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 International intergovernmental 

organization 

 Established in 1967 

 191 member states 

 350 + accredited observers 

 1300 staff from 120 countries 

 26 treaties 

Who we are 





Where we are 

Geneva HQ 
Japan China 

Singapore 

Brazil 

New York 

Russia 

Algeria 

Nigeria 

WIPO main offices 



What we do 

We help governments,  

businesses and 

individuals make 

intellectual property  

work for innovation 

and creativity 



How we do it 

I 

Normative 

Setting 

II 

Services to 

Industry 

III 

Global 

Infrastructure 

Innovation and Economic 

Development 



Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks (2006) 

Marrakesh Treaty for Visually Impaired Persons (2013) 

1. Normative Developments 



WIPO 
Arbitration 

and 
Mediation 

Center 

Hague 
System 

(Industrial 
Designs) 

Madrid 
System 

(Trademarks) 

Patent 
Cooperation 

Treaty 
(Patents) 

2. Provider of Premier Global IP Services 



3. Global IP Infrastructure 

Treatment 
of  

Information 

Platforms 

Repositories 
of Information 



6%

94%

Member States

Global Services

Sources of Income 



Major Economic Studies on IP 



Major Economic Studies on IP 

 



Major Economic Studies on IP 

 



Major Economic Studies on IP 

 



United Kingdom 



The Global Innovation Index* 

RANKING 2016  RANKING 2017 RANKING 2015  

1. SWITZERLAND 

2. UNITED KINGDOM 

3. SWEDEN 

4. NETHERLANDS 

5. UNITED STATES OF 

AMERICA 

6. FINLAND 

7. SINGAPORE 

8. IRELAND 

9. LUXEMBOURG 

10. DENAMRK 

11. HONG KONG (CHINA) 

12. GERMANY 

13. ICELAND 

14. REPUBLIC OF KOREA 

15. NEW ZEALAND 
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6. DENMARK 
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11. REPUBLIC OF KOREA 

12. LUXEMBOURG 
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14. JAPAN 
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Strengths Challenges 

Institutions 1. Regulatory quality 

Human capital & 

research 

2.    QS university ranking 1. Gov’t expenditure/pupil 

2. Pupil-teacher ratio 

3. Tertiary enrolment 

Infrastructure 3.    ICT access 

4.    Government’s online service 

5.  E-participation 

4.   Gross capital formation 

Market sophistication 6.     Intensity of local competition 5.    Applied tariff rate 

Business 

sophistication 

6. FDI net inflows 

7. Research talent, in business enterprise   

Knowledge & 

technology outputs 

 

7.  Citable documents H index 

8.  Computer software spending 

 

8. Growth rate of PPP$ GDP/worker 

9.    FDI net outflows    

Creative outputs 

 

9.  ICTs & business model creation 

10.  ICTs & organization model 

creation 

11. Video uploads on YouTube 

 

10.   Trademarks by origin 



Everything you always wanted to 

know about WIPO 

www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/news/2016/news_0009.html 

http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/news/2016/news_0009.html


 

Twitter: @wipo 
 

WIPO Magazine 

www.wipo.int/wipo_magazine/en/ 
   

WIPO Wire: 

www.wipo.int/newsletters/en 
 

Press releases 

www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/  

 

 

 

 

Follow us 

 



International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants 

International Protection of  
Plant Varieties 

WIPO Roving Seminar 

Peter Button 

Vice Secretary-General, UPOV 

London, April 30, 2018  
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• Introduction to UPOV 

• Synergies between PBR and other 
forms of IP 

• UPOV Services 

– GENIE database (Cooperation in DUS examination) 

– PLUTO database (Variety database) 

– UPOV PRISMA (PBR application tool)  

 

 

OVERVIEW 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

“To provide and promote an effective 
system of plant variety protection, with 
the aim of encouraging the development 
of new varieties of plants, for the benefit 
of society”  
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Bernard Le Buanec,  
Second World Seed Conference (Rome, September 2009) 
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2000-2013 
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EU:  2000-2013 

Without plant breeding: 
 
EU would have moved from being net EXPORTER to net 
IMPORTER in all major agricultural crops (including wheat 
and barley) 
 

Without plant breeding: 
 
An additional 18 million ha of arable land outside the EU 
would be needed: equivalent to the arable land of… 
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Every £1 invested 
in plant breeding 
generates at least 

