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OBTAINING PATENT
PROTECTION IN THE HONG
KONG SPECIAL ADMINIS-
TRATIVE REGION OF THE
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF
CHINA
On 22 December 1997, the
Government of the People’s
Republic of China informed the
Director General of WIPO,
further to its earlier note (see
PCT Newsletter No. 07/1997),
as follows:

“Where an applicant makes
an international application
under the PCT designating
China for a patent for an
invention or a utility model,
such an application may also
seek protection of a standard
patent or a short-term patent
from the Patents Registry,
Intellectual Property Depart-
ment of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Re-
gion (HKSAR). This is, how-
ever, subject to the following
conditions:

“1. Before protection is
sought in HKSAR, the inter-
national application must
have validly entered its
national phase before the
Chinese Patent Office.

“2. If an applicant seeks
protection of a standard
patent in the HKSAR, he
should complete the follow-
ing procedures:

“(1)  Request the Patents
Registry, Intellectual Prop-
erty Department of the
HKSAR to record his applica-
tion within six months after
the date of issuance of the
National Application Notifica-
tion by the Chinese Patent
Office in cases where the
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application is published by the
International Bureau in the
Chinese language; or within
six months after the date of
publication of the application
by the Chinese Patent Office
in cases where the interna-
tional publication is in a
language other than Chinese.
This procedure applies to
applications where the date
of issuance of the National
Application Notification or
date of publication was on or
after 27 June 1997.
“(2)  After the Chinese Patent
Office has granted a patent,
request the Patents Registry,
Intellectual Property Depart-
ment of the HKSAR to regis-
ter and grant a standard
patent within six months
after the date of grant by the
Chinese Patent Office; or
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from 1 January 1998, in Swiss francs and,
for residents of the United States of
America only, in US dollars. The lists also
give details of how to order PCT publica-
tions. Note that the subscription price for
the bilingual PCT Gazette in paper form (see
below) has been reduced. The new price
applies as of 1 January 1998.

PCT GAZETTE

PCT Gazette in new formats

As indicated in PCT Newsletters
Nos. 10/1997 and 12/1997, the PCT Ga-
zette will, in the near future, be available in
bilingual (English/French) paper form and in
electronic form (in English and French). The
PCT Gazette will continue to be published in
its present format until such time as the
new paper and electronic forms are imple-
mented. Subscribers to the PCT Gazette will
be informed when the new formats become
available.

PCT Gazette special issues

Orders for the special issues mentioned
below should be addressed to the Informa-
tion Products Section (formerly the Publica-
tions Sales and Distribution Section) at
WIPO:

fax:  (41–22) 740 18 12
e-mail: publications.mail@wipo.int
mailing address: see address indicated

on cover page

The price per special issue is 18 Swiss
francs (or by airmail: 24 Swiss francs in
Europe and 31 Swiss francs outside Europe)
or, for residents of the United States of
America, 15 US dollars (or by airmail: 26 US
dollars).

(1)  Agreements relating to International
Searching and Preliminary Examining
Authorities

A special issue of the PCT Gazette was
published on 24 December 1997 (No. 56/1997)
containing the texts of the 10 Agreements
recently concluded, under PCT Articles 16(3)(b)
and 32(3), with the International Bureau of
WIPO in respect of the functioning of the
following Offices as International Searching
and Preliminary Examining Authorities:

within six months after the date of publi-
cation of the request to record by the
Patents Registry, Intellectual Property
Department of the HKSAR, whichever is
the later.
“(3)  If the applicant seeks protection of a
short-term patent in the HKSAR, he
should file an application for grant of a
short-term patent with the Patents Regis-
try, Intellectual Property Department of
the HKSAR within six months after the
date of entry of the application into the
national phase of China; or within six
months after the date of issuance of the
National Application Notification by the
Chinese Patent Office. This procedure
applies to applications where the date of
entry into the national phase or date of
issuance of the National Application
Notification was on or after 1 July
1997”.

Further details regarding the procedure to be
followed for obtaining patent protection in
HKSAR are included in the January 1998
update sheets to the PCT Applicant’s Guide,
Vol. II/A, National Chapter (CN).

PCT PUBLICATIONS

1998 prices
Included as inserts in this issue are the 1998
price lists for PCT publications, applicable

[continued from cover page]
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There has been a change in the types of
protection available in Belarus via the PCT,
as follows:

national: patents, utility models

Eurasian: patents
There has been a change in the amounts of
the following fee payable to the Belarus
Patent Office as receiving Office:

fee for priority
document: equivalent in BYR of

USD 20
plus, per sheet USD 0.10

(Updating of PCT Applicant’s Guide, Vol. I/A,
Annex B1 (BY), and Vol. I/B, Annex C (BY))

CH  Switzerland (fees)
There has been a change concerning the
annual fees, payable to the Swiss Federal
Intellectual Property Institute as designated
and elected Office, which will no longer be
payable for the third and fourth years after
filing, as follows:

annual fee as from the
fifth year: CHF 530

(Updating of PCT Applicant’s Guide, Vol. II/A,
National Chapter, Summary (CH))

GH  Ghana (competent International
Searching and Preliminary Examining
Authorities)

The Registrar General’s Department of
Ghana, in its capacity as receiving Office,
has specified the Swedish Patent Office, in
addition to the Australian Patent Office, the
Austrian Patent Office, the Chinese Patent
Office and the European Patent Office as a
competent International Searching and
Preliminary Examining Authority. (The Euro-
pean Patent Office is a competent Interna-
tional Preliminary Examining Authority only
for international applications for which the
Austrian Patent Office, the European Patent
Office or the Swedish Patent Office has
established the international search report.)

(Updating of PCT Applicant’s Guide, Vol. I/B,
Annex C (GH))

ID  Indonesia  (general information;
competent International Searching and
Preliminary Examining Authorities; fees)

General information about Indonesia as a
Contracting State, information of interest if

Australian Patent Office
Austrian Patent Office
Chinese Patent Office
European Patent Office
Japanese Patent Office
Korean Industrial Property Office
Russian Agency for Patents and Trade-

marks
Swedish Patent and Registration Office
United States Patent and Trademark

Office

and in respect of the functioning of the
Spanish Patent and Trademark Office as an
International Searching Authority.

