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Traditional cultural expressions (TCEs) are intellectual 
property

Traditional cultural expressions

They cannot be fully protected by existing IP systems
due to inadequacies of the system
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Copyright

Work needs to be original

Identifiable author

Fixation

Limited term

No protection for styles and method of manufacture

Protection for contemporary cultural expressions

Underlying TCEs may not be protected
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Options for protecting and promoting TCEs 

with IP

Protection/promotion with conventional/existing IP systems

Adaptation of conventional/existing IP systems

Sui generis protection
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Sui generis protection of TK/TCEs

TK/TCEs would be recognized as a form of “intellectual 

property”

Protection would be provided by a special system based 

on the kinds of measures, principles and values that 

underlie the intellectual property system
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Normative development: WIPO IGC

WIPO Intergovernmental Committee 
on Intellectual Property and Genetic 
Resources, Traditional Knowledge 
and Folklore (IGC)

Created in 2000

Forum where negotiations take 
place for an international legal 
instrument on TK, TCEs and GRs

IGC participants: Member States, 
indigenous and local 
communities, business, civil 
society and other NGOs



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Adaptations of IP laws and 

sui generis regimes
https://www.wipo.int/tk/en/databases/tklaws/

https://www.wipo.int/tk/en/databases/tklaws/
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Protection/promotion with 

conventional/existing IP systems

Focus on Community Entrepreneurship

IP rights that can be used in a community context

Signs that distinguish goods and services in the 

marketplace



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Trade marks

Geographical 
indications

Certification 
marks

Collective 
marks
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Communities

- Distinguish goods 
and services in the 
marketplace

- Communicate 
information to 
consumers

Consumers

- Make informed 
decisions

- Are able to identify 
goods they may 
want to purchase 
again
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https://www.samiduodji.com/yhdistys

https://www.samiduodji.com/yhdistys
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https://www.samiduodji.com/30

https://www.samiduodji.com/30
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Certification marks

► Distinguish goods and services certified by the owner of the mark

► Guarantee that the goods or services marketed under the mark meet 

specific qualities or characteristics

► Can be used by anyone who complies with the standards defined by 

the owner of the certification mark

► Enable consumer recognition and raise public awareness

► Can be used as a marketing tool
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«Taita Basket» collective mark

https://www.wipo.int/ipadvantage/en/details.jsp?id=10875

https://www.wipo.int/ipadvantage/en/details.jsp?id=10875
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Forming a collective 

(400 weavers)

Weaving together

quality standards

Overcoming

challenges through

collaboration
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Collective marks

► Distinguish the goods or services of members of an 

association

► Inform the public about certain features of a product associated 

with the mark (may not always relate to all collective marks)

► Enable members of an association to conduct joint marketing 

campaigns

► Enable consumer recognition and encourage customer loyalty
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Montecristi straw

Hat

Made in a town called 

Montecristi in Ecuador

Time-consuming and labor intensive process

Specific qualities, characteristics or reputation due to 

natural and/or human factors)

https://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/wipo_pub_1048.pdf

https://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/wipo_pub_1048.pdf
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Geographical indications

► Set out certain quality standards

► Can be used as differentiation tools and bear a premium price

► Can be used as a tool for economic development and encourage 

investment in the production of quality local products

► Protect goodwill accumulated over time and can help preserve 

traditional ways

► The costs associated with the setting up, running and monitoring of a 

GI scheme need to be considered early on
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Indigenous and local community 

entrepreneurship

WIPO provides assistance to indigenous peoples and local 

communities to make strategic and effective use of existing 

intellectual property tools in their businesses

Training, mentoring and match-making program for indigenous 

entrepreneurs
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Development of tools and resources to support 

community entrepreneurs
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Newsletter and updates



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Thank you!

Daphne.Zografos@wipo.int

grtkf@wipo.int

mailto:Daphne.Zografos@wipo.int
mailto:grtkf@wipo.int