£40 in added value 
within the wider 

UK economy  





Annual land productivity developments since Viet Nam joined 
UPOV in 2006 in  

Rice, Corn (maize) and Sweet Potatoes 
 

• 1995-2005:  increase in yield mainly through increased level of 
inputs – no detectable increase due to plant breeding 
 

• 2006-2016: annual land productivity increase due to plant 
breeding 
– Rice   1.7 % 

– Corn   2.1 % 

– Sweet potatoes  3.1 % 

STUDY in VIET NAM* 

* “The socio-economic benefits of UPOV membership in Viet Nam; An ex post assessment on plant breeding 
and agricultural productivity after 10 years” (Corresponding author: Steffen Noleppa) by HFFA Research GmbH 

33 



Annual value added: 

 
– Arable farming  $2.3 billion 

– Horticulture   $1.0 billion 

– Floriculture  $ 0.2 billion 

 

– GDP added upstream/downstream (value chains) 

  $1.5 billion 

TOTAL ADDED: $5 billion 

(> 2.5% GDP) 
 

34 

STUDY in VIET NAM 



The boundaries shown on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of UPOV concerning the legal status of any country or territory 

Members of UPOV (75) covering 94 States 

Initiating States (16) and Organization (1) 

States (26) and Organization (1) in contact with the UPOV Office 
35 

UPOV status 
April 13, 2018 



UPOV Membership 

The boundaries shown on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of UPOV concerning the legal status of any country or territory 

1991 Act:  57 members – Other Acts:  18 members  



The boundaries shown on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of UPOV concerning the legal status of any country or territory 

UPOV Membership 

Excluding EU 



The boundaries shown on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of UPOV concerning the legal status of any country or territory 

Australia 
Canada 
Japan 
Peru 
Singapore 
Vietnam 

Chile 
Mexico 
New Zealand 

Brunei 
 Darussalam  
Malaysia 

CPTPP 
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Applications for Plant Breeders’ Rights 
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4

Near/Middle East

Africa

Europe (excluding EU)

European Union (EU)

Latin America

North America

Asia Pacific



Rank 
Country of  

residence of breeder  

Applications filed as: 

Resident 
Non-resident Total 

Resident 
CPVO 

(EU member States) 
Total 

1 Netherlands 674 1'281 1'955 1'174 3'129 

2 China 2'686 0 2'686 34 2'720 

3 United States of America 812 0 812 1'223 2'035 

4 France 67 467 534 516 1'050 

5 Germany 50 395 445 489 934 

6 Republic of Korea 860 0 860 26 886 

7 Japan 609 0 609 152 761 

8 Russian Federation 613 0 613 1 614 

9 Ukraine 364 0 364 0 364 

10 Australia 140 0 140 176 316 

11 Switzerland 5 0 5 307 312 

12 Brazil 200 0 200 71 271 

13 Denmark 2 101 103 151 254 

14 Argentina 171 0 171 62 233 

15 United Kingdom 17 95 112 108 220 
16 Spain 29 70 99 100 199 

17 Italy 11 79 90 109 199 

18 Israel 45 0 45 141 186 

19 Czech Republic 60 15 75 89 164 

20 Viet Nam 162 0 162 0 162 

Sum of top 20 7'577 2'503 10'080 4'929 15'009 

Others 749 118 867 579 1'446 
Total 8'326 2'621 10'947 5'508 16'455 

Top 20:  Country of residence of applicants (2016) 



Rank 
2007 2015 2016 

Residence App. #   Residence App. # Residence App. # 

1 Netherlands 2'600   Netherlands       2'720 Netherlands 3'129 

2 United States of America 1'764   China ↑3 2'100 China 2'720 

3 Germany 1'336   United States of America ↓1 2'027 United States of America 2'035 

4 Japan 1'283   France ↑3 1'038 France 1'050 

5 China 818   Germany ↓2 942 Germany 934 

6 Russian Federation 777   Japan ↓2 766 Republic of Korea ↑1 886 

7 France 621   Republic of Korea ↑1 647 Japan ↓1 761 

8 Republic of Korea 388   Russian Federation ↓2 640 Russian Federation 614 

9 Ukraine 318   Ukraine 412 Ukraine 364 

10 Australia 314   Australia 368 Australia 316 

11 United Kingdom 253   Switzerland ↑5 358 Switzerland 312 

12 Argentina 243   Spain ↑3 306 Brazil ↑2 271 

13 Denmark 225   Argentina ↓1 248 Denmark ↑3 254 

14 Italy 193   Brazil ↑6 223 Argentina ↓1 233 

15 Spain 181   United Kingdom ↓4 219 United Kingdom 220 
16 Switzerland 178   Denmark ↓3 191 Spain ↓4 199 

17 New Zealand 176   Israel ↑1 180 Italy ↑1 199 

18 Israel 174   Italy ↓4 148 Israel ↓1 186 

19 South Africa 144   New Zealand ↓2 135 Czech Republic ↑5 164 

20 Brazil 121   Canada ↑4 119 Viet Nam ↑2 162 

Top 20: Country of residence of applicants  
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• Introduction to UPOV 