(2)  General information on Contracting
States, national and regional Offices and
International Authorities

Consolidated general information relating to
PCT Contracting States, national and re-
gional Offices and International Authorities
under the PCT was published in a special
issue of the PCT Gazette on 8 January 1998
(No. S-01/1998 (E) and (F)). It replaces the
previous special issue containing consoli-
dated general information, published on
3 July 1997 (No. 28/1997).

PCT INFORMATION UPDATE

(1)  Changes which are also reflected in the
January 1998 update sheets for the
PCT Applicant’s Guide:

AP  African Regional Industrial Property
Organization (ARIPO) (means of filing
documents)

ARIPO has clarified that, where a document
which may be transmitted by fax is so
transmitted, the original of the document
must be furnished, in all cases, within
60 days from the date of transmission.
(Updating of PCT Applicant’s Guide, Vol. I/A,
Annex B2 (AP))

BY  Belarus (telephone and fax numbers;
types of protection; fees)

The telephone and fax numbers of the
Belarus Patent Office have changed, as
follows:

telephone: (375–172) 68 50 53

fax: (375–172) 68 41 30
(375–172) 32 75 77
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Indonesia is designated (or elected), informa-
tion on the Directorate General of Copy-
rights, Patents and Trademarks of Indonesia
as receiving Office and a summary of re-
quirements for entry into the national phase
in Indonesia is included in the January 1998
set of update sheets for the PCT Applicant’s
Guide which will be sent to subscribers to
the Guide shortly.

The Directorate General of Copyrights,
Patents and Trademarks of Indonesia, in its
capacity as receiving Office, has specified
the Australian Patent Office, the European
Patent Office and the Russian Patent Office
as competent International Searching and
Preliminary Examining Authorities. (The
European Patent Office is a competent
International Preliminary Examining Authority
only for international applications for which
the European Patent Office has established
the international search report.)

The amounts of the following fees, payable
to the Directorate General of Copyrights,
Patents and Trademarks of Indonesia as
receiving Office, have been established:

transmittal fee, basic fee, supplement per
sheet over 30 and designation fee: see
Table I(a)

IL  Israel (fees)

The amounts of the following fees, payable
to the Israel Patent Office as receiving
Office, have changed:

transmittal fee: see Table I(a)

fee for priority
document: ILS 33
plus, per page: ILS 2.30

The amount of the following fee, payable to
that Office as designated and elected Office,
has changed:

national filing fee: ILS 763

(Updating of PCT Applicant’s Guide, Vol. I/B,
Annex C (IL) and Vol. II/B, National Chapter,
Summary (IL))

JP  Japan (special requirements for entry
into the national phase)

Some of the special requirements for entry
into the national phase before the Japanese
Patent Office have changed, as follows:

– when the applicant is a legal entity,
indication of the name of an officer
representing that entity (the indication of
such a name is not required where the
legal entity is represented by a patent
attorney);

– where the person, the name or the
residence of the applicant is changed
during the international phase and the
change has not been reflected in the PCT
pamphlet or in a Notification of the Re-
cording of a Change (Form PCT/IB/306),
a statement indicating the change (prefer-
ably on a special request form) and, in
case of a change in the person of the
applicant, a document evidencing the
change.

The other special requirements remain
unchanged.

(Updating of PCT Applicant’s Guide, Vol. II/B,
National Chapter, Summary (JP))

KR  Republic of Korea (fees)

There has been a change in the equivalent
amounts of the following fees payable to the
Korean Industrial Property Office as receiv-
ing Office:

basic fee, supplement per sheet over 30
and designation fee: see Table I(a)

The new amounts supersede the amounts
announced in PCT Newsletter No. 11/1997,
which were to take effect on the same date.

(Updating of PCT Applicant’s Guide, Vol. I/B,
Annex C (KR))

RU  Russian Federation (requirements
concerning nucleotide and/or amino acid
sequence listings)

The requirements of the Russian Patent
Office as International Searching Authority
concerning the presentation of sequence
listings under PCT Rule 13ter.1 have
changed, as follows:

requirements concerning nucleotide
and/or amino acid sequence listings:

machine readable form required

(Updating of PCT Applicant’s Guide, Vol. I/B,
Annex D (RU))
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ZW  Zimbabwe  (general information;
competent International Searching and
Preliminary Examining Authorities; fees)

General information about Zimbabwe as a
Contracting State, information of interest if
Zimbabwe is designated (or elected), infor-
mation on the Zimbabwe Patent Office as
receiving Office and a summary of require-
ments for entry into the national phase in
Zimbabwe are included in the January 1998
set of update sheets for the PCT Applicant’s
Guide which will be sent to subscribers to
the Guide shortly.

The Zimbabwe Patent Office, in its capacity
as receiving Office, has specified the Austra-
lian Patent Office, the Austrian Patent
Office, the European Patent Office and the
Russian Patent Office as competent Interna-
tional Searching and Preliminary Examining
Authorities. (The European Patent Office is a
competent International Preliminary Examin-
ing Authority only for international applica-
tions for which the Austrian Patent Office or
the European Patent Office has established
the international search report.)

The amounts of the following fees, payable
Zimbabwe Patent Office as receiving Office,
have been established:

transmittal fee, basic fee, supplement per
sheet over 30 and designation fee: see
Table I(a)

Search fee (Australian Patent Office,
Austrian Patent Office, European Patent
Office and Japanese Patent Office)

The equivalent amounts payable in KRW for
international searches carried out by the
Australian Patent Office, the Austrian Patent
Office and the Japanese Patent Office have
changed, as indicated in Table I(b).

As from 5 January 1998, there will be a
change in the equivalent amounts payable in
CHF, FIM, GBP and SEK for an international
search carried out by the European Patent
Office, as indicated in Table I(b).

(Updating of PCT Applicant’s Guide, Vol. I/B,
Annex D (AT, AU, EP and JP))

Preliminary examination fee (European
Patent Office)

As from 5 January 1998, there will be a
change in the equivalent amounts payable in

CHF, FIM, GBP and SEK for an international
preliminary examination carried out by the
European Patent Office, as reflected in
Table II.

