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INTRODUCTION  
1. At last year’s (fourth) session of the PCT Interim Committee for Technical Assistance, 
hereinafter referred to as the Interim Committee, a report regarding the usefulness of 
INPADOC services for developing countries was considered (document PCT/TAS/IV/5).  
2. This progress report is intended to bring the Interim Committee up-to-date with regard 
to the present state of affairs at INPADOC and to the services presently offered by 
INPADOC.  

INPADOC’S DATA BASE  
3. As it is well known, the objective of INPADOC is to establish a worldwide patent 
documentation service.  For this purpose INPADOC has signed agreements of cooperation 
with the Patent Offices of Australia, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany (Federal 
Republic of), Japan, Norway, Soviet Union, Sweden, the United States and with the 
International Patent Institute (IIB) for obtaining in machine-readable form bibliographic data 
pertaining to patent documents.  These bibliographic data, together with the ones presently 
keyboarded by INPADOC itself, are stored in INPADOC’s data base, IDB.  
4. At present, patent documents of the following countries are covered in INPADOC’s 
data base: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, 
Finland, France, German Democratic Republic, Germany (Federal Republic of), Hungary, 
Israel, Japan, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Romania, South Africa, Soviet 
Union, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom, the United States of America and Zambia 
(27).  
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5. The bibliographic data which are received or keyboarded are processed, standardized 
and corrected as necessary.  The following bibliographic data are being inputted in 
INPADOC’s data base:  

(i) For the patent documents of all countries mentioned in paragraph 4:  
(1) the country of publication  
(2) the kind of document (patent, inventor’s certificate, first publication of 

patent application, second publication of patent application, etc.)  
(3) the number of the document  
(4) the number of the application  
(5) the date of filing the application  
(6) the date of publication of the document or, if such date is not available, a 

clear reference to this date, e.g., number and year of the Official Gazette  
(7) the International Patent Classification (IPC) symbol, if any (if several, all)  
(8) the country of priority  ) 
(9) the number of the application  ) where priority is claimed; 

which is the basis of the ) where several priorities are 
priority ) claimed, all  

(10) the date of priority  ) 

(ii) For the patent documents of a certain number of countries, several other 
bibliographic data are stored.  These data are:  
(11) the name of the inventor  
(12) the name of the owner  
(12 bis) the name of the applicant  
(13) the title of the invention  
(14) the national classification symbol(s)  
(15) data concerning other legally related domestic applications, e.g., related by 

division.  
6. Details of the present contents of the IDB are given on page 3.  
7. INPADOC, in cooperation with WIPO, is constantly engaged in the enlargement of the 
scope of the IDB, both with regard to country coverage and with regard to the number of 
bibliographic data which are stored for each patent document, e.g., documents of Brazil, Italy 
and Spain may soon be included if current negotiations with these countries are successful. 
INPADOC is presently undertaking the necessary measures to start keyboarding itself the 
bibliographic data of the patent documents published by Argentina, Ireland and Yugoslavia.  
8. The IDB is now growing at a rate of approximately 800,000 patent documents per year 
(80% of the world total), and is the largest computerized patent data base in the world.  
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status of IDB on August 29, 1975

Bibliographic data nos. I
I

Earliest date (1- 6)
(7 ) (11)

'(12)
(14) (15 )

Number of
Countries

(8-10)
(12) (13) Remarks

of data BIS documents

Australia (AU) Jan.18,1973 + + + + + 24.925

Belgium (BE) Jan. 2,1973 + + 38·524

Bulgaria (BU) Nov.lO,1973 + + 1.758

Canada (CA) Jan. 1,1974 + + + + + + 34.280

Switzerland (CH) Jan.15,1973 + + 33.564 6

Czechoslovakia (CS) Aug.23,1973 + + 12.801 I
I

Cuba (CU) Feb.13,1974 73+ +
I

Denmark (DK) Jan. 2,1973 + + + + + 11.456 5 I
I
1

Germany Dem.Rep.(DL) Ju1.12,1973 + + 15.405 !
1
l

Germany (Fed.Rep.of)(DT) Jan. 4,1973 + + + + + 282.524 2, 6 !
J

France (FR) Jan. 5,1973 + + + 157.548 6
i

United Kingdom (GB) Jan. 4,1974 + + + + + 102.481 9

Hungary (HU) JU1.28,1973 + + 3.261

Israel (IL) Jan.30,1973 + + + + + 8.036 3

Japan ,(JA) Apr. 2,1973 + + 379.549 1, 6

Luxembourg (LU) Jan. 5,1973 + + 5.607 !

