
INSIDE THIS ISSUE

PCT information update
[continued] . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

EPO Board of Appeal
decision concerning PCT . . 2

Practical advice . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Time limits for entering the
national phase . . . . . . . . . . . 3

PCT seminar calendar . . . . . 4
PCT fee tables . . . . . . . . . 5-7
PCT Contracting States
and two-letter codes . . . . . . 8

APRIL 1996 No. 04/1996

PCT INFORMATION UPDATE
Belgium (mailing address)
The mailing address of the
Industrial Property Office of
Belgium has changed as fol-
lows:

Boulevard Emile Jacqmain 154
B-1000 Brussels

(Updating of PCT Applicant’s
Guide, Vol. I/A, Annex B1 (BE))

Finland (fees)

The amounts of the following
fees, payable to the National
Board of Patents and Registra-
tion of Finland as receiving
Office, have changed:

Transmittal fee: See Table I(a)

Fee for priority
document: FIM 122

(plus FIM 220 per document)

(plus FIM 5 for each page in
excess of 10)

The amounts of the following
fees, payable to that Office as
designated or elected Office,
have changed:

National fee:

Basic fee: FIM 1,200

Claim fee for
each claim in
excess of 10: FIM 120

Additional fee
for late furnish-
ing of transla-
tion or copy: FIM 550

Annual fees
for the first
three years: FIM 750

(Updating of PCT Applicant’s
Guide, Vol. I/B, Annex C (FI) and
Vol. II/A, National Chapter,
Summary (FI))

Turkey (competent International
Searching and Preliminary
Examining Authorities)

The Turkish Patent Institute, in
its capacity as receiving Office,
has specified the Austrian
Patent Office, in addition to the
Chinese Patent Office, the
European Patent Office and the
Russian Patent Office, as a
competent International Search-
ing and Preliminary Examining
Authority.

(Updating of PCT Applicant’s
Guide, Vol. l/B, Annex C (TR))

Italy (institution with which
deposits of microorganisms may
be made)
As announced in PCT Newsletter
No. 03/1996, the Advanced
Biotechnology Center (ABC)
acquired the status of interna-
tional depositary authority under
the Budapest Treaty on 26
February 1996. The location and
mailing address of that author-
ity, with which deposits of
microorganisms may be made

[continued on page 2]
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for the purposes of patent procedure, are as
follows:

Largo Rossana Benzi, 10
I-16132 Genoa
Italy

(Updating of PCT Applicant’s Guide, Vol l/B,
Annex L)
Search fee (European Patent Office (EPO))
As from 3 April 1996, there will be a change
in the amounts payable in CHF, DKK, ESP,
FRF, GBP, IEP, ITL, PTE, and SEK for an
international search by the EPO, as indicated
in Table I(b).
(Updating of PCT Applicant’s Guide, Vol. l/B,
Annex D (EP))
International preliminary examination fee (EPO)
As from 3 April 1996, there will be a change
in the amounts payable in CHF, DKK, FRF,
GBP, IEP, ITL, PTE, and SEK, and amounts
have been established in ESP and GRD, for
international preliminary examination by the
EPO, as indicated in Table II.
(Updating of PCT Applicant’s Guide, Vol. l/B,
Annex E (EP))
EPO BOARD OF APPEAL DECISION
CONCERNING PCT

Obligation under PCT Rules 68.2 and 68.3(e)
to provide justification for a finding of lack of
unity of invention

As indicated in the following headnotes, an
EPO Technical Board of Appeal has decided
that:

“I. The obligation under Rule 68.2 PCT to
provide justification can be seen as fulfilled
if the prime reason for the decision is
identifiable, even though the reasons could
be seen as insufficient or incorrect [...].

“II. If the arguments submitted in the
protest do not necessitate any additional
discussion on technical and/or patent law
issues, i.e. do not lead to any new assess-
ment of the facts, it is not automatically
incorrect for the notification of the result of
the review under Rule 68.3(e) PCT merely
to refer back to the reasons given on form
PCT/IPEA/405 [...].”