(Updating of PCT Applicant’s Guide, Vol. I/B,
Annex E (EP))

Fees relating to international search and
preliminary examination (Russian Patent
Office)

The fees payable for an additional search
and, where the international search report
was established by another International
Searching Authority, for an additional pre-
liminary examination, carried out by the
Russian Patent Office, have changed, as
follows:

additional search fee: USD 300

additional preliminary
examination fee:

where the international
search report was pre-
pared by:
the Russian
Patent Office: USD 200
another International
Searching Authority: USD 300

(Updating of PCT Applicant’s Guide, Vol. I/B,
Annexes D (RU) and E (RU))

(2)  Changes which are not reflected in the
January 1998 update sheets for the PCT
Applicant’s Guide:

Search fee (European Patent Office)

As from 15 February 1998, there will be a
change in the equivalent amount payable in
SGD for an international search carried out
by the European Patent Office, as indicated
in Table I(b).

(Updating of PCT Applicant’s Guide, Vol. I/B,
Annex D (EP))

PCT APPLICANTS GUIDE UPDATE
SHEETS

The next half-yearly set of update sheets for
the PCT Applicant’s Guide (dated January
1998) is under preparation. Pink provisional
sheets obtained from last year’s issues of
the PCT Newsletter, which have been in-
serted in the PCT Applicant’s Guide, should
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be removed from the Guide and replaced
with the January 1998 update sheets when
they are received.

BUDAPEST TREATY ACCESSION

Slovenia

On 12 December 1997, Slovenia deposited
its instrument of accession to the Budapest
Treaty on the International Recognition of
the Deposit of Microorganisms for the
Purposes of Patent Procedure. That Treaty
will enter into force with respect to Slovenia
on 12 March 1998.

PRACTICAL ADVICE

Appointment of common representative and
agent of common representative

Q:  An international application has been
filed, in respect of which there are two
corporate applicants (corporation A and
corporation B) and two inventors named as
applicants for the US designation (applicant/
inventor Y, who is employed by corporation A
and applicant/inventor Z, who is employed
by corporation B). Corporation A wishes to
be appointed as common representative of
the other applicants, and then, subse-
quently, to appoint L as its agent.

(1)  To achieve the above, is it possible for
applicant/inventor Y to appoint corporation
A as common representative and for appli-
cant/inventor Z to appoint corporation B as
common representative, then for corporation
B to appoint corporation A as common
representative and, subsequently, for
corporation A to appoint L as its agent?

(2)  What would be the consequence if the
appointment of corporation A as common
representative could not be effected by all
applicants concerned and corporation A
appoints L as its agent?

A:  (1)  According to PCT Rule 90.2(a),
where the applicants have not appointed an
agent representing all of them (a “common
agent”), one of the applicants who is en-

titled to file an international application
according to PCT Article 9 may be appointed
by the other applicants as their common
representative. However, since there can
only be one common representative and
that person must be appointed by all of the
other applicants, the scenario which you
describe in question (1) is not possible. If
corporation A wishes to be appointed as
common representative, it must be ap-
pointed as such by each of the other appli-
cants. If corporation A, as the appointed
common representative, then appoints
agent L, the latter will, as agent of the
appointed common representative, have full
power to represent all the applicants.

(2)  If there is no common agent and no
appointed common representative but
corporation A happens to be the “deemed”
common representative (that is, under PCT
Rule 90.2(b), the first named applicant in
the request who is entitled, under PCT
Rule 19, to file an international application
with the receiving Office with which the
international application was filed), agent L,
as agent of the deemed common representa-
tive, would have more limited powers. For
example, agent L could sign the demand and
certain other documents for the purposes of
the PCT; he could not, however, validly
sign, on behalf of all the applicants, the
request itself or a notice effecting with-
drawal of the international application, a
designation, a priority claim, the demand or
an election. Such documents must (subject
to PCT Rules 4.15(b) and 90bis.5(b)) be
signed by all applicants. Only a duly ap-
pointed agent or a duly appointed common
representative, or the agent of the latter,
may validly sign on behalf of an applicant. If
corporation A is not the “deemed” common
representative, then agent L would be en-
titled to act only on behalf of corporation A
(and not for the other applicants).

In all cases, agent L must, of course, have
the right to practice before the Office with
which the international application was filed
(see PCT Rule 90.1).



PCT SEMINAR CALENDAR

Dates and
Location

Language
of
seminar

Nature of seminar
WIPO speakers
(and others where known)

Organizer and
contact numbers

26–27 February 1998
San Francisco (US)

English Basic PCT seminar for patent administrators
WIPO speakers: Mrs. Coeckelbergs and
Mr. Maassel

Intellectual Property International
(Ms. Virginia H. Meyer)
Tel: (1–415) 289 74 71
Fax: (1–415) 331 60 68
E-mail: VHMeyerEsq@aol.com

2–3 March 1998
Chicago (US)

English Basic PCT seminar for patent administrators
and legal assistants
WIPO speakers: Mrs. Coeckelbergs and
Mr. Maassel

John Marshall Law School
(Mr. Gary T. Watson)
Tel: (1–312) 987 14 20
Fax: (1–312) 427 71 28
E-mail:  6cangian@jmls.edu

3–4 March 1998
Milan (IT)

English PCT seminar for patent attorneys and patent
administrators

Italian Association of Patent
Attorneys in Industry (AICIPI) and
the Ordine dei Consulenti in
Proprietà Industriale
(Mr. Francesco Macchetta)
Tel: (39–2) 2778 51 97
Fax: (39–2) 2778 51 99

24 March 1998
Paris (FR)

French PCT seminar for patent attorneys and patent
administrators
WIPO speaker: Ms. Boutillon

Fondation Nationale pour le Droit
de l’Entreprise (FNDE) and
Association Française des
Spécialistes en Propriété
Industrielle de l’Industrie (ASPI)
(Mme Heuzé)
Tel: (33–1) 42 66 18 19
Fax: (33–1) 42 66 17 37

26–27 March 1998
Oslo (NO)

English Basic PCT seminar for patent attorneys and
patent administrators

Norwegian Patent Office
(Mrs. Toril Foss)
Tel: (47) 22 38 74 72
Fax: (47) 22 38 73 31

30–31 March 1998
Novo Mesto (SI)

English Advanced PCT seminar for patent attorneys and
industry representatives

Slovenian Intellectual Property
Office
(Mrs. Alenka Bitenc)
Tel: (386–61) 178 30 80
Fax: (386–61) 178 31 10

