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Traditional Knowledge, Non-Patent Literatures, …

Don’t forget patent document itself,

while it is readly available without any additional cost.
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?Korean patent document should be included in the PCT
MD

1. KIPO is one of top 10 contributors to world
prior art assets

?Ranked 7th in volume of PCT application, reaching

2,947 (WIPO Yearly review of the PCT:2003)

?Ranked 9th in volume of national patent application, reaching
190,022 (WIPO Industrial property Annual statistics:2001)

“Searching without Korean patent documents is like leaving a large portion of
prior art unsearched”
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2. More and more state-of-the-art technologies appear in Korean
patent documents first

? In the field of information technology such as mobile phones,

plasma display panels, semiconductors, etc.

Reported by Agency France-Press (AFP)
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Some example of patents which are filed first in Korea

US19970009474691997/10/09
KR1996000044880
KR1996000080768

1996/10/09
1996/12/31

US19990002269611999/01/08
KR1998000000308
KR1998000000309

KR1998000031537

1998/01/08
1998/01/08
1998/08/03

US20000006325822000/08/07KR19990000323031999/08/06

US20000006088912000/06/30KR19990000264041999/01/07

US19890004037671989/09/06KR19880000118701988/09/14

US20000007027952000/11/01KR19990000489261999/11/05

US20000007057862000/11/06KR19990000491091999/11/06

Application
NumberDateApplication

NumberDate

Second filingFirst filing
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?In the area of biotechnology such as therapeutic cloning using stem cell

“Without searching Korean patent documents, fair amount of the newest
technology will be missed”
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Some example of patents which are filed first in Korea

EP20000009410052000/06/30

KR1999000026163

KR1999000026164
KR1999000026165
KR1999000026166

1999/06/30
1999/06/30
1999/06/30
1999/06/30

EP20000009410072000/06/30

KR1999000026163
KR1999000026164

KR1999000026165
KR1999000026166

1999/06/30
1999/06/30
1999/06/30
1999/06/30

EP20000009410062000/06/30

KR1999000026163
KR1999000026164

KR1999000026165
KR1999000026166

:

1999/06/30
1999/06/30
1999/06/30
1999/06/30

:

Application
NumberDateApplication

NumberDate

Second filingFirst filing

“Without searching Korean patent documents, fair amount of the newest
technology will be missed”
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?Foreign demand for Korean patent documents increases rapidly

The Number of KIPRIS users (as of '05.1. 21.)
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Total

New Members 117,201 118,079 106,416 108,241 111,702 561,639
Domestic

No. of Log-in 1,244,197 1,897,588 2,336,345 2,731,055 3,498,783 5,478,130
New Members 452 959 1,493 2,533 6,597 12,034

Foreign
No. of Log-in - 11,642 22,015 20,348 58,215 112,220

 The composition of foreign KIPRIS users

Others (926)

IN (110)

CA (119)
NL (121)

AU (124)
FR (135)

UK (261) DE (268) TW (343) CN (613)

US (1,149)

JP (2,121)

KIPRIS
foreign user

(Mar.’04)

KIPRIS
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1. Korean patent documents are fully digitized. Therefore, they can be easily
provided to the International Authorities

SGML1979 to the present550KPA

Text1947 to the present7191,110Abstracts

SGML1947 to 1998370281Rejected

SGML1979 to the present144144

Image1947 to 1998378456
Examined

SGML1983 to the present1291,058

Image1983 to 1998369412
Unexamined

Utility ModelsPatents
FormatCoverage

Number of
Type

Database status of KIPO (Unit:1,000)

? With 90% of patent e-filing rate and digitization process

? TO about 50 foreign IPOs

? Korean patent document are readily

available without any additional cost
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2. Korean patent documents are also available through the Internet

legal status 

?The Korean Industrial Property Rights Information Service(KIPIRS)

provides free internet search service

?KPA, legal status in English, full text in Korean, etc.



11

Korean Intellectual Property Office

Result-abstract

sort by  
No., doc. kind, 
IPC, title or 
applicant 

bookmark 

hyperlink 
to original full-text(KR) 

refine 
search result 

3

1

Search example in KIPRIS - abstract

2

hyperlink to 
KPA with 
legal status(xml) 

Tips on 
queries, 
operators, etc. 

4
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Result- KPA with legal status(xml)

bibliographic info. 
No.(date), title, 
doc. kind, IPC, names representative drawing 

legal status 

abstract 

functions 
go prev./next doc., 
print, close 

2

Search example in KIPRIS - legal status

KPAKPA containscontains bibliographicbibliographic
information,information, EnglishEnglish abstract,abstract,
representativerepresentative drawing(ordrawing(or
chemicalchemical formula)formula) andand legallegal
status.status.
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Result-original doc.(Korean; pdf/sgml)3

KPA Search Tip · Help4

Search example in KIPRIS - Korean full text

OriginalOriginal KoreanKorean document(datadocument(data
formatformat :: pdf,pdf, sgml)sgml) ofof KPAKPA isis
linked.linked.

KPAKPA SearchSearch Tips,Tips, FAQsFAQs onon
queries,queries, operators,operators, format,format, etc.etc.
areare provided.provided.
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3. The Korean Patent documents are accessible in English

?Korean Patent Abstracts (KPA), legal status, etc.

?Korean-English machine translator (from 2006)
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?What should be done?

1. Just put several words into the PCT Rule34.
?Put “the Republic of Korea” in PCT Rule34.1(c)(i)

?Add “(vii) the Unexamined ...” in PCT Rule34.1(c)

?Put “Korean” and “the Republic of Korea” in PCT Rule34.1(e)

“(i) the patents issued in and after 1920 by France, the former Reichspatentamt of Germany, Japan,, the
Republic of Korea, the former Soviet Union, Switzerland (in the French and German languages only), the
United Kingdom, and the United States of America", (Amended)

“(?) the Unexamined Utility Models and Registered Utility Models of the Republic of Korea." (Added)

"(e) Any International Searching Authority whose official language, or one of whose official languages, is
not Japanese, Korean, Russian or Spanish is entitled not to include in its documentation those patent
documents of Japan, the Republic of Korea, the Russian Federation and the former Soviet Union as well
as those patent documents in the Spanish language, respectively, for which no abstracts in the English
language are generally available. ..." (Amended)
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2. Just access to KIPRIS

3. Just request KIPO to provide Korean patent documents

?KPA, legal status in English, full text in Korean, etc.

?Korean-English machine translator (at the end of 2005)

?KIPO is ready to provide
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?Conclusion

KIPO hopes that KIPO’s proposal is considered favorably

by you and we can reach an agreement that it is necessary

for Korean Patent documents need to be included in PCT

MD
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ThankThankThankThank  youyouyouyou  !!!!
E-mail address: tamer@kipo.go.kr