• Synergies between PBR and other 
forms of IP 

• UPOV Services 

 

OVERVIEW 
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World Branding Strategy of “Ashiro” Rindo based on PBR 

EU 

New Zealand 

Japan 

Export of 

cut flowers 

USA 

Chile 

Supply through the year 

Lovely Ashiro 

Supply of 

propagating 

material 

Yasunori Ebihara, International Symposium (Seoul, August 2009)  
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Koshihikari 
(1,580 ¥) 

Tsuyahime 
(2,480 ¥) 

 High Level Study Tour (Japan, July 2016) 
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Rice variety “Tsuyahime” 
 

- High quality variety (good taste) 
- Yamagata prefectural government holds the plant breeder’s 

right 
- Royalty free for Yamagata farmers, royalty paid by other 

farmers 
- Location and agronomy (less fertilizer and pesticide) 

controlled to maintain quality (= high market price)  
- Increased farmers’ income 
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• Introduction to UPOV 

• Synergies between PBR and other 
forms of IP 

• UPOV Services 

– GENIE database (Cooperation in DUS examination) 

– PLUTO database (Variety database) 

– UPOV PRISMA (PBR application tool)  

 

 

OVERVIEW 
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 Cooperation between  
Authorities  

Cooperation between Authorities can involve: 

• use of existing DUS Test Reports from other 
Authorities 



Member A  

Application 

DUS examination 

DUS report 

Decision  
to grant title 

Member B  

Application 

Decision  
to grant title 

Member C  

Application 

Decision  
to grant title 

UPOV Model administrative agreement  
(TGP/5):    350 CHF (prior application) 
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 Cooperation between  
Authorities  

Cooperation between Authorities can involve: 

• use of existing DUS Test Reports from other 
Authorities 

• bilateral arrangements to remove the need for 
duplication of DUS Tests 

• centralized DUS testing at regional or global level 



Member A  

Application 

DUS examination 

DUS report 

Decision  
to grant title 

Member C  

Application 

Decision  
to grant title 

Member B  

Application 

Decision  
to grant title 
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GENIE Database 

(Genus / species) 



53 
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• Introduction to UPOV 

• Synergies between PBR and other 
forms of IP 

• UPOV Services 

– GENIE database (Cooperation in DUS examination) 

– PLUTO database (Variety database) 

– UPOV PRISMA (PBR application tool)  

 

 

OVERVIEW 



55 



56 

• Introduction to UPOV 

• Synergies between PBR and other 
forms of IP 

• UPOV Services 

– GENIE database (Cooperation in DUS examination) 

– PLUTO database (Variety database) 

– UPOV PRISMA (PBR application tool)  

 

 

OVERVIEW 



Online PBR Application Tool 

Online application tool to submit 
application data to participating 
PVP Offices in required format  

Different user roles can be 
specified (e.g. drafter, signatory, 
translator, agent) 

Relevant data can be re-used in 
subsequent applications 

Much of the information provided 
in the Technical Questionnaire will 
be automatically translated 

Easy access to PVP application 
forms, which can be displayed in  
a range of languages  

Controlled access, secure and 
confidential 



Coverage- 22 Members (including CPVO) 



Search functionality (by crop & country) 



All crops 

192 

87 

21 15 8 5 5 2 2 1 

Coverage of crops/ species in UPOV PRISMA V 2.0 



Navigation languages 

日本語 



Turkish 

Romanian 

Norwegian 

Georgian 

Output form languages 



Tutorials and videos 



Coming soon…new videos 

• How to start a new application in UPOV PRISMA 

• Who's Who - getting the roles right in UPOV PRISMA 

• UPOV PRISMA – Agents  

http://www.powtoon.com/embed/fJFNu0M2doZ/
http://www.powtoon.com/embed/ePYPhfu8Xh7/


