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A simple concept

A centralized procedure

https://www.wipo.int/hague/en/how_hague_works.html


Part 1: 
Introduction
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1. What is an industrial design? 

2. What are industrial designs rights?

3. Why protect industrial design?

4. Examples of International Registrations. 

Outline - Introduction 
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1-1. What is an industrial design?

An industrial design constitutes the ornamental aspect 
of an article.

An industrial design may consist of three dimensional 
features, such as the shape of an article, or two 
dimensional features, such as patterns, lines or color.

DM/208 110
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DM/208 110
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constitutes the ornamental aspects of a product: 
shapes, patterns, lines, colors



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

10

1-2. What are industrial design rights?

They are the rights that protect the ornamental 
aspects of a product: its shapes, patterns, lines or 
colors.

In principle, the owner of a registered industrial design has 
the right to prevent third parties from making, selling or 
importing articles bearing or embodying a design which is a 
copy, or substantially a copy, of the protected design, when 
such acts are undertaken for commercial purposes.
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protect the ornamental aspects of a product: 
shapes, patterns, lines, colors.
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protect the ornamental aspects of a product: 
shapes, patterns, lines, colors.

Graphical user interfaces
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Positive image Obtain exclusive 
rights

Encourage 
creativity and fair 

competition

Enjoy Return on 
investment

Strengthens the 
commercial value 

of business

Opportunity to 
license/sell

1-3. Why protect industrial designs?



1-4: 
Examples of International Registrations



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

DM/060547

nnnnn

DM/086304
DM/214 805

DM/216 130

DM/022 932
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DM/213 194
1.1

2.1

3.1
4.1
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DM/209 780

CL. 06-01 (39 designs)
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DM/209 780 CL. 06-01 (39 designs)
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DM/209 780 CL. 06-01 (39 designs)
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DM/209 780DM/209 780

CL. 06-01 (39 designs)
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DM/227 326DM/227 325DM/227 324 DM/227 327

Cl. 32-01
Indication of products

1.Graphic design [two-dimensional]

Name and address of creator of designs

•1.Tamara - Moscow (RU)

Name and address of creator of designs

•1.Alina - Almaty (KZ)

n
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DM/223 581

Name and address of the holder
Name and address of creator of designs:
Olga 
St. Petersburg (RU)
Cl. 19-07
Indication of products
1,2,3,4,5.Medical simulator for training, 
namely face sample for studying skin pigmentation
Designated Contracting Parties: US 1999
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DM/215 042
Cl. 28-03
Holder for hair dryer

Name and address of the holder
Name and address of creator of designs:
Elena 
Ekaterinburg (RU)

n
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DM/215 042
Cl. 28-03
Holder for Hair Dryer

n
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DM/227 984
Cl. 20-03
Shop sign

Name and address of the holder
Name and address of creator of designs:
Victoriia
43018 Lutsk, Volyn region (UA))
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DM/227 981
Cl. 09-03
Packaging box

Name and address of the holder
Name and address of creator of designs:
Tetiana
22800 Nemyriv , Nemyrivskyj rajon, Vinnytska obl. (UA)

n
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DM/217 276
Cl. 13-03
Switch [electricity]

Name and address of the holder
Name and address of creator of designs:
Monika  ...  and Jacek ...
5-110 Rajszew (PL)

nnnnn



Part 2:
Overview of the Hague System
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Outline - Overview of the Hague System

1. What is the Hague System?

2. Main features and benefits

3. Geographical Scope

4. Legal Framework - A procedural Arrangement

5. Main Points of the procedure

6. Recent Developments
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2.1. What is the Hague System?

9/10, Nine out of ten of the world’s top economic market 

96 countries 
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A simple concept

A centralized procedure



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLYnnnnn

2.2. Main Features 
& Benefits           
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A unique business solution.

