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Patent Protection 

• Protects the novel and unique features of an invention. 

• Invention must be something which can be made or used, 
new and inventive. 

• Lasts for up to 20 years 

• Can sue third parties for making, using, selling or importing 
your patented product or process 

 

 



Strategies for obtaining Patent Protection Abroad 

1. National: Separate national filings 

2. Regional: European Patent Convention 

(EPC) 

3. International: Patent Co-operation 

Treaty 

(PCT) 
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Regional protection - EPO Contracting States 
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Costs associated with each route 

UK EPO PCT 

Application/filing 

fee 

£90 £210 £1029 

Designation fee N/A £585 N/A 

Search fee £180 £1300 £1552 

Examination fee £130 £1635 €1830* 

 

* Optional as examination will take place in each national phase. 



Common filing strategy – Paris convention 

• File a UK application requesting search 

• Search results issued around 6 months 

• Search may help influence decision whether to file abroad 

• File EPC/PCT application within 12 months of initial UK 
application, claiming priority from the UK application. 

• Protected from date of filing of the UK application.  

 



Thanks for listening 

• Any Questions? 

 

• Contact me: 

 

 Andrew Bushell 

 Phone: 01633 814332 

 E-mail: andrew.bushell@ipo.gov.uk 