Role assignments in  



Tutorials 

http://www.upov.int/upoveaf/en/tutorials.html


User Guides for Breeders 
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• Overview 

• Next Versions of the Tool 

• Next steps 
 



New authorities which could be included 

• Costa Rica 

• Serbia 

• Sweden 

• United Kingdom 

• Republic of Korea 

• Viet Nam  

 

 

 

  

 

Version 2.1 (Summer 2018) 



• New languages 

– Navigation language: Vietnamese, Korean 

– Output form language: Serbian 

• Crops/ species coverage expansion 

– Colombia : from 5 to all crops and species 

– European Union:  

• Ornamentals 

• Fruits 

• Vegetables Ornamentals 

• New crops 

– Avocado (TG 97)- Apple Rootstocks (TG 163) 

With Test Guidelines/ 
CPVO Protocols 

Version 2.1 (Summer 2018) 
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2019 and beyond 
• Expansion 

– Members  

– Crops/species 

– More PVP offices/ breeders with machine-to-machine links/ 
communication to UPOV PRISMA  

 

 

 

  

• Potential New functionalities (to be assessed and agreed) 

– List of local accredited agents/ procedural representatives 

– Information on DUS cooperation 

– Information on next steps required after submission 

– Novelty alerts  

– Alerts for deadline applications/submission 

– [Machine translation] 
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• Overview 

• Next Versions of the Tool 

• Next steps 
 

PREVIEW 



Get started now  
and use UPOV PRISMA for FREE 

until December 2018! 
 

 



UPOV PRISMA 
tool 

Information 



…get a new  
global perspective on PBR 

 



Defending your Rights: Alternative 

Dispute Resolution (ADR) 

Mr. Vazquez Lopez, Head,  

Section for Coordination with Developed Countries, 

Department for Transition and Developed Countries  

 

London, April 30 2018 



Top Ten Priorities in Choice of 

Dispute Resolution Clause 

WIPO Center Report on International Survey of Dispute Resolution in Technology Transactions  



Relative Time and Cost of 

Technology Dispute Resolution 

WIPO Center Report on International Survey of Dispute Resolution in Technology Transactions  

 



WIPO Arbitration and Mediation Center 

■ Facilitates the resolution of commercial disputes between 

private parties involving IP and technology, through procedures 

other than court litigation (alternative dispute resolution:  ADR) 

■ Offices in Geneva and Singapore 

■ Users around the world   

■ ADR of IP disputes benefits from a specialized ADR provider 

■ WIPO mediators, arbitrators and experts experienced in IP 
and technology - able to deliver informed results efficiently 

■ Competitive WIPO fees 

■ International neutrality 

■ Services include mediation, (expedited) arbitration, expert 
determination, and domain name dispute resolution 

 

 



       WIPO ADR 

Mediation, Arbitration, Expert Determination 

Mediation: informal consensual process in which a neutral 

intermediary, the mediator, assists the parties in reaching a 

settlement of their dispute, based on the parties’ respective 

interests. The mediator cannot impose a decision. The settlement 

agreement has force of contract. Mediation leaves open available 

court or agreed arbitration options. 

Arbitration: consensual procedure in which the parties submit their 

dispute to one or more chosen arbitrators, for a binding and final 

decision (award) based on the parties’ rights and obligations and 

enforceable internationally.  Arbitration normally forecloses court 

options. 

Expert Determination: consensual procedure in which the parties 

submit a specific matter (e.g., technical question) to one or more 

experts who make a determination on the matter, which can be 

binding unless the parties have agreed otherwise. 

 

 



Why Consider IP ADR? 
Cost of IP court litigation 

Calls for cost- efficient solutions 

Internationalization of creation/use of IP 

Calls for cross-border solutions; consolidate in one procedure 

Awards enforceable under the New York Convention 

Technical and specialized nature of IP 

Calls for specific expertise of the neutral 

Short product and market cycles in IP 

Calls for time-efficient procedures 

Confidential nature of IP 

Calls for private procedures 

Collaborative nature of IP creation and commercialization 

Calls for mechanisms that preserve relations 

 

 



Routes to WIPO ADR 
ADR contract clause electing WIPO Rules 

WIPO Mediation, and/or 

WIPO Arbitration / Expedited Arbitration, and/or 

WIPO Expert Determination 

Model clauses: www.wipo.int/amc/en/clauses/index.html  

Parties can shape the process through the clause 

(e.g., location, language, law) 

