
TK and TCE in Thailand  

1. Legal Aspect 

 1.1 No “sui generis” system for protecting all kinds of  TK and TCE 

 1.2 Certain TK and TCE, however, are protected under specific laws 

 The Protection and Promotion of  Thai Traditional Medicine     

Intelligence Act B.E. 2542  

 The Archaeological Sites, Artifacts, Artistic Objects and National                    
 Museum Act B.E. 2504 (Amendment No. 2  in B.E. 2535) 

 Draft Intangible Cultural Heritage Act    

 

 



The Protection and Promotion of  Thai 

Traditional Medicine Intelligence Act B.E. 2542 

 

• Subject of  Protection --- The (national, general, and personal) 

formula of  traditional Thai drugs and the text on traditional Thai 

medicine and herbs.   
 

• Government Authority --- The Department of  Thai Traditional and 

Complementary Medicine, Ministry of  Pubic Health  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



http://www.dtam.moph.go.th 



The Archaeological Sites, Artifacts, and Artistic 

Objects and National Museum Act B.E. 2504 

(Amendment No. 2) B.E. 2535  

  

• Subject of  Protection --- Archaeological Sites, Artifacts, and Artistic 
Objects and National Museum  

 

• Government Authority ---- The Fine Arts Department, Ministry of  

Culture 



http://www.finearts.go.th 



Draft Intangible Cultural Heritage Act  

• The draft law in principle was approved by the cabinet and currently is under the 
consideration of  the Office of  the Council of  State. 

• Examples of  intangible cultural heritage are 1. Cultural Artistic Performance                        
2. Traditional craftsmanship  3. Folk Literature  4. Intelligent Thai Sport                                   
5. Knowledge and practices concerning nature and universe  6. Social Practices, Rituals, 
and Festive Events  7. Language  8. Others as identified in the Ministerial Regulation  

• The draft Act sets up the registration system for intangible cultural heritage and                                   
the Committee for protection and promotion of  intangible cultural heritage  

• Thailand is currently in the preparatory process, aiming at joining the Convention                  
for the Safeguarding of  the Intangible Cultural Heritage  
 



TK and TCE in Thailand 

2. Promotion Aspects 

    2.1 Promotion of  TK-based and GI products --- GI Market 2015 

 

 

 



 

2. Promotion Aspects 

 2.2 Encouraging the registration of  GI products in the country  and 

 foreign countries.  
 

                                   THUNG KULA RONG-HAI HOM MALI RICE 



2. Promotion Aspects 

 2.3 Project One Province One GI product--- Currently, 34 provinces 

 have their own GI registered with the DIP.  It is aimed that all provinces           

 in Thailand can completely register their GI products with the DIP                          

 by 2017.  
 

 2.4 TK & TCE databases ---  TK and TCE databases have been created 

 by several communities, provinces and relevant governmental agencies 

 throughout the country 

 



 Case Study: Rue-Si Dutton 

Case Study: Rue-Si Dutto 



Challenges 

• Lack of  Unified Law for Protecting all TKs and TCEs 

• No Central TK and TCE Database 

• Several Governmental Units in charge of  TK and TCE such 

as Ministry of  Public Health, Ministry of  Culture, and the 

Department of  Intellectual Property, Ministry of  Commerce  
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For Your Attention  


