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Introduction to the Medicines Patent Pool
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MPP’s activities in HIV, HCV and TB are 

funded by:

MPP’s expansion into patented essential 

medicines is undertaken with financial 

support from: 

The Medicines Patent Pool: a public health voluntary 
licensing organisation

Created in 2010 as first voluntary licensing 
and patent pooling mechanism in public 
health

to increase access to new treatments 

for HIV through licensing of patented 

medicines

and facilitate innovation 

e.g. new fixed dose combinations and 

paediatric formulations

In 2015, expanded mandate to Hepatitis C 

and Tuberculosis

In 2018, decision to expand to other 

patented essential medicines

https://www.eda.admin.ch/deza/en/home/themes-sdc/health-development.html
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/wellcome-lead-efforts-deliver-fair-access-healthcare-interventions
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Background on MedsPaL
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History of MedsPaL

April 2011 

Launch of the MPP Patent 
Status Database, an 

enhanced worksheet including 
24 HIV medicines in 88 

countries

October 2016

Launch of MedsPaL as the most 
comprehensive source of 

information on the patent and 
licensing status of medicines for 
HIV, TB, hepatitis C and other 

patented essential medicines in 
low- and middle-income 

countries

http://www.medicinespatentpool.org/patent-data/patent-status-of-arvs/
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Most comprehensive FREE source of information on the patent and licensing status of patented 

essential medicines in low- and middle-income countries.

Patent status 

data on more than

Covering 
approximately 

With 
information on

And data exclusivity 
information from

COUNTRIES

15
and other access 

agreements 
in LMICs

LICENCES

40

(approx. 
200 formulations)

PRIORITY 
MEDICINES

100

from over 130 LMICs

8000
NATIONAL PATENT 

APPLICATIONS

www.medspal.org

Widely endorsed by public health organisations: 

MedsPaL Today

Last update: October 2019

https://www.medspal.org/?page=1
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Which products are included?

Patented medicines for the 
treatment of HIV, hepatitis C and 
tuberculosis that are (or were) 
included in WHO treatment 
guidelines

Patented medicines on 
WHO Essential 
Medicines list (EML)

Products in late stage 
development / Recent 
regulatory filings / 
Recommended 
treatment regimens

Possible future 

priority medicines 

as identified by 

WHO and other 

public health 

stakeholders
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How is patent data collected
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• USFDA Orange book

• Health Canada patent 
register 

• Publicly available licences

• Published patent 
landscapes (e.g. by WHO 
or UNITAID)

1- Identification of 
basic/relevant patents

How is national/regional patent data obtained?

Automated processes
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1- Identification of basic/relevant patents

Search for the 
INN Dolutegravir 
in Health 
Canada Patent 
Register
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1- Identification of basic/relevant patents

Search for 
the INN 
Dolutegravir 
in US FDA 
Orange Book
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1- Identification of basic/relevant patents

Patent data 
disclosed in 
publicly 
available 
licences e.g. 
MPP and 
ViiV
Healthcare 
agreement 
on 
Dolutegravir
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• INPADOC Patent family

• WIPO Patentscope

• Patent holder disclosures 
(e.g. to national patent 
offices; Pat-Informed, MPP 
licences)

2 -Collection of related 
patent family 
information

How is national/regional patent data obtained?

Automated processes
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2 - Collection of related patent family information

Search for 
equivalent 
patents/patent 
applications 
available in 
public 
databases 
such as 
Espacenet
(European 
Patent Office):
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2 - Collection of related patent family information

Search for 
equivalent 
patents/patent 
applications in 
public 
databases such 
as Patentscope
(WIPO)
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2 - Collection of related patent family information

Search for 
equivalent 
patents/patent 
applications in 
public 
databases such 
as Patentscope
(WIPO) : 
National phase 
tab of the 
corresponding 
international 
application
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2 - Collection of related patent family information

Patent holder disclosures e.g. to patent offices
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2 - Collection of related patent family information

Patent holder disclosures e.g. in Pat-INFORMED
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• Online national and regional PO 
registers

• National patent collections on 
WIPO PatentScope

• INPADOC Legal Status data

• Direct communications with patent 
offices, local experts

• MOUs with patent offices

3 - Status check & 
updates

How is national/regional patent data obtained?

Automated processes
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3 - Status check & updates

National 
Patent 
Registers 
e.g. 
China
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3 - Status check & updates

National 
Patent 
Registers 
e.g. 
Vietnam
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Chile
Argentina

Brazil

Dominican Republic

Ecuador

El Salvador

South Africa

Uruguay

African 
Regional IP 

Organisation

European Patent Office

Regional

National 

Peru

Eurasian Patent Office

Egypt

13 patent offices have signed MoUs with the MPP committing to share data

3 - Status check & updates
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• USFDA Orange book

• Health Canada patent 
register 

• Publicly available licences

• Published patent 
landscapes (e.g. by WHO 
or UNITAID)

1- Identification of 
basic/relevant patents

• INPADOC Patent family

• WIPO Patentscope

• Patent holder disclosures 
(e.g. to national patent 
offices; Pat-Informed, MPP 
licences)

2 -Collection of related 
patent family 
information • Online national and regional PO 

registers

• National patent collections on 
WIPO PatentScope

• INPADOC Legal Status data

• Direct communications with patent 
offices, local experts

• MOUs with patent offices

3 - Status check & 
updates

How is national/regional patent data obtained?

