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Cybersquatting Challenging Court System

• Not each infringing domain name is worth 
litigation cost

• That cost is increased by the frequently foreign 
seat of domain name holder

• Low domain name registration threshold (low 
fees, no check of registrant data, transferability) 
complicates enforcement

• Application of trademark protection norms may 
differ 

• Court system developing expertise for this type 
of dispute
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The UDRP Alternative

• May 1997:  gTLD-MoU issued by IAHC 

• June 1998:  USG White Paper

• April 1999:  Final Report of the First WIPO Internet 
Domain Name Process

• October 1999:  Adoption by ICANN of UDRP

• December 1999:  Entry into force of UDRP
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UDRP Design Elements (I)

• Uniform application
• Claimant pays
• Lump sum fees
• ’Bright-line’ criteria
• Criteria examples
• Fixed timelines
• No hearings
• One round of pleadings in principle
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UDRP Design Elements (II)

• Submission word limits
• Online communication
• Posted decisions
• Specified remedies
• No damages
• Built-in enforcement
• Subject to court option
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WIPO Model Complaint
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WIPO Panelists
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WIPO Daily Decision Mailing List
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WIPO Legal Index of WIPO Panel Decisions
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From the 1st WIPO UDRP-based Case …
(worldwrestlingfederation.com)
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… to the 16,000th

(metsuki.com)
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Total Number of WIPO Cases per Year
(as at October 7, 2009)
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Areas of WIPO Complainant Activity 

Banking and Finance, 9.29%

Internet and IT, 8.59%

Retail, 8.23%

Food, Beverages and 
Restaurants, 7.12%

Entertainment, 6.54%Media and Publishing, 6.28%

Fashion, 6.15%

Other, 5.76%

Hotels and Travel, 5.56%

Telecom, 4.68%

Automobiles, 4.38%

Biotechnology and 
Pharmaceuticals, 9.66%

Luxury Items, 1.74%Sports, 2.39%
Insurance, 1.67%

Electronics, 4.30%

Heavy Industry and Machinery, 
4.06%

Transportation, 3.61%
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Top 25 WIPO Complainant Country Filing
Country Number of Cases Percentage of Cases
United States of America 6924 42.72%
France 1769 10.91%
United Kingdom 1228 7.58%
Germany 937 5.78%
Switzerland 827 5.10%
Spain 739 4.56%
Italy 523 3.23%
Canada 329 2.03%
Netherlands 323 1.99%
Australia 286 1.76%
Sweden 238 1.47%
Denmark 184 1.14%
Japan 183 1.13%
India 168 1.04%
Brazil 141 0.87%
Austria 127 0.78%
Mexico 116 0.72%
Turkey 113 0.70%
Finland 92 0.57%
Monaco 76 0.47%
Belgium 71 0.44%
China 71 0.44%
Republic of Korea 68 0.42%
Ireland 61 0.38%
Singapore 48 0.30%
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Top 25 WIPO Respondent Country Filing
Country Number of Cases Percentage of Cases
United States of America 6332 39.07%
United Kingdom 1358 8.38%
China 831 5.13%
Canada 760 4.69%
Spain 732 4.52%
Republic of Korea 623 3.84%
France 525 3.24%
Australia 379 2.34%
Netherlands 280 1.73%
India 257 1.59%
Germany 251 1.55%
Italy 234 1.44%
Russian Federation 233 1.44%
Switzerland 229 1.41%
Panama 185 1.14%
Bahamas 168 1.04%
Turkey 159 0.98%
Mexico 140 0.86%
Saint Kitts and Nevis 123 0.76%
Japan 107 0.66%
Sweden 107 0.66%
Belize 87 0.54%
Ireland 85 0.52%
Kenya 81 0.50%
Israel 80 0.49%
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gTLDs in WIPO Cases

gTLDs Number of Domain Names Percentage
.com 21059 78.38%
.net 2762 10.28%
.org 1624 6.04%
.info 829 3.09%
.biz 378 1.41%
.mobi 152 0.57%
.name 22 0.08%
.travel 12 0.04%
.pro 11 0.04%
.asia 8 0.03%
.tel 5 0.02%
.cat 4 0.01%
.aero 1 0.00%
.edu 1 0.00%



22

Theme 1.1    2009 WIPO Conference: 10 Years UDRP – What’s Next? 

Domain Name Scripts in WIPO Cases

Character Set Percentage of Domain Names
ASCII (English) 99.57%
German 0.13%
Chinese 0.07%
French 0.07%
Japanese 0.05%
Korean 0.05%
Spanish 0.04%
Hebrew 0.01%
Danish 0.01%
Norwegian 0.01%
Swedish 0.01%
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WIPO Case Languages Used
Case Language Number of Cases Percentage of Cases
English 14511 89.53%
Spanish 610 3.76%
French 425 2.62%
Korean 230 1.42%
German 187 1.15%
Dutch 93 0.57%
Chinese 71 0.44%
Italian 28 0.17%
Japanese 19 0.12%
Russian 10 0.06%
Portuguese 6 0.04%
Romanian 6 0.04%
Danish 3 0.02%
Swedish 3 0.02%
Hebrew 1 0.01%
Norwegian 1 0.01%
Turkish 1 0.01%
Total: 16205
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450 WIPO Panelists Appointed since 1999
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WIPO Case Outcome

150, 1%

10190, 84%

1801, 15%

Cancellation
Transfer
Complaint denied
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The Challenge for the UDRP

• Balancing fairness and efficiency

• In a rapidly evolving environment
Technological
Economic
Normative

• Requiring progressive custodianship in practice, 
precedent and policy:  WIPO and its panelists
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The Road Ahead
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Recently Added
WIPO Legal Index Categories (1)

• Parking/landing pages
• Tarnishment
• Use of robots.txt
• Addition of domain names
• On-line archives
• Consent to transfer
• Registrar Issues
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Recently Added
WIPO Legal Index Categories (2)

• Use of dictionary term
• Use of privacy service
• Automated registration
• Advertising revenue arrangements
• Unauthorized acquisition of domain name
• Privacy
• Delay in bringing Complaint
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Total Domain Name Registrations
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Some WIPO Ideas on 
Future WIPO UDRP Directions (1)

• Opportunity for future complainant to complete
online form indicating preliminary intent to file case 
(possibly subject to (partial) advance of filing fee) 

Permits respondent, if so inclined: 
To indicate agreement to transfer of domain name (e.g. on 
certified check-box basis), or 

To indicate intent to file a formal response (before or 
during standard response filing period) (e.g. on a certified
check-box basis)

Permits Center effort, where registration is under privacy
shield, to obtain and convey underlying registrant 
information, allowing the latter to be addressed as the 
respondent in any actual complaint to be filed
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Some WIPO Ideas on 
Future WIPO UDRP Directions (2)

• In principle unless a serious response filing intent has 
already been indicated:  abbreviated filing of form
complaint, with a possible further round of party filing
in case of a response (subject to panel discretion)  

2009 WIPO respondent default rate:
80% of filed cases

72% of decided cases

• eUDRP:  no more paper pleadings, only a paper 
notification document (“Written Notice”)

• Summary decisions in default cases, provided prima 
facie obviously qualifying facts;  always subject to the 
UDRP court option


