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LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS/LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

I. ÉTATS/STATES

(dans l’ordre alphabétique des noms français des États)
(in the alphabetical order of the names in French of the States)

AFRIQUE DU SUD/SOUTH AFRICA

Shadrik Ralekeno MOEPHULI, Senior Manager, Genetic Resources Directorate, Department 
of Agriculture, Pretoria

MacDonald NETSHITENZHE, Director, Intellectual Property Legislation and Policy, 
Department of Trade and Industry, Pretoria

MogegeMOSIMEGE, Director, Indigenous Knowledge Systems and Tertiary Initiatives, 
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), Pretoria

Fiyola HOOSEN(Ms.), Second Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva

ALBANIE/ALBANIA

BozoSPARTAK, Director General, Patent and Trademark Office, Tirana

ALGÉRIE/ALGERIA

Nor-Eddine BENFREHA, conseiller, Mission permanente, Genève

ALLEMAGNE/GERMANY

CorneliaRUDLOFF-SCHÄFFER(Mrs.), Head, Legal Department, German Patent and 
Trademark Office, Munich

HansGeorgBARTELS, Judge at the Local Court, Federal Ministry of Justice, Berlin

Mara Mechtild WESSELER (Ms.), Counsellor, Permanent Mission, Geneva

ARABIE SAOUDITE/SAUDI ARABIA

Fahd AL-AJLAN, General Directorate of Patents, King Abdulaziz City for Science and 
Technology, Riyadh
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ARGENTINE/ARGENTINA

Marta GABRIELONI (Sra.), Consejera de Embajada, Misión Permanente, Ginebra

AUSTRALIE/AUSTRALIA

Ian HEATH, Director General, IP Australia, Department of Industry, Science and Resources, 
Canberra

Susan FARQUHAR (Ms.), Director, IP Australia, Canberra

Stephen FOX, Principal Legal Officer, Copyright Attorney-Generals Department, 
Canberra 

Kristiane HERRMANN (Ms.), Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, Canberra

Adrian WHITE, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Canberra

AZERBAIDJAN/AZERBAIJAN

KamranIMANOV, Chairman, Copyright Agency of the Azerbaijani Republic, Baku

AUTRICHE/AUSTRIA

Christian AUINGER, Legal Officer, Ministry of Justice, Vienna

BANGLADESH

Toufiq ALI, Ambassador, Permanent Mission, Geneva

Kazi Imtiaz HOSSAIN, Counsellor, Permanent Mission, Geneva

Taufiqur RAHAMAN, Third Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva

BÉLARUS/BELARUS

Irina EGOROVA(Mrs.), First Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva

BELGIQUE/BELGIUM

Vicky LEENTJES(Mlle), expert, Biodiversité, Ministère de l’environnement, Bruxelles

Alain TACQ, conseiller adjoint, Service du droit d’auteur, Ministère de la justice, Bruxelles
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BHOUTAN/BHUTAN

Kinley WANGCHUK, Deputy Director, Intellectual Property Division, Ministry of Trade and 
Industry, Thimphu

Sherab TENZIN, First Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva

BOLIVIE/BOLIVIA

Mayra MONTERO CASTILLO (Srta.), Consejero, Misión Permanente, Ginebra

BRÉSIL/BRAZIL

Maria BeatrizAMORIM PÁSCOA (Mrs.), Coordinator of Technical Cooperation, National 
Institute of Industrial Property (INPI), Ministry of Development, Industry and Foreign Trade, 
Rio de Janeiro

Vanessa DOLCE DE FARIA (Ms.), Diplomat, Brasilia

Francisco CANNABRAVA, Second Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva

BURUNDI

Justine BIHOTORI (Mme), premier conseiller, Mission permanente, Genève

CAMEROUN/CAMEROON

Jean-Marie FONDOUN, responsable des ressources génétiques, Yaoundé

Alphone BOMBOGO, chargé d’études, assistant, Cellule juridique, Ministère de la culture, 
Yaoundé

Jean Marie NJOCK, chargé d’études, assistant no. 1, Cellule juridique, Ministère de la 
culture, Yaoundé
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CANADA

JohnCRAIG, Legal Analyst, Intellectual Property Policy, Department of Industry, Ottawa

RobertMCDOUGALL, Policy Analyst, Information and Technology Trade Policy Division, 
Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, Ottawa

JockLANGFORD, Senior Policy Advisor, Intellectual Property Rights, Biodiversity 
Convention Office, Québec

JeffreyRICHSTONE, General Counsel, Department of Canadian Heritage, Gatineau

Brian ROBERTS, Senior Policy Advisor, Environment and Traditional Knowledge, 
International Relations Directorate, Indian and Northern Affairs, Gatineau

PatriceROBINSON(Ms.), Counsel, Aboriginal Law and Strategic Initiatives, Department of 
Justice, Ottawa

WayneSHINYA, Senior Policy Analyst, Copyright Policy Branch,Department of Canadian 
Heritage, Ottawa

CameronMAC KAY , First Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva

CHINE/CHINA

QIAO Dexi, Director General, International Cooperation Department, State Intellectual 
Property Office (SIPO), Beijing

GAO Si (Ms.), Deputy Director, National Copyright Administration of China (NCAC), 
Beijing

SUN Yanling  (Ms.), Division Director, Patent Search and Consultation Center, State 
Intellectual Property Office (SIPO), Beijing

SONG Jianhua (Ms.), Division Director, Legal Affairs Department, State Intellectual Property 
Office (SIPO), Beijing

ZENG Yanni (Ms.), Project Administrator, International Cooperation Department, State 
Intellectual Property Office (SIPO), Beijing

