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UNDRIP – Article 31 

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain, 
control, protect and develop their cultural heritage, 
traditional knowledge and traditional cultural 
expressions . . . .  

They also have the right to maintain, control, protect 
and develop their intellectual property over such 
cultural heritage, traditional knowledge, and 
traditional cultural expressions.  

2. In conjunction with indigenous peoples, States shall 
take effective measures to recognize and protect the 
exercise of these rights. 

 



Key Components of 

TK Protection in the 
IP Context 

POLICY INITIATIVES 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

PRACTICAL TOOLS 

LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVES 
 

http://www.wipo.int/tk/en/legal_texts/

http://www.wipo.int/tk/en/legal_texts/


Defensive Protection Positive Protection 

Types of Protection 
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1. Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) 

3. Right to Access/Remove/Correct 

2. “Do No Harm” 
DATABASE 

PRINCIPLES  



• Located in Maine, USA 

• One of earliest US tribes working on 
intellectual property protection issues 

• Loss and misappropriation/misuse of 
cultural heritage  

• Researchers culling tribal traditional 
knowledge for own benefit 

Penobscot Nation 



Penobscot Tribal Rights and Resources 

Protection Board  



Penobscot Nation & University of Maine 

  
 



Traditional Knowledge (TK) Labels 

For more information 
on TK Labels 

see:  www.localcontexts.org  
  



Karuk Tribe 



Practicing Píkyav: 
A Guiding Policy for Collaborative Projects and Research Initiatives 

with the Karuk Tribe 

• Guiding principles govern research/other 
collaborative projects with the Tribe 
 

• Ensure protection of Tribe’s intellectual and cultural 
property and recognize Tribe’s sovereignty 
 

• Core principles for collaborative projects include: 

• Free, Prior and Informed Consent 

• Confidentiality 

• Self-determination, Prior Rights, and 
Inalienability 

• Respecting Indigenous Knowledge and 
Intellectual Property 



Protocol with Agreement for Intellectual Property Rights 

of the Karuk Tribe 



• Sípnuuk: Karuk word for “storage basket”  
 
• Repository and program for digital content 
 
• Native foods, fibers, cultural practices related to natural 

resources management, Karuk traditional knowledge, Karuk 
language and culture 

 
• Tribal data & materials accessible through other repositories, 

with tribal metadata providing culturally relevant context 
 
• Publically accessible, with differential access to sensitive 

information 
 
• Intellectual Property and Take-Down Guidelines 
 
• “Any materials containing Karuk traditional knowledge are 

the intellectual and cultural property of the Karuk People” 
and are only to be made available according to Karuk 
cultural protocols 
 
 

Sípnuuk Digital Library, Archives, and Museum 



“We’re all 

  in this 

    together” 


