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Overview



1. Which direction do we desire to take?

a) protection and preservation of TK -vs-

the free exchange of knowledge

• Individual –vs- collective ownership

• Exclusivity –vs- encouraging cultural 

exchange & development

b) Preserving TK –vs- promoting 

sustainable economic development

• IPRs (except copyright) focus on 

economic value

• TK has both economic and moral value



2. Efforts geared towards safeguarding TK



Efforts within the formal IP system



3. a) The legal and economic issues at stake



Does ‘public availability’ mean 

‘public domain’?



What is the scope of ‘public 

domain’?



Concerns over the issue of ‘public 

domain’?



Acceptability of the IPRs system for TK



3. b) effectiveness of the efforts



Down the road?



4. Concluding thoughts



Thank you!!