(Decision W 4/94 - 3.3.2; Official Journal of
the EPO (OJ/EPO), No. 1-2/1996, page 73)

PRACTICAL ADVICE
Extension of European patents to States
which have not been specifically designated in
the request form
Q: On 10 February 1996, I filed an interna-
tional application, claiming the priority of an
application filed on 24 February 1995. I later
found out that, with effect from 1 February
1996, it became possible to request the
extension of a European patent (EP) to Alba-
nia, provided that both EP and Albania are
designated in the international application. In
my application I designated EP but not Alba-
nia.  Is it still possible for me to request the
extension of the European patent to Albania,
and if so, how?”
A: You may request the extension of the
European patent to Albania, provided that:

(i) the request form (PCT/RO/101) or com-
puter-generated request which you used
contains a statement regarding precautionary
designations under PCT Rule 4.9(b) (the
statement is preprinted at the bottom of Box
No. V of form PCT/RO/101); and

(ii) you file a notice of confirmation of the
precautionary designation of Albania with, and
pay the designation fee and confirmation fee
to, your receiving Office within 15 months
from the priority date, that is, on or before 24
May 1996.
No further steps would then need to be taken
at this stage in connection with the extension
of the European patent to Albania. Once your
application contains a valid designation of
both EP and Albania, the extension will be
automatically deemed to have been requested.
You must, however, ensure that, at the time
of entering the regional phase before the
European Patent Office (EPO) (within 21
months (Chapter I) or 31 months (Chapter II)
from the priority date), the extension fee is
paid to the EPO for the extension of the
European patent to Albania.
Albania became bound by the PCT on 4 Octo-
ber 1995. However, it is not possible to
extend a European patent to Albania for
international applications filed on or after
4 October 1995 and before 1 February 1996,
since the extension agreement between the
European Patent Organisation and Albania
entered into force only on 1 February 1996.
For further details on the confirmation of
precautionary designations, see PCT Newslet-
ter No. 03/1994, page 2. Details about the
extension of European patents to Albania are
given in PCT Newsletter No.12/1995, cover
page and page 2, and No. 02/1996, cover page.

[continued from cover page]
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TIME LIMITS FOR ENTERING THE
NATIONAL PHASE
The time limit for entering the national (or
regional) phase under Chapter I of the PCT
(that is, where the Contracting State con-
cerned has been designated but has not been
elected under Chapter II of the PCT within
19 months from the priority date) is normally
20 months from the priority date (PCT Ar-
ticle 22). Under Chapter II (that is, where the
Contracting State concerned has been elected
within 19 months from the priority date) that
time limit is normally 30 months from the

priority date (PCT Article 39(1). However, the
national law (or regional treaty) applied by
each designated Office (DO) or elected Office
(EO) may fix time limits which expire later (see
PCT Articles 22(3) and 39(1)(b)). The appli-
cable time limits for each designated or
elected Office are shown in the table, below.
Note that some Offices allow for the payment
of fees and for the filing of the translation of
an international application after the specified
time limit, usually subject to the payment of a
surcharge. For details of such exceptions, see
PCT Applicant’s Guide, Vol. Il/A, B & C,
National Chapter Summaries. 

TIME LIMITS FOR ENTERING NATIONAL/REGIONAL PHASE  
 UNDER PCT CHAPTERS I AND II 

(in months from priority date, or from international filing date if there is no priority claim) 

DO/EO1 Chapter I Chapter II  DO/EO1 Chapter I chapter II DO/EO1 Chapter I chapter II 
Regional Offices National Offices, continued National Offices, continued 

AP 21 31 FI4, 6 20 30 MX 20 30 

EA 21 31 GB4 20 30 NL8 20 30 

EP2 21 31 GE 21 31 NO 20 30 

OA 20 30 HU 21 30 NZ 21 31 
National Offices IS 20 30 PL 20 30 

AL 21 31 JP 20 30 PT4 20 30 

AM3 21 31 KE7 20 30 RO 20 30 

AT4 20 30 KG3 21 31 RU3 21 31 

AU 21 31 KP 20 30 SD7 20 30 

AZ3 21 31 KR 20 30 SE4 20 30 

BB 20 30 KZ3 21 31 SG 20 30 

BG 21 31 LK 20 30 SI 21 31 

BR 20 30 LR 21 31 SK 21 30 

BY3 21 31 LS7 21 31 TJ3 21 31 

CA 20 30 LT 21 31 TM3 21 31 

CH + LI4 20 30 LU4 20 30 TR 20 30  

CN 20 30 LV 21 31 TT 21 31 

CZ 21 30 MD3 21 31 UA 21 31 

DE4 20 30 MG 20 30 UG7 21 31 

DK4 20 30 MK 21 31 US 20 30 

EE 20 30 MN 21 31 UZ 21 31 

ES2, 5 20 N/A MW7 20 30 VN 21 31 
 
1. The Offices of the following PCT Contracting States are not DOs/EOs. The DO/EO applicable for each of those States is 

shown in parentheses: BE (EP), BF (OA), BJ (OA), CF (OA), CG (OA), CI (OA), CM (OA), FR (EP), GA (OA), GN (OA), 
GR (EP)2, IE (EP), IT (EP), LI (CH), MC (EP), ML (OA), MR (OA), NE (OA), NL (EP)8, SN (OA), SZ (AP), TD (OA), TG (OA). 

