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Background  
1. The PCT Interim Committee for Technical Assistance (hereinafter referred to as “the 
Interim Committee”), at its fourth session, held in Geneva from November 13 to 19, 1974, 
asked the International Bureau to undertake a survey among the countries publishing patent 
documents forming part, or likely to form part, of the PCT minimum documentation, and 
countries maintaining patent document collections, comprising at least part of the PCT 
minimum documentation.  
2. The purpose of that survey should be to establish whether any collections of such patent 
documents are at present available, or may become available in the near future, for use in the 
framework of technical assistance projects for developing countries.  
3. In as far as such collections are available, the conditions for their acquisition should be 
established (see paragraph 23 of the Report of the fourth session, document PCT/TAS/IV/8). 
4. The survey was carried out with circular letter No. 2134, of February 28, 1975, 
containing a questionnaire (see Annex A to this document). 
5. This document reports on the results of the survey, as far as the answers received up to 
July 10, 1975 are concerned.  

Results of the Survey  
6. The following countries have answered the circular letter No. 2134: Australia, Austria, 
Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany (Federal Republic of), Hungary, Italy, 
Japan, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Soviet Union, Sweden, Switzerland, the 
United Kingdom, and the United States of America.  
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7. The patent document collections which are at present available, or may become 
available in the near future, are listed below in the alphabetical order, in English, of the names 
of the patent document issuing countries. If the patent documents are available from more 
than one source, the conditions under which they are obtainable are indicated separately, for 
each source, as may be the case. The sequence of the indications is the same as that of the 
questions of the questionnaire, referred to in paragraph 4, above.  
8. Australian Patent Documents  

Available:  

(i) At present from the Norwegian Patent Office: A complete collection of classified 
Australian patent specifications for the years 1926 -1974, unbound (225 meters 
shelf space), classified according to the Australian Patent Classification system. 
Against payment of transportation costs.  Collection will be kept until November, 
1975, only.  

(ii) At present from the Australian Patent Office: Part collections of Australian patent 
specifications, starting 1971, as specified under the PCT minimum 
documentation, Rule 34.1(c) (vi) . One copy of each patent specification so 
determined will be forwarded immediately once the name and address of the 
recipient is known.  
Free of charge.  This offer is made without limitation as to the number of 
countries that may wish these collections, but due to pressing storage problems, 
the offer is not unlimited in time.  

9. Belgian Patent Documents  

(i) Available during the year 1976, from the Norwegian Patent Office: Part 
collection, Nos. 675,001 - 731,100 (corresponds to period 3.5.1966 - 15.8.1969) 
Against payment of transportation costs. Collection will be kept until 
December 1976, only.  

(ii) Available at present from the Belgian Patent Office: A few part collections of the 
“Recueil des Brevets d’Invention” for the years 1940 - 1973, containing 
exclusively an abstract, and in some cases also a drawing, of the patents granted. 
Against payment of transportation costs.  The collections will be kept at the 
disposal of interested countries for a period of 2-3 years.  

10. Canadian Patent Documents  
Available at present, and in future, from the Canadian Patent Office: Part collection, starting 
with No. 848,l59, year 1970.  Against payment of transportation costs. Depending on the 
number of documents required and the number of countries involved, alternatives as to 
transportation costs could be considered at a later time, including the financial assistance of a 
Canadian agency dealing with aid to developing countries. Offer is made without any time 
limitation.  
11. French Patent Documents  

(i) Available as from 1976 from France (Imprimerie Nationale, Paris): Part collection 
of unsold paper copies of patent documents going back five years.  Against 
payment of transportation costs, if taken as a bulk delivery from the printer 
(Imprimerie Nationale).  If separate sets must be established, or other sorting 
work is desired, compensation for additional costs may be requested. Offer is very 
limited in time, i.e., the documents must be dispatched within three months from 
the time they become available.  

(ii) Available in future, at the earliest 1980, from the Netherlands Patent Office: A 
complete collection of patent documents for the period 1920 - 1950, when and if 
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replaced by microforms. Against payment of transportation costs. Offer is limited 
to one year after replacement by microforms.  

12. German Democratic Republic Patent Documents  
Available during the year 1976, from the Norwegian Patent Office: Part collection, Nos. 

12,500 - 85,500 (corresponds to period 27.12.1956 to 12. 12.1973). 
Against payment of transportation costs. Collection will be kept until December, 1976, only.  
13. Germany (Federal Republic of) Patent Documents  

(i) Available at present from the German Patent Office: A part collection comprising:  

(a) Offenlegungsschriften (Unexamined patent applications) Paper copies, in 
numerical order, as of 1969 with gaps. 8-up aperture cards, classified, from July, 
1970 - February, 1972.  
(b) Auslegeschriften (Examined patent applications) Paper copies, in numerical 
order from September 1955 - June, 1967, with gaps; as of 1970, with gaps. 8-up 
aperture cards, classified, from July, 1970 - February, 1972.  
(c) Patentschriften (Granted patents) Paper copies, in numerical order, as of 
1970, with gaps. 8-up aperture cards, classified, from July, 1970 - February, 
1972. 
Above part collection is available against payment of transportation costs. Offer 
without any time limitation.  

