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Introduction

■ New version released on 24 January 2023

■ What’s New for Applicants in ePCT

 New process for requesting access rights

 ePCT-Filing: .zip file type for XML specification; SL in 

ST.26 format; new online payment method for RO/IB

 Action: Rule 92bis change request; File reference 

update

 Others: Declarations under Rule 4.17; Workbench -

Filters; ePCT Messages

https://www.wipo.int/pct/en/epct/learnmore.html?N=1636
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Request Access Rights after Filing (1)

■ Access rights requests are no longer sent to the IB but 

instead are sent to the e-mail for correspondence for the 

applicant/agent on record at the IB
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Request Access Rights after Filing (2)

■ ePCT compares the e-mail of the WIPO Account of the 

current user with the e-mail for correspondence for the 

applicant/agent on record at the IB

If both e-mails are the same, access rights are 

automatically granted to the current user and any 

access rights group that was selected as part of the 

request

If the e-mails are not the same, the user is presented 

with an online form to submit the access rights 

request to the applicant/agent

 applicant/agent to approve or refuse the access 

rights request via a link to a dedicated webpage



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
ePCT-4

The International 

Patent System

Request Access Rights after Filing (3)

■ FAQ

Action - Request access rights to an international 

application after filing

■ ePCT Video Tutorial

Request Access Rights after Filing

https://www.wipo.int/pct/en/epct/learnmore.html?N=1637
https://multimedia.wipo.int/wipo/en/pct/request-access-rights-after-filing-2023-01-23-480p.mp4
https://multimedia.wipo.int/wipo/en/pct/request-access-rights-after-filing-2023-01-23-480p.mp4
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ePCT Filing:
zip added as file type for XML specification

■ In order to optimize performance, it is strongly 

recommended to zip all the .xml and image files making 

up the specification and to attach a single .zip file
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ePCT Filing: SL in ST.26 Format

■ At the time of adding a sequence listing file in ST.26 

format, the applicant/agent’s file reference and the 

applicant name is extracted and temporarily 

displayed in the interface to help the user spot if 

perhaps the wrong file was added in error
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ePCT Filing: 
Online Payment of Filing Fees for RO/IB 
■ Bank payment online (secured by SOFORT)

A new online payment method on the WIPO Pay 

platform for the payment of filing fees in Swiss francs 

(CHF) to the RO/IB 

Can be used by applicants who have accounts with 

participating banks in a number of European countries

Use of SOFORT as an online banking transaction is 

strongly encouraged where possible

 it enables WIPO’s accounting systems to process 

payments more efficiently than offline bank transfers 

as the WIPO Pay reference data is already 

automatically included as part of the process 

https://www3.wipo.int/epayweb/en/public/payment-methods.xhtml
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ePCT Actions: 

Rule 92bis Change Request

■ A new validation is added to ensure that an e-mail 

address is always available for sending PCT forms 

to the recipient entitled to receive correspondence 

for the international application
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ePCT Actions: Update File Reference

■ New ePCT Action allows you to modify the 

applicant/agent’s file reference
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Actions Locked for Editing

■ If a draft Action is being edited by one user, it cannot be 

edited by another user at the same time

■ The name of the user who is editing the draft Action is 

displayed for information
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Declarations under Rule 4.17

■ Process improved for Declarations under Rule 4.17(iv)

Possible to manage the external signature requests 

per declaration 

 for example, to delete individual external 

signature requests if required, without affecting 

the external signature status of the other 

declarations
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Workbench: Filters

■ A new Workbench filter allows you to find international 

applications where a given user has access rights but 

with whom you do not have an eHandshake
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ePCT Messages
■ Possible to select the subject of your ePCT Message 

from a dropdown list of pre-defined topics

‘Other’ is for typing free text
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ePCT HELP

■ PCT Operations Customer Support Section

 Tel:  +41 22 338 9523

 Email:  pct.eservices@wipo.int

 Live Chat & Web Contact Form available via 

FAQ answers

 Monday to Friday, 9am-6pm Geneva time (CET)

mailto:pct.eservices@wipo.int
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