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The Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT)
(1)

• Done at Washington on June 19, 1970; entered into force on
January 24, 1978 with an initial 18 Contracting States

• Currently there are 96 PCT Contracting States

• The PCT system is a patent “filing” system, not a patent
“granting” system.  There is no “PCT patent”.

• Only inventions may be protected via the PCT by applying for
patents, utility models and similar titles.

• Design and trademark protection cannot be obtained via the PCT.
There are separate international conventions dealing with these
types of industrial property protection.  (The Hague Agreement
and the Madrid Agreement, respectively).

•
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The Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT)
(2)

• The PCT establishes an international system which enables the
filing of a single application in one language having effect in each
of the countries party to the PCT an applicant names in his or her
application

• The PCT provides for 

– an international phase comprising

• filing of the international application

• international search

• international publication and

• international preliminary examination

– a national/regional phase before designated Offices

• The decision on grating patents is taken exclusively by
national or regional Offices in the national phase

–
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PCT system

Local patent application followed within 12 months by international
application under the PCT, claiming Paris Convention priority, with
“national phase” commencing at 20 or 30 months:
- one set of formality requirements
- international search
- international publication
- international preliminary examination
- international application can be put in order before national phase
- translations and national fees required at 20 or 30 months, and only

if applicant wishes to proceed

(months)

File
application

locally

File
international
application

International
preliminary
examination

Entry
into

national
phase

120 20 or even--30

International
search

International
publication

16 18 19
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APPLICANT

(Wishes to obtain a
patent in one or more

countries)

RECEIVING
OFFICE

(receives application,
does formality check,

prepares P. Docs.)

INTERNATIONAL
BUREAU (WIPO)

(formality check,
translation, publication,
storage of application)

DESIGNATED/
ELECTED
OFFICE

(will decide to grant
or refuse a patent in
the national phase)

INTERNATIONAL
SEARCHING
AUTHORITY

(searches relevant prior
art and establishes int’l

search report (ISR))

INTERNATIONAL
PRELIMINARY

EXAMINING
AUTHORITY

(conducts examination,
establishes int’l

preliminary examination
report (IPER))

Processing of International Applications within the PCT System

files PCT
application

original
application
(record copy),
P.Docs

se
a

rc
h

co
py

IS
R with

 ci
ted

docu
ments

 ISR

 d
em

an
d,

 IP
ER

may optionally file a demand

for int’l preliminary

examination

pamhlet,
P. Docs,
IPER,
forms

amended claims, request for changes copy of pamphlet, forms



1-6
06-98 World Intellectual Property Organization

 

459
2625 3539 4606 4675 4971 5719

7095 7952
9201

11996
14874

19159
22247

25917
28577

34104

38906

47291

54422

69571

0

10000

20000

30000

40000

50000

60000

70000

80000

1
9

7
8

1
9

7
9

1
9

8
0

1
9

8
1

1
9

8
2

1
9

8
3

1
9

8
4

1
9

8
5

1
9

8
6

1
9

8
7

1
9

8
8

1
9

8
9

1
9

9
0

1
9

9
1

1
9

9
2

1
9

9
3

1
9

9
4

1
9

9
5

1
9

9
6

1
9

9
7

E
stim

a
te

d
 1

9
9

8

Number of international applications received since 1978



1-7
06-98 World Intellectual Property Organization

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA
AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA
AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA
AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA
AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA
AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA
AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA
AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA
AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA
AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA
AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA
AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA
AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA
AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA
AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA
AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA
AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA
AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA
AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA
AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA
AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA
AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA

AAAA
AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA
AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA
AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA

AAA
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A

(en) 70.37%

(de) 15.27%

(ja) 7.86%

(fr) 5.02% (ru) 0.67%

(es) 0.56%

(zh) 0.26%

English (en)

German (de)

Japanese (ja)

French (fr)

Russian (ru)

Spanish (es)

Chinese (zh)

Languages of Publication in 1997
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AUTOMATION OF THE PCT SYSTEM
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AUTOMATION OF THE PCT SYSTEM – MANDATE