2 April 1998
Ecully (FR)

French PCT seminar for patent attorneys
WIPO speaker: Ms. Boutillon

Centre Paul Roubier
(Mrs. Audi)
Tel: (33–478) 33 07 08
Fax: (33–478) 33 58 96

[continued on next page]
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PCT SEMINAR CALENDAR [continued]

Dates and
Location

Language
of
seminar

Nature of seminar
WIPO speakers
(and others where known)

Organizer and
contact numbers

6–7 April 1998
London (GB)

English Basic PCT seminar for patent administrators Management Forum Ltd
Tel: (44–1483) 57 00 99
Fax: (44–1483) 53 64 24
E-mail:
management_forum@psilink.co.uk

19–21 April 1998
Naples, Florida (US)

English PCT seminar for patent attorneys “Basic Patent
Cooperation Treaty Practice”

Patent Resources Group, Inc.
Tel: (1–804) 296 39 00
Fax: (1–804) 296 39 99

23–25 April 1998
Naples, Florida (US)

English PCT seminar for patent attorneys “Advanced
Patent Cooperation Treaty Practice”

Patent Resources Group, Inc.
Tel: (1–804) 296 39 00
Fax: (1–804) 296 39 99

6–7 May 1998
Munich (DE)

German Basic PCT seminar for patent administrators Forum Institut für
Management GmbH
Tel: (49–6221) 50 05 00
Fax: (49–6221) 50 05 55
E-mail:
Management@Forum-Institut.de

8 May 1998
Munich (DE)

German Basic PCT seminar for patent attorneys Forum Institut für
Management GmbH
Tel: (49–6221) 50 05 00
Fax: (49–6221) 50 05 55
E-mail:
Management@Forum-Institut.de

15 May 1998
London (GB)

English PCT seminar for patent attorneys Management Forum Ltd
Tel: (44–1483) 57 00 99
Fax: (44–1483) 53 64 24
E-mail:
management_forum@psilink.co.uk

25–26 June 1998
Chiemsee (DE)

German Advanced PCT seminar for patent
administrators

Forum Institut für
Management GmbH
Tel: (49–6221) 50 05 00
Fax: (49–6221) 50 05 55
E-mail:
Management@Forum-Institut.de
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PCT FEE TABLES
The following Tables show the amounts (including currencies—see the key to currency abbreviations following Table II) of the
main PCT fees which are payable to the receiving Offices (ROs) and the International Preliminary Examining Authorities (IPEAs)
during the international phase under Chapter I (Tables I(a) and I(b)) and under Chapter II (Table II). Fees which are payable only in
particular circumstances are not shown; nor are details of certain reductions and refunds which may be available; such
information can be found in the PCT Applicant’s Guide, Vol. I/B, Annexes C, D and E. Note that all amounts are subject to
change due to variations in the fees themselves or fluctuations in exchange rates. A 75% reduction in the basic fee, the
supplement per sheet over 30, the designation and confirmation fees and the handling fee, as well as the transmittal fee payable
to the International Bureau as receiving Office, is available to applicants from certain States; see footnote 2 for details.
Footnotes to all Tables follow Table II.

Table I(a) — TRANSMITTAL, BASIC AND DESIGNATION FEES
(as at 1 January 1998, unless otherwise indicated)

RO Transmittal fee1 Basic fee1,2

(CHF 650)
Supplement per
sheet over 301,2

(CHF 15)

Designation
fee1,2,3

(CHF 150)

Competent
ISA(s)4

AL ALL 9,000 CHF 650 15 150 EP
AM AMD 32,000 USD 455 10 105 EP RU
AP USD 70

(or equiv in local currency)
USD 455 10 105 AT EP SE

AT ATS 700 ATS 5,600 130 1,300 EP
AU AUD 100 AUD 640 14 150 AU
AZ AZM5 — USD 455 10 105 EP RU
BA DEM 50 DEM 800 19 184 EP
BE BEF 1,500 BEF 16,500 380 3,800 EP
BG BGL 60,000 BGL equiv of CHF 650 equiv of CHF 15 equiv of CHF 150 EP RU
BR BRR 236 BRR equiv of CHF 650 equiv of CHF 15 equiv of CHF 150 AT EP SE US
BY BYR equiv of USD  70 USD 455 10 105 EP RU
CA CAD 200 CAD 632 15 146 EP
CH CHF 100 CHF 650 15 150 EP
CN CNY 500 CNY equiv of CHF 650 equiv of CHF 15 equiv of CHF 150 CN
CU USD (or CUP  equiv) 200 USD (or CUP equiv) 455 10 105 AT EP ES RU
CZ CZK 1,500 CZK equiv of CHF 650 equiv of CHF 15 equiv of CHF 150 EP
DE DEM 150 DEM 800 19 184 EP
DK DKK 1,500 DKK 3,050 70 710 EP SE
EA RUR equiv of USD 100 USD 455 10 105 EP RU
EE EEK 1,500 EEK equiv of CHF 650 equiv of CHF 15 equiv of CHF 150 EP

  EP6 DEM 200 DEM 800 19 184 EP
ES ESP 9,470 ESP 68,000 1,600 16,000 EP ES
FI FIM 800 FIM 2,400 55 550 EP SE
FR FRF 400 FRF 2,690 60 620 EP
GB GBP 55 GBP 285 6 65 EP
GE GEL5 — USD 455 10 105 EP RU
GH GHC7 2,500

or 5,000
USD 455 10 105 AT AU CN EP SE

GR GRD 39,500 GRD 127,000 3,000 30,000 EP
HU HUF8 10,000 HUF equiv of CHF 650 equiv of CHF 15 equiv of CHF 150 EP RU
IB CHF2 300

or USD2 200
CHF 650

or USD 455
15
10

150
105

See footnote 9

ID IDR 300,000 IDR equiv of CHF 650 equiv of CHF 15 equiv of CHF 150 AU EP RU
IE IEP 60 IEP 300 7 70 EP
IL ILS 399 USD 455 10 105 EP US
IS ISK 5,500 ISK 32,000 700 7,400 EP SE
IT ITL 60,000 ITL 783,000 18,000 181,000 EP
JP JPY 18,000 JPY 55,000 1,300 12,700 EP JP
KE USD (or KES equiv) 30 USD 455 10 105 AT AU CN EP SE
KG KGS equiv of USD 60 USD 455 10 105 EP RU
KP KPW equiv of CHF 50 KPW equiv of CHF 650 equiv of CHF 15 equiv of CHF 150 AT RU
KR KRW 45,000 KRW 715,700 16,600 165,200 AT AU JP