CHEUNG Peter Kam Fai, Deputy Director, Intellectual Property Office, Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region

HAN Li  (Mrs.), First Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva
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COLOMBIE/COLOMBIA

RicardoTORRES, Investigador Principal, Instituto Alexander von Humboldt, Bogotá

CONGO

SamuelKIDIBA , directeur du Patrimoine et du Développement culturel, Ministère de la 
culture, des arts et du tourisme, Brazzaville

Delphine BIKOUTA (Mme), premier conseiller, Mission permanente, Genève

COSTA RICA

AlejandroSOLANO ORTIZ, Ministro Consejero, Misión Permanente, Ginebra

CÔTE D'IVOIRE

N’guessan KOUAKOU, professeur d’Université, Université de Bouaké, Abidjan

Desiré-Bosson ASSAMOI, conseiller, Mission permanente, Genève

CROATIE/CROATIA

Tatjana MILOVIC (Mrs.), Patent Examiner, State Intellectual Property Office, Zagreb

Irena SCHMIDT (Mrs.), Official, Department for Development for Intellectual Property

CUBA

Natacha GUMÁ (Sra.), Segunda Secretaria, Misión Permanente, Ginebra

DANEMARK/DENMARK

Tim SCHYBERG, Chief Counsellor, Danish Patent and Trademark Office, Taastrup

Veit KOESTER, Director , Danish Forest and Nature Agency, Copenhagen

Niels Holm SVENDSEN, Legal Adviser, Danish Patent and Trademark Office, Taastrup

Preben GREGERSEN, Minister Counsellor, Permanent Mission, Geneva
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ÉGYPTE/EGYPT

Naela GABR (Mrs.), Ambassador, Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission, Geneva

Ahmed Aly MORSI, Professor, Head, Arabic Language and Folklore Department, Faculty of 
Literature, Cairo University, Advisor to the Minister of Culture for Popular Heritage, Cairo

Hassan EL BADRAWI, Counsellor, Department of Legislative Affairs, Ministry of Justice, 
Cairo

Gamal Abdel RahmanALI , Legal Consultant, Academy of Scientific Research and 
Technology (ASRT), Cairo

Ahmed ABDEL-LATIF, Third Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva

EL SALVADOR

Ramiro RECINOS TREJO, Ministro Consejero, Misión Permanente, Ginebra

ÉQUATEUR/ECUADOR

Rafael PAREDES PROAÑO, Representante Permanente Alterno, Misión Permanente, 
Ginebra
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ESPAGNE/SPAIN

Antonio GUISASOLA GONZÁLEZ DEL REY, Subdirector General de la Propiedad 
Intelectual, Ministerio de Educación, Cultura y Deporte, Madrid

María JesúsUTRILLA UTRILLA (Sra.), Asesora Vocal de Relaciones con la Unión Europea 
en materia de Propiedad Intelectual, Ministerio de Educación, Cultura y Deporte, Madrid

Emilia ARAGÓN SÁNCHEZ(Sra.), Jefe de Servicio de Relaciones Internacionales, 
Ministerio de Educación, Cultura y Deporte, Madrid

AshaSUKHWANI (Sra.), Técnico Superior Examinador, Departamento de Patentes e 
Información Tecnológica, Oficina Española de Patentes y Marcas, Ministerio de Ciencia y 
Tecnología, Madrid

MaríaNOGUEROL(Sra.), Consejera Técnica, Cooperación Multilateral, Agencia Española 
de Cooperación Internacional, Ministerio de Asuntos Exteriores, Madrid

María Teresa MARTIN-CRESPS (Sra), Ministerio del Medio Ambiente, Madrid

Enrique ALONSO GARCIA, Universidad Rey Juan Carlos, Madrid

Alejandro LAGO CANDEIRA, Consejero Jurídico en Asuntos de Medio Ambiente, 
Universidad Rey Juan Carlos, Madrid

Ana PAREDES(Sra.), Consejera, Misión Permanente, Ginebra
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ÉTATS-UNIS D’AMÉRIQUE/UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Linda LOURIE (Ms.), Attorney-Advisor, Office of Legislative and International Affairs, 
United States Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, D.C.

Eric Bruce WILSON, United States Department of the Interior, Washington D.C.

Peggy A. BULGER (Ms.), Director, American Folklife Center, Library of Congress, 
Washington D.C.

Richard DRISCOLL, Senior Conservation Officer, Office of Oceans, Environment and 
Science, Department of State, Washington, D.C.

Terry WILLIAMS, Commissioner of Fisheries and Natural Resources, Governmental Affairs 
Department, Tulalip Tribes of Washington, Marysville

Michael TAFT, Folklife Specialist, American Folklife Center, Library of Congress, 
Washington D.C.

Sayuri RAJAPAKSE (Miss), Attorney Advisor, United States Copyright Office, 
Washington D.C.

Daniel ROSS, Economic Officer, Bureau of Economic and Business Affairs, Department of 
State, Washington, D.C.