Netherlands (NL) Jan. 2,1973 + + + + + 42.763 7 i
i

Norway (NO) Jan. 2,1973 + + + + + 9.927 5

Austria (OE) Jan.lO,1973 + + + + + + + 27.105 4

Poland (PO) Aug.31,1973 + + 5.199

Romania (RU) JU1.20,1973 + + 2.867

Finland (SF) Jan.3l,1973 + i + + + + 6.069 5
,

(SU) 8,1973
i

104.335: Soviet Union Jan. + ! +I
1 Ij Sweden (SW) .Jan. 8,1973 + + + + + 39.421 5

t ,

I United States (US) Jan. 2,1973 + I + I + + + + + 192.606 7I

I I I
:. South Africa (ZA) Jan.30,1974 + + ! + + + 3.794! i

Zambia (ZB) Jan.2l,1973 + I +
I

317! + +
!

i
1.551.826Total : 27 ! i

I! I

1. JA: IPC symbols only from Jan. 1, 1975 onwards
2. DT: including utility models from Jan. 1,1975 onwards
3. IL: including data concerning "applications filed"
4. DE: including "Aufgebote" (applications filed)from Jan. 1,1975 onwards
5. DK,NO,SF,SW: including applications laid open for public inspection before and after examination as well as grants

from Jan. 1,1975 onwards
6. DT,FR,JA: including all "kinds of documents" published
7. NL: including applications laid open for public inspection before and after examination
8. US: including "Reissues" from July 1, 1975 onwards
9. GB: data (11) (12) (13) being completed
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INPADOC SERVICES  
 The most important services presently offered by INPADOC are described in the 
paragraphs below.  
PFS:  Patent Family Service  
9. The Patent Family Service (PFS)--the service identifying patent documents as being 
connected by a common priority claim under the Paris Convention--lists the patent documents 
covered by INPADOC’s data base according to the convention priority country, the priority 
date, and the priority number.  In this way, it is possible to recognize and retrieve all patent 
documents from different countries which belong to the same patent “family.”  The service is 
offered as sets of microfiches.  A set of approximately 150 microfiches is delivered each 
month.  The information in each monthly delivery is updated to contain also the information 
of the preceding monthly delivery or deliveries of that year.  At the end of each calendar year, 
the information is also updated in the same way, so as to contain the information of the 
preceding year or years, up to five years; after five years, a new five-year period of updating 
and accumulation begins.  For each of the patent documents listed, the country of publication, 
the date of publication, the kind of document, the document number, the date and number of 
application, and all IPC symbols allotted to it, are printed, together with, if available, the 
name of the applicant and the title of the invention, in that order.  Sample print-outs of the 
PFS are given in Annex A.  

PCS:  Patent Classification Service 
10. The Patent Classification Service (PCS)--the service identifying patent documents as 
being connected by a common symbol of the International Patent Classification (IPC)--lists 
the patent documents covered by INPADOC’s data base according to their IPC symbols.  In 
this way it is possible to recognize and retrieve all documents classified in the same 
subdivision of the IPC.  The service is offered as sets of microfiches.  A set of approximately 
200 microfiches is delivered each three months (March, June, September, December).  The 
information in each three-monthly delivery is updated to contain also the information of the 
preceding three-monthly delivery or deliveries of that year.  At the end of each calendar year 
the information is also updated in the same way, so as to contain the information of the 
preceding year or years, up to five years;  after five years a new five-year period of updating 
and accumulation begins.  For each of the patent documents listed--each document appears as 
many times as there are IPC symbols allotted to it--the country of publication, the date of 
publication, the kind of document, the document number, all IPC symbols and the priority 
data are printed, together with, if available, the name of the applicant and the title of the 
invention (in that order).  A sample print-out of the PCS for IPC main group G 06 M 7/00 is 
given in Annex B.  
PAS:  Patent Applicant Service 
11. The Patent Applicant Service (PAS)--the service identifying patent documents of a 
selected number of countries (see table paragraph 6) as being connected by a common 
applicant or owner--lists the patent documents covered by INPADOC’s data base according 
to the name of the applicant or the owner, several applications per applicant or owner being 
grouped according to IPC symbols.  In this way it is possible to recognize and retrieve all 
documents applied for and/or owned by the same person or legal entity, (e.g., private 
companies, state owned enterprises, learned societies, universities etc.).  The service is 
offered on an annual basis and in the same form as the PCS and the PFS, namely on 
microfiches.  For each of the patent documents listed, the country of publication, date of 
publication, kind of document, document number, the priority data and all IPC symbols are 
printed together with, if available, the title of the invention (in that order).  A sample print-out 
of the PAS is given in Annex C.  
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NDB:  Numerical Data Base Service 
12. The Numerical Data Base (NDB) Service lists the patent documents covered by 
INPADOC’s data base by country and in numerical order.  If several patent documents have 
been published under the same number of various procedural steps (e.g., DT 
Offenlegungsschrift, Auslegeschrift, Patentschrift) all these “kinds of documents” are listed.  
For each of the patent documents listed, the publication date, the date and number of 
application, the priority data--if any--and all IPC symbols are printed together with, if 
available, the name of the applicant and the title of the invention (in that order).  Sample 
print-outs of the NDB are given in Annex D.  