 Allow, through one international application, 

 to protect, secure up to 100 designs

 in more than 90 countries, 

 through a centralized management system

 In one currency.

nnnnn
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Efficient

Access to different markets

Anywhere at any time

Competitive

Cost and time effective:
A procedure 
A scheme of rates in one 
currency

Belonging to the same 
Locarno Class

One language
One set of fees
One currency

Simple
Centralized procedure and 
management (eHague, eRenewal)

Intuitive: Mandatory formal 
requirements integrated

nnnnn
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5 designated Contracting Parties

United 
Kingdom

37

Application Fees under the 
Hague System

Total 2,277 CHF

National/regional 
application fees

Total 2,637 CHF

14%

EUIPO USSwitzerlandJapan

For 1 industrial design and 7 reproductions

On average each applicant paid just over CHF 2,000 per registration in 2021
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5 IPO, 4/5 languages, 5 applications, 5 procedures, 5 registries, 5 renewals, 5 currencies...          

National or Regional Routes 
Outside the System

OAPI

EUIPO

IMPI

USPTO

CNIPA

https://www.google.ch/url?sa=i&url=https://emojiterra.com/fr/point-dinterrogation/&psig=AOvVaw2D1RbiNs9SvVxgL9q2TTlK&ust=1593621852312000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCICAzKX-qeoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAF
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EUIPO

USPTO

The International route
The Hague System

1 IPO, 1 application, 1 language, 1 procedure, 1 registry, 1 renewal, 1 currency...

Designated 
Contracting Parties

OMPIC

CIPO

CNIPA



2.3: Geographical scope



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

41

79 contracting parties 
96 countries with Jamaica, China, Mauritius and Brazil        
The 1999 Act will enter into force 
in Mauritius on May 6, 2023 and in Brazil on August 1, 2023
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Brazil
August 1, 2023

Mauritius 
May 6, 2023

Morocco 
July 22, 2022

China
May 5, 2022

Belarus
July 19 2021

Recent Accessions to the Geneva Act (1999)

Jamaica
February 10, 2022

Mexico
June 6, 2020

Israel 
January 3, 2020

Suriname
September 10, 2020                                       

Samoa 
January 2, 2020
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Trinidad and 
Tobago

Indonesia

Philippines

Thailand

Malaysia

Madagascar

Potential Accessions to the Geneva Act (1999)

Antigua y Barbuda

Jordan

Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic

Kazakhstan

Australia



2.4
Legal Framework – A procedural Arrangement
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The Hague 
System

+ National 
laws and 

regulations
WIPO Publication No. 269E/22
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The Hague 
Agreement

Hague Act (1960) Geneva Act  (1999)

Common Regulations 

Administrative instructions

National laws and regulations regulate: 

the conditions of protection, the refusal procedure and 
the rights deriving from such protection

46
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The Hague System
A procedural arrangement

CHF

Possible notification of refusal

Possible statement of grant of protection

IMPI

International 
Designs Bulletin

Possible 
examination of the 

substance

USPTO
JIPO

EUIPO

CIPO

Designated  
Contracting Parties

CNIPA

International 
Registry 

Formal 
Examination

eHague
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WIPO’s role
1. Sends the applicant an acknowledgment of receipt

2. Formal examination of the application

3. Notifies any irregularity to the applicant (to be corrected within 3 months)

4. Records it in the International Register

5. Issues the certificate of the international registration

6. Publishes it in the International Designs Bulletin (Notification to CP)

7. Notifies to holders of a possible refusal by a Contracting Party

8. Manages the international registration

Presenter
Presentation Notes
.
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Role of designated Contracting Parties

1. Possible examination of the substance

2. The laws of each designated Contracting Parties govern:

1. the conditions for obtaining protection

2. the substantive examination procedure

3. the refusal procedure (if any) and

4. the rights conferred by protection.

nnnnn
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Possible Refusal
 Only for substantive grounds;

Must be communicated to WIPO within a specified time frame

It does not affect protection in other designated Contracting 

Parties 

the holder may resolve it before the IP office concerned

If there is no refusal: automatic granting of protection

The holder obtains a set of independent rights in all designated 

Contracting Parties

nnnnn
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Examination of refusals by the 
International Bureau

• Number of the international registration 

• The presence of ground(s) for refusal 

• Compliance with the prescribed period

• If the conditions for refusal are met, the International Bureau registers it in 
the International Register and communicates it to the holder.