On 27 March 1998, the Assemblies of the Member States of

WIPO approved the proposed project for the automation of

the PCT system and authorized the financing of that project

by the Special Reserve Fund for Additional Premises and

Computerization. The project had been proposed:

   • to cope with the rapid growth in filings of international

applications and demands for international preliminary

examination,

• to facilitate communications between PCT Offices, and

• to permit a more effective form of information dissemination

to PCT users, while at the same time minimizing the need

for growth of staff, office and storage space requirements.
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The main features of the project are as follows

(1) automation of the PCT operations of the International
Bureau with the introduction of an electronic document
management system

(2) the further development of an electronic filing software
(“PCT-EASY” (Electronic Application SYstem))

(3) the communication between the PCT Offices and the
International Bureau of documents, notifications and
information
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Beneficiaries of the automated PCT system (1)

(1) applicants—by permitting them to file international
applications in electronic form, check data in their application
for errors, and pay lower fees (PCT costs should be reduced
since PCT operations will, as a result of the automation, be
less labor-intensive, less office space will be needed, and
publication costs, including paper, printing and mailing costs,
will be reduced);

(2) receiving Offices—by permitting them to process incoming
international applications electronically, including automatic
formality checks, and to electronically transmit those
applications, and other documents, to the International
Bureau and to International Searching Authorities;
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Beneficiaries of the automated PCT system (2)

(3) the International Bureau—by permitting the electronic
processing of international applications, including their
publication, in an automated fashion, by receiving through
electronic means international search and preliminary
examination reports, and by allowing the automatic
communication to designated and elected Offices of all
information and documents needed for the national
processing of an international application either in paper or
electronic form
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Beneficiaries of the automated PCT system (3)

(4) all Offices of or acting for the PCT Contracting States—which
will be in a position to better and more economically cope
with their workload resulting from the increasing number of
applications and to receive, for the national phase, only the
information they need when it is needed; and finally,

(5) the general public—for whom access to PCT information in
electronic form and in searchable form will be further
enhanced.
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Terms of Reference of the PCT Evaluation Study
 carried out from July to December, 1997
by Deloitte & Touche Consulting (Praxis)

• Analysis of current PCT processes and tools

• Analysis of future requirements

• Identification of opportunities for greater efficiency through
document automation

• Functional and technical recommendations for future
systems, including key products

• Recommendations for achieving smooth transition from old
to new environments

• Recommended global implementation plan

BACKGROUND
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Approach and Methodology

• Balance human & technical viewpoints

• Use models that Users can relate to

• Integrate Process, Data & Documents

• Start analysis without a solution in mind, but

• Provide route to realistic technical solutions

• Draw upon best experience available

• Recommend solutions based on COTS

(COTS = Commercial Off The Shelf)
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Process Modeling with Role Activity Diagrams (RAD-s)

       Main features of RAD-s:

• ROLE: a part that a person, group or machine plays in
a process

• ACTIVITY: an action that a role performs on its own

• INTERACTION: an action that two or more roles
perform together

    Other RAD elements:

• Alternative actions

• Parallel actions

• Inputs and Outputs
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Response Sending

Data Entering
Data Entry Clerk

Formality Checking
Examiner

New application RO/101 received
(See Mail Opening role in Handle Incoming Mail process)

Stamp RO/101 with date of receipt (usually yesterday or today)
Package into dossier. Print and add bar code

Retrieve associated RO/105 if it exists,
and insert in dossier

All applications to be processed today have been packaged

Assign to examiner (up to 15 per Examiner)
Annotate dossiers with their initials.

CASPIA

Create IA on CASPIA and enter data:
Title of invention (if in Latin characters),
IF date, PCT number, Priority dates,
First applicant name(s), Agent name & address,
Designated states.
Print standard forms: IB/301, plus IB/304 if Priority Documents
are included. Check printed forms and place in dossier.

Place dossier in examiner's pigeon-hole
Retrieve dossier
from pigeon-hole

Examine Record Copy.
Check data entry.
Obtain additional or
replacement forms if needed.
Place file copies in dossier and
complete Contents flap.