SCS:  Selected Classification Service  
13. The Selected Classification Service (SCS), gives, on a weekly basis, newly entered 
patent documents of that week connected by a common symbol of the IPC.  (See also 
paragraph 10 above).  The interesting feature of this service is that apart from the 
bibliographic data presented for each patent document in the PCS, all equivalences (Family 
members), if any, for each of the patent documents listed, are indicated.  A sample print-out 
of the SCS is given in Annex E.  

IRF: Individual Request for Family Service  
14. The Individual Request for Family Service (IRF) is a tailor-made service, which, on the 
basis of a certain number of bibliographic data (country, document number, priority data) 
supplied by the user, provides information on countries (if any) in which the same application 
for a patent or an inventor’s certificate has been filed, published and/or granted.  Sample 
print-outs of IRFs are contained in Annex F.  

Information Carriers for the Above-mentioned Services  
15. The PFS, the PCS, the PAS and the SCS are offered as computer output on microfiche 
(COM) or for a limited number of documents (or pages) as paper copies.  The specifications 
of the microfiches follow ISO recommendation R 193 (reduction ratio 1:42, dimension 148 by 
105 mm).  Each microfiche can contain up to 207 (16 columns of 13 rows minus one indexing 
page) pages of computer print-out, each page containing approximately 55 lines of print.  
Appropriate eye-readable headings on the microfiches permit easy identification of the 
microfiches.  
16. The NDB is only offered on microfiche whereas the IRF is offered only as computer 
print-out on paper.  

Additional Services  
17. INPADOC also responds to individual requests of a special nature, for example in the 
framework of the PCS or of the PAS.  

Copy Services  
18. INPADOC also offers a copy service of patent documents.  Copies of patent documents 
can be obtained in the form of hard copies (A.4 size) for individual requests or in the form of 
l6mm microfilms for numerical series.  The present content of INPADOC’s 16 mm roll film 
collection is given in Annex G. 

CREATING THE NECESSARY INFRASTRUCTURE THROUGH A TRAINING 
PROGRAM  
19. The use of the technical information contained in patent documentation in general for 
research and development work or other purposes of a developing country and in particular a 
meaningful use of INPADOC services for such purposes presupposes the existence or, where 
necessary, creation of the necessary infrastructure.  This means in concrete terms that--in 
addition to having access to the patent documents--qualified and trained technical staff must 
be available in the developing country capable of handling patent documents and of drawing a 
maximum of benefit from the information value contained therein and from the services 
INPADOC provides in order to facilitate access to that information.  
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20. Since in many developing countries staff with such capability and experience is either 
not available or not available in sufficient quantity, the emphasis in the field of use by 
developing countries of patent information in general and of profiting from easier and quicker 
access to that information with the help of INPADOC services must be on a comprehensive 
training program.  Such training program should concentrate on teaching the use of the IPC as 
means to organize, and have easier access to, patent documents and the method of searching 
in patent documents as a means to establish the state of the art in a particular field of 
technology and of making the most practical use of the information contained in patent 
documents.  At a certain stage of the training, an introduction into the services of INPADOC 
and the possibilities of their use could be provided.  Such training could be carried out in two 
ways: by training staff from developing countries in a developed country (probably most 
appropriate for high level staff, including those responsible for training in their own 
countries) and by sending highly qualified experts from developed countries to developing 
countries to provide on the spot training which does not need access to a sophisticated 
mechanized documentation system.  
21. It is known that the means of WIPO to provide technical assistance to developing 
countries through training are too limited to develop a comprehensive program of the nature 
described above except for specific technical assistance projects financed by UNDP.  It is 
therefore of particular significance for the technical assistance program of WIPO that first 
consultations with the competent Austrian authorities (which have already earlier offered a 
valuable contribution to the WIPO Permanent Legal-Technical Program for the Acquisition 
by Developing Countries of Technology Related to Industrial Property by providing free of 
charge 100 test searches for developing countries) have shown a readiness of the said 
authorities in principle and subject to future detailed study and an agreement to be reached 
with WIPO in due course to undertake, particularly in the framework of the PCT Technical 
Assistance Program of WIPO, a special training program to be carried out by the Austrian 
Patent Office with an appropriate contribution from INPADOC.  The possibility of financing 
the program from the development aid program of the Austrian Government is being studied.  
Such, training program for staff from developing countries is envisaged to cover the fields 
described above (IPC, organization of search files, search practice, use of information 
contained in patent documents) and to be provided in the form of courses to be held 
periodically at the Austrian Patent Office in Vienna and/or through the sending of experts of 
that Office to developing countries.  Further details of such training program will have to be 
worked out, once a final decision has been taken by the Austrian Government and an 
agreement with WIPO has been reached on the organization of such a training program.  