Dominic KEATING, Intellectual Property Attaché, Permanent Mission, Geneva

Michael A. MEIGS, Advisor, Permanent Mission, Geneva

ÉTHIOPIE/ETHIOPIA

GetnetHUNEGNAW, Patent Team Leader, Patent, Technology Transfer and Development 
Department, Ethiopian Science and Technology Commission, Addis Ababa

Woinshet TADESSE, First Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva

FÉDÉRATION DE RUSSIE/RUSSIAN FEDERATION

LarissaSIMONOVA (Mrs.), Head of Division, International Relations Department, Russian 
Agency for Patents and Trademarks (ROSPATENT), Moscow

Yury SMIRNOV, Director of Division, Federal Institute of Industrial Property, Russian 
Agency for Patents and Trademarks (ROSPATENT), Moscow

NataliaPONOMAREVA (Mrs.), Senior Examiner, Federal Institute of Industrial Property, 
Russian Agency for Patents and Trademarks (ROSPATENT), Moscow



WIPO/GRTKF/IC/3/17 
Annexe I/Annex I, page 9

FIDJI/FIJI

Semesa DruavesiKARAVAKI , Principal Legal Officer, Attorney General’s Office, Suva

FRANCE

MarianneCANTET (Mme), chargée de mission au Service du droit international et 
communautaire, Institut national de la propriété industrielle (INPI), Paris

Andrée SONTOT (Mlle), chargée de mission, Bureau des ressources génétiques, Paris

Pascal DUMAS DE RAULY, chef du service du droit international et communautaire, INPI, 
Paris

Michèle WEIL-GUTHMANN (Mme), conseillère, Mission permanente, Genève

Magali TRUONG-QUI (Mlle), Mission permanente, Genève

GABON

EmmanuelBAYANI NGOYI , assistant administratif, Observatoire national de la biodiversité, 
Ministère de l'économie forestière chargé de l'environnement, Libreville

GHANA

Ben TAKYI, Minister Counsellor/Consul, Permanent Mission, Geneva

GRÈCE/GREECE

LambrosKOTSIRIS, President, Board of Directors, Hellenic Intellectual Property 
Organization, Ministry of Culture, Athens

DionyssiaKALLINIKOU (Ms.), Director, Hellenic Intellectual Property Organization, 
Ministry of Culture, Athens

DionyssiaSOTIROPOULOU(Mrs.), Member of the Board of Directors, Hellenic Intellectual 
Property Organization, Counselor to the Minister of Culture, Ministry of Culture, Athens

GUATEMALA

Javier EnriqueGUZMÁN ULLOA , Director General, Registro de la Propiedad Intelectual, 
Guatemala

Andrés WYLD, Primer Secretario, Misión Permanente, Ginebra
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GUINÉE/GUINEA

ThiernoAmadouBAH, ingénieur, Service de la propriété industrielle (SPI), Conakry

Kerfalla MAKANERA , magistrat, assistant chargé des questions juridiques, Ministère de la 
culture, Conakry

OmerGUILAVOGUI, professeur, consultant en propriété intellectuelle, Bureau guinéen du 
droit d'auteur (BGDA), Conakry

Aminata KOUROUMA (Mme), premier secrétaire, Mission permanente, Genève

HONDURAS

Karen CIS ROSALES (Ms.), Segunda Secretaria, Misión Permanente, Ginebra

HONGRIE/HUNGARY

Szilvia Tóth BAJTAY (Mrs.), Deputy Head of Department, Legal and International 
Department, Hungarian Patent Office

VeronikaCSERBA(Ms.), Legal Officer, Hungarian Patent Office, Budapest

INDE/INDIA

H.S. PURI, Ambassador, Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission, Geneva

Anwar Ehsan AHMAD, Joint Secretary to the Governement of India, Department of 
Industrial Policy and Promotion, Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Government of India, 
New Delhi

Ashish BAMUGUNA, Joint Secretary, Department of Agriculture and Cooperation, Ministry 
of Agriculture, New Delhi

Desh DeepakVERMA, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Environment and Forests, New Delhi

Kumud BANSAL (Ms.), Additional Secretary, Department of Education, Ministry of Human 
Resource Development, New Delhi

Vinod Kumar GUPTA, Director, National Institute of Science, Communication, New Delhi

Rajkumar HIRWANI, Head, CSIR Unit for Research and Development of Information 
Products, Pune

Homai SAHA, Minister, Permanent Mission, Geneva
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INDONÉSIE/INDONESIA

Arry ARDANTA SIGIT, Director for Cooperation and Development, Director General of 
Intellectual Property, Department of Justice and Human Rights, Jakarta

Iwan WIRANATA -ATMADJA, Minister Counsellor, Permanent Mission, Geneva

Dewi M. KUSUMAASTUTI (Ms.), First Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva

IRAN (RÉPUBLIQUE ISLAMIQUE D’)/IRAN (ISL AMIC REPUBLIC OF)

Mohamed RezaALIZA DEH, Deputy Head of the Judiciary, Head, State Organization for 
Registration of Deeds and Properties, Tehran

Ali Ashraf MOJTAHED-SHABESTARI, Ambassador, Deputy Permanent Representative, 
Permanent Mission, Geneva

Seyed HassanMIRHOSSEINI, Deputy Head, State Organization for Registration of Deeds 
and Property, Tehran

YadollahTAHERNEJHAD, Managing Director, Organization of Handicrafts, Tehran

MohammadAli MORDI-NABI, Director General, Legal Department, Ministry of 
Agricultural Jihad, Tehran

MostafaGHANNAGHA, Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Officer, Iran Carpet 
Company, Tehran

YounesSAMADI RENDI, Director of Legal Office, Iranian Cultural Heritage Organization, 
Tehran

BehroozVOJDANI, Director of Social Anthropology in Iranian Cultural heritage 
Organization,Tehran

ZohrehTAHERI (Mrs.), Head, Research, Development and Technology, Ministry of 
Industries and Mines, Tehran

Hodjat KHADEMI, Chief of Contracts Office, Ministry of Agriculture, Tehran

MahmoodKHOOBKAR, Expert, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Tehran