Compactus

Store dossier

Return dossier

Handle New International Application

Possibly asked to
make corrections

Send form copies
for distribution

Collate responses to National Offices
(RO, ISA, IPEA) and mail all responses.

drawing1  15:44  05/12/97

Other forms used include:
IB/313 for defects (to RO)
IB/314 for errors in Priority Document (to Applicant, and
destroy already printed IB/304)
IB/316 if priority claim is invalid (to RO and Applicant)
IB/321 if IFD should not have been accorded (to RO)
IB/345 for non-313 issues (to RO)
Yellow slip for ex-officio corrections (to RO)

Record Copy chasing
Examinations Section

When resouces allow

Receiving
Office

Check file of unmatched RO/105s
and chase for Record Copies
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Interaction between Processes, Data and Documents

..

DocumentsDocuments DataData

ProcessesProcesses

meta information as

embedding & linking in

flo
w ar
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nd

ge
ne

ra
te 

& us
e

controls & directs

generates audit asPeoplePeople
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OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED ARCHITECTURE

• Logical Architecture

• Software Architecture
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Logical Architecture

CORE SYSTEMS FOR 
PCT INFORMATION 

STORAGE AND RETRIEVAL 

CLIENT WORKSTATIONS

INTERNAL WIPO/PCT NETWORK

- FILE SERVER
- APPLICATION SERVER
- ELECTRONIC DOCUMENT
  MANAGEMENT SERVER
- RDBMS SERVER
- HSM SERVER (STORAGE)

PC CLIENTS ( Windows NT)

IMAGE CAPTURE

- SCANNING WORKSATATIONS
- IMAGE PROCESSING / OCR

ICC MAINFRAME

- LINKS TO CASPIA/CASPRO
- DATA MIGRATION

PUBLICATION SYSTEM

- CURRENT SPIDI SYSTEM
- FUTURE ENHANCEMENTS

ELECTRONIC FILING 

- EASY SYSTEM
- FUTURE WEB BASED SYSTEMS

ELECTRONIC DATA EXCHANGE 

- LINKS TO NATIONAL AND
  REGIONAL OFFICES THROUGH
  WIPO GLOBAL INFORMATION
  NETWORK

INFORMATION DISSEMINATION

- WEB APPLICATION SERVER
- LINKS TO INTERNET AND
  TO THE WIPO GLOBAL
  INFORMATION NETWORK
- IPDL-s
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Software Architecture

Security Firewalls

Web Server

Examiners, Translators,
Workstations

Imaging Workstations
including Scanners

High Speed Printing and
Publishing Workstations

Application Services

Internet Application
Services

Control ServicesImaging ServicesPublishing Services

Batch ServicesRegular Reporting
Services

EDMS RDBMS

Mass Image Storage

Document Storage RDBMS Storage

Image Cache
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IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAM

• Program contains two streams: Management and Systems
Development

• Each stream in turn contains a number of individual projects

• A number of implementation scenarios are being considered.
The recommended scenario is described in the following
slides
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Program Schedule

Program Management and Policy

Process Design/ Change Management

 Image Capture
 & Hierarchical Storage (with COR)

Publishing (2) - SGML/ XML
Publishing System

RO System, Control System, and EDMS

 Infrastructure (Desktop, Servers, and Network)

Data Migration, Warehousing and Management

PCT Operations/ Business as Usual

Systems Integration

Month 1     Month 36

Systems Implementation

Pre-impl
 tasks

Operations,
Maintenance,
Enhancements

Publishing (1) - Rework 
SPIDI (PDF publishing)

(1) PCT Easy                                         (2) Full Electronic Capture & Interchange

Management

Systems Development
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NEXT STEPS

July 1998 Select company to assist in the Requests for
Proposals (RFPs)

September 1998 Complete pre-qualification of potential
bidders

September 1998 Mail RFP for Systems Integrator

November 1998 Receive response from Systems Integrator
bidders

January 1999 Select Systems Integrator

February 1999 Start development of system
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CONCLUSION

• PCT Automation should be viewed as an ongoing process,
and not a single monolithic effort