ADR submission agreement electing WIPO Rules, e.g., in 

existing non-contractual disputes 

Referral by a court or by parties in court litigation 

Unilateral request for WIPO Mediation by one party (Art. 4 

WIPO Mediation Rules) 

 

http://www.wipo.int/amc/en/clauses/index.html


WIPO ADR Options 

Expedited 

Arbitration 

Arbitration 

 

WIPO Contract 

Clause/ Submission 

Agreement 

Expert 

Determination 

Determination 

(Negotiation) 

Mediation 

Award Settlement 

Party 

Agreement 

Outcome 

Procedure 

First Step 



WIPO Center Case Role 

Administering cases 

Under WIPO Rules, or under special procedures 

Active management:  containing time and costs 

WIPO ECAF (optional online case management) 

 

Facilitating selection and appointment of mediators, 

arbitrators, experts 

WIPO list of 1,500+ neutrals  

From numerous countries in all regions, including 

The Netherlands 

Specialized in different areas of IP and IT 

 





WIPO Mediation, Arbitration and 

Expert Determination Cases 

Domestic and international disputes  (25/75%) 

Case venues around the world 

Amounts in dispute from USD 20,000 to USD 1 billion 

IP/IT disputes and commercial disputes 

Contractual 

Non-contractual (infringement of IP rights) 

 



Dispute Areas in WIPO Mediation and 

Arbitration Cases 



WIPO Cases: Typical Time and Cost 

4.5 

7 

13.5 
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WIPO Mediation WIPO Expedited
Arbitration

WIPO Arbitration

Time (Months) 
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WIPO Mediation WIPO Expedited
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WIPO Arbitration

Cost (USD) 

* Excluding cost of parties legal representation 

** WIPO Fee Calculator available online 

 



Party Settlement under WIPO Rules 



Resolving Cybersquatting Disputes 

at WIPO 
WIPO has created and operates the Uniform Domain Name 

Dispute Resolution Policy (UDRP) 

An international administrative ADR procedure that allows 

trademark owners to file “clear cut” cases of abusive 

domain name registration and use (“cybersquatting”) 

without going to court 

Uniform:  applicable to all international domains “old” (.com, 

.net, etc.) and “new” (.bike, .xyz, etc.) 

Also available for 74 national domains, including (in 

adapted form) the .nl domain 

Since 1999:  39,000 WIPO cases covering 73,000 

domain names 

 2016 total:  3,074 cases 

 



UDRP:  Principal Advantages 

Significantly quicker and cheaper than court litigation 

Two-month average;  fixed fees (USD 1,500) 

Predictable criteria and results 

Decision (transfer) implemented directly by registrar 

Prevents consumer confusion/brand abuse 



WIPO UDRP Complainant  

Areas of Activity 



Further WIPO ADR Information 

Queries:  

arbiter.mail@wipo.int 

 

Clauses:  

www.wipo.int/amc/en/clauses/ 

 

Rules:  

http://www.wipo.int/amc/en/rules/ 

 

Case examples:  

www.wipo.int/amc/ 

 

WIPO domain name dispute resolution: 

www.wipo.int/amc/en/domains/ 

 

mailto:arbiter.mail@wipo.int
http://www.wipo.int/amc/en/clauses/
http://www.wipo.int/amc/en/rules/
http://www.wipo.int/amc/
http://www.wipo.int/amc/en/domains/


IP Infrastructure 
Databases and Platforms 

Paul Halfpenny, Senior Administrator, 

Global Infrastructure Sector 

Newcastle, London, Birmingham 

April – May 2018 



IP Infrastructure 

Databases and Platforms 

Mr. Paul Halfpenny, Senior Administrator,  

Office of the Assistant Director General,  

Global Infrastructure Sector, (GIS), WIPO 

London, April 30 2018 



Strategic Goals of Global Databases 

and Platforms  

■ Two related goals: 

■ Coordination and Development of Global IP 

Infrastructure 

■ World Reference Source for IP Information and Analysis 

 



TOOLS, PLATFORMS FOR IP 

BUSINESS AND GLOBAL 

DATABASES  

International Classifications and Standards 

WIPO Access to Knowledge and Information 

WIPO Platform (IPAS, DAS, CASE, Connect) 

WIPO Lex 

Global Brand Database 

Global Design Database  

PATENTSCOPE  



Classifications 

 





Standards 



Access to Knowledge and 

Information 

TISC - Technology and Innovation Support Centers 

ASPI - Access to Specialized Patent Information 

ARDI - Access to Research for Development and 

Innovation 

IAP – Inventor Assist Program 

 