POSSIBILITIES OF USE OF INPADOC SERVICES  
22. University libraries, official research centers, licensing control agencies, ministries, 
Patent Offices and other government agencies, for the purposes of this document called 
“information centers,” in developing countries could make a more meaningful use of 
INPADOC services once they have the necessary trained staff, in particular after the training 
described above.  The use could for instance be in the following way (the details of any 
system for information transfer could be worked out for each case separately):  

(a) the information center creates a patent information unit responsible for the 
processing of patent information;  

(b) requests for patent information are drawn up by the responsible staff of the patent 
information unit; the Austrian Patent Office, where necessary in cooperation with 
INPADOC and WIPO, could help in formulating “profiles of interest”; these 
requests can be for current and backlog information 

 -  on various technologies, according to IPC 
 -  on patent owner and/or applicant 
 -  on patent “families”;  
(c) the requests are transmitted batch-wise or as “individual” requests to INPADOC; 

preferably, all requests from a given country or region should be centralized 
before transmitting them to INPADOC;  
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(d) replies are forwarded by INPADOC to the patent information unit or to the 
central body having transmitted the requests to INPADOC.  

FURTHER WORK  
23. The International Bureau proposes to continue its work with particular emphasis on 
reaching soon an agreement with the competent Austrian authorities with respect to the 
establishing of the training program referred to above.  
24. More particularly with respect to the use of INPADOC services by developing 
countries, it is considered to be useful, as already stated at the fourth session of the Interim 
Committee, to test the value of INPADOC services for developing countries in one or more 
pilot projects by providing certain of the existing services of INPADOC free of charge for a 
limited period of time.  The feasibility of such pilot projects is still being studied by the 
International Bureau of WIPO, in cooperation with the competent Austrian authorities and 
INPADOC.  Further information on the results of the consultations being carried out at 
present will be available at the time of the forthcoming session of the Interim Committees.  
As soon as an agreement in principle has been reached with the competent Austrian 
authorities and once one or more developing countries have expressed their interest in taking 
advantage of the possibility to test INPADOC services, the test program will have to be 
elaborated in further detail.  
25. The International Bureau of WIPO should like to use this opportunity to thank the 
competent Austrian authorities and INPADOC for the continuation of their highly appreciated 
efforts to make valuable contributions to the technical assistance program of WIPO for 
developing countries.  

26. The Interim Committee is invited  
 (i) to note the information contained  
  in this document  
 (ii) to consider the proposals made  
  above  
 (iii) to make suggestions to the   
  International Bureau for the   
  continuation of its work in this  
  matter.  

 
[Annexes A to G follow] 
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INPADOC

INDIVIDUAL REQUEST FAMILY

THE CENTRAL PATENT
INFOR~ATION UNIT

REGION

COUNTRY

PRIORITY GIVEN
,C CPR • l' A. T PRJ 0 RI T Y N0

WlEN: 75.08 • 18

7523iJ04

K DND:

DOCUMENTS FOUND
.tc PUBDAT KD DOC.NO.

