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Traditional Knowledge, Traditional Cultural Expressions and Genetic Resources: 

Certain suggested cross-cutting issues – 

Issues Paper prepared by the IGC Chair, His Excellency, Ambassador Wayne McCook 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

1. In October 2013, the WIPO General Assembly agreed that the IGC should “[!] 

continue to expedite its work with open and full engagement, on text-based negotiations with 

the objective of reaching an agreement on a text(s) of an international legal instrument(s) 
which will ensure the effective protection of GRs, TK and TCEs.” 

 

2. Pursuant to the Committee´s 2014/2015 mandate and its work program for 2014, at 

its 26th and 27th sessions, in February and April 2014 respectively, the IGC developed the 

following texts:  “Consolidated Document Relating to Intellectual Property and Genetic 

Resources Rev. 2”, “The Protection of Traditional Knowledge:  Draft Articles Rev. 2” and 
“The Protection of Traditional Cultural Expressions:  Draft Articles Rev. 2”.  The Committee 

decided that these texts, as at the close of the 26th and 27th sessions, “be transmitted to the 
WIPO General Assembly taking place in September 2014, subject to any agreed 

adjustments or modifications arising on cross-cutting issues at the Twenty-Eighth session of 

the Committee, taking place in July 2014, in accordance with the Committee’s mandate for 

2014-2015 and the work program for 2014, as contained in document WO/GA/43/22”.  

 

3. The 28th session of the IGC will take place from July 7 to 9, 2014.  The texts referred 
to above have been made available for this session as WIPO/GRTKF/IC/28/4, 

WIPO/GRTKF/IC/28/5 and WIPO/GRTKF/IC/28/6, respectively.  According to the IGC’s 

2014 work program, IGC 28, taking place from July 7 to 9, 2014, shall undertake a cross-

cutting review on GRs, TK and TCEs.  This review might result in agreed adjustments or 
modifications arising on cross-cutting issues in the texts to be transmitted to the WIPO 

General Assembly taking place in September 2014.  In other words, the texts to be 
transmitted to the General Assembly are either the texts as already before the IGC at its 28th 

session or further versions of one or more of those texts as amended on the basis of a 

cross-cutting review at IGC 28.  

4. In preparation for IGC 28, the attached table reflects the Chair´s views on some of 
the possible cross-cutting issues which could be considered in this context.  These views are 

merely points of departure, and the Committee might identify other such cross-cutting 
issues.  
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