Ali HEYRANI NOBARI, Counsellor, Permanent Mission, Geneva

IRAQ

Ghalib ASKAR, First Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva
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ITALIE/ITALY

Foglia RAFFAELE, conseiller juridique, Ministère de l’extérieur, Rome

MarcelloBROGGIO, Institut agronomique pour l'Outre-mer, Rome

JAMAHIRIYA ARABE LIBYENNE/LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA

ZakiaSAHLI (Ms.), Counsellor, Permanent Mission, Geneva

JAMAÏQUE/JAMAICA

Symone BETTON (Ms.), First Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva

JAPON/JAPAN

Taizo HARA, Japan Patent Office (JPO), Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI), 
Tokyo

Hitoshi WATANABE, Director, International Cooperation Office, International Affairs 
Division, General Administration Department, Japan Patent Office (JPO), Ministry of 
Economy, Trade and Industry, Tokyo

Jun KOIDE, Deputy Director, Seeds and Seedlings Division, Agricultural Production Bureau, 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Tokyo

Masashi NAKAZONO, Deputy Director, International Affairs Division, Japan Copyright 
Office, Tokyo

Toru SATO, First Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva

Takashi YAMASHITA, First Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva

JORDANIE/JORDAN

Mamoun TharwatTALHOUNI, Director General, Department of the National Library, 
Amman

KAZAKHSTAN

NurgaishaSAKHIPOVA (Mrs.), Chairman, Committee on the Rights of Intellectual Property, 
Ministry of Justice, Astana

Erik ZHUSSUPOV, Diplomat, Permanent Mission, Genève
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KENYA

NorahK. OLEMBO, Director, Industrial Property Office, Ministry of Research, Technical 
Training and Technology, Nairobi

Paul OmondiMBAGO, Registrar General, Department of the Registrar-General, Attorney-
General’s Chambers, Nairobi

JulietM. GICHERU(Mrs.), First Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva

KIRIBATI

Bweitu N. TION, Senior Assistant Secretary, Ministry of Commerce, Industries and Tourism, 
Tarawa

LESOTHO

S.LENKA (Miss), Registrar-General, Office of the Registrar-General, Ministry of Law and 
Constitutional Affairs, Maseru

LETTONIE/LATVIA

MaraROZENBLATE (Ms.), Senior Examiner, Head, PCT Section, Department of 
Examination of Inventions, Patent Office of the Republic of Latvia, Riga

LIBERIA

Charles MorrisKOLLIE, Trademark Officer, Bureau of Archives, Patents, Trade Marks and 
Copyright, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Monrovia

YolandaK. GHINEY, Trademark Examiner, Bureau of Archives, Patents, Trade Marks and 
Copyright, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Monrovia

MADAGASCAR

MaximeZAFERA, ambassadeur, représentant permanent, Mission permanente, Genève

OlgatteABDOU (Mme), premier secrétaire, Mission permanente, Genève



WIPO/GRTKF/IC/3/17 
Annexe I/Annex I, page 14

MALAISIE/MALAYSIA

KamalKORMIN, Senior Patent Examiner, Intellectual Property Division, Ministry of 
Domestic Trade and Consumer Affairs, Kuala Lumpur

Raja REZA, Consul/Second Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva

MALI

AbdoulayéFANÉ, directeur général, Bureau malien du droit d'auteur, Bamako

MALTE/MALTA

Michael BARTOLO, Ambassador and Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission, 
Geneva

Edwin VASSALLO, Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry for Economic Services, Valletta

Gilbert AGIUS, Private Secretary to the Parliamentary Secretary, Valletta

Carmel GALEA, Director General, Commerce Division, Comptroller of Industrial Property, 
Ministry for Economic Services, Valletta

Charles VASSALLO, Senior Principal, Small Business and Crafts Dierctorate, Commerce 
Division, Ministry for Economic Services, Valletta

Godwin WARR, Director, Policy and Regulatory Services, Industrial Property Office, 
Commerce Division, Valletta

Pierre Clive AGIUS, Counsellor, Permanent Mission, Geneva

MAROC/MOROCCO

BenaliHARMOUCH, chef de service, dessins et modèles industriels, Office marocain de la 
propriété industrielle et commerciale (OMPIC), Ministère du commerce et de l’industrie, 
Casablanca

Khalid SEBTI, premier secrétaire, Mission permanente, Genève

MAURICE/MAURITIUS

Bipin RUDHEE, First Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva

MAURITANIE/MAURITANIA

Habib OULD HEMET, First Counsellor, Permanent Mission, Geneva
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MEXIQUE/MEXICO

Gustavo ALBIN, Embajador, Misión Permanente, Ginebra

AlejandraÁLVAREZ TAMAYO (Sra.), Subdirectora Divisional de Representación Legal, 
Instituto Mexicano de la Propiedad Industrial (IMPI), México

EmeliaHERNÁNDEZ (Sra.), Subdirectora Divisional de Examen de Fondo de Patentes, 
Instituto Mexicano de la Propiedad Industrial (IMPI), México

José Carlos FERNANDEZ, Jefe de Asuntos Económicos para el Medio Ambiente, Instituto 
Nacional de Ecología México

Jorge LARSON GUERRA, Coordinador del Proyecto, Recursos Biológicos Colectivos, 
Comisión Nacional para el Conocimiento y Uso de la Biodiversidad (CONABIO), México

Karla ORNELAS-LOERA (Sra.), Tercera Secretaria, Misión Permanente, Ginebra

MYANMAR

Myint KYI , Director, Department of Advanced Science and Technology, Ministry of Science 
and Technology, Yangon

NIGER

Attari BOUKAR, chargé de la gestion des ressources naturelles, Ministère de l'économie et 
des finances, Niamey

