbering: 
paragraph [0545] split into [0545.1] and [0545.2]

- Paragraph renumbering: 
paragraph [0545] split into [0545] and [0546]
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CONSIDERATIONS FOR THE ST36 TASK FORCE

>> Are guidelines for numbering patent components 
associated with electronically filed applications clear?
- consistency across renderings e.g. paragraph numbering same in 

pdf or html, on any site

>> How can long paragraphs be avoided?
- sentence numbering, sub paragraph numbering, xml text editor 

warnings

>> How can non-text elements be optimally tagged?
- chemical formula, tables, gene sequences

>> Should further elements be defined in ST.36?
- examples
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MAIN DOCUMENTS

>> Relevant documents
– Proposals for Citation Practices (para. 5)
– Observations, Comments, Conclusions
– Cited references in European patent documents 

>> Affected documents
– ST. 14 – Inclusion of References Cited in Patent 

Documents
– ST. 36 – Processing of Patent Information using XML 
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