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Statement on Access and 
Benefit Sharing.  
 
“Genetic material/Traditional 
knowledge collected under 
access contract/international 
certificate no [country code, 
unique identifier]. The 
government of [x] may retain 
certain rights in this invention.” 
Oldham & Burton (2010) Defusing Disclosure of Origin in Patent 

Applications.  See also, Oldham et. al. 2013 Biological Diversity in the 

Patent System. PLOS ONE.  



Suggestions & Questions:  
 
1. Separate discussion of technical act of disclosure from its 
consequences; 
 
2. Patent revocation may be a useful stick but is it wise? 
 
3. Does, “it’s very complicated” mean “we are unwilling to share 
benefits for conservation” (call a spade a spade)? 
 
4. On plant genetics for agriculture, the Plant Treaty is a logical 
way forward (Alt = NP and multiple disclosure requirements).  
 
5. Enhanced disclosure is an increasing reality. If companies 
wish to operate in these markets it will be sensible to comply?  
 
6. What incentives could encourage and recognise good 
corporate behaviour in the patent system? (don’t penalise the 
good guys!) 
 


