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INTRODUCTION  
1. One of the greatest difficulties for developing countries in striving for appropriate 
access to technology is to identify the technical information needed to decide adequately on 
the solution of a specific technical problem.  
2. Patent documents* may offer in many cases the quickest and easiest way to arrive at the 
technical information needed by developing countries in order to take basic decisions 
regarding industrial development.  Patent documents are also instruments for keeping abreast 
of new technological developments.  Knowledge of technology in the field obtained through 
patent documents is, last but not least, also one of the important conditions for improving the 
negotiating position of licensees in developing countries.  
3. Until recently, there was no central depository of patent information on a worldwide 
basis.  Requests for technical information relating to patents had to be directed to a great 
number of different agencies (governmental and private) in different countries.  This was 
complicated as well as costly and inefficient.  In the last two years WIPO’s efforts, which 
were begun in 1964 and have been directed towards the establishment of a World Patent 
Index, have resulted in the creation of INPADOC, the central worldwide data bank for 
bibliographic data on patent documents.  

INPADOC and the INPADOC Data Base  
4. The International Patent Documentation Center (hereinafter referred to as “INPADOC”) 
was established by the Republic of Austria following an Agreement with WIPO concluded on 
May 2, 1972, in order to promote cooperation in the field of patent documentation and to 
facilitate access to technological knowledge.  (See also in this respect documents 
PCT/TCO/II/3 and PCT/TCO/II/7).  The headquarters of INPADOC are in Vienna.  

                                                 
*  Throughout this document “patent documents” means published patents, inventors’ certificates, and 

utility certificates, as well as published applications for the same. 
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5. The objective of INPADOC is to establish a worldwide patent documentation service. 
For this purpose INPADOC has signed agreements of cooperation with the Patent Offices of 
Australia, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany (Federal Republic of), Japan, Norway, Soviet 
Union, Sweden and with the International Patent Institute (IIB) for obtaining in machine-
readable form bibliographic data pertaining to patent documents.  These bibliographic data, 
together with the ones presently keyboarded by INPADOC itself, are stored in INPADOC’s 
central data base (IDB).  
6. At present, patent documents of the following countries are covered in INPADOC’s 
data base:  Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, 
Finland, France, German Democratic Republic, Germany (Federal Republic of), Hungary, 
Japan, Luxembourg, Mongolia, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Romania, Soviet Union, 
Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom and the United States of America (25).  
7. The bibliographic data which are received or keyboarded are processed, standardized 
and corrected as necessary.  The following bibliographic data are being inputted in the IDB:  

(i) For the patent documents of all countries mentioned in paragraph 6:  
(1) the country of publication  
(2) the kind of document (patent, inventors' certificate, first publication of 

patent application, second publication of patent application, etc.)  
(3) the number of the document  
(4) the number of the application  
(5) the date of filing the application  
(6) the date of publication of the document or, if such date is not available, a 

clear reference to this date, e.g., number and year of the Official Gazette  
(7) the International Patent Classification (IPC) symbol, if any (if several, all)  
(8) the country of priority  ) 
(9) the number of the application  ) where priority is claimed; 

which is the basis of the  ) where several priorities are 
priority  ) claimed, all  

(10) the date of priority  ) 

(ii) For the patent documents of Australia, Austria, Denmark, Finland, France, 
Germany (Federal Republic of), Norway, Sweden and the United States of 
America, the following additional data are also stored:  

(11) the name of the inventor ) 
  ) where several, all  
(12) the name of the owner  ) 

(iii) For the patent documents of Australia, Austria, Germany (Federal Republic of), 
and the United States of America is furthermore stored:  

(13) the title of the invention (in English or German).  
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8. Details of the present contents of the INPADOC Data Base (IDB) are given below*:  
Country of publication 

of document 
Earliest date of document. 

data stored 
Code Name Day 

 
Month Year  

 

Number of 
documents 
stored on 

Sept. 30, 1974 

AU 
BE 
BG 
CA 
CH 
CS 
DK 
DL 
 
DT 
 
FR 
GB 
HU 
JA 
LU 
NL 
NO 
OE 
PO 
RU 
SF 
SU 
SW 
US  
 

Austria  
Belgium 
Bulgaria  
Canada  
Switzerland  
Czechoslovakia  
Denmark  
German Democratic 
Republic 
Germany, Federal 
Republic of  
France  
United Kingdom  
Hungary 
Japan 
Luxembourg 
Netherlands 
Norway 
Austria 
Poland  
Romania 
Finland  
Soviet Union  
Sweden 
United States of 
America  
 

08 
02 
10 
02 
15 
23 
12 
12 
 
04 
 
05 
04 
28 
02 
05 
02 
02 
10 
31 
20 
28 
07 
17 
01 

01 
01 
11 
04 
01 
08 
11 
07 
 
01 
 
01 
01 
07 
04 
01 
01 
01 
01 
08 
07 
02 
12 
09 
05 

1973 
1973 
1973 
1974 
1973 
1973 
1973 
1973 
 
1973 
 
1973 
1973 
1973 
1973 
1973 
1973 
1973 
1973 
1973 
1973 
1973 
1972 
1973 
1973 

20,571 
24,116 
870 
5,642 
21,664 
6,359 
1,403  
8,158  
 
152,110 
 
99,254 
62,299 
2,041 
163,105 
3,751 
27,911 
3,455 
13,524 
577 
1,681 
2,026 
71,611 
8,525  
93,166  
 

Total number of documents covered  793,719  
 

*  Data for patent documents from Cuba and Mongolia not yet available at the time of 
writing this document  
9. INPADOC, in cooperation with WIPO, is constantly trying to enlarge the scope of the 
IDB, both with regard to country coverage and with regard to the number of bibliographic 
data which are stored for each patent document, e.g., documents of Spain and Italy may soon 
be included as a result of successful negotiations with these countries.  
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10. The IDB is now growing at a rate of approximately 800,000 patent documents per year, 
and represents the most important computerized patent data base in the world.   