NIGÉRIA/NIGERIA

Maigari Gurama BUBA, Second Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva

Aliyu Muhammad ABUBAKAR, Counsellor, Permanent Mission, Geneva

Usman SARKI, Counsellor, Permanent Mission, Geneva

NORVÈGE/NORWAY

JanPetterBORRING, Adviser, Ministry of the Environment, Oslo

JohannesOPSAHL, Higher Executive Officer, Ministry of Justice, Oslo

JosteinSANDVIK, Senior Adviser, Norwegian Patent Office, Oslo

MortenW. TVEDT, Researcher, Fridtjof Nansen Institute, Oslo
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NOUVELLE-ZÉLANDE/NEW ZEALAND

Kim CONNOLLY-STONE(Ms.), Senior Advisor, Intellectual Property, Competition and 
Enterprise Branch, Ministry of Economic Development, Wellington

Emily EARL (Ms.), Second Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva

OMAN

AbdulazizBen NasserAL BALUSHI , Director, Department of Popular Folklore, Ministry of 
National Heritage and Culture, Muscat

FatmaAL-GHAZALI (Mrs.), Counsellor, Economic Section, Permanent Mission, Geneva

OUGANDA/UGANDA

M.A. Denis MANANA, First Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva

PAKISTAN

Mujeeb Ahmed KHAN, Permanent Mission, Geneva

PANAMA

Luz CelesteRÍOS DE DAVIS(Sra.), Directora General, Registro de la Propiedad Industrial, 
Panamá

Lilia CARRERA (Sra.), Analista de Comercio Exterior, Misión Permanente ante la 
Organización Mundial del Comercio (OMC), Ginebra

PAYS-BAS/NETHERLANDS

Rob VAN RAALTE, Senior Policy Adviser, Department of International Affairs, Ministry of
Agriculture, Nature Management and Fisheries 

Jennes DE MOL, First Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva

PÉROU/PERU

BegoñaVENERO AGUIRRE(Sra.), Vocal de la Sala de Propiedad Intelectual, Tribunal del 
Instituto Nacional de Defensa de la Competencia y de la Protección de la Propiedad 
Intelectual (INDECOPI), Lima

BettyBERENDSON (Sra.), Ministra Consejera, Misión Permanente, Ginebra
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PHILIPPINES

Ma. Angelina M. STA. CATALINA (Mrs.), First Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva

PORTUGAL

Carlos PEREIRA GODINHO, Director of Plant Breeder’s Rights Office, Lisbon

José Sérgio DE CALHEIROS DA GAMA, conseiller juridique, Mission permanente, Genève

Nuno Manuel Silva GONÇALVES, directeur, Ministère de la Culture, Droit d’auteur, 
Lisbonne

QATAR

Abdulla Ahmad KAYED, Head, Office of the Protection of Patent and Copyright, Doha

RÉPUBLIQUE DE CORÉE/REPUBLIC OF KOREA

KIM Hye Won, Director General, Patent Examination Department III, Korean Intellectual 
Property Office (KIPO), Daejeon

SEO Eul-Soo, Patent Examiner, Genetic Engineering Examination Division, Korean 
Intellectual Property Office (KIPO), Daejeon

LEE Young-ah (Ms.), Deputy Director, Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Copyright Division, 
Seoul

CHOE Kyong-soo, Director, Research and Information Office, Copyright Deliberation and 
Conciliation Committee, Seoul

AHN Jae-Hyun, Intellectual Property Attaché, Permanent Mission, Geneva

RÉPUBLIQUE DOMINICAINE/DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

FedericoA. CUELLO CAMILO, Embajador, Representante Permanente, Misión Permanente, 
Ginebra

IsabelPADILLA  (Srta.), Consejero, Misión Permanente, Ginebra

RÉPUBLIQUE DE MOLDOVA/REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA

NicolaeTARAN, Director General, State Agency on Industrial Property Protection, Kishinev
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RÉPUBLIQUE POPULAIRE DÉMOCRATIQUE DE CORÉE/DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Il Hyok KIM , Director General, Invention Office, Pyongyang

Jin Song SONG (Dr), Director, Invention Office, Pyongyang

JANG Chun Sik, Counsellor, Permanent Mission, Geneva

RÉPUBLIQUE TCHÈQUE/CZECH REPUBLIC

LenkaJIRSOVÁ (Miss), Lawyer, Copyright Department, Prague

ROUMANIE/ROMANIA

GáborVARGA, Director General, State Office for Inventions and Trademarks, Bucharest

Constanta-CorneliaMORARU (Mrs.), Head, Legal and International Cooperation Section, 
State Office for Inventions and Trademarks, Bucharest

Alice POSTAVARU(Ms.), Head, Legal Bureau, State Office for Inventions and Trademarks, 
Bucharest

GheorgheBUCSÀ, Head, Industrial Designs Section, State Office for Inventions and 
Trademarks, Bucharest

ROYAUME-UNI/UNITED KINGDOM

ElizabethCOLEMAN (Ms.), Deputy Director, Intellectual Property Policy Directorate, The 
Patent Office, Department of Trade and Industry, London

Brian SIMPSON, Assistant Director, Copyright Directorate, The Patent Office, Department of 
Trade and Industry, London

Linda BROWN (Ms.), Head, Global-Local Linkages Team, Environment Policy Department, 
Department for International Development (DfID), London

JulyanELBRO, Policy Adviser, Intellectual Property Policy Directorate (IPPD), The Patent 
Office, Department of Trade and Industry, Newport

Martin SMITH, National Coordinator for Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 
(DEFRA), London

