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What is patentable?What is patentable?

Section 3 of the Israel Patents Law states:

“An invention, whether a product or a process in any field 
of technology, which is new and useful, can be used 

industrially and involves an inventive step, is a patentable 
invention.”

Discoveries such as a mineral from the 
Dead Sea are not considered inventions 

and are therefore not patentable.
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What is patentable?What is patentable?

Section 13(b) of the Israel Patents Law states:

“It is permissible to express in the claim any of the basic 
elements of the invention as a means or a step for the 
performance of a certain act, and it is not necessary to 

specify the structure, the material or the acts required for 
the performance of that act; a claim expressed as 

aforesaid shall be deemed to include particulars of the 
relevant structure, material or acts, as described in the 

specifications.”

Thus, Functional claims are allowed, as they are 
considered a product or a process
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Patent requirements Patent requirements -- NoveltyNovelty

Section 4 of the Israel Patents Law states:

“An invention is deemed new if it was not published, in 
Israel or abroad, before the application date –

(1) by written, visual, audible or any other description, 
in a manner that enables a skilled person to make it 

according to the particulars of the description;

(2) by exploitation or exhibition, in a manner that 
enables a skilled person to make it according to the 

particulars thus made known.”
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Patent requirements Patent requirements –– Inventive StepInventive Step

Section 5 of the Israel Patents Law states:

“An inventive step is a step which does not, to an 
average skilled person, appear obvious in the light of 
information published before the application date in 

ways said in section 4.”
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Section 7 of the Israel Patents Law states:

“…no patent shall be granted for –

(1) a method of therapeutic treatment on the human body; 

(2) new varieties of plants or animals, except 
microbiological organisms not derived from nature.”

Patent requirements Patent requirements –– RestrictionsRestrictions

Diagnostic methods are acceptable as 
they do not constitute treatment of 

the human body
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Example 1: Organic Chemistry (Markush Formula)
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Multiple drugs can be derived from one 
markush formula and a single drug can 
have multiple patents (product, process, 

pharmaceutical composition, use)
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Example 2: Pharma/Bio (Composition)
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Example 3: Pharma/Bio/Chem (Use claims)
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Example 4: Pharma/Bio (Vaccine)
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Example 5: Pharma/Bio (Diagnosis)
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