INPADOC Services 
11. On the basis of  the bibliographic data contained in the  IDB,  INPADOC identifies:  

(i) patent documents which are connected/related on the basis of a common priority 
claim (the “Patent Family Service”)  

(ii) patent documents which are connected/related on the basis of a common symbol 
of the International Patent Classification (IPC) (the “Patent Classification 
Service”)  

(iii) patent documents which are connected/related on the basis of a common applicant 
or owner (the “Current Applicant Index”).  

INPADOC also offers a copy service of patent documents from a very complete file of 
l6mm roll microfilms. (Annex A)  

12. The Patent Family Service (PFS), the Patent Classification Service (PCS) and the 
Current Applicant Index (CAL) are offered as computer printouts either on paper (for a 
limited number of documents) or on computer output on microfiche (COM).  Copies of 
sample printouts of these services are attached as Annex B.  

Possibilities of Use of INPADOC Services  
13. Information centers in developing countries could profit from INPADOC services in the 
following way (the details of any system for information transfer could be worked out for 
each case separately):  

(i) the information center creates a patent information unit responsible for the 
transfer of patent information within the country;  

(ii) the responsible staff are trained in the use of the International  
Patent Classification;  

(iii) requests for lists of documents pertaining to a particular field of technology are 
formulated and translated into the relevant symbols of the IPC (WIPO and 
INPADOC, in cooperation with the Austrian Patent Office, could help in 
formulating and translating the “profiles of interest”);  

(iv) the requests are transmitted to INPADOC for processing in the framework of the 
PCS;  

(v) replies are forwarded to the patent information units.  
14. This general outline for a possible 'information-transfer procedure' should be annotated 
as follows:  

ad (i) university libraries, official research centers, licensing control agencies, 
ministries and government departments could also profit from these services and 
be serviced as such;  

ad (ii) the training of staff in the developing countries could, by using the IPC, be 
effected under the WIPO Legal Technical Assistance Program;  

ad (iii) INPADOC also accepts requests for information regarding “patent 
families”, both current and backlog, and searches for “applicants” and “owners”  
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– requests can be limited to patent documents of certain countries, in 
certain languages and, to a certain extent, for certain periods of time.  
Copies of the documents can be included at option  

– requests can be “current” (i.e., monthly updating “bulletins”) or single 
non-recurrent;  

ad (iv) the patent information unit should  centralize all requests from a given 
country or region before transmitting them  to  INPADOC;   

ad (v) INPADOC  will forward replies “en bloc” to the patent information units  
for  further distribution.   

15. The value of these services for developing countries should perhaps be tested in one or 
more pilot projects for a limited period of time.  The details of such pilot projects could be 
elaborated once one or more patent information centers in developing countries have 
expressed their interest in taking advantage of the INPADOC services for developing 
countries.  

16. The Interim Committee is requested to 
take note of this report and advise the 
International Bureau on further action, 
including any steps it might wish to undertake 
in order to make INPADOC known to a 
broader circle of developing countries.  

 

[Annexes A and B follow] 
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ANNEX A

PAPER COPIES

of the patent documents of the following countries can be furnished:, .

Country Kind of Document Document Number Remark
from to

Aus~raJia Patent Specification year 1926 year 1936 1) .
Patent Specification No. 100.001 3)

Austria Patentschrift No.1 3)

Belgium Brevet d'invention complete 3)

Bulgaria Opisanie na isobretenie No.1 3)

Canada Patent No. 462.146 3)

CSSR Patentowy Spis No.1 3)

Denmark Patent- /
Frer11·laeaaelsesskrift No. 2.001 3)

Federal Republic of Patentschrift No. 1 1. issue of
Germany "Auslegeschriften ..

Auslegeschrift No. 1.000.001 3)
nH."n legu ngsschrift No. 1.400.001 31

Finland Patentti (Patent)
Kuulutusjulkaisu
(Utlaggn ingsskrift) No. 26.837 '3)

France Brevet d'invention No. 317.502 3)
Brevet Special de Medicament No.1 No. 7.100
Addition au Brevet d'invention No.1 No. 95.000
Premiere PUblication No. 2.000.001 3)

German Democratic
Republic Patentschrift No.1 3)

Hungary Szabadalmi Leiras No. 5.801 3) 2)

Italy Brevetto per Invenzione
Industriale No. 242.974 3) 2)

Netherlands Octrooi No.1 3)

Norway Patent No. 2.841 2)
Utlegningsskrift No. 115.000 3)

Poland Opis Patentowy No.1 3)

Roumania Descriera Inventiei No. 40.380 3)

Sweden Pa te ntskrift complete No. 227.775
Utlaggningsskrift No. 300.001 3)

Switzerland Patentschrift No.1 3) 2)
Patentschrift Zusatz NO.1 No.699

United Kingdom patent Specification year 1617 year 1915 2)
Patent Specification No. 100.001 No. 524.678 2)
Patent Specification No. 524.679 No. 572.500 1)
Patent Specification No. 572.501 3)

United States of
America Patent No. 115;264 3) 2)

USSR Opisanie isobretenija No.1 3) 2)

Yugoslavia Patentni Spis from the beginning year 1941
Patentni Spis No. 22.609 3)

1) = incomplete 2) =nearly complete 3) = regular supplements

[Annex B follows]
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