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Intellectual Property related laws in Japan JPO
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— Patent Law (Invention)

— Utility Model Law (Device)

— Design Law (Industrial Design)

— Trademark Law (Trademark, Service mark)

— Copyright Law (Copyright)

— Unfair Competition Prevention Law

— Law concerning the Circuit Layout of Semiconductor
Integrated Circults

— Seed and Seedlings Law

— Geographical Indications
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Searching Authorities for ISRs
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o
Organigram JPO

JAPAN PATENT QFFICE

()
— Office for International Applications under the PCT

Director

Administrative Affairs Section

— Policy Planning and Research Affairs Section

— Specialists for Formality Examination

— Specialist for Electronic Data Management

Senior Analyst for Intellectual Property Information

()
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Functions ey

1 In the capacity of RO/JP

U receives international applications, other subsequent documents,
and fees from applicants and the IB;

U checks formal requirements under the PCT. When necessary,
invites applicants to correct defects and sends notifications to
applicants, the IB, and other Offices (ISAs);

U sends documents and fees to the IB and other Offices (ISAs) before
the due date.

1 In the capacity of ISA/JP and IPEA/JP

U receives search copies of 1As, demand forms, other documents and
fees

U sends reports, notifications, invitations and fees to applicants and
the IB.
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Timeline of PCT international applications JPO
(months)
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v
To Perform Proper Functions as RO JPO

JAPAN PATENT QFFICE

N Complying with Requirements
N Uniform Processing of All International Applications

[p Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT)

[ Regulations under the PCT

o Administrative Instructions under the PCT, including Annexes
P RO Guidelines

o PCT Applicant’s Guide

o PCT Newsletter

o Other Resources on the WIPO PCT Website.

[ National Laws and Regulations
@ provide for procedures between the JPO and applicants
o Internal Operations Manuals

13



d
To Perform Proper Functions as RO (Cont’d) JPO

JAPAN PATENT QFFICE

o Intensive Internal Training Course Specialized for Specialists for
Formality Examination

U Laws; Regulations; Exercises

o On-the-Job Training
U Small Teams Consisting of Seniors/Veterans and New Comers

14
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Processing International Applications in RO/JP JPO

4. Full Formal

1. Receiving Check

2. Pre Formal 5. Time
Check Management

3. Digitizing 6. Transmittal
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Processing International Applications in RO/JP (Cont’d) JPO

RO/JP
receives international applications and
other accompanying documents/items

1. Receiving (1)  through e-filing system

(2)(a) by mall

(2)(b) at the JPO reception desk

2. Pre Formal
Check

3. digitizing

17



Processing International Applications in RO/JP (Cont’d) JPO
1% e-filing gl i _
99% - %
| efiing (JPO-PAS)
Language JP, EN JP, EN
Filing Methods Character coded format Mailing S_erwce and
over Internet Reception Desk
Operating / Opening 24/7 09.00t0 17.00
Time Only on Weekdays
Fee Reduction 300 CHF -

18



Processing International Applications in RO/JP (Cont’d) JPO

1. Receiving

RO/JP

2. Pre Formal N checks international applications on paper only, before
Check the next step of digitizing; and

N If necessary, corrects defects ex officio or invites the
applicant to replace sheets containing the defects

3. Digitizing

19



Processing International Applications in RO/JP (Cont’d) JPO

1. Receliving

2. Pre Formal
Check

RO/JP

N Converts paper documents to text data and
Image files;

3. Digitizing N Stores the data and image files in the JPQO’s
Internal system; and

N Assigns the international application number

20



Processing International Applications in RO/JP (Cont’d) JPO

RO/JP

N Checks whether formal requirements under the
4. Full Formal PCT are complied with and whether the required
Check fees have been fully paid,;

N if necessary, invites the applicant to correct
defects.

N (when the applicant responds to the invitation,)
checks whether the response satisfies the
requirements and was timely filed.

5. Time
Management

6. Transmittal

21



Processing International Applications in RO/JP (Cont’d) JPO

4. Full Formal

Check RO/IP

N has only a couple of weeks to complete all the steps 1
to 6

* the RO shall transmit the record copies of

5. Time International applications in time for them to
Management reach the IB by the expiration of the 13th month
from the priority date, but

e most of the applications are filed at the last
minute during 12 months after the priority date

N needs to check due dates for applicants to reply to

_ Invitations to correct international applications.
6. Transmittal
22




Processing International Applications in RO/JP (Cont’d) JPO

4. Full Formal
Check

U for applications on electronic form, transferring
data by electronic means; or
U for applications on paper by mail.

5. Time
Management

RO/JP, once every week,

6. Transmittal . . L
N transmits record copies, search copies, invitations

and other documents to the IB, an ISA and
applicants/representatives.
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o
JPQO’s Customer Service JPO

E Who are RO/JP’s Customers?

