
www.medspal.org



THE MEDICINES PATENT POOL 

Created in 2010 as first voluntary licensing 
and patent pooling mechanism in public 
health

To increase access to new treatments 
for HIV through licensing of patented 
medicines

And facilitate innovation 
e.g. new fixed dose combinations and 
paediatric formulations

In 2015, expanded mandate to Hepatitis C
and Tuberculosis

In 2018, decision to expand to other 
patented essential medicines

MPP’s activities in HIV, HCV 

and TB are funded by:



WHY DID WE START COLLECTING PATENT DATA?

Prioritise
medicines for 

licensing

Approach patent 
holders

Negotiate public 
health oriented 

licences

Sub-license to 
generics

Facilitate
development of 

needed 
formulations

Facilitate access 
to affordable 
medicines for 

people in LMICs

Patent status of 

medicines is one key 

input into prioritization 

for in-licensing



• In order to prioritize medicines for in-licensing, the 
MPP set out to collect patent status data on HIV 
medicines from LMICs

• Through national patent searches and the support 
of WIPO and many patent offices the MPP 
managed to obtain information for a large number 
of LMICs

• Many requests for data from public health 
stakeholders convinced MPP to make data public

BACKGROUND



April 2011: launch of the 
MPP Patent Status 

Database, an enhanced 
worksheet including 24 HIV 
medicines in 88 countries

MAKING PATENT DATA PUBLIC

October 2016: launch of 
MedsPaL as the most 

comprehensive source of 
information on the patent and 

licensing status of medicines for 
HIV, TB, hepatitis C and other 

patented essential medicines in 
low- and middle-income 

countries

http://www.medicinespatentpool.org/patent-data/patent-status-of-arvs/


INITIAL FEEDBACK FROM STAKEHOLDERS

“The Medicines Patent Pool’s Patent Status Database for Selected 

HIV Medicines takes an invaluable step towards furthering access 

to treatment of HIV/AIDS amassing information from numerous 

patent registries and jurisdictions into an easily navigable resource 

available to the public”

"The Medicines Patent Pool database is an essential 

impartial reference source for Global Fund Principal Recipients to 

understand the patent status of ARVs in their country – and it 

should be further expanded to include more countries.” 

“In the midst of a current patent regime that is at times not so transparent, 

this database is a great and valuable tool for players in the field, and one 

we regularly check as part of our procedures for determining a patent 

status. [It] ultimately allow[s] us to focus more of our energy into the 

actual delivery of HIV medicines to the ones who need it.” 

"The patent status database is an incredibly useful resource as it 

provides the most comprehensive pool of the available information on 

patent statuses, and combines this into one easy to use search 

engine.” 



WHY DO WE NEED MEDSPAL?

KEY QUESTION: IS MEDICINE “X” 
PATENTED IN COUNTRY “Y” ?

Example : Lopinavir



LOPINAVIR BASIC COMPOUND PATENT

Priority date: 1995

Filing date: 1996



USA

Search 
“Lopinavir” in 
abstract of US 
granted 
patents

Hits: 21

Earliest date: 2001



USA

Search 
“Lopinavir” in 
published 
applications

Hits: 4305



WIPO – PCT

Hits: 2975    Earliest date: 2000

Search “Lopinavir” in all searchable fields



BRAZIL

Search “Lopinavir” in the field “abstract”

Hits: 6  - Earliest date: 2001



Search 
“Lopinavir” in 
the field 
“abstract”

INDIA

Hits: 18   

Earliest date: 2002



SOUTH AFRICA

Search 
“Lopinavir” in 
the field “Title”

Hits: 0

Earliest date: -



LOPINAVIR BASIC COMPOUND PATENT

Priority date: 1995

Filing date: 1996



MEDSPAL CONTENT



Patent status data 

from over 110 low-

and middle-income 

countries

Covering approx. 70 

medicines (over 130 

formulations). 

Information on all 

relevant licences in 

LMICs

Data exclusivity 

information from 15 

countries

www.medspal.org



PATENT DATA IN MEDSPAL

Medicines for the treatment of HIV, hepatitis C and tuberculosis that are 
(or were) included in WHO treatment guidelines and expanded to include 
patented medicines on the WHO Essential Medicines List 

(Total: 70 medicines, over 130 formulations)

Over 210 patent families were identified and included in 
MedsPaL based on disclosures by patent holders to the USFDA Orange 
Book and Health Canada Patent Registry and supplemented with patent 
families disclosed in licences and in patent landscapes of reputable 
organizations (e.g. WHO). 