RashmiPANDYA, Environment Directorate, Department for Trade and Industry, London

JoeM. BRADLEY, Second Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva
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SAINT-SIÈGE/HOLY SEE

Anne-Marie COLANDRÉA (Mlle), expert, Mission permanente, Genève

Dár-muid MARTIN, nonce apostolique, Mission permanente, Genève

Massimo DE GREGORI, Mission permanente, Genève

Cedric VIALE, Expert, Mission permanente, Genève

SÉNÉGAL/SENEGAL
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POSITION PAPER
OF THE AFRICAN GROUP

Presented to the 
Third Session of the WIPO Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and 

Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore
(June 13 to 21, 2002)

I. INTRODUCTION

This position paper of the African Group, presented to the third session of the WIPO 
Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Folklore (the IGC), flows from the “Decision on Intellectual Property, 
Genetic and Biological Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore in Africa” taken by 
the Council of Ministers and adopted by the Heads of African States at the Seventy-fourth 
Ordinary Session/Ninth Ordinary Session of the African Economic Community of the 
Organization of African Unity (the OAU) (July 5 to 8, 2001, Lusaka, Zambia), and is the 
synthesis of views and proposals developed by African States at several  meetings held in 
Africa and within the context of the IGC.  In this context, the paper refers to the “Proposal 
Presented by the African Group to the First Meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee on 
Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore” 
(WIPO/GRTKF/IC/1/10) and the paper entitled “Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual 
Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore” presented by the 
delegation of Zambia (WIPO/GRTKF/IC/1/12).

II. PREAMBLE

The African Group:

(1) recalls the “Decision on Intellectual Property, Genetic and Biological Resources, 
Traditional Knowledge and Folklore in Africa” adopted by the Council of Ministers and 
endorsed by the Heads of African States at the Seventy-fourth Ordinary Session/Ninth 
Ordinary Session of the AEC of the Organization of African Unity (July 5 to 8, 2001, Lusaka, 
Zambia), according to which:

“(The) Council (of Ministers):

(1) COMMENDS the Secretary General on his initiative and efforts in developing 
the draft African Model Law on the Protection of the Rights of Local 
Communities, Farmers and Breeders and for the Regulation of Access to 
Biological Resources, as well as the draft African Model Law on Bio-Safety 
and an Africa-wide 
Bio-Safety System;

(2) SUPPORTS the convening of the proposed experts meetings intended to 
further examine the draft model laws within the framework of the African 
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common positions on intellectual property, generally, and the Trips Agreement 
in particular; and

URGES MEMBER STATES TO:

(i) Participate effectively in the two on-going processes of developing model 
laws and to use these models as a basis for finalizing their national legislations by 
adapting their provisions to the national context and within the framework of the WTO 
negotiations, whilst maintaining, as much as possible, the principle of uniformity of 
national laws of integrating African economies;

(ii) Examine ways and means of raising awareness about the protection of 
genetic resources, indigenous knowledge and folklore, taking into account the need to 
protect the rights of local communities;

(iii) Identify, catalogue, record and document the genetic and biological 
resources and traditional knowledge, including expressions of folklore held by their 
communities, within the framework of national laws, with a view to guaranteeing them 
protection against misappropriation; 

(iv) Exchange information and experiences and continue, within the framework 
of the OAU, with the search for joint solutions of common concern, and, with the 
efforts aimed at developing common position, policies and strategies in relation to these 
issues.”

(2) recalls the decision of the OAU proclaiming 2001-10 as the Decade for Traditional 
Medicine;

(3) takes note of the draft African Model Law on the Protection of the Rights of Local 
Communities, Farmers and Breeders and for the Regulation of Access to Biological 
Resources adopted by the OAU;

(4) emphasizes that the protection of genetic resources, traditional knowledge and 
expressions of folklore is of great importance to African States.  The African region is rich in 
genetic resources, traditional knowledge and expressions of folklore, which are an important 
part of the cultural and natural heritage of Africa’s peoples;

(5) believes that the need for the protection of genetic resources, traditional knowledge 
and expressions of folklore should be viewed and understood within the context of larger 
socio-economic, cultural and political processes in Africa striving for sustainable 
development, socio-economic uplift of particularly rural communities, people-centered 
development, scientific and cultural endeavors, and the respect for the human dignity and 
cultural identity of traditional and traditional communities; 

(6) believes that WIPO has a significant role to develop internationally acceptable and 
equitable solutions to the intellectual property issues related to genetic resources, traditional 
knowledge and expressions of folklore;

(7)  notes that issues pertaining to genetic resources, traditional knowledge and 
expressions of folklore should be addressed equitably by the IGC with due regard to their 
equal importance; 
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(8) notes the desirability of co-ordination and synergy between actions taken at the 
national, regional and international levels;

(9) believes that there is a need to develop sui generis rights and systems to provide 
protection not adequately available under current rights and systems, despite the protection 
provided in some cases to traditional knowledge associated with genetic resources and 
expressions of folklore by current intellectual property systems;

(10) notes that States and traditional communities have difficulty in implementing and 
making effective use of existing rights and systems for the protection of traditional knowledge 
and expressions of folklore;

(11) affirms the sovereignty of States over their genetic resources, and recognises the 
principle of fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the use of such resources;

(12) notes that the use of genetic resources is inseparable from and an integral part of 
traditional knowledge. 