AR 71082 G 71 237478 A U 7 4 J 2 2 8 A 1 4 5 8 03 72 COM Plio S P EC. 0 P EN TO PUB.
CA 75C304 A1 963799 CANADIAN PATENT
CH 75J228 A. 559026 PATENTSCHRIFT (ERSTVEROEFF.)
D1 73U301 A1 2240793 OFFENlEGUNGSS.
FR 730406 A2 2150364 DEM BREV ADD PR.PUB,
GB 740123 A 1344403 PATENT SPECIFICATION
JA 730421 A2 48030558 KOKKAI TOKKYO

. Nl 730222 A 1211224 TER INZAGE GElEGDE OC1ROOIAA
ZA 73G53Q A 725755 PATENT SPECIFICATION

INDIVIDUAL REQUEST FAMILY

THE CENTRAL PATENT
INFORMATION UNIT

REG ION

COUNTRY

PRIORITY GIVEN'
CC PR.OAT PRIORITY NO

7523005

KD NO:
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CC PUBDAT KD OOC.NO.

MX 72J5G4 72 135214 AU 741107 A1
DT 731108 A1
FR 731214 A1
GB 750625 A
JA 740527 A2

5529373 COMP. SPEC. OPEN TO PUB.
2322593 OFFENlEGUNGSS.
2183208 DEM BREV PR.PUB.
1399044 PATENT SPECIFICATION

49054414 KOKKAI TOKKYO
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W1EN: 7 5 • GB • 18

7523006

KONO:

DOCUMENTS FOUND
CC PUBDAT KO DOC.NO.

B R 711 22U7 1 8441 AU 740613 A1
BE 73041 b A 4
CA 74 J9 24 A
CA 740924 A1
DT 730712 A 1
F R 7308 U3 A2
GB 75 tl7 23 A
JA 731 Q03 A2
Nl 730622 A

4996572
793074
955042
955042

2262421
2164661
14(076 Q

48073300
721714(1

rOMP. SPEC. OPEN TO PUB.
BREVET DE PERfECTIONNfMENT

CANADIAN PATENT
o FFENlfGUNGSS.
DEM BREV ADO PR.PUb,
PATENT SPECIFICATION
KOKKAI TOKKYO
TER INZAGE GElEGDE OCTROOIAA
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'pC'l'/'l'A'b/V/tJ
ANNEX G

MICROFILM COPIES

of the patent docume'nts ofthe'followin'g' c'oun'tr'i'es' Ca'n be'furni'shed:
(State of April 1974)

Country Kind of Document Document Number

Australia

Austria

Belgium

Canada

CSSR

Denmark

Finland

Patent Specification
Patent Specification

Patent Specification

Patentschrift

Brevet dtinvention

Patent

Patentovy Spis

Patent

Fremlaeggelsesskrift

Patentti (Patent)

Kuulutusjulkaisu
(Utlaggningsskrift)

from

year 1926
No.lOO.OOl
No.200.00l

No.1

No.493.079

No.462.146

No.1

NO.1
No .111. 000

No.26.837
No.40.001

to

year 1936
No.168.220
No.254.800

Nr.321.433

No. 731.100

Nr.956.617

No.143.000

No.110.156

No.12l.750

No.35.249
No .45.504

France Brevet d'invention No.317.502
Brevet special de Medicament No.1

Addition au Brevet d'invention No.1

No.l.333.000+1.435.601-
No.6.190 1.490.000

No.94.653

Federal Republic
of Germany

German Democratic

Republic

Hungary

Italy

. Netherlands

Norway

Poland

Sweden

Switzerland

United Kingdom

United States

Yugoslavia

Pa tentschri ft
Patent-hzw.Auslegeschrift
Auslegeschrift
Offenlegungsschrift

Patentschrift

Szabadalmi Leiras

Brevetto per Invenzione
Industriale

Octrooi

Patent
Utlegningsskrift

Opis Pa tentowy

Patent
Utl~ggningsskrift

Pa ten tschrift

Patent Specification
Patent Specification

Patent

Patentni Spis

No.1
No.l.OOO.OOl

No .1.154.001
No.1.400.001

No.1

No.5.801

No.242.974

No.1

No.2.841

No.115. 000

No.1

No.1
No.300.001

No.1

year 1900
No.lOO.OOl

No.2.000.001

No.7

No.976.850
No.l.154.000

No .1. 301. 993
Nr.2 . 065 . 632

No.85.500

No.156.944

No.131.060

No.113.484

No.124.753

No .54.100

No.227.775
No. 361. 059

No.518.600

year 1915
No. 945.608

No.3.226.728

No.16.461

LEnd of documen~1