• The essential core systems will have to be designed and
implemented in a coherent, coordinated and timely manner
requiring the availability of a critical mass of highly
specialized expertise at the start

• The PCT Automation project will form an integral part of the
WIPO IT strategy and will be consistent with the WIPO Global
Information Network
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PCT-EASY PROJECT
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What Is PCT-EASY

• Software designed to create PCT request forms (ultimately,
complete applications) in validated electronic form

– Over 165 validation checks, easily updated

• Software built on a core platform, with common look,
interface and shared development costs

• (Ultimately) facilitated transfer of electronic applications by
electronic means to receiving offices
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Aims of Beta Release

• Test use of validated PCT application (request form) data in
electronic form

• Large body of users assess strengths and weaknesses of
user interface

• Determine suitability of EASY request form printout and
receiving office (RO) module

• Upload electronic request form data (SGML) into
International Bureau system
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Scope of Beta Release

• 150 experienced users in several countries to file with
participating receiving offices (RO/AU, RO/CA, RO/EP,
RO/GB, RO/IB, RO/US)

• Duration 1 April – 1 July 1998 with subsequent version and
expanded use due by end date

• Beta release in English (future production version in other
languages (e.g. French and German));  non-Latin character
set version also



World Intellectual Property Organization

Status of Beta Release
• Ongoing beta test has resulted in at least 15 filings to date (slight

delay because of normal RO processing) (RO/AU, RO/CA, RO/EP,
RO/GB, RO/US)

• Software successfully installed on at least 100 PCs (no problems
reported with Windows 95/NT, some difficulties with certain
Windows 3.11 configurations)

• Positive reaction from PCT applicants

• Dialogue with receiving Offices, applicants and on-line users
survey providing useful information which will be reflected in
future releases

• At least 50 hits on WIPO website to update software.  No problems
reported with update
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How Will Receiving Offices Receive
PCT-EASY Beta Release Filings

• Entire application still in paper form (legal copy)

• PCT-EASY request form printout replaces current printed
request form for EASY filings filed with participating
receiving Offices

• Paper filings accompanied by PCT-EASY diskette
containing request form data and abstract
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How Receiving Offices Can Process
PCT-EASY Beta Release Filings

• PCT-EASY beta release applications only required to be
processed by receiving Office (RO) in paper form

• PCT-EASY RO module can be used to review submitted
diskettes and add RO data for transfer to the IB

• PCT-EASY electronic output (SGML) can be uploaded into
RO systems
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International Bureau Treatment of PCT-EASY Filings

• PCT-EASY electronic output (from diskettes) will shortly be
uploaded into International Bureau’s (IB) computer system
(CASPIA) along with abstract

– Test reliability, fine tune and revise electronic output

– Eliminate keying in of data by IB



World Intellectual Property Organization

Future Changes Relating to the Electronic
Filing of International Applications

• PCT rules have already been amended (new rules 89bis and
89ter) subject to implementing administrative instructions
which would contain an electronic filing standard

• File format standards to be agreed upon for electronic files
containing the body of the application

• Confidentiality, integrity, authentication and non
repudiation issues to be addressed and resolved
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Future Transfer of PCT-EASY Applications by
Electronic Means

• Off-line creation / on-line transfer of PCT-EASY filings

– Pilot project on website capable of receiving application data
created using PCT-EASY

• Establish transparent standards for creation of electronic
applications by other means

• (Ultimately) on-line creation and transfer of PCT filings
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Future Goals of PCT-EASY

• PCT-EASY compatible with national and regional EASY
systems

– Possibility of greatly simplified procedures for foreign
protection
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PCT-EASY Current/future Milestones

• Begin beta test- 04/98

• On-line user survey - 05/98

• Pilot production version incorporating PCT Rule
 changes and user preferences (download from WWW) – 07/98

• Client/server functionality– 09/98

• Beta French, German, Spanish releases 09-11/98

• Beta non-Latin alphabet,
Chinese, Japanese, Russian releases  10/98-01/99

• Test dial-up server and/or on-line
 filing of PCT-EASY applications 09-12/98+