III. AFRICAN POSITION ON SPECIFIC AGENDA ITEMS OF THE IGC 

Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing

(1) In view of the alarming rate of loss and misappropriation of genetic resources, 
States are urged to put in place legislative, administrative and strategic policy measures and 
mechanisms for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, while protecting 
the rights of the owners and users of genetic resources.  Such measures and mechanisms 
should include:

(a) the preparation of national laws on the protection of the rights of local 
communities in respect of their genetic resources;

(b) the development of national policies and laws on the protection, 
conservation, preservation and sustainable use of genetic resources;

(c) the creation of a competent national authority responsible for the regulation, 
monitoring and coordination of developmental activities, including access to and the 
fair and equitable sharing of benefits in respect of genetic resources and all other 
matters relating to traditional knowledge;

(d) regional cooperation among genetic resource supplier States, and the 
drafting of harmonized regional legislation on the management of genetic resources that 
are multi-cultural in nature and cut across national borders within regional economic 
integration areas, such as the draft African Model Law on the Protection of the Rights 
of Local Communities, Farmers and Breeders and for the Regulation of Access to 
Biological Resources;

(e) the promotion and recognition of research and development of genetic 
resources and associated traditional knowledge, and the responsible dissemination of the 
results of such research;
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(f) the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of programs of 
information, education, communication and awareness, particularly at the local 
community level;

(g) consolidation of regional coordination efforts;

(h) African States, particularly those less developed, should benefit, in case of 
need, from the assistance of intergovernmental organizations for capacity building and 
in the areas cited above. 

(2) The African Group considers as an important stage the development by the IGC of
“guide contractual practices”, guidelines and model intellectual property clauses for 
contractual agreements on access to and use of genetic resources, and the fair and equitable 
sharing of benefits.  In this regard:

(a) contractual arrangements on access to genetic resources should take into 
account the following points and principles:

(i) any access to genetic resources for industrial, commercial or 
research purposes should be the subject of a prior request in writing 
addressed to the competent national authority or any other relevant body 
responsible for genetic resources, in accordance with national laws;

(ii) adoption of the principle of prior informed consent in the process 
of access and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits;

(iii) the subject matter of each contract, the rights and obligations of all 
parties, the nature of the benefits and the method of their distribution, and 
the identity of the beneficiaries must be clearly specified;

(iv) the protection of the supplier’s interests, subject to assurance of the 
preservation and permanency of the genetic resource for present and future 
generations.

(b) the African Group supports enhancing, nationally, regionally and 
internationally, the negotiating capacity of traditional communities and governmental 
and research institutions, by, for example, creating awareness, information-sharing, and 
providing targeted legal education.

(c) the African Group supports putting into place national and international 
regulatory mechanisms and frameworks for monitoring the compliance by the parties of 
the terms and conditions of contracts relating to access to genetic resources and the fair 
and equitable sharing of benefits.

(3) In respect of the protection of biotechnology and biological resources, there should 
be: 

(a) in accordance with the precautionary principle, endeavours for respect for 
the rights of biotechnology inventors and innovators, with due regard to the rights of the 
owners of genetic resources; 
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(b) the protection of all inventions and innovations with due regard to the rules 
of bio-ethics;

(c) the establishment of national biosafety regulatory frameworks;

(d) assistance to researchers and innovators in the protection of their inventions.

Traditional Knowledge

(1) The African Group believes that in considering sui generis forms of protection for 
traditional knowledge, attention should be paid to determining and identifying the subject 
matter of protection;  the type of protection desired;  the content of the rights to be granted; 
the duration of rights granted;  and, the identity of the owners of the rights. In this respect:

(a) in developing effective national, regional and international systems of 
protection, it is necessary to develop flexible sui generis systems that take customary 
laws, protocols and practices into account, to provide protection not adequately 
provided by existing rights and systems;

(b) strategies for identifying the subject matter to be protected could inter alia 
include compiling inventories of  traditional knowledge and the natural heritage, with 
the assistance of ethics committees;  the better organization of the sector comprising 
traditional knowledge;  cooperation between traditional medicine and modern medicine 
suppliers;  and, the teaching of traditional knowledge at primary, secondary and tertiary 
levels. National authorities should be continuously and fully involved in all phases of 
the development and implementation of these activities; 

(c) the owners of traditional knowledge are at the outset the individuals, 
families and/or local communities from which the knowledge has come.  If these cannot 
be identified, then the State should stand in for them.  

(2) In respect of the IGC, the African Group:

(a) favors the development of a legally binding international instrument that 
recognizes, protects and rewards traditional knowledge and innovations;

(b) supports the development by the IGC of a working definition of
“traditional knowledge” that is illustrative and inclusive, and which establishes its 
characteristic features and the criteria according to which it should be protected;

(c) supports the compilation of an inventory of documents related to traditional 
knowledge for inclusion in the minimum documentation list of the Patent Cooperation 
Treaty (the PCT), and the classification of relevant traditional knowledge 
documentation for patent search purposes;

(d) notes with interest this step of the development and publication of 
appropriate databases of traditional knowledge that is already in the public domain, 
taking into account, however, the characteristics and needs of African Traditional 
Knowledge Systems, which are largely orally-held, as well as the use of databases to 
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provide positive protection for traditional knowledge, particularly “secret knowledge.”  
Further, the Group encourages African States to establish traditional knowledge 
databases and make them available, in cases where “defensive protection” of disclosed 
traditional knowledge is desired. The Group also calls upon WIPO to provide 
intellectual property assistance to African documentation initiatives in this regard, 
particularly in respect of the intellectual property implications of such documentation.