N RO/JP is competent to receive international applications filed by

(i) the applicant residing in Japan;
(i) the applicant who is a national of Japan; and
(iii) two or more applicants at least one of which resides in Japan or is a national of

Japan.
N Natural person or N For many applications, agents
legal entity are appointed In 2018
No. of IAs in 2018 with agent m without agent
nat’ral
-3
531 natural person
legal
entity, '
- 48,009 legal entity
0% 50% 100%
m natural person legal entity Source: JPO 25



o
JPO’s Customer Service (Cont’d) JPO .

E Face-to-face Consultation at the JPO Reception Desk
9:00a.m —5:00p.m

- Receives documents and does a
quick check on formal
requirements

- Advises how to fill in forms and
how to properly write letters to
the IB

- Provides guidance on the PCT
System

E Consultation by telephone, E-mail and FAX
9:00a.m-6:15p.m

26



o
JPO’s Customer Service (Cont’d) JPO

JAPAN PATENT QFFICE

Visitor Reception System

International Applications for Patents B International Application for [Ms
IPC1 Applications) (Madrid Protocol Applications)
Receiving Office Office of Origin

b sEEENE A RBOEEF

hhSHRETNDA. FREE. FHREBBOEHF

BTN o BTN o

2 Conrsultation TO u C h 0 2 Consultation TO U C h 0

Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement Designated Office

EFELRERE fEEEEFICHT 2 FREEF REBAZEE - FRMLES

1 Fiing  Touch 1 Fiing Touch 0

2 Consultation TO u C h 2 Consultation TO u C h
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JPO’s Customer Service (Cont’d) JPO

B Seminars for Practitioners

N For practitioners

N In 3 major cities in Japan (Tokyo, Osaka and Aichi) every year

N Presentation concerning PCT international applications and other
related documents, including

@ how to fill in the request form and other documents;
@ practical advice and things to pay attention to

28



JPO’s Customer Service (Cont’d)

E Materials for Users in Japanese

Leaflet for beginners

I%H:‘.EE%IJE

PCTEIRHEHEZECEFLTIM?
> BN TRIERE Y 3013 A BHRNB 07

> PCTERHEOA Uy hoT?

» FRAOFRNZET

> BRBLDL BLHHED?

= O AERAICEEALET!

Y
e
Eil:g
,:I.

Material for practitioners

Information on the JPO website

- T =

DLRACHLTHREERST LR ONKD. RESENFNONRECETUIGLEY, LE
T. MEOETHREERT DohEl. POECHLTER. WS s a¥nhEd.

Lidl. TR, FRCHENDIO—-/TAErAESLT. DRICENLT. &4 OETES riRLCL
ERAroniEaeE Ll PEDERrLSRFER D ELRDRYRD T LARCn DY, B
FOY-ToECH LTH YRR IR IS E TN R TA R L. . RETEDRE.
N, =HERCHETALEVEETY, LU, HEHERCEELLSELTE, TATONEHLT
HE, $nenRussEBe MU Ry i s ihey oo S OmgT,

HM i (EELEA)

WIYETIE (PCT) (8) EE S EMEE (LF. FOTEREN) ¢, DEHBOEET, SRECER
TRERCEE SRS ALWLENET Y. PCTREHETY, BENCE—¢ NEEsErPoTE
ETELARDANTLHLTERTYELOCRRTYEL, 1 ECEET NE. TOMS TR ¥
PCTEREICHL T EAnd] ST s & ERUEOER - ENTRET,

1) PCT : Pasens Cooprranion Treaty (MRS ARE

D "_Jl.l'\-u.‘.'_l'v\."m L ey
¢ ~

HEOEN (PCTEIELHE)

[ Am |
|
PCTHE ' ‘,T‘Bi )
- WS T | vy |
- T el | -
FE~BEEen (BEWRE) — unr
BT toniTaETE e
BEOIRELEDST |
o by |

PCTTRS SN-ME. SAICHE=T

<

JPO

JAPAN PATENT QFFICE

[PeTEmumoF 0w |
: |
! ;tJmE.j('E ! | B £SO |
Hons
! Lol e
PCTIC 87 < ERTLE ' =PCTIE PCTER R
s ] %?é-.t%‘_:ﬁ ol | [(ZZAEAL] | AU CE T BT IR L THET

