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History of PPH

2

 Initially proposed by the JPO at the 22nd Trilateral (EPO, JPO and 
USPTO) Conference in 2004, and the trilateral offices endorsed the 
proposal at the 23rd Trilateral Conference.

 Based on a bilateral agreement, the JPO and the USPTO have been 
operating a PPH (pilot) program since July 2006. 

23rd Trilateral Conference in Munich, November 2005.
(Left to right) 
Mr. Jon DUDAS, Undersecretary of Commerce for 
Intellectual Property and Director of the USPTO
Mr. Alain POMPIDOU, President of the EPO
Mr. Makoto NAKAJIMA, Commissioner of the JPO

https://link.epo.org/trilateral/2005.pdf
https://www.jpo.go.jp/news/kokusai/nichibeiou/3kyoku_200511_munich.html



History of PPH: Global network
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JPO status report 2023
https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/report/statu
sreport/2023/document/index/all.pdf

54 Offices



Objectives of PPH
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The objectives of PPH are to:
 Promote accelerated examination

- by providing accelerated examination upon simple requests 
- by facilitating early patent grants worldwide

 Reduce examination burden
- by optimizing a claim scope
- by promoting the sharing of work results between offices
- by decreasing the number of office actions

PPH is NOT an agreement concerning substantive 
examination and therefore does NOT affect 
independence of each office in substantive examination.
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Objectives of PPH: Benefits

 For Offices
- Reduced examination burden

Dossier Cooperation
(One‐portal dossier, Global 
dossier)

PPHPCT

Inter‐Office 
cooperation

User drivenUser drivenType

YesYesYesReferring to other office results

NoYesNoClaim correspondence obligation

NoYesNoAccelerated examination

PPH has more work‐sharing merits than PCT and Dossier cooperation 
because PPH has claims correspondence obligation.
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Objectives of PPH: Benefits

 For Applicants

- Shorter examination period:
・grant patent rights in a more timely manner
・help applicants to develop business activities

- Improved examination quality
・guarantee OLEʼs examination quality at least at the level of OEE
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Statistics: Number of PPH applications

Number of Worldwide Patent Prosecution Highway 
(PPH) Applications 

JPO status report 2023
https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/report/statu
sreport/2023/document/index/all.pdf



Statistics: Effects of PPH
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JPO status report 2023
https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/report/statusreport/2023/document/index/all.pdf
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Statistics: Pendency to first/final office action @JPO

IP5 PPH metrics (Reporting on calendar year 2022)
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/toppage/pph-portal/docs/IP5-PPH-metrics-all-offices-2022CY.pdf
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Statistics: Positive first action @JPO

For all applications: 14.3%

For PPH applications: 30.8%

IP5 PPH metrics (Reporting on calendar year 2022)
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/toppage/pph-portal/docs/IP5-PPH-metrics-all-offices-2022CY.pdf

Number of grants in a first substantive communication 
from the examiner (for PPH- and all applications) 



Further improvements to PPH
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In order to improve the predictability of the timing of PPH examination, 
the JPO, the USPTO and the KIPO have each set target deadlines for 
issuing office actions for PPH applications.
- JPO and USPTO: for applications filed as from January 1, 2022
- KIPO: for applications filed as from August 1, 2023

The targets set by the JPO and the results for 2022 against those targets are as follows:

https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/shinsa/soki/pph/highway_pilot_program.html
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USPTO_JPO_further_improve_PPH_June_2023.pdf
https://www.kipo.go.kr/en/HtmlApp?c=100016&catmenu=ek02_02_03
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For more information

● PPH portal

● IP5 PPH

https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/toppage/pph-portal/index.html
Various information about PPH, e.g. statistics and global network, is available. 

https://www.fiveipoffices.org/activities/ws/ip5pph
Information regarding IP5 PPH and its metrics is available.

Thank you all the PPH colleagues for your usual cooperation! 



Thank you!  Merci!


