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ANNEX II
Proposals for Citation Practices by Patent Offices
1. It is proposed that the summarized results
 from the survey questionnaire Circular C.SCIT 2605 be published in the WIPO handbook.  
2. It is proposed to conduct a further survey to update and discover information useful for the future creation and use in citation references including:
2.1. determination of progress and changes made since the previous survey questionnaire Circular C.SCIT 2605 (conducted more than three years ago),
2.2. to what extent ST.36 tags are currently used by applicants and Offices to code information within XML applications and search reports,
2.3. the experience of Offices (particularly those who have already implemented electronic publication) with regard to the costs and implications of paragraph numbering during the filing and publication process,  
2.4. how each jurisdiction handles publicly available citation references (with respect to paragraphs 7 to 11 of ST.14), citing references, as well as any legal or technical constraints relating to the publication of citation references including:
2.4.a. where (or if) one can find citations in documents published by an Office,

2.4.b. legal or technical constraints in indicating citation references,

2.4.c. how (or if) reference to citing documents are made,

2.4.d. volumes of different types of citations that are made,

2.4.e. how background art references are treated,

2.4.f. practices relating to citing page-based and machine-readable documents,

2.4.g. value of using document structure headings (and how used) in citation references,

2.4.h. preferences for citing amended documents, particularly where multiple paragraphs have replaced one paragraph,

2.4.i. preferences regarding citation references providing accessibility information such as Document Object Information (DOI), URL’s, or publisher unique ID’s. 

3. It is proposed to redefine “Citation”
 in the WIPO Glossary of Terms in Part 8 of the WIPO Handbook to take into account the possible electronic nature of a citation reference.  
4. it is proposed to review and update ST.14
 to include the following changes:

4.1. where multiple file formats of the same cited patent document exist (e.g. XML and PDF), it is the page numbers (or other indications) typed on the “legal version”
 of the published document that should be cited, for authenticity, consistency, and the availability of location indicators
.  
4.2. where multiple renderings  of the same document exist, and if confusion is likely to occur, extra information such as a specific URL, an indication of the file format of the document (e.g. PDF), and the type of medium (e.g. [online])3 should be included in the citation reference5.   
4.3. include further guidelines and exemplary detail3 to precisely and uniquely identify the location of material within the cited patent document
:  

4.3.a. to use paragraph numbers (or other electronic filing identifiers) available in the cited document, or

4.3.b. if there are no paragraph numbers, to use page and line numbers (or other page-based identifiers) if available, or

4.3.c. if material within a long paragraph is being cited and only paragraph numbers are available then to use paragraph numbers and quoted text from within the paragraph(s), or

4.3.d. if no page-based or paragraph identifiers are available, then to use headings within the document structure and quoted text from the paragraph(s);
4.4. to include further guidelines and exemplary detail3 for including a stable unique reference number within cited non-patent literature;

4.5. to remove the reference to Category “D” in paragraph 14(b).  It no longer appears to be used in search reports or referred to search guidelines.
5. To assist in the provision of uniform and reliable methods of referring to parts of patent documents, while not imposing undue burden on offices and applicants, the following should be brought to the attention of the ST.36 taskforce for their consideration:
5.1. the ST.36 taskforce should note the importance of consistency of numbering (identifying) parts of a patent document filed in fully electronic form so that such numbers can be referred to easily during the creation of citation references at a later stage
,
5.2. the ST.36 taskforce should note the importance of minimizing long paragraphs (over 30 lines, or 250 words, or 1700 characters) when creating or amending patent documents to avoid problems (later) when material contained in long paragraphs is being cited
.  The ST.36 taskforce should consider including within the framework of ST.36:

5.2.a. a recommendation that XML text editors create a warning message alerting the user (when a certain number of lines, words, or characters have been typed within a paragraph) that they are creating a long paragraph and recommending to the user to break up the paragraph, 

5.2.b. allowing sub-paragraph numbering within text editors, and
5.2.c. allowing sentence numbering and sentence numbering within paragraphs to accommodate Offices who wish to practice sentence numbering;   
5.3. noting the intention of some Offices to count various parts of the document such as gene sequences and computer programs1 the ST.36 task force could review
 the following:
5.3.a. the elements “maths” and “chemistry” should become current, instead of being reserved for future use,

5.3.b. consider if further clarification is required to identify gene sequence lists, particularly when image content is defined as “dna” or the data is tagged as the element “bio-deposit” or “sequence-list”
;
5.4. review and suggest further document structure elements such as “Examples” (found predominantly in chemical patent applications) that would aid the creation of citation references that could be included as further tags
 associated with ST.366.

[Annex III follows]

� as presented in Annex I: Citation Practices by Patent Offices


� as presented in Annex V: Draft Definition of Citation.     


� as presented in Annex VI: Draft Standard ST.14 paragraph 12 and 13


� Typically the legal version is the image page-based version of the document.  


� Refer to the section Multiple Document Formats in Annex III: Observations, Comments, and Conclusions for more detail.


� Refer to the section Descriptive Elements in Patent Document in Annex III: Observations, Comments, and Conclusions for more detail.


� Refer to Automated or Manual Paragraph Numbering in Annex III: Observations, Comments, and Conclusions for more detail.


� Refer to the sections Amended paragraphs and Long paragraphs (in Annex III: Observations, Comments, and Conclusions) for more detail.


� Refer to the section Tagging non-textual parts of a Patent Document (e.g. Images) in Annex III: Observations, Comments, and Conclusions for more detail.


� in at least � HYPERLINK "http://www.wipo.int/pct-safe/epct/schemaDocs/1.5/wo-published-application-v1-5_dtd/index.html" \l "ELEMENT_sequence-list" ��wo-published-application-v1-5.dtd�


� Annex VII presents a selection of �HYPERLINK "http://www.wipo.int/pct-safe/epct/xml_canon.htm"��International Common Elements� associated with ST.36.
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