ST BT SROLMNS120A

PR R SR (RS LIPIICPCT SRR A =T S
De ==z |
. 4
¢ ié B (R
- | 18- A~ 17> R
EREE I R R
(RPN (| SA 27 S WP IS | EewmmscrReaeE
ME. RUWSE 5. BE_EORETS
RN N 3OS RN ) ‘ perrmr— ‘
P — R OGN T
tﬁ-?ﬁm
(SISAITFT SR | WIPORFEWEBNTTS | | 22rARAE
e 1 | !lule!liilJ WRERREE
[ miopcy | Lo
ERR TR
(EPETS (FEA ) 5. R 'lemﬂ
HMORRE. WS EWLEOAAT T =
BRSO TO B ) 1
W FRE. BROER. EhoArYaE
|mm..lra-¥lnu|nm i ¥
| 28r A~20> AEET
(00 T S MR S 8 1 )
o | culm:u =A
o 1
Zui el Tl don MRl | el | B o a5 0, RETIT |
S RERE o DAETT

ESROER. WSS
PRI, P T W R
fFznELY. RERDESE
WCHLTE. FHMC TG
BENETLEE

W

(L

(w2
[ 331

AUERFIEE TS CBEEE G TR LTS A I E AR S THFHN L AR, FOSBERCHmI R ER —0S cou TR
ORI (D) RN TS S, AR O Y S EE A DHREN OB T TORE 12y ARAT S N FRE EsRE
ML OE~ DR AR NHEEMD B E VT LALFRORECE R EHAOILTY.

PCT MEEHN (KRS OFRC S0 T SRTFCESrH L A r R TrEE L8 (BAOBYB) Lew T,

WIFC BB £ . SRR (WIPO R N APCTERAMEN E AT I EEAAZ LT Y.

29



Table of Contents JPO

3. Time limit management as an ISA
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Ensuring that rapidly increasing PCT applications are appropriately processed

<

: ; JPO
|n a t|me|x man ner IAPAN PATENT OFFICE
E PCT applications are distributed by Managers to Examiners with Schedule management sheets.
E Managers receive a consolidated schedule management sheet once a week.
E Top Management also receive it at the same time.
o
Top BT | T —PCT =—
Management ——— —— ———
) Examiner A
— — BT —
Receiving Office (JPO) Managers =— Examiner B
= \\Within 1 week
= Within 2 weeks T =
=~ Within 3+ weeks —
@ =—— | Examiner Z
once a week
Management Support Section Examination Division 31



Alert warning on the drafting system

Drafting System (Sample)
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JPO

JAPAN PATENT QFFICE

=K : CHViLh -
E EEmimgs [RTVEEIRE FEEFEMIAE MEENE EE HERDER el B faE e
| PR a0 Aaneis AAama.05 L ¥t b ] L b CEMO1ME
Appl. Ho. | | Crafting limit | Tithe / applicants f Classification ..
i)) Alert list
ol i —
l::: ERsSHEE: px = i
WEEEE R R i
.03, RREEnEvETEEWAmD 140,07
0400 PRESENEE R M D 140400
U4 0N BEEICTE I IR T O E s D 0140 Bl ErEEN :
14,0, B ': R ki ] Ja4.00. 21 (HHE (&) 14:1d ASTONE (AEMNES
HEFRERLENAS N A 207 40§ .03 - = : -
[ i L]
Alerting date Drafting Emit

Alert warning indicating that ISR drafting
limnit is approaching
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Overview of time limit management as ISA IO,

Management of timeliness as ISA is executed at several levels in the JPO.

n
%)
%)

Q S

Q S

Examiner Level
Self-management using a schedule management sheet

The drafting system generates an alert warning when the time limit for
establishing ISR for an application is approaching.

Examination Division Level
Schedule management by managers

JPO Level

A consolidated schedule management sheet is sent to and shared within the
JPO including the Top Management once a week.

As a result, the JPO has achieved timeliness in compliance with the
Regulations under the PCT.

33



o
Schedule management sheet JPO

JAPAN PATENT QFFICE

" Schedule management A
U Schedule management sheet
U Consolidated schedule management sheet
Short-term fluctuation in demand and backlog
U Assigning multiple numbers of examiners to be in charge of the same
classification.
Medium-to long-term fluctuation in demand and backlog
U Changes in examiner’s technical fields or transfer. |
Schedule Management Sheet
Date 13.06.2014
Application Number
International Filing Date Priority Date Received Date of the Search Copy
Examination Division Schedule Manager Examiner
Optical Device Division oo oo oo oo
Process Schedule
ISR and Written e tnvitation Oﬁegigiggt ISR ogtvﬁito?z,} f ISR Completion
Opinion of the ISA | ! ! ! ! |
[13.06.2014 | | 27.06.2014] [22.08.2014] |29.08.2014] |29.08.2014 |
a1 C
L
_NOTE- Deadline

The ISA must establish the ISR within 3 months of receiving a copy of the application (the “search copy”), or 9 months
from the priority date (or, if no priority is claimed, from the international filing date), whichever expires later. 34
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Thank You!
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