[continued on next page]
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Table I(a) — TRANSMITTAL, BASIC AND DESIGNATION FEES [continued]
(as at 1 January 1998, unless otherwise indicated)

RO Transmittal fee1 Basic fee1,2

(CHF 650)
Supplement per
sheet over 301,2

(CHF 15)

Designation
fee1,2,3

(CHF 150)

Competent
ISA(s)4

KZ KZT5 — USD 455 10 105 EP RU
LR USD 45 USD 455 10 105 AT AU CN EP SE
LS LSM5 — LSM equiv of CHF 650 equiv of CHF 15 equiv of CHF 150 AT EP
LT LTL equiv of USD 80 USD 455 10 105 EP RU
LU LUF/BEF 800 LUF/BEF 16,500 380 3,800 EP
LV LVL 40 USD 455 10 105 EP RU
MC FRF 300 FRF 2,690 60 620 EP
MD MDL5 180 USD 455 10 105 EP RU
MK MKD 2,750 MKD equiv of CHF 650 equiv of CHF 15 equiv of CHF 150 EP
MN None CHF 650 15 150 EP RU
MW MWK 8 MWK 8,100 200 1,900 EP
MX MXP2 equiv of USD 200 MXP equiv of CHF 650 equiv of CHF 15 equiv of CHF 150 EP ES SE US
NL NLG 110 NLG 900 21 208 EP
NO NOK 500 NOK 3,300 75 770 EP SE
NZ NZD 155 NZD 720 16 165 AU EP US
PL PLZ 240 PLZ equiv of CHF 650 equiv of CHF 15 equiv of CHF 150 EP
PT PTE 3,600 PTE 82,000 1,900 19,000 EP
RO ROL 10,000 CHF 650 15 150 AT EP RU
RU RUR 294,000 USD 455 10 105 EP RU
SD SDP 50 SDP equiv of CHF 650 equiv of CHF 15 equiv of CHF 150 EP
SE SEK 1,000 SEK 3,500 80 800 EP SE
SG SGD 135 SGD 690 16 160 AT AU EP
SI SIT See footnote 10 SIT equiv of CHF 650 equiv of CHF 15 equiv of CHF 150 EP
SK SKK 1,600 SKK equiv of CHF 650 equiv of CHF 15 equiv of CHF 150 EP
TJ TJR5 — USD 455 10 105 EP RU
TM USD5 — USD 455 10 105 EP RU
TR CHF 100 CHF 650 15 150 AT AU CN EP RU
TT TTD 750 USD 455 10 105 AT EP SE US
UA UAH 255 USD 455 10 105 EP RU
US USD 240 USD 455 10 105 EP US
UZ USD5 — USD 455 10 105 EP RU
VN VND equiv of USD 150 VND equiv of CHF 650 equiv of CHF 15 equiv of CHF 150 AT AU EP RU SE
YU YUD 200 CHF 650 15 150 EP
ZW ZWD 550 ZWD equiv of USD 455 equiv of USD 10 equiv of USD 105 AT AU EP RU

Table I(b) — SEARCH FEES
(as at 1 January 1998, unless otherwise indicated)

ISA Search fee1

AT ATS 2,200 CHF 250 KRW 278,000 SGD 275 USD 180

AU AUD 800 CHF 820 KRW 828,000 NZD 910 SGD 875 USD 570

CN CNY 800 CHF 140 USD 100

EP11 DEM 2,200 CHF* 1,900 FRF 7,590 ISK 87,300 MWK 22,400 PTE 227,800
ATS 15,710 DKK 8,640 GBP* 815 ITL 2,222,000 NLG 2,510 SEK* 10,190
BEF 46,100 ESP 189,700 GRD 358,300 JPY 152,000 NOK 9,200 SGD** 1,890
CAD 1,740 FIM* 6,880 IEP 846 LUF 46,100 NZD 1,980 USD 1,250
*     (from 5.1.98:     CHF         1,850 FIM 6,770 GB P      780          SE K  9,950)

**     (from 15.2.98:    SGD         2,100)

ES ESP 72,190 CHF 695 USD 480

JP JPY 77,000 CHF 910 KRW 939,000 USD 640

RU12 USD 300 CHF 430

SE SEK 6,20013 6,80014 FIM 4,200 13 4,600 14 USD 815 13 895 14

CHF 1,180 13 1,290 14 ISK 58,500 13 64,000 14

DKK 5,300 13 5,800 14 NOK 5,750 13 6,300 14

US USD 700 45015 CHF 1,000 640 15 NZD 1,110 710 15
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Table II — PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION FEES
(as at 1 January 1998, unless otherwise indicated)

IPEA Preliminary examination fee16 Handling fee2,16 (CHF 233)
AT ATS 2,200 ATS 2,020

AU AUD 450 AUD 230

CN CNY 800 CNY equiv of CHF 233

EP11 DEM 3,000 FIM* 9,380 LUF 62,900
ATS 21,430 FRF 10,340 NLG 3,430
BEF 62,900 GBP* 1,111 PTE 310,600
CHF* 2,600 GRD 488,600 SEK* 13,890
DKK 11,790 IEP 1,154
ESP 258,600 ITL 3,030,000
*(from 5.1.98:
CHF 2,520 FIM 9,230 GBP 1,064
SEK 13,570)

DEM 285 FIM 860 ITL 281,000
ATS 2,020 FRF 960 LUF 5,900
BEF 5,900 GBP 100 NLG 320
CHF 233 GRD 46,000 PTE 29,000
DKK 1,000 IEP 110 SEK 1,250
ESP 25,000

