
Bulgarian Tangible Cultural Heritage

Treasure from Lukovit City

MANAGING AND 
MAINTAINING THE 

CULTURAL  HERITAGE 
DATABASES

BULGARIAN EXPERIENCE

1. BULGARIAN CREATIVE ECONOMY

2. BULGARIAN IP PROTECTION OF 
SOFTWARE AND DATABASES

• IP PROTECTION OF SOFTWARE

• IP PROTECTION OF DATADASES

4.        CULTURAL HERITAGE DATABASES

• “ALIVE HUMAN TREASURES”

• “BULGARIAN ETHNOGRAPHIC 
TREASURES”



Bulgarian Tangible 

Cultural Heritage

Treasure from 

Panagurishte City

BULGARIAN SOFTWARE AND DATABASES 
INDUSTRY

“The Economic Contribution of Copyright-Based 
Industries in Bulgaria”, 2007

Identified nine core copyright-based industries in Bulgaria 
according to WIPO methodology and classification 
approach :

- Publishing industry

- Software and Databases industry

- Music industry

- Broadcasting media industry

- Film industry 

- Advertising industry

- Photography industry

- Visual and graphic arts industry

- Collective rights management organizations

The economic contribution of each copyright-based industry 
was measured by the economic indexes as GDP, AV, 
Emp., Imp.-Exp., 2003-2005 

The economic trends of Software and Databases industry 
development is 93%, the creation of new software and 
databases as well as web designs growths up to 108%, 
0.511% from GDP, 0.621% from AV, 0.485% from Emp.-
, Imp.-Exp.-no data. 



Bulgarian Cultural Heritage

Traditional Ritual Dance

COPYRIGHT PROTECTION

OF CULTURAL HERITAGE

• Original works-handicrafts;

Artistic leather working; Making jewelry;

Making wrought-iron items; Copper-working;

Artistic casting; Making bells;

Making knives; Making antique 

weapons Making embroidery;

Artistic knitting and crochet; Making 

national dolls;

Making folk musical instruments; Mural and icon 

painting;

Making of artistic ceramics; Artistic 

woodworking;

Making of artistic fabric; Woolen braiding;

Making of national costumes and masks 

Whittling.

• Derivative works- folklore;

• Sui generis protection of 

software and databases.



Bulgarian Tangible Cultural Heritage

Thracian treasure

NATIONAL  IP PROTECTION OF 

SOFTWARE

Copyright and Related Rights Law, 

1993

• Software is protected as literary 

work

• The IP protection is given for the 

software itself

• The ideas and principles integrated 

into the interface of the program 

are excluded from IP protection



Bulgarian Tangible Cultural 

Heritage

Thracian treasure

NATIONAL  IP PROTECTION OF DATABASES 

Copyright and Related Rights Law, 1993

Databases are IP protected in two manners: 

by copyright and by sui generis right 

Databases Copyright Protection

• Databases are protected as collective 

works

• The IP database protection is given for 

the manner of their compilation

• The holder of the copyright over the 

databases is their author



Bulgarian Tangible Cultural 

Heritage

Thracian treasure

NATIONAL  IP PROTECTION OF DATABASES 

Databases Sui generis Protection

• Under sui generis protection are databases 

which are substantive investment

• Sui generis right is separately applicable, but in 

a manner which do not contradict to this 

copyright protection

• The sui generis protected databases may 

secondary be used by their legal user  

• The holder of sui generis right is the investor



Intangible Bulgarian Cultural Heritage,

Traditional Ritual Fire Dance-NESTINARI

UNESCO Masterpiece  
IP ASPECTS OF CH DATABASES PROTECTION 

Regarding the IP issues of CH digitization applicable is 
the copyright protection of the created software 
and sui generis protection of the created 
databases, thus the authorities which order and 
maintain them are state budgeted  i.e.  the “state”
is the “investor”-the right holder.

Usually the creator of software and databases is an 
employee , i.e. the “state” is the copyright holder, 
if there isn’t a prior agreement on this issue.

Regarding the CHL the national cultural heritage is in 
the public domain, i.e. there isn’t any IP 
protection over the traditional elements 
implemented in the objects, thus under IPR are 
only the handicrafts and folklore performances if 
the author or the artist could be defined. 



Ministry of culture 

http://mc.government.bg/

“Alive Human Treasures” –
Digital Register of Bulgarian 
Intangible Cultural Heritage/IF

http://www.treasures-bulgaria.com

• Establishment in 2000-2001,by the 
Institute of Folklore-BAS, Ministry 
of culture and Community centers. 

• The Digital Register of Bulgarian 
ICH is a state means for 
recognition of the elements of 
national ICH and support their 
preservation and transmission as 
well respect the collective IP of its 
generations.





Intangible Bulgarian Cultural Heritage, 

The “Bistrisa Grannies” UNESCO 

Masterpiece 

“Alive Human Treasures” –
National System of Bulgarian 
Intangible Cultural Heritage/IF

• The National system “Alive Human 
Treasures” is databases representing 
Bulgarian ICH by its performers 
(carriers).

• The added into National system  ICH 
carriers could be entered in the 
National representative list of ICH 
after a special procedure. Once 
subscribed in the National 
representative list they could be 
nominated for entering in UNESCO 
masterpiece list.



Traditional Bulgarian 

Handicrafts and House 
“Bulgarian Ethnography Treasure”

Experimental Digital Archive

http://www.ethnography.cc.bas.bg

This digital archive preserves, 
popularizes, educates and facilitates the 
access to Bulgarian ethnography 
artifacts as well as enables the digital 
restoration of different collections and 
regions and creates public and scientific 
information recourse.

“Open Museum” Project 2008-2011





Bulgarian Cultural Heritage-

The Rila Monastery

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
ATTENTION!

Assoc .prof. Vladia Borisova PhD

Intellectual Property Department

Center for Intellectual Property

University of National and World Economy