 If the refusal does not meet the conditions, it will not be recorded in the 
International Register and the OI will inform the holder and the national Office 
that issued the refusal.

51



2.5.
Main points of the procedure
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53

Who can use the system?
Link to a contracting party
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Main points of the procedure

• No prior application or registration is required

• Electronic filing eHague and e-renewal interfaces are intuitive

• Possible to designate 79 Contracting Parties

• Up to 100 designs (of the same class) in the same 
international application

• Most international applications are filed directly with the 
International Bureau (not through an IP Office)

• Subsequent designation is not possible
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Submitting an application
 Directly to the International Bureau 

(or through national offices of certain Contracting Parties: Japan, Republic of 
Korea, Russian Federation, United States)

 Editable PDF form: DM/1

In English, French or Spanish
Payment of a fixed fee in CHF

 All contracting parties in which protection is sought must be 
designated (impossible to make designations later)

 Advisable to consult the declarations of designated contracting 
parties (creator, postponement of publication, oath or certificate, special 
reproductions, claim, description...)

55
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Longer term of protection, if provided for by the law of the 
designated Contracting Party

5 years 5 years 5 years

15 years

20, 30, 50 years

Duration of protection

https://www.wipo.int/hague/en/declarations/index.html#protection

https://www.wipo.int/hague/en/declarations/index.html#protection
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As those resulting of a national or regional application 

submitted and registered at the national or regional level

Same rights - same effects



2.6.
Recent Developments
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Recent Legal Developments

COVID-19 – Measures to address 
non-compliance with deadlines 
with the International Bureau due to force 
majeure (e.g. pandemic) (January 1, 2022) 

Standard publication period extended
from 6 to 12 months: (January 1, 2022)

Contact details: 
Tel number may be indicated
Email address becomes mandatory 
(February 2021) (April 1, 2022)

Exclusive Use of Electronic 
Communications (March 28, 2022)

Update/modernization of signature 
Accepted formats for signature will now 
also include typed signature
(including text-string signature through 
user-account)  (April 1, 2022)
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WIPO DAS System for Priority 
Documents for International 
Applications under the Hague 
System (January 15, 2020)

Easier for a new owner to 
request the recording of the 
change in ownership procedure 
(January 1, 2022) 

BREXIT 
Entry into force of the 14th 
edition of the Locarno 
Classification entered into force 
on 1 January 2023

Publication in the Bulletin of 
any information concerning 
representatives to keep 
informed IPOs (April 1, 2023)

Recent Legal Developments
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Recent technologic improvements

Launch of the eHague Portal
Centralized Online access to Hague System services

WIPO Notifications Electronically since March 2020

Irregularity corrections can be submitted electronically

Payment method for WIPO services, with simultaneous 
integration

Digital Access Service (DAS) for sharing priority documents
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WIPO Digital Access Service (DAS)

 WIPO became a depositing office for International Applications under 
the Hague System with the WIPO DAS System for Priority Documents 
(January 15, 2020) (IN Hague No. 1/2020)

 Secure exchange of priority doc. between IP Offices participating in DAS

 The access code of the first application filed must be included, so that 
the designated office can directly access the priority document

 The code is obtained from the Office of first deposit, so that the Office 
of the designated Contracting Party can access the priority document

 Participating Offices:  https://www.wipo.int/das/en/participating_offices/

 How to join? https://www3.wipo.int/contact/en/area.jsp?area=das

62

https://www.wipo.int/das/en/participating_offices/
https://www3.wipo.int/contact/en/area.jsp?area=das


Part 3:
Filing through eHague
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1. WIPO IP Portal and eHague?

2. Electronic filing interface

3. Mandatory requirements

4. Optional requirements

Outline
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4.1. WIPO IP Portal - ePortal
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4.2. What is 
eHague?