2 As far as the designations of ES and GR for a European patent are concerned, even though those States are not bound by 
Chapter II, the time limit for entry into the European regional phase for those States is 31 months from the priority date, 
provided that at least one other State which is party to the EPC and is bound by Chapter II of the PCT has been designated 
for a European patent and has been elected before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date. 

3 If designated/elected for a Eurasian patent, see EA as DO/EO for the applicable time limits. 
4 If designated/elected for a European patent, see EP as DO/EO for the applicable time limits. 
5 If designated for a European patent, see EP as DO/EO for the applicable time limits. 
6 For international applications filed on or after 1 March 1996, FI may be designated for a European patent (see EP as DO/EO 

for the applicable time limits in such cases). 
7 If designated for an ARIPO patent, see AP as DO/EO for the applicable time limits. 
8 For international applications filed before 1 April 1995, see NL as DO/EO and/or EP as DO/EO for the applicable time limits. 

For international applications filed on or after 1 April 1995 (date of closing of national route by NL), see only EP as DO/EO for 
the applicable time limits. 
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PCT SEMINAR CALENDAR 

Dates  
Location 

Language 
of  
seminar 

Nature of seminar 
WIPO speakers 
(and others where known) 

Organizer and 
contact numbers 

16-17 April 1996 
Munich (DE) 

German Basic PCT seminar for patent administrators 
WIPO speakers: Mr. Wolff and 
Mrs. Coeckelbergs  

Forum Institut für 
Management GmbH 
Tel:  (49-6221) 47 95 12 
Fax: (49-6221) 41 16 27 

17-18 April 1996 
Boston (US) 

English Advanced PCT seminar for patent attorneys  
and patent administrators  
WIPO speakers: Ms. Boutillon and 
Mr. Maassel  

Boston Patent Law Association 
(Mr. Peter Corless)  
Tel:  (1-617) 523 34 00  
Fax: (1-617) 523 73 18 

18-19 April 1996  
Munich (DE) 

German Basic PCT seminar for patent attorneys  
WIPO speakers: Mr. Wolff and Mr. Matthes  

Forum Institut für 
Management GmbH 
Tel:  (49-6221) 47 95 12 
Fax: (49-6221) 41 16 27 

19-20 April 1996 
Concord, New 
Hampshire (US) 

English Basic PCT seminar for patent attorneys and  
patent administrators  
WIPO speakers: Ms. Boutillon and  
Mr. Maassel 

Franklin Pierce Law Center 
(Mr. Karl Jorda)  
Tel:  (1-603) 228 15 41  
        (extension 109)  
Fax: (1-603) 224 33 42 

22-24 April 1996 
Naples, Florida (US) 

English PCT seminar for patent attorneys “Basic  
Patent Cooperation Treaty Practice”  
WIPO speakers: Mr. Bartels, Ms. Boutillon  
and Mr. Maassel 
Other speaker: Mr. Welch (Pharmacia & 
Upjohn, Inc.) 

Patent Resources Group, Inc. 
Tel:  (1-804) 296 39 00 
Fax: (1-804) 296 39 99 

25-27 April 1996 
Naples, Florida (US) 

English PCT seminar for patent attorneys  
“Advanced Patent Cooperation Treaty 
Practice”  
WIPO speakers: Mr. Bartels, Ms. Boutillon 
and Mr. Maassel 
Other speakers: Mr. Philpott (EPO) and 
Mr. Welch (Pharmacia & Upjohn, Inc.) 

Patent Resources Group, Inc. 
Tel:  (1-804) 296 39 00  
Fax: (1-804) 296 39 99 

26 April 1996 
Geneva (CH) 

English 
French 
German 

PCT presentations during the International  
Exhibition of Inventions of Geneva  
WIPO speakers: Mr. Bryan, Mr. Baron and  
Mr. Matthes  

Salon International des 
Inventions de Genève and 
WIPO [see insert in PCT  
Newsletter No. 03/1996  
for details] 

28-29 May 1996 
Singapore (SG) 

English PCT seminar for patent attorneys  
WIPO speakers: Mr. Wang and  
Ms. Boutillon  
Other speaker: Mr. Reed (Procter & Gamble)  

Productivity & Standards 
Board (PSB) 
Tel:  (65) 772 95 48 
Fax: (65) 777 17 65 

30-31 May 1996 
Jakarta (Indonesia) 

English WIPO National Seminar on the PCT  
WIPO speakers: Mr. Wang and  
Ms. Boutillon  
Other speaker: Mr. Reed (Procter & Gamble)  