JP JPY 28,000 JPY 19,700

RU12 USD 20017 30018 USD 162

SE SEK 4,200 SEK 1,250

US USD 490 75019 USD 162

Key to currency abbreviations for all fee tables:
ALL Albanian lek CZK Czech koruna IEP Irish pound LVL Latvian lat SEK Swedish krona
AMD Armenian dram DEM Deutsche mark ILS New Israel shekel MDL Moldovan leu SGD Singapore dollar
ATS Austrian schilling DKK Danish krone ISK Icelandic krona MKD Macedonian denar SIT Slovenian tolar
AUD Australian dollar EEK Estonian kroon ITL Italian lira MWK Malawian kwacha SKK Slovak koruna
AZM Azerbaijani manat ESP Spanish peseta JPY Japanese yen MXP Mexican peso TJR Tajik rouble
BEF Belgian franc FIM Finnish markka KES Kenyan shilling NLG Netherlands guilder TTD Trinidad and Tobago
BGL Bulgarian lev FRF French franc KGS Kyrgyz som NOK Norwegian krone dollar
BRR Brazilian real GBP Pound sterling KPW KP won NZD New Zealand dollar UAH Ukrainian hryvnia
BYR Belarussian rouble GEL Georgian lari KRW KR won PLZ Polish zloty USD US dollar
CAD Canadian dollar GHC Ghanaian cedi KZT Kazakh tenge PTE Portuguese escudo VND Vietnamese dong
CHF Swiss franc GRD Greek drachma LSM Lesotho loti ROL Romanian leu YUD Yugoslav dinar
CNY Yuan renminbi HUF Hungarian forint LTL Lithuanian litas RUR Russian rouble ZWD Zimbabwe dollar
CUP Cuban convertible peso IDR Indonesian rupiah LUF Luxembourg franc SDP Sudanese pound

Footnotes for all fee tables:
1 Payable to the receiving Office in the currency or one of the currencies prescribed by it.
2 This fee is reduced by 75% where the applicant or, if there are two or more applicants, each applicant is a natural person and is a national of

and resides in Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Benin, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Central African
Republic, Chad, China, Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, Cuba, Czech Republic, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Estonia, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia,
Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Hungary, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lesotho, Liberia, Lithuania, Madagascar, Malawi,
Mali, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, Niger, Poland, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Saint Lucia, Senegal, Sierra Leone,
Slovakia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland, Tajikistan, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Togo, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uganda, Ukraine,
Uzbekistan, Viet Nam, Yugoslavia or Zimbabwe. For further details, see PCT Newsletter No. 10/1995, cover page, No. 11/1995, page 6, and
No. 05/1996, cover page.

3 The confirmation fee payable under PCT Rules 4.9(c) and 15.5 is 50% of the designation fee.
4 For the search fee payable to the receiving Office, consult the entry in Table I(b) for the competent International Searching Authority.
5 The amounts are not yet known or, where known, are subject to periodical revision. The Office or the agent should be consulted for the latest

applicable schedule of fees.
6 The amounts of the transmittal fee in currencies other than DEM are as follows: ATS 1,430, BEF/LUF 4,200, CHF 170, DKK 790, ESP 17,200,

FIM 620 (from 5 January 1998), FRF 690, GBP 71 (from 5 January 1998), GRD 32,600, IEP 77, ITL 202,000, NLG 230, PTE 20,700,
SEK 900 (from 5 January 1998). The amounts in those currencies of the basic fee, supplement per sheet over 30 and designation fee are the
same as those indicated for the receiving Offices of the respective States, that is RO/AT, BE, CH, etc.

7 The first amount of the transmittal fee is applicable to individuals or entities employing less than 25 persons. The second amount is applicable
to entities employing 25 persons or more.

8 A supplement of HUF 500 is also payable for each claim in excess of 10.
9 The competent International Searching Authority(ies) for an international application filed with the International Bureau as receiving Office is

(are) the Authority(ies) which would have been competent if the international application had been filed with the receiving Office of, or acting
for, the Contracting State of which the applicant (or any of the applicants) is a resident or national.

10 5% of the total value of the basic fee, supplement per sheet over 30, designation fee and search fee.
11 Nationals (natural or legal persons) of States which fulfill the requirements for the corresponding reduction of certain PCT fees as specified in

the Schedule of Fees annexed to the PCT Regulations (see also footnote 2), or of countries in transition (“reform States”) (until 1 April 1998),
may be eligible for reductions in the search and preliminary examination fees. For details, including the amount of the fee reduction, the
countries concerned and applicable conditions, see PCT Applicant’s Guide, Vol. I/B, Annexes D (EP) and E (EP).

12 The applicant may, instead of paying the USD amount, pay the equivalent amount in RUR at the exchange rate applicable on the date of
payment at the Central Bank of the Russian Federation, provided that, in the case of the search fee, the receiving Office accepts payment in RUR.

13 If, on an earlier application, the priority of which is claimed, a search report has been issued by the Swedish Patent Office, the Danish Patent
Office, the National Board of Patents and Registration (Finland), the Norwegian Patent Office or the Icelandic Patent Office.

14 In all cases where footnote  13 does not apply.
15 Payable when a corresponding prior US national application has been filed and the basic national fee for that US application has been paid.
16 Payable to the International Preliminary Examining Authority in the currency or one of the currencies prescribed by it.
17 Payable when the international search report was established by the Russian Patent Office.
18 In all cases where footnote 17 does not apply.
19 Payable when the international search was not carried out by the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) (provided that the

USPTO is a competent International Preliminary Examining Authority in the particular case—see PCT Applicant’s Guide, Vol. I/B, Annex C.)
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PCT CONTRACTING STATES AND TWO-LETTER CODES (94 on 1 January 1998)

AL Albania1

AM Armenia (EA)
AT Austria (EP)
AU Australia
AZ Azerbaijan (EA)
BA Bosnia and

Herzegovina
BB Barbados
BE Belgium (EP)2

BF Burkina Faso (OA)2

BG Bulgaria
BJ Benin (OA)2

BR Brazil
BY Belarus (EA)
CA Canada
CF Central African

Republic (OA)2

CG Congo (OA)2

CH Switzerland (EP)
CI Côte d’Ivoire (OA)2

CM Cameroon (OA)2

CN China
CU  Cuba
CZ Czech Republic
DE Germany (EP)
DK Denmark (EP)
EE Estonia
ES Spain (EP)
FI Finland (EP)
FR France (EP)2