(ii) Available in future, at the earliest 1980, from the Netherlands Patent Office: A 
complete collection of patent documents for the period 1920 - 1950, when and if 
replaced by microform. Against payment of transportation costs.  Offer is limited 
to one year after replacement by microforms.  

14. Italian Patent Documents  
Available at present from the Italian Patent Office: Part collection, Nos. 670.001 - 765.200 
(corresponds to period 9.10.1964 - 15.5.1967). Free of charge, Collection will be kept until 
December, 1976, only.  
15. Japanese Patent Documents and English Abstracts thereof  

(i) Available at present from the Japanese Patent Office:  
Part collection of Japanese Gazettes of Examined Patent Applications and of 
Unexamined Patent Applications, issued after 1972.  Free of charge for those 
countries with which an agreement for mutual exchange of patent documents is in 
force with Japan.  Against payment of transportation costs for countries other than 
the above. Offer without any time limitation.  

(ii) Available at present from JAPATIC: 
Part collections of English abstracts of Japanese patent documents as follows: 
Unexamined published patent applications 

  for 1972: 300 
 for 1973: 630 
 for 1974: 460  
 Total: 1390 

 The abstracts are made of patent documents in the fields of technology which are 
likely to be of use to developing countries. Free of charge. Offer without any time 
limitation  

16. Norwegian Patent Documents  
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Available at present and in future from the Norwegian Patent Office:  
Part collection, from No. 73,537 (May 1948) onwards.  Against payment of transportation 
costs.  Offer without any time limitation.  
17. Swiss Patent Documents  

(i) Available at present and in future from the Swiss Patent Office.  
(A specific request has to be submitted for each case to the Federal Department of 
Justice and Police, but there is no doubt that an agreement can be obtained 
therefrom):  4 complete collections from 1888 to the present date, in paper copies, 
in numerical order. Against payment of transportation costs.  Offer may be limited 
in time, as the Swiss Patent Office might be forced to replace these collections by 
microfilm in the not too near future for reasons of lack of space.  

(ii) Available at present from the Norwegian Patent Office: Part collection, 
Nos. 379,400 - 551,730, unbound (90 meters of shelf space).  Against payment of 
transportation costs.  Offer is limited until November, 1975.  

18. United Kingdom Patent Documents  
Available at present from the Norwegian Patent Office:  

(a) Part collection of U.K. patent specifications, Nos. 1/1900 - 28,566/1908, unbound 
(95 meters of shelf space).  

(b) Part collection of U.K. patent specifications, Nos. 1/1909 - 18225/1915 and 
100,001 - 200,000 (accepted 5 July, 1923).  

(c) Part collection of abridgements of U.K. patent specifications of the series 
340,000/420,000 to 1,350,000/1,375,000, inclusive, for the years 1932 - 1974. 
The greater part is bound, according to the English group system (41 meters of 
shelf space).  

Against payment of transportation costs. Offer is limited until November, 1975.  
19. United States of America Patent Documents  

(i) Available by approximately November 1, 1975, from the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office: Part collection (obsolete) arranged in U.S. classification order. 
Rearrangement of the patents in numerical order would provide some of the U.S. 
patent documents required for PCT minimum documentation. Against payment of 
transportation costs; exchange and/or other conditions to be negotiated. Offer 
limited in time until May, 1976.  

(ii) Available in future at the earliest 1980, from the Netherlands Patent Office: A 
complete collection of patent documents for the period 1920 - 1950, when and if 
replaced by microform. Against payment of transportation costs. Offer is limited 
to one year after replacement by microforms.  

General Response to Circular No. 2134  
20. In general, the response to Circular No. 2134 was very positive and showed 

considerable willingness to cooperate.  The answers received from the various 
patent Offices are reproduced as Annexes B - T to this document.  
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Action already taken by the International Bureau  
21. In view of the fact that certain collections of patent documents could be kept available 
only for a limited time after the communication transmitted to the International Bureau, the 
latter has undertaken immediately steps with a view to dispose. of the collections in time.  A 
report on the results will follow in a separate document, which will also contain any further 
answers received to the circular in question by the International Bureau.  

22. The Interim Committee is requested to 
take note of this report and to provide its 
advice, if any, on further action to be 
undertaken by the International Bureau.  

 
[Annexes follow] 

 
























































