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• Traditional Knowledge
databases at the EPO

• Regional TK initiatives

• TKDL at the EPO

• Future developments
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Why is TK so special?

• More than a technical subject.

• Mixes complex IP legal
aspects with simple "property"
concepts.

• Developping countries play a
key role

• TK data acquisition is a
challenge:
– Geographically diverse
– Often undocumented
– Old data
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TK resources in the EPO search system

Traditional Knowledge at the EPO is accessible through various general

and dedicated databases covering NPL PCT-minimum and more.

� Internal databases under EPOQUE

� External databases

� EVL (EPO Virtual Library)

� Traditional Knowledge Portal (at epoxy � http://epoxy.epo.org/)

� Internet resources
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TK resources in the EPO search system

EPO Internal databases*, their availability and size:

� Medline (03-2002)** 20.200.000
� Biosis (10-2003)** 19.000.000
� Embase (11-2002)** 16.000.000

� XPTK (08-2005)** 27.000
� TCM (03-2006)** 52.500

*Medline, Biosis & Embase also External for structure-search

**In brackets (...) date of first availability at EPO
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Access to TK sources by member states

Source: epoxy - NPL databases
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TK resources in the EPO search system

External databases (access via e.g.: Dialog, Questel, STN)

� CA/CAPLUS (Chemical Abstracts)
� REGISTRY (CAS registry file of substances)
� CAB abstracts
� AGRIS (international information system for the

agricultural sciences and technology)
� PASCAL
� NAPRALERT (Natural products alert)
� SCISEARCH (ISI Science citation index expanded)
� DGENE (Derwent GENESEQ)
� PROMT (Predicasts Overview of Markets and Technology)

TK resources
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EVL - EPO Virtual Library

� catalogue of journals, books, dictionaries, etc.
� more than 7000 titles accessible
� direct link to NPL full text
� subscription to publishers, database provider, etc.
� bottom-up approach for getting new titles

TK resources
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NPL (TK) PCT-minimum documentation:

TK NPL PCT-minimum coverage at EPO:

Snapshot December 2008
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Traditional Chinese Medicine - TCM

loaded as internal patent database in March 2006
available to NO's since January 2007
52 531 documents with information on abstract and

� Pharmaceutical classification

� Formulation process
� TCM formula

� Similar effect

� Therapeutic effect
� Side effect

� Formula

consultations on relevance in pharmaceutical fields
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TCM sample record (JViewer)

added value information
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Search Report
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XPTK database (Indian Traditional Knowledge)

� loaded in August 2005
� 27 129 documents
� published by NISCAIR
� main sources:

� IJTK (Indian Journal of Traditional Knowledge)
� MAPA (Medicinal and Aromatic Plants Abstracts)

� IJTK + MAPA belong to PCT-minimum

� TKDL (Traditional Knowledge Digital Library) access granted to this
source by India to the EPO in Feb. 2009:

� 92 authoritative textbooks on ayurvedic medicine
� Nearly 150,000 ayurvedic, unani and siddha medicines
� TKRC (Traditional Knowledge Resource Classification)
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XPTK sample record (EPOQUE search system)
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Use of XPTK
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TKDL - Traditional Knowledge Digital Library

http://www.tkdl.res.in/tkdl/langdefault/common/home.asp?GL=Eng
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Example of TKDL citations
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13 applications where a TKDL document has been cited by the
examiner

• Ophthalmic formulation for the treatment and prevention of pterygium

• Process for the preparation of herbal extract of cassia tora leaves for treating
anxiety disorders

• A topical composition comprising extracts of a. indica and m. charantia or s.
indicum

• Preparation for treatment of a pulmonary disease

• A synergistic ayurvedic / functional food bioactive composition
• Senescence inhibitor

• Herbal composition for treatment of infections caused by dermatophytes

• Compositions and methods for using juice organic, juice based skin care
products

• Method of treatment or management of stress

• A pharmaceutical composition for treating depression and method for
preparation thereof

• Citrus fruit skin extract for angiogenesis promotion

• Medicine and food/beverage for ameliorating hyperglycemia
• Compositions for diabetes treatment and prophylaxis
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Improving TKDL's use

• 73 files do have TKDL references
mainly via Art. 115

• Ideally, such a database should be
searchable in our integrated
search system.

– This is the best guarantee to
have TKDL systematically
searched.

– Would offer all search
possibilities in an integrated
environment.
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On the international front: IP5 Foundation Projects

• Common Documentation aims at sharing
the same searched prior art collections
amongst the 5 Offices (CIPO, EPO,
JPO, KIPO and USPTO).

• Specific databases are in the scope of
Common Documentation including TK.

• For TK: consolidating our TK collections,
agree on the specific databases to be
shared and procure them (public, non-
public).

• TKDL is considered.

DD

CC
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TK a good candidate for innovative approaches like Patent
Peer reviewing

• There is strong interest to
pay attention to those
patents

• TK data are not necessarily
easily available and
accessible in view of their
language, age and format.
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Methods and compositions for inhibiting the infectious
activity of viruses: US4742046 / MEDISEARCH SA [CH]
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Thank You

"The art of medicine consists of amusing the patient while nature cures the disease"

Voltaire