 A digital gateway to: 

• File online industrial design applications anytime, 
anywhere

• Renew online industrial design registrations, 
securely and easily

 An intuitive guide to the international 
registration procedure that allows to:

• Integrate mandatory requirements, 

• Automatically calculate rates, 

• Have direct useful advice and 

• important information on designated Contracting 
Parties
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NEW! – appoint or cancel 
a representative and 
change the contact details 
of an existing 
representative.

NEW! – view the status of 
your requests.
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3.2. Electronic Filing Interface
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Tip: All sections become editable after an applicant, designation, 
and at least one design have been recorded.
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4.4. Mandatory requirements

• Applicant references   

• At least one designation of the contracting parties 

• At least one reproduction (100 designs, unlimited reprod.) 

• Indication of the product  

• Signature of the applicant or his representative 

• Payment of fees

72
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At least one Designation of a Contracting Parties
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At least one designation of a CP

x

x

x

x

xx

x Click on the information icon to 

find what effect the designation of a 

particular Contracting Party will have 

on the data you need to enter. The 

information will be displayed
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At least one Reproduction of the Design
76

A reproduction refers to 
photographs, drawings or other 

graphic representations that 
illustrate the designs

 Rule 9 of the Common Regulations 
Reproductions of the Industrial Design

 Part Four of the Administrative instructions: 
Requirements Concerning Reproductions and 
Other Elements of the International 
Application 
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4.5. Optional requirements

• Creator references 

• Description

• Legend(s) 

• Claim of priority 

• International Exhibition 

• Publication (immediate or deferred)

77



Part 4:
Online Resources and Tools
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1. Hague Webpage

2. Hague System: Guide for Users

3. Tips for Reproductions

4. Hague System: Questions and Answers

5. Hague System Member Profiles

6. Online Databases

Outline: Online Resources and Tools
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1.
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2.
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 Guidance on Preparing and Providing Reproductions in Order to Forestall 
Possible Refusals on the Ground of Insufficient Disclosure of an Industrial 
Design by Examining Offices
https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/hague/en/how_to/pdf/guidance.pdf

 Guidance on Including Multiple Designs in an International Application in 
Order to Forestall Possible Refusals 
https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/hague/en/docs/hague_system_guidance_multiple_designs.pdf

3. Tips for reproductions

https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/hague/en/how_to/pdf/guidance.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/hague/en/docs/hague_system_guidance_multiple_designs.pdf
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https://www.wipo.int/hague/en/faqs.html

4.
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5.

HSMP – Information on the practices and procedures of Hague System members
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6. Online databases



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLYSearch for any registered designs

With 
international 
registrations 

under The 
Hague System

With national 
or regional 

registries at 
participating 
national or 

regional offices

Global Design Database
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HAGUE EXPRESS



Part 5.
Statistics



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

89



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

90



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

The Hague System Statistics – 2020/2021

2020

Applications: 5.799
Registrations: 6.795 
Designs in applications:  18.580
Designs in registrations: 23.671

2021

Applications: 6.711
Registrations: 6.106
Designs in applications: 22.486
Designs in registrations: 19.993

Hague Yearly Review 2021 and 2022
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The 5 most used international registration classes 
in 2021

Class 14
Recording and 
communication 

equipment

Class 26
Lighting apparatus

Class 9
Packages and 

containers

Class 12
Mains of 
transport

Class 6
Furnishing

Number 
of 

designs

2.179 2.154 1.847 1.548 1.457

9,7% 9,6% 8,2% 6,9% 6,5%

92

1° 2° 3° 4° 5°
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Part 6:
Conclusion
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The Hague System provides a straightforward 
solution to international design protection that 

eliminates the need to file separate and multiple 
applications in individual countries or regions.

IP rights are territorial – the domestic laws of each 
contracting party govern the protection resulting 

from international registrations
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A simple concept

A centralized procedure

https://www.wipo.int/hague/en/how_hague_works.html
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Assisting you throughout the lifecycle of your international design applications and 
registrations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Further questions
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https://www.wipo.int/hague/en/
The Hague | WIPO 

https://www.wipo.int/hague/en/
https://www.wipo.int/hague/en/
https://www.wipo.int/hague/en/
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Many thanks
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