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Introduction
 AUTONUM  
This ST.10/C Task Force progress report provides a brief summary of work done by the ST.10/C Task Force during its e-forum discussions since the tenth session of the SDWG held in November 2008, as well as at its informal discussions during the tenth session of the SDWG.

 AUTONUM  
The following items, (a) and (b), are the documents which contain the substantial results achieved by the ST.10/C Task Force through the discussions, which are reproduced in Appendices 1 and 2 to this document, respectively:

(a)
Final proposal for the revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C;

(b)
Draft proposal on the issues to be addressed in the questionnaire.

Task Force Activities and Current Results

 AUTONUM  
Final proposal for the revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C:
 
(a)
At the tenth session of the SDWG, the ST.10/C Task Force requested the SDWG to comment and provide guidance on some new topics for discussion relevant to the revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C, which were raised during its e-forum discussions after the ninth session of the SDWG and needed further consideration by the Task Force (see paragraphs 16 and 16(a) to (c) of document SCIT/SDWG/10/12).  

 
(b)
As a follow-up to the agreements, which were reached by the SDWG at its tenth session (see paragraphs 17, 18, 19, and 20 of document SCIT/SDWG/10/12), the ST.10/C Task Force met to discuss the revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C on November 19, 2008, during the tenth session of the SDWG, and made progress in the revision work up to part of paragraph 10 of the draft version of WIPO Standard ST.10/C.

 
(c)
In the subsequent ST.10/C Task Force e-forum discussions after the tenth session, the Task Force pursued the finalization of the revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C, and thanks to the effort and contribution of the ST.10/C Task Force members, the final proposal for the revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C was completed for consideration and approval by the SDWG, which is reproduced in Appendix 1 to this document.

 
(d)
In order to facilitate the clear identification of what has been added to and what has been deleted from the revised version of WIPO Standard ST.10/C, the items newly added to the revised version are highlighted in yellow and the items deleted from the revised version are highlighted with a strike-through line over it.

 AUTONUM  
Draft proposal on the issues to be addressed in the questionnaire:
 
(a)
At the tenth session of the SDWG, the ST.10/C Task Force also requested the SDWG to comment and provide guidance on the issue with respect to a survey on practice by IPOs concerning their use of check digits in application numbers (see paragraph 16(d) of document SCIT/SDWG/10/12).
 
(b)
As a follow-up to the agreement which was reached by the SDWG at its tenth session (see paragraphs 21 and 22 of document SCIT/SDWG/10/12), the ST.10/C Task Force launched a discussion on the issues to be addressed in the questionnaire after the completion of the final proposal for the revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C. 

 
(c)
For presentation at the eleventh session of the SDWG, the ST.10/C Task Force has prepared the draft proposal on the items to be addressed in the questionnaire, which is reproduced in Appendix 2 to this document.  The “issues to be agreed” under paragraph 3 of the said draft proposal are for consideration and approval by the SDWG.

 
(d)
As for the “issues to be considered” under paragraph 4 of the said draft proposal, those are more relevant to the future preparation of the draft questionnaire than the issues to be addressed in the questionnaire, and further discussion and consideration by the Task Force will be needed after the approval of the “issues to be agreed” by the SDWG.

Next Step

 AUTONUM  
The ST.10/C Task Force will invite the SDWG to consider and approve the final proposal for the revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C.

 AUTONUM  
The ST.10/C Task Force will also invite the SDWG to consider and approve the “issues to be agreed” under paragraph 3 of the draft proposal on the issues to be addressed in the questionnaire.  In addition, the Task Force will invite the SDWG to consider and request the Task Force to continue discussing the "issues to be considered" under paragraph 4 thereof.

Further Work

 AUTONUM  
The ST.10/C Task Force, during the period from the eleventh to the twelfth sessions of the SDWG, will continue its discussions for the completion of the revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C if the final proposal for the revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C is not approved by the SDWG at the eleventh session of the SDWG.

 AUTONUM  
The ST.10/C Task Force, during the period from the eleventh to the twelfth sessions of the SDWG, will begin working on the preparation of a draft questionnaire to survey the numbering systems of application numbers used by IPOs if the “items to be agreed” in the draft proposal is approved by the SDWG at the eleventh session of the SDWG.
[Appendix 1 follows]
