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The MPP was founded by Unitaid in 2010

We work with a range of partners — civil society, international organisations, industry, 
patient groups and governments — to prioritise and license novel and existing medicines 
and health technologies for people in these countries.

Mission & Vision

Mission

Increase access to, and facilitate the 
development of, life-saving medicines for 
low- and middle-income countries (LMICs) 
through voluntary licensing and patent 
pooling.

Vision

A world in which people in need in LMICs 
have rapid access to effective and 
affordable medical treatments and health 
technologies.



THE MEDICINES PATENT POOL

MPP is public health organization established 
in 2010 to accelerate access to new HIV 
medicines in LMICs

…and to facilitate the development of new 
formulations needed in developing 
countries

Operates through voluntary licences to 
facilitate early entry of generic 
manufacturers in LMICs

Expanded to work on hepatitis C, TB (2016)
and other patented essential medicines 
(2018)….and now COVID-19

The MPP is funded by:

and



4. Accelerate development and 

work with partners to facilitate 

access to medicine in LMICs

3. Sublicense to 

manufacturers with 

commitment and capability of 

supplying LMICs

2. Negotiate licences with 

patent holders from a 

public health perspective

1. Identify health technologies 

needed in LMICs where 

licensing can improve access

MPP licences enable additional manufacturers to enter LMIC markets before 

patent expiry, facilitating competition and price reductions, under agreed terms

THE MPP MODEL – HOW WE WORK



Public Health Licensing via MPP

Royalties where 
appropriate

Innovators Manufacturers

Key 

stakeholders

Access

Guiding Principles

 Public health driven

 Transparent

 Focus on accelerating access

 Non-exclusive

 Flexible

 Voluntary



GOVERNMENTS, 

TREATMENT PROVIDERS

Ability to stretch 

budgets to treat 

(prevent/diagnose)

more people 

with improved products at 

more affordable prices

COMMUNITIES

Greater access 

to quality, 

appropriate, 

affordable and 

life-saving health 

technologies

PATENT 

HOLDERS 

Effective and impactful 

way to make 

innovative products 

available in resource-

limited settings; 

complements 

commercial strategy; 

reputational benefits; 

royalties

LOW-COST 

PRODUCERS

Accelerated approach to 

the development of 

affordable versions of 

health technologies 

needed in LMICs; where 

needed, possibility to 

develop products adapted 

to specific LMIC needs 

(e.g. new formulations of 

existing medicines)

BENEFITING ALL STAKEHOLDERS



WHAT HAS MPP
2010-2020

ACHIEVED SO FAR?
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M P P  P artn e rsh ip s W ith  In n o va to rs

lo p in a v ir

rito n av ir
(ad u lts)

lo p in a v ir

rito n av ir
(pa e d ia trics)

d arun a v ir
(pa e d ia tric; 

no n -a ssert) 

ralte g rav ir
(pa e d ia tric)

ne v irap in e
(no n -a ssert)

d arun a v ir

rela te d
b icte g rav ir

co b icista t

elv ite g rav ir

em tricita b in e

te n o fo v ir ala fe n a m id e

te n o fiv ir d iso p roxil

ab a cav ir
(pa e d ia trics)

d o lu te g rav ir
(pa e d ia trics)

d o lu te g rav ir
(ad u lts)

ravid asvirsolid  drug  

nan o p article s 

te ch n o lo g y  

g le cap rev ir/

p ib ren tasvir

atazan a v ir

d aclasta v irva lg an ciclo v ir
(pricin g  ag re e m e n t)

sute zo lid

HIV Hep a titis C T u b e rcu lo sis
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IN FO RM U L A T IO N PRIC E S AFT E R 
M PP ’S AGRE E M E NT S*

AC RO SS 143 CO U NT RIE S

M ore than 

the annual 

BRA ZIL 3

D O SE S SU PPL IE D  BY M PP 
L IC E NSE E S SINC E  201 2*

O ver

2 doses 
provided  to  

every person 

in the

M P P ’S Acco m p lish m e n ts

1 8.6
BILL IO N

PA T IE NT -YE A RS 
O F TRE A T M E NT S*

49.7
M IL L IO N

Equivelent 
to  treating  

nearly

6X
the population 

of New  York City 1 W O RL D

IN SA V INGS*

$1 .96
BILL IO N U SD

73%
A V E RA GE  D RO P

health care 
expend iture of

$
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*Im p a ct of M P P  ag re em e n ts un til Jun e  2020 by KPM G (HIV , HCV  pro d u cts):
1 http s://w o rld p o p u la tio n re vie w .co m /w o rld -cities/ 2 http s://w w w .w o rld o m e te rs. in fo /w o rld -p o p u la tio n /3 W HO, Glob a l Hea lth  Exp e n d itu re s da ta b a se  (2017)

https://worldpopulationreview.com/world-cities/


M PP in  C O V ID -1 9
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M P P  M an d a te  on  COV ID-19

On March 30, 2020, the MPP Board agreed to temporarily expand its mandate 

“to include any health technology that could contribute to the global 

response to COVID-19 and where licensing could facilitate innovation and 

access. 

With the support of Unitaid, this will allow MPP to offer its IP and licensing 

expertise to the World Health Organization (WHO) to assist the global effort in 

any way it can.”
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MPP’s Activities in COVID-19

• Collaborating partner in the Access to COVID-19 Tools Accelerator 

(ACT-A) therapeutics pillar to facilitate affordable access to new 

treatments 

• Implementing partner of C-TAP, the COVID-19 Technology Access 

Pool, led by WHO and endorsed by 43 Member States 

• At request of WHO, tracking patents on COVID-19 treatments in 

MedsPaL (www.medspal.org) and in June 2021 launched VaxPaL, with 

patents on COVID-19 vaccines

• 21 generic manufacturing companies joined MPP in an Open Pledge 

committing to making new COVID-19 treatments (November 2020) 

• MPP in discussions / negotiations with several developers of COVID-

19 treatments, diagnostics and vaccines. 

• MPP supporting WHO and South African partners to establish the first 

mRNA technology transfer hub 

http://www.medspal.org/


Aims to create a global tech 

transfer hub / recipients network

Envisioning a global network of technology transfer 

hub(s) / recipients dedicated to LMIC uptake

Centralized hub(s) to facilitate 

multilateral technology transfers to 

regionally distributed LMIC recipients

LMIC recipients acquire technology and 

rapidly scale up production during 

pandemics

Recipient facilities pursue sustainable 

business models between pandemics
Vaccines

Inventors Tech donors

Researchers

Recipient A

Recipient B

Recipient C

Recipient D

Technology

transfer hub

The mRNA Vaccines Technology Transfer Hub



The mRNA Vaccines Technology Transfer Hub

Technology 

selection

SA Hub 

implementation
Funding Workforce 

training 

Other hub / 

recipients’ 

selection
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Next Steps Hub Implementation

Key Partners South 

Africa Hub

Partners in Latin 

America



THANK YOU