GA Gabon (OA)2

GB United Kingdom (EP)
GE Georgia
GH Ghana (AP)
GM Gambia (AP)
GN Guinea (OA)2

GR Greece (EP)2

GW Guinea-Bissau
HU Hungary
ID Indonesia
IE Ireland (EP)2

IL Israel

IS Iceland
IT Italy (EP)2

JP Japan
KE Kenya (AP)
KG Kyrgyzstan (EA)
KP Democratic

People’s Republic
of Korea

KR Republic of Korea
KZ Kazakhstan (EA)
LC Saint Lucia
LI Liechtenstein (EP)
LK Sri Lanka
LR Liberia
LS Lesotho (AP)
LT Lithuania1

LU Luxembourg (EP)
LV Latvia1

MC Monaco (EP)2

MD Republic of
Moldova (EA)

MG Madagascar
MK The former

Yugoslav Republic
of Macedonia1

ML Mali (OA)2

MN Mongolia
MR Mauritania (OA)2

MW Malawi (AP)
MX Mexico
NE Niger (OA)2

NL Netherlands (EP)2

NO Norway
NZ New Zealand
PL Poland
PT Portugal (EP)
RO Romania1

RU Russian Federa-
tion (EA)

SD Sudan (AP)
SE Sweden (EP)
SG Singapore

SI Slovenia1

SK Slovakia
SL Sierra Leone
SN Senegal (OA)2

SZ Swaziland (AP)2

TD Chad (OA)2

TG Togo (OA)2

TJ Tajikistan (EA)
TM Turkmenistan (EA)
TR Turkey
TT Trinidad and

Tobago
UA Ukraine
UG Uganda (AP)
US United States of

America
UZ Uzbekistan
VN Viet Nam
YU Yugoslavia
ZW Zimbabwe (AP)

1 Extension of European patent possible.
2 May only be designated for a regional patent (the “national route” via the PCT has been closed).

Where a State can be designated for a regional patent, the two-letter code for the regional patent concerned is indicated in
parentheses (AP = ARIPO patent, EA = Eurasian patent, EP = European patent, OA = OAPI patent).

Important:
This list includes all States that have adhered to the PCT by the date shown in the heading. Any States indicated in bold italics
have adhered to the PCT but were not yet bound by the PCT on the date of issue of the latest version of the request form. If the
applicant wishes to designate any States which are bound by the PCT on the date on which the international application is filed
but which are not listed in the request form, he must add them in Box No. V of the request form and mark the corresponding
check-box. Where a State has adhered to but is not yet bound by the PCT, the date on which it will become bound is shown in
parentheses; it cannot be designated in international applications filed before that date.

Applicants should always use the latest versions of the request form (PCT/RO/101) and demand form (PCT/IPEA/401), new
versions of which are normally issued twice yearly. The latest versions are dated January 1998. The forms are reproduced in
Annexes X and Y, respectively, in Vol. I/B of the PCT Applicant’s Guide (January 1998 update, to be published shortly), and can
be printed from the WIPO Internet site, in PDF format, at: http://www.wipo.int/eng/pct/forms/index.htm. The request form can
also be obtained from receiving Offices or the International Bureau. The demand form can also be obtained from receiving Offices,
International Preliminary Examining Authorities or the International Bureau.



PCT (PATENT COOPERATION TREATY) PUBLICATIONS
PRICES IN SWISS FRANCS FOR 1998

The following PCT publications, in English and French except where otherwise indicated, may be ordered from the
International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization (address overleaf).

Surface mail Airmail Europe Airmail Other

International applications* published under the PCT 12.00 15.00 17.00
(pamphlet) together with international search report

PCT Gazette(bilingual English/French):  subscription for year 1998** 500.00 780.00 1030.00
single issues (except special issues) 18.00 24.00 31.00

Gazette Special Issues:
General Information:  Contracting States, National &

Regional Offices, International Authorities 18.00 24.00 31.00
Agreements between WIPO and International Searching

and/or Preliminary Examining Authorities 18.00 24.00 31.00
Administrative Instructions under the PCT (without Forms) 18.00 24.00 31.00
PCT Receiving Office Guidelines 18.00 24.00 31.00
PCT Search Guidelines 18.00 24.00 31.00
PCT Preliminary Examination Guidelines 18.00 24.00 31.00
Minimum Documentation:  List of Periodicals 18.00 24.00 31.00

PCT Forms:
Request and Demand Forms free free free
Receiving Office (RO) Forms 18.00 24.00 31.00
International Searching  Authority (ISA) Forms 18.00 24.00 31.00
International Bureau (IB) Forms 18.00 24.00 31.00
International Preliminary Examination Authority (IPEA) Forms 18.00 24.00 31.00

PCT Newsletter:  subscription for 1998* (English only) 60.00 80.00 80.00
single issues 8.00 10.00 10.00
Binder for PCT Newsletter (holds 24 issues) 11.00 14.00 20.00

PCT Applicant's Guide 200.00 250.00 300.00
(price includes Updating Service for 1998)**
Updating Service for 1998** 150.00 175.00 200.00
(only for owners of the Guide before 1998)

PCT text and Regulations*** 18.00 24.00 31.00

The First Twenty-Five Years of the PCT 1970-1995 80.00 130.00 166.00
Records of the Washington Diplomatic Conference, 1970 (hard bound) 150.00 190.00 215.00
Basic Facts about the PCT free free free

* Published in Chinese, English, French, German, Japanese, Russian or Spanish, if the application was filed in one of these languages; published in English,
if filed in a language other than the preceding seven; English-language abstract is always included.  May be supplied in single copies by number of 
publication, or supplied automatically upon publication in two modes:  either all of them, or selected pamphlets according to International Patent 
Classification (IPC) symbols.

** The subscriptions to the PCT Gazette, PCT Newsletter and to the Updating Service of the PCT Applicant's Guide are automatically renewed at the end of 
each calendar year unless notification to the contrary is received.

*** Available in Arabic, English, French, German, Italian, Portuguese, Russian and Spanish.

ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA 
                    PROPRIÉTÉ INTELLECTUELLE 

                        WORLD INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY ORGANIZATION 

 



Espace-World CD-ROMs containing the backlog PCT International Applications
- The complete set from 1978 to 1989 10450.00
- 1989 (27 Disks) 2400.00
- 1988 (21 Disks) 1850.00
- 1987 (15 Disks) 1320.00
- 1986 (14 Disks) 1230.00
- 1985 (11 Disks) 980.00
- 1984 (10 Disks) 890.00
- 1983 (9 Disks) 800.00
- 1982 (9 Disks) 800.00
- 1981 (7 Disks) 625.00
- 1980 (6 Disks) 535.00
- 1978 and 1979 (2 Disks) 180.00

The Espace-World CD-ROMs from the year 1990 onwards should be ordered from the European Patent Office,
Schottenfeldgasse 29, Postfach 82, 1072 Vienna, Austria.