MedsPaL includes patent status data on over 6,000 national 

patents or patent applications



PATENT SEARCHES IN MEDSPAL



EXAMPLE - SEARCH

Pre-determined 
search by 
Products (e.g. 
Abacavir 300mg)

Search by 
Countries (e.g. 
Chile, South 
Africa, Vietnam)

Search by keywords 
across all fields (e.g. 
patent number; brand 
name; country, etc.)



EXAMPLE – SEARCH RESULTS



EXAMPLE – SEARCH RESULTS



EXAMPLE – SEARCH RESULTS



EXAMPLE – PATENT CARD

Link, if available, 
to ESPACENET, 
the EPO database 
that provides 
patent 
information (in 
many cases 
including legal 
status) for 103 
countries, 
including 51 
LMICs.



SEARCHING FOR LOPINAVIR IN MEDSPAL



SEARCHING FOR LOPINAVIR IN MEDSPAL



LICENCE INFORMATION IN MEDSPAL



Types of Licences

Licences negotiated by the 
Medicines Patent Pool

Bilateral licences between 
originators and generics

Commitments not to enforce
patents on a given product

Compulsory licences

INFORMATION ON LICENCES INCLUDED

Information in MedsPaL

Full information on the licences incl. 
links to summaries and full text

Information on countries, products, 
licensees (where public or provided by 
patent holder for public disclosure)

Information on countries and products

Based on publicly available information





EXAMPLE – LICENCE CARD



From the licence card, 
users can access further 
information on MPP 
licences

This includes a summary 
of key features and full 
text of MPP licences

Links to information 
about other licences also 
included where available

LICENCE SUMMARIES AND FULL TEXT OF MPP 
LICENCES



From the licence card, 
users can access further 
information on MPP 
licences

This includes a summary 
of key features and full 
text of MPP licences

Links to information 
about other licences also 
included where available

LICENCE SUMMARIES AND FULL TEXT OF MPP 
LICENCES



DATA EXCLUSIVITY INFORMATION IN 
MEDSPAL



• Data exclusivity: Some LMICs have adopted regulations 
providing for data exclusivity (DE) in relation to the submission 
of pharmaceutical test data to regulatory authorities for 
approval of new medicines

• Data on MedsPaL: data from 15 countries has been collected 
for HIV, TB and HCV medicines with expiry dates and will be 
supplemented further as data is gathered

• Source of data: National regulatory authorities (sometimes 
aided by patent offices or local experts)

HOW IS INFORMATION ON DATA EXCLUSIVITY 
OBTAINED?



EXAMPLE - DATA EXCLUSIVITY



MAP VIEW - NEW FEATURE





MAP VIEW- PATENT INFORMATION

Link to Patent card



MAP VIEW – LICENCE INFORMATION

Link to Licence card



UPDATES



• Automatic data feeds from Esp@acenet

• National patent collections on PatentScope

• Patent holder disclosures

– MPP licences, Pat-INFORMED, disclosures to patent 
offices 

• National /Regional Patent Offices 

– On-line searches, direct communications with patent 
office, local experts

– MOUs with patent offices

HOW IS NATIONAL/REGIONAL PATENT DATA 
OBTAINED?



MOUs WITH NATIONAL/REGIONAL PATENT OFFICES

The MPP looks forward to expanding its network of 
collaborating patent offices 

Chile

Argentina Brazil Dominican RepublicEcuador

El Salvador South Africa

Uruguay

ARIPO EPO



• Commitment to collaborate in undertaking a small 
number of patent searches on essential medicines
(approximately 30 searches a year per patent office)

• To verify the legal status of the patents or patent 
applications and the expected expiry date

• Agreement that information can be included in 
MedsPaL with a disclaimer inviting users to contact 
the patent office if they need further information 
on a given patent

MOUs WITH NATIONAL/REGIONAL PATENT OFFICES



The MPP’s HIV, TB and hepatitis C activities are fully funded by:
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THANK YOU

@MEDSPATENTPOOL

WWW.MEDICINESPATENTPOOL.ORG

WWW.MEDSPAL.ORG

Eburrone@medicinespatentpool.org