(3) More generally, States should:

(a) speed up the formulation of national policies and legislation in regard to the 
recognition, preservation, development and popularization of the inherent elements of 
traditional knowledge which impact on the life of the people and the environment; 

(b) create national competent authorities for the management and promotion of 
traditional knowledge;

(c) intensify efforts to create public awareness among all stakeholders on all 
issues relating to the development, promotion and protection of traditional knowledge;

(d) translate regulatory texts linked to traditional knowledge into the local languages 
with a view to the involvement of all the communities.

(4) The African Group also believes that traditional communities have a key 
responsibility for identifying, preserving, and promoting their knowledge systems, and 
national governments should support and assist them in these endeavours. 

Expressions of Folklore

(1) The African Group believes that existing intellectual property rights, such as 
copyright, trademarks (including certification and collective marks), and industrial designs, 
may provide adequate protection for expressions of folklore in respect of tradition-based 
creations where the creator (or creators) of the expression is (or are) identifiable. In such 
cases, the creator should be the owner and beneficiary of the rights.  On the other hand, where 
there is no identifiable creator, recourse should be had to a sui generis intellectual property 
system, which should provide for the State to hold the rights.  In such cases, the State should 
pay any financial proceeds either to the relevant community or to a fund for the promotion of 
cultural heritage.

(2) In respect of the IGC:

(a) the IGC should examine the means by which intellectual property 
registration systems, particularly the trade mark and industrial designs systems, could be 
adapted to enhance the protection provided to expressions of folklore, without prejudice 
to the examination of these questions within other organs of WIPO. 

(b) the African Group supports the study of the relationship between customary 
laws, protocols and practices governing custodianship, use and transmission of 
expressions of folklore, on the one hand, and the formal intellectual property system, on 
the other, in relation inter alia to the establishment of sui generis systems of protection 
and so as to ensure that intellectual property rights do not preclude continued customary 
creation and use of expressions of folklore; 
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(c) the WIPO/UNESCO Model Provisions, 1982 provide a useful reference 
point for the development of effective national, regional and international systems of 
protection, although they could be updated and improved upon; 

(d) the African Group favors the establishment of a comprehensive international 
binding instrument on the protection of expressions of folklore, with some form of dispute 
settlement mechanism either similar to that which is obtainable under the TRIPS Agreement 
or a mediation process as is provided by the WIPO Arbitration and Mediation Centre.

Specific recommendations to WIPO

(1) WIPO should provide greater legal-technical assistance for the putting in 
place and effective implementation of systems for the protection of expressions of 
folklore at national and regional levels. Such assistance should include awareness-
raising, institution-building, and training and information for traditional communities on 
enforcement.

(2) WIPO should conduct empirical studies on the economic effects of the 
exploitation of tangible and intangible expressions of folklore, particularly handicrafts, 
in developing and the least developed countries, and particularly in the light of new 
technologies for the reproduction and dissemination of such folkloric works. 

Specific recommendations to African States

(1) As a matter of urgency, expressions of folklore should receive more effective and 
appropriate protection at national levels, in order that African peoples derive the maximum 
social-economic benefits from such protection.  In this regard:

(a) appropriate national legislation, institutions and structures should be put in 
place, to ensure protection of expressions of folklore as a strategy for cultural 
development;

(b) national measures and systems for the protection of expressions of folklore 
should take into account the WIPO-UNESCO Model Provisions, 1982 as a useful 
possible starting point;

(c) African States should also explore and encourage use by their traditional 
communities of existing intellectual property rights for the protection of traditional 
culture and expressions of folklore;

(d) African governments should devote more attention and resources to folklore 
issues and to intellectual property generally, and involve relevant communities and civil 
societies in raising awareness of the value of expressions of folklore and the importance 
of protecting them;

(e) African States should devote attention to the urgency of creating an African 
Regional framework for the preservation, protection, and maintenance of the integrity of 
expressions of folklore, including the establishment of national and regional 
documentation centers.
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General Statements

The African Group:

(a) encourages the continued co-ordination of the work of WIPO with the 
ongoing processes underway in the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity (the CBD), the Food and Agricultural Organisation (the FAO) and the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) to enhance 
synergies;

(b) remains convinced of the necessity for  the establishment of a WIPO 
Standing Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Folklore, in order that these important issues be taken into account 
within a framework designed to achieve specific results, in line with how other 
substantive issues are dealt with by WIPO; 

(c) considers that the mandate of the IGC be continued beyond the WIPO 
Program and Budget for 2002-03 and that consideration be given to constituting it as a 
Standing Committee at that time, if not before;

(d) calls upon WIPO to continue to support and make possible the full and 
well-informed participation of developing and least developed countries in the various 
meetings and consultation process in this regard;

(e) requests the WIPO Program and Budget Committee to approve and expedite 
the funding of the participation of traditional communities at the IGC sessions; 

(f) strongly encourages officials from African States, through the coordination 
of the OAU, and in consultation with their correspondences from other developing 
countries, who participate in IGC sessions and other meetings relating to intellectual 
property and genetic resources, traditional knowledge and folklore, to report back to and 
consult with all relevant governmental and non-governmental stakeholders so as to
enrich the participation of developing countries in such meetings;

(g) encourages WIPO to enhance cooperation with sub-regional and regional 
organizations involved in intellectual property rights;

(h) expresses its deep gratitude to WIPO for the assistance provided to African 
States and requests that it continues to provide opportunities to African and other 
developing countries to engage with and contribute meaningfully to the IGC process.
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IV. CONCLUSION

The African Group intends to continuously refine and build upon these proposals as the 
work of the IGC and national, regional and other international processes develop.  The 
African Group looks forward to working with the other regional groups in the IGC to ensure 
the positive protection of genetic resources, traditional knowledge and folklore. 

[End of annexes and of document]
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