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Traditional knowledge & expressions 

may be protected through 

Intellectual property 

may be used to promote

Traditional knowledge & expressions

TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE: PROTECTION AND 
PROMOTION



Protection      Promotion      Safeguard      
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© https://dsdweb.co.uk/level-2-diploma-in-care/personal-development-in-care-settings/show-how-reflecting-on-a-situation-has-improved-own-knowledge-skills-and-understanding/

TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE: PROTECTION AND 
PROMOTION 

Traditional Knowledge



Depending on the traditional knowledge expression and its 
“elements”, e.g.:

© https://enroute.aircanada.com/en/article/oaxaca-food © https://www.amazon.com/Zoeartcrafts-Peruvian-Rug/dp/B07G51HK2K © http://cincai-cincau.blogspot.com/2014/07/traditional-games-in-malaysia-gasing.html

-traditional formulas or recipes à patents/copyright/trade 
secrets

-textiles (working technique; material; decoration; motifs and 
colors) à patents/trademarks/industrial 
designs/copyright/trade secrets

-objects (working technique; material; decoration; motifs and 
colors) à patents/trademarks/industrial 
designs/copyright/trade secrets

TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE: PROTECTION 



Depending on the traditional knowledge expression 
and its “elements”:

Patents: new, industrial application, inventive step, 
disclosure! © https://www.wipo.int/wipo_magazine/en/2009/04/article_0006.html

Trademarks: distinctive + new!

Industrial designs: new, industrial application, not 
conceived only for its function or…

© https://www.westelm.com/products/pure-black-ceramic-vases-d6535/?cm_src=reducedClick#viewLargerHeroOverlay

…Copyright: expression of an idea + original!  © https://www.brandeis.edu/comparative-literature/ (c) https://design.tutsplus.com/tutorials/how-

to-draw-a-sugar-skull--cms-32007

TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE: PROTECTION 

© https://www.thebigidea.nz/stories/creative-nz-agrees-to-transfer-maori-trademark-toi-iho

© https://patentrebel.com/can-you-patent-a-supplement-formula/



Patents: registration!
Trademarks: in principle registration (in some 
countries, protection with use)!
Industrial designs: in principle registration (in 
some countries, with use and/or through 
copyright)!

Copyright: automatic!

TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE: PROTECTION 



Intellectual property ensures: 

-Protection & safeguard of your traditions 
and, should you wish it, promotion of your 
culture

-IP may help you promote your traditional 
knowledge expressions as the original ones!

-Economic gains & uniqueness on the market 

TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE: PROTECTION AND PROMOTION 



Legal IP protection should ALWAYS 
go hand in hand with an IP 
management strategy!

TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE: PROTECTION AND PROMOTION 



Collective marks, certification marks and GIs!

Explain the connection between your traditional 
knowledge and the traditional knowledge 
expression your business revolves around!

Specific videos, pictures, information!
© https://montecuadorhats.com/frecuent-questions/

TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE: PROTECTION 



-The Cowichan tribe and 
the COWICHA certification mark:

© http://www.ic.gc.ca/app/opic-cipo/trdmrks/srch/viewTrademark.html?id=0792174-0&lang=eng&fileNumber=0792174&extension=0&startingDocumentIndexOnPage=1

-registered in 1996 by the Cowichan Band Council of British 
Columbia at the Canadian IP Office for clothing (such as sweaters, 
vests, ponchos, hats, socks, and slippers);
-“The certification mark, to be used by persons authorized by the 
certifier, will certify that the wares have been hand-knit in one piece 
in accordance with traditional tribal methods by members of the 
Coast Salish Nation using raw, unprocessed, undyed, hand-spun 
wool made and prepared in accordance with traditional tribal 
methods.”

TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE: PROTECTION 



E-commerce: © http://compositesmanufacturingmagazine.com/2015/07/composites-companies-open-international-plants-take-global-marketplace-by-storm/

Allows you to expand your business and market of 
reference beyond your normal market  borders… 
…but also exposes you to the threat of being copied 
and subject to wider competition (this threat exists even 
if you don’t engage in e-commerce…)!

intellectual property as a tool for protecting your 
traditional knowledge expressions and promote your 
culture in a “safe” way! 

TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE: PROTECTION AND 
PROMOTION



Creating a website:
-Buy a domain name recalling your community, 
traditional knowledge expression and/or your 
products

-Create a website alone or together with the 
members of your community

-Just make sure to always clarify the terms of 
your relationship with your fellows and with the 
website programmer!

TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE, IP AND E-COMMERCE



Enforcing/defending your rights:

-Copyright notice in the first page of the website and 
© to signal copyright protection

-Post only pictures with a watermark

-Disable right-click and hotlinking and display 
copyright notice when an image is right-clicked

-Don’t show all the procedure to create your 
product! 

TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE, IP AND E-COMMERCE



Thank you for your attention!
gabriele.gagliani@unibocco
ni.it