Automated processes
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Demonstration
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Pre-determined 
search by Products 
(e.g. Abacavir 
300mg)

Search by 
Countries (e.g. 
Chile, South Africa, 
Vietnam)

Search by keywords across 
all fields (e.g. patent 
number; brand name; 
country, etc.)

Search view
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Search results

Patent/Patent application information
Data exclusivity

Licence information
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Patent cards

Link to Espacenet
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Licence cards

Link to MPP website
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Map view

1

2

Select 

product

Select 

information 

to display 

in the map

Select 

country on 

the may to 

display 

details

3
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Latest developments/Updates
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Latest additions – EML products

In October 2019, the MPP included 18 small molecules that were recently 

added to the WHO Model List of Essential Medicines to MedsPaL

Medicines (INN) Indications

ceftazidime+avibactam

meropenem+vaborbactam

plazomicin

Antibiotics

apixaban

dabigatran

edoxaban

rivaroxaban

Atrial fibrillation

tiotropium Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease

telmisartan+amlodipine Hypertension

telmisartan + hydrochlorothiazide Hypertension

afatinib

erlotinib,

gefitinib

Lung cancer

bortezomib

lenalidomide
Multiple myeloma

aprepitant Nausea

carbetocin (heat-stable formulation) Post-partum haemorrhage

abiraterone Prostate cancer
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Latest additions – Other products

Products in late stage development / Recent regulatory filings / 

Recommended treatment regimens

Medicines (INN) Indications

Rifapentine (RPT)/Isoniazid (INH) Latent tuberculosis infection

Bedaquiline+Pretomanid+Linezolid Highly treatment-resistant tuberculosis

Cabotegravir HIV (NDA submitted to the US FDA in 2019)
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Latest additions – Licences
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Latest additions – Licences
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User interface – EML flag

Medicines and formulations that are listed in the EML are now flagged as follows: 

1 - in the products search box drop-down list with a flag (1)

2 - in the results list with a flag and the mention “In EML” (2)

1

2
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Easier access to information on when data was last updated

The "last updated on" information 
corresponds to the date when the most 
recent legal event was added to the 
application or the date when the patent 
status was confirmed.
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Chile
Argentina

Brazil

Dominican Republic

Ecuador

El Salvador

South Africa

Uruguay

African 
Regional IP 

Organisation

European Patent Office

Regional

National 

Peru

Eurasian Patent Office

Egypt

13 patent offices have signed MoUs with the MPP committing to share data

New MOUs
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Some next steps

- Complement patent data with data exclusivity data for the new 
additions

- Add some of the biologics that were recently added to the 
WHO EML and some of the WHO-recommended vaccines

- Consider implementing some of the recommendations made 
during recent User Survey (e.g. user alerts for specific 
products/patents? Direct links to national patent offices?)

- Explore ways to better classify pharmaceutical patents, in a 
manner to better guide users on the likely strength and 
relevance of specific patents or patent families 
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Feedback / Use
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What is medspal used for?

N: 85 Q5: What do you use it for? (You can select more than one option)

Follow-up interviews with 7 procurement agencies to gain further insights on how it’s used and how it could be improved

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

Advocacy

As part of a freedom to
operate

Licensing

Market intelligence

Policy analysis

Procurement

Research

Other (please specify)
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What is medspal used for?

N: 85 Q7: What information are you most interested in? (You can select more than 
one option)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Patent status in specific
countries

Patent expiry dates

Patent numbers (application,
publication, grant)

Countries covered by the
licences

Names of licensees

Data exclusivity protection for
specific products

Other (please specify)
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TOP cities by users

Source: Google analytics, period from 1.10.2016 - 1.12.2019
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Disclaimers

MedsPaL should not be considered a complete and 
authoritative source of patent information and is not meant to 
provide a ‘freedom-to-operate’ analysis. It only provides a 

snapshot at a particular point in time, based on the information 
that was available to the Medicines Patent Pool

Interested users are advised to contact the relevant 
national/regional patent office, or to consult local patent 

counsel, to obtain up to date information on any given patent 
application identified in MedsPaL

Users are also invited to submit information on any data that 
requires updating to the MPP at 

medspal@medicinespatentpool.org
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MPP’s HIV, TB and hepatitis C 

activities are funded by:

MPP’S EXPANSION INTO PATENTED ESSENTIAL MEDICINES 

IS UNDERTAKEN WITH FINANCIAL SUPPORT FROM:

https://www.eda.admin.ch/deza/en/home/themes-sdc/health-development.html
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/wellcome-lead-efforts-deliver-fair-access-healthcare-interventions
https://unitaid.org/#en
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@MEDSPATENTPOOL

WWW.MEDICINESPATENTPOOL.ORG

WWW.MEDSPAL.ORG

eburrone@medicinespatentpool.org

amaillard@medicinespatentpool.org

THANK YOU