Directorate General of 
Copyrights, Patents and 
Trademarks 
Tel:  (62-21) 552 49 92 
Fax: (62-21) 552 53 66 

11-12 June 1996 
Paris (FR) 

French Basic PCT seminar for patent attorneys  
WIPO speaker: Ms. Boutillon  
Other speakers: Mr. Haïcour (Elf-Atochem),  
Mr. Joly (Cabinet Beau de Loménie),  
Mr. Philpott (EPO), Mr. Vérone (INPI) 

EUROFORUM 
(Mrs. Françoise Parolari)  
Tel:  (33-1) 44 88 14 88  
Fax: (33-1) 44 88 14 99 

13-14 June 1996  
London (GB) 

English Basic PCT seminar for patent administrators  
WIPO speakers: Ms. Boutillon and  
Mrs. Coeckelbergs  

Management Forum Ltd  
Tel:  (44-1483) 57 00 99  
Fax: (44-1483) 364 24 
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PCT CONTRACTING STATES AND TWO-LETTER CODES (84 on 1 April 1996)

AL Albania1

AM Armenia (EA)
AT Austria (EP)
AU Australia
AZ Azerbaijan (EA)
BB Barbados
BE Belgium (EP)2

BF Burkina Faso (OA)2

BG Bulgaria
BJ Benin (OA)2

BR Brazil
BY Belarus (EA)
CA Canada
CF Central African

Republic (OA)2

CG Congo (OA)2

CH Switzerland (EP)
CI Côte d’Ivoire (OA)2

CM Cameroon (OA)2

CN China

CZ Czech Republic
DE Germany (EP)
DK Denmark (EP)
EE Estonia
ES Spain (EP)3

FI Finland (EP)
FR France (EP)2

GA Gabon (OA)2

GB United Kingdom (EP)
GE Georgia
GN Guinea (OA)2

GR Greece (EP)2, 3

HU Hungary
IE Ireland (EP)2

IL Israel (from
1 June 1996)

IS Iceland
IT Italy (EP)2

JP Japan

KE Kenya (AP)
KG Kyrgyzstan (EA)
KP Democratic

People’s Republic
of Korea

KR Republic of Korea
KZ Kazakhstan (EA)
LI Liechtenstein (EP)
LK Sri Lanka
LR Liberia
LS Lesotho (AP)
LT Lithuania1

LU Luxembourg (EP)
LV Latvia1

MC Monaco (EP)2

MD Republic of
Moldova (EA)

MG Madagascar
MK The former

Yugoslav Republic
of Macedonia

ML Mali (OA)2

MN Mongolia
MR Mauritania (OA)2

MW Malawi (AP)
MX Mexico
NE Niger (OA)2

NL Netherlands (EP)2

NO Norway
NZ New Zealand
PL Poland
PT Portugal (EP)
RO Romania
RU Russian Federa-

tion (EA)
SD Sudan (AP)
SE Sweden (EP)
SG Singapore
SI Slovenia1

SK Slovakia
SN Senegal (OA)2

SZ Swaziland (AP)2

TD Chad (OA)2

TG Togo (OA)2

TJ Tajikistan (EA)
TM Turkmenistan (EA)
TR Turkey
TT Trinidad and

Tobago
UA Ukraine
UG Uganda (AP)
US United States of

America
UZ Uzbekistan
VN Viet Nam

1 Extension of European patent possible.
2 May not be designated for a national patent (the national route has been closed).
3 Not bound by Chapter II.

Where a State is a member of a regional patent treaty, the two-letter code for the regional patent concerned is also indicated in
parentheses (AP = ARIPO patent, EA = Eurasian patent, EP = European patent, OA = OAPI patent).

Important:
This list includes all States that have adhered to the PCT by the date shown in the heading. Any States indicated in bold italics 
have adhered to the PCT but were not yet bound by the PCT on the date of issue of the latest version of the request form. If the
applicant wishes to designate any States which are bound by the PCT on the date on which the international application is filed
but which are not listed in the request form, he must add them in Box No. V of the request form and mark the corresponding
check-box. Where a State has adhered to but is not yet bound by the PCT, the date on which it will become bound is shown in
parentheses; it cannot be designated in international applications filed before that date.

Applicants should always use the latest versions of the request and demand forms. The latest versions of the request form
(PCT/RO/101) and demand form (PCT/IPEA/401) are dated January 1996. The forms are reproduced in Annexes X and Y,
respectively, of the PCT Applicant's Guide, Vol. l/B. The request form can also be obtained from receiving Offices or the
International Bureau. The demand form can also be obtained from receiving Offices, International Preliminary Examining Authori-
ties or the International Bureau.
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