Mode of ordering and paying

Orders should be addressed to:

WIPO - World Intellectual Property Organization
Information Products Section
Post Office Box 18
1211 Geneva 20
Switzerland

Telecopier:  (41 22) 740 1812, (41 22) 733 5428
Telephone:  (41 22) 338 9618, (41 22) 338 9734, (41 22) 338 9590, (41 22) 338 9111
E-mail:  publications.mail@wipo.int

Payment may be effected in any of the following ways:
- by payment to WIPO account N° 487080-81 at the Swiss Credit Bank, 1211 Geneva 70, Switzerland;
- by payment to WIPO post check account N° 12-5000-8, Geneva, Switzerland;
- by debiting deposit account, if any, at WIPO;
- by check in Swiss francs or in a currency freely convertible into Swiss francs, payable at a bank in Switzerland;
- by American Express, Mastercard, Eurocard or Visa.  Please indicate the cardholder’s name and address, the 

card number and expiration date.

WIPO will, on request, send invoices or pro-forma invoices.

Urgent orders carry an administrative charge of 20 Swiss francs per order.

Transmission of document by fax costs 4 Swiss francs per page.

A 20% discount on the surface mail prices is granted to Government Units, Universities and Booksellers.



PCT (PATENT COOPERATION TREATY) PUBLICATIONS
PRICES IN U.S. DOLLARS FOR 1998

The following PCT publications, in English and French except where otherwise indicated, may be ordered from the
International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization (address overleaf).

Surface mail  Airmail

International applications* published under the PCT 10.00 13.00
(pamphlet) together with international search report

PCT Gazette(bilingual English/French):  subscription for the year 1998** 355.00 725.00
single issues (except special issues) 15.00 26.00

PCT Gazette Special Issues:
General Information:  Contracting States, National &

Regional Offices, International Authorities 15.00 26.00
Agreements between WIPO and International Searching

and/or Preliminary Examining Authorities 15.00 26.00
Administrative Instructions under the PCT (without Forms) 15.00 26.00
PCT Receiving Office Guidelines 15.00 26.00
PCT Search Guidelines 15.00 26.00
PCT Preliminary Examination Guidelines 15.00 26.00
Minimum Documentation:  List of Periodicals 15.00 26.00

PCT Forms:
Request and Demand Forms free free
Receiving Office (RO) Forms 15.00 26.00
International Searching  Authority (ISA) Forms 15.00 26.00
International Bureau (IB) Forms 15.00 26.00
International Preliminary Examination Authority (IPEA) Forms 15.00 26.00

PCT Newsletter:  subscriptions for 1998** (English only) 50.00 65.00
single issues 7.00 8.00
Binder for PCT Newsletter (holds 24 issues) 8.00 15.00

PCT Applicant's Guide 140.00 215.00
(price includes Updating Service for 1998)**
Updating Service for 1998** 105.00 140.00
(only for owners of the Guide before 1998)

PCT text and Regulations*** 15.00 26.00

The First Twenty-Five Years of the PCT 1970-1995 67.00 140.00
Records of the Washington Diplomatic Conference, 1970 (hard bound) 126.00 180.00
Basic Facts about the PCT free free

* Published in Chinese, English, French, German, Japanese, Russian or Spanish, if the application was filed in one of these languages; published in English, 
if filed in a language other than the preceding seven; English-language abstract is always included.  May be supplied in single copies by number of 
publication, or supplied automatically upon publication in two modes:  either all of them, or selected pamphlets according to International Patent 
Classification (IPC) symbols.

** The subscriptions to the PCT Gazette, PCT Newsletter and to the Updating Service of the PCT Applicant's Guide are automatically renewed at the end of 
each calendar year unless notification to the contrary is received.

*** Available in Arabic, English, French, German, Italian, Portuguese, Russian and Spanish.

ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA 
                    PROPRIÉTÉ INTELLECTUELLE 

                        WORLD INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY ORGANIZATION 

 



Espace-World CD-ROMs containing the backlog PCT International Applications
- The complete set from 1978 to 1989 8780.00
- 1989 (27 Disks) 2020.00
- 1988 (21 Disks) 1550.00
- 1987 (15 Disks) 1110.00
- 1986 (14 Disks) 1030.00
- 1985 (11 Disks) 820.00
- 1984 (10 Disks) 750.00
- 1983 (9 Disks) 680.00
- 1982 (9 Disks) 680.00
- 1981 (7 Disks) 525.00
- 1980 (6 Disks) 440.00
- 1978 and 1979 (2 Disks) 150.00

The Espace-World CD-ROMs from the year 1990 onwards should be ordered from the European Patent Office,
Schottenfeldgasse 29, Postfach 82, 1072 Vienna, Austria.

Mode of ordering and paying

Orders should be addressed to:

WIPO - World Intellectual Property Organization
Information Products Section
Post Office Box 18
1211 Geneva 20
Switzerland

Telecopier:  (41 22) 740 1812, (41 22) 733 5428
Telephone:  (41 22) 338 9618, (41 22) 338 9734, (41 22) 338 9590, (41 22) 338 9111
E-mail:  publications.mail@wipo.int

Payment may be effected in any of the following ways:
- by payment to WIPO account N° 487080-81 at the Swiss Credit Bank, 1211 Geneva 70, Switzerland;
- by payment to WIPO post check account N° 12-5000-8, Geneva, Switzerland;
- by debiting deposit account, if any, at WIPO;
- by check in US dollars or in Swiss francs or in a currency freely convertible into Swiss francs, payable at a bank 

in Switzerland;
- by American Express, Mastercard, Eurocard or Visa.  Please indicate the cardholder’s name and address, the 

card number and expiration date.

WIPO will, on request, send invoices or pro-forma invoices.

Urgent orders carry an administrative charge of US$15.00 per order.

Transmission of document by fax costs US$ 3.00 per page.

A 20% discount on the surface mail prices is granted to Government Units, Universities and Booksellers.
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