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Overview

• Background information
• Patent data deep indexing in SIPO
• Database
• Interface of the search system

Quick search
Advanced search
Formula search
Traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) dictionary

• English version of TCM database
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Background information

• supported by State Intellectual Property Office
(SIPO) of China, and established in 2001 by
Intellectual Property Publishing House of SIPO

• In 2002, the English version was established
• covers the patents related to TCM from April

1985 to present, and provides 29 search entries
with the bibliographic data, subjects and
applications/therapeutic effects

• deeply indexed
• Now, the database is updated monthly



4

Overview

• Background information
• Patent data deep indexing
• Database
• Interface of the search system

Quick search
Advanced search
Formula search
Traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) dictionary

• English version of TCM database



5

Patent data deep indexing

• Stared in 2000

• Undertaker: Intellectual Property Publishing House

• Subject Field of Deep Indexing: TCM

• Scope: Chinese Patent Applications
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Patent data deep indexing

Deep Indexing fields:

1. Title (TI)
2. Abstract (AB)
3. Application Date (AD)
4. Application Number (AP)
5. Publication Date (PD)
6. Publication Number (PN)
7. Applicant (PA)
8. Applicant Address (ADDR)
9. Applicant Country/Province Code (PAC)
10. Inventor Name (INR)
11. Priority (PRN)
12. International Patent Classification (IC)

(searching for IC1 and IC2 together)
13. Main International Patent Classification (IC1)
14. Secondary International Patent Classification (IC2)
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Patent data deep indexing

Deep Indexing fields:

15. Biological Process (BIO)
16. Chemical Process (CHE)
17. Analytical Process (ANA)
18. Extraction Process (EXT)
19. Physical Process (PHY)
20. Formulation Process (GAL)
21. Composition (MIX)
22. New Therapeutic Use (NUS)
23. Subject Index Terms (IT)

(used to search ANA, EXT, BIO, CHE, PHY,GAL, MIX, NUS together)
24. Therapeutic Effect (THEF)
25. Side Effect (TOXI)
26. Diagnostic Effect (DIAG)
27. Similar Effect (ANEF)
28. Interactive Effect (DINT)
29. Use/Effect (EFF)

(used to search THEF, TOXI, DIAG, DINT, ANEF together)
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Database

TCM Formula
Database

TCM DictionaryTCM

TCM patent bibliographic
Database
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Database

TCM Formula Search :

TCM Dictionary
Patent

Bibliographic
Database

output

CN name
EN name
TCM Formula
Chinese Pinyin
English name
Latin Name

TCM Formula
Database

TCM Name

Subject Terms
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Interface

Quick search

Advanced search

formula search

TCM dictionary

Chemical medicine
dictionary

Contains TCM
databases

Search history;
Save result;
Help;
logoff
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Interface

Interface of the search system:

Quick search
Advanced search
Formula search
Traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) dictionary
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Quick search

1. Select the time scope

2. Select the database and the search field

4. Select the operator (AND or OR)
AND

OR

3. Enter the search terms
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Interface

Interface of the search system:

Quick search
Advanced search
Formula search
Traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) dictionary
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Advanced search

1. Select the database and time scope

2. Enter the search query using logic operators
Search

Reset
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Operators:

Advanced search

• parenthesis “( )” used to identify the search priority;
• “?” stands for one character;

• Use (W) to require that the answer contains search terms adjacent to
each other, in the order typed;

• (N) means that the search terms are adjacent to each other in either
order;

• (nW) means that the search terms have n characters intervening
between them, in the order typed;

• (nN) means that the search terms have n characters intervening

between them and terms are in either order.
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Search result

Advanced search

Application number Title

Search query
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Interface

Formula information
Chemical compound information

Example
Record

Full-text

Figure accompanying the abstract

name

Application number
title

abstract

Publication number
Application date
Publication date

Applicant
Inventor
Address

Pharmaceutical category
Composition

Therapeutic effect

Search term

Main patent classification
Secondary patent classification

Compound registry number
CAS registry number

Roles
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Interface

Interface of the search system:

Quick search
Advanced search
Formula search
Traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) dictionary
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Formula search

� formula similarity search

� formula logic search
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Formula search

Display search results by

Medicine number of
the formula

Search query
Search

Reset

1. Restrict the medicine numbers of a formula.
2. Display by TCM formula or by patent number.
3. Enter the search query using the following operators.

� formula logic search
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Formula search

Display search results by

Medicine number of
the formula

medicines related
to the formula

1. Restrict the medicine numbers of a formula;

2. Display by TCM formula or by patent number;
3. Type the related medicines respectively into the boxes labeled 1 to 15;

4. Select a number to specify how many medicines should be included in the
search result;

5. Select search field and enter the search terms at the right text entry box;

6. Use AND or OR between the terms.

The formula contains
at least “8” medicines

Search fields

Reset

Search

AND OR

� formula similarity search
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Search result

Formula search

Application number Title

Displayed by

application number

Displayed by formula

Application number
Title

Formula information
Medicine numbers
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Formula search

Formula information

Example Record
Full-text

Application number
title

abstract

Publication number
Application date
Publication date

Applicant
Inventor
Address

Pharmaceutical classification

Therapeutic effect

Main patent classification
Secondary patent classification
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Interface

Interface of the search system:

Quick search
Advanced search
Chemical structure search
Formula search
Traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) dictionary
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TCM dictionary

1. Enter a medicine name

2. Search result

Search fields: All names; Chinese standard names; Chinese synonyms; English drug
names; Latin drug names; Latin plant/mineral names; Chinese PINYIN

Standard name
synonyms

Chinese PINYIN
English name

Latin name
Latin plant/mineral name

Crossover to

Search in other database

Search



28

TCM dictionary

3. Crossover to other database

Crossover to TCM formula database

Application number
title

Formula information

Search term
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TCM dictionary

3. Crossover to other database

Crossover to TCM patent bibliographic database

Application number title
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English version of TCM database
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English version of TCM database
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English version of TCM database
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English version of TCM database
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English version of TCM database

Additional tool: statistic

Statistic by:
• Applicant
• Inventor
• Province/country Code
• Country Code
• IPC
• Main IPC
• Sub IPC
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English version of TCM database

Additional tool: statistic
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English version of TCM database
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English version of TCM database
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English version of TCM database

Display the results by formula
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English version of TCM database

Display the results by application number
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English version of TCM database
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English version of TCM database



43

English version of TCM database

Crossover to TCM formula database

Crossover to TCM patent Bib. database
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English version of TCM database

end
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