 



TISC Services 

Core services 

Access to patent and non-patent 

databases 

Assistance in using databases  
 

Additional services (based on user 

need and office capacity) 

Technology search services 

Patent analytical services 

Awareness-raising and training 

services 

Photo source: Office Marocain de la Propriété Industrielle et Commerciale 



Regional distribution 



TISC Results to date 

71 national projects and over 600TISCs worldwide 

> 600’000 inquiries supported annually (data as of 2017) 



Resources 

Print resources Electronic resources 



Patent Landscape Reports 

http://www.wipo.int/patentscope/en/programs/patent_landscapes/ 

http://www.wipo.int/patentscope/en/programs/patent_landscapes/


WIPO-WEF Inventor Assistance 

Program (IAP) 

Pro bono legal assistance in filing and prosecution of 

patent applications for under-resourced inventors and 

small enterprises 

Pilot projects in Colombia, Morocco, and Philippines in 

2015/16 

Global launch October 17, 2016 

Program launch in South Africa in 2017  

 

 



IAP: Process 

Inventor 

• Participates in 
preparatory 
course 

• Submits request 

TISC 

• Reviews and 
transmits 
requests 

WIPO 

• Matches inventor 
with advisors 

• Administers cases 

Advisor 

• Provides legal 
advice 

• Coordinates with 
WIPO and other 
advisors 



Access to Commercial Patent 

Database Systems 

Partnership with 8 patent database service providers 

AmberCite  AmberScope 

LexisNexis  TotalPatent 

Minesoft  PatBase 

PatSnap Analytical/Insights/Chemical 

Questel  Orbit 

Thomson Reuters  Thomson Innovation 

WIPS  WIPS Global 

Gridlogics  PatSeer 

www.wipo.int/aspi 

 

http://www.wipo.int/aspi


Access to Scientific and Technical 

Journals 

Partnership with 31 major publishers 

Free or low-cost access for 117 least developed and developing 

countries to over 28,800 books, journals, and reference works in 

various fields of research including: 

applied physics 

engineering 

chemistry 

traditional knowledge 

www.wipo.int/ardi 

 

http://www.wipo.int/ardi


The Manual on Open Source Tools for 

Patent Analytics 

 

Aimed at exploring: 

 various free and open 

source tools which could 

be used for various patent 

analysis tasks by users in 

developing countries 

Includes walkthrough for 

using selected software for 

various analytics tasks 

 

 

 https://wipo-analytics.github.io  

https://wipo-analytics.github.io/
https://wipo-analytics.github.io/
https://wipo-analytics.github.io/


WIPO Platforms 

IPAS - Industrial Property Administration System 

DAS - Digital Access System 

CASE - Centralized Access to Search and Examination Reports 

WIPO Connect 



IPAS  

IPAS used by 70 IPOs 

 

 A WIPO software enabling small IPOs to electronically 

process patent, trademark, design applications and 

automatically provide the data to WIPO for inclusion in IP 

databases 

 

 



IPAS Usage 



WIPO Digital Access System (DAS) 

DAS (Digital Access System) used by 14 IPOs 

A System that allows IPOs and applicants to securely 

exchange or submit a digital copy of priority documents 

to multiple IPOs   

 



Over 30 million patent applications searchable in WIPO CASE (access  given to 

participating IPOs only).   

WIPO CASE Membership –  

Providing Offices 
Providing Offices Notes 

Australia   

Brunei Darussalam Final technical preparation 

Canada   

Chile Final technical preparation 

China 

EPO 

Israel   

Japan   

Republic of Korea   

IB (PCT) Providing office only, for PCT documentation. 

United Kingdom   

United States of 

America 

Initially a providing office only. 



WIPO CASE Membership –  

Accessing Offices 

Accessing-only 

Offices 

Notes 

Cambodia   

Eurasian Patent 

Organization 

(EAPO) 

  

India   

Indonesia   

Lao PDR   

Malaysia 

Mongolia 

New Zealand Indicated willingness 

to become a providing 

office. 

Accessing-only 

Offices 

Notes 

Papua New 

Guinea 

  

Philippines 

Singapore Indicated willingness 

to become a providing 

office. 

Thailand   

Viet Nam 



Public Access 

Status 
 

IP5 “Global Dossier” available to public in EP, JP and US 

Offices allowing public access: IP5, plus WO/PCT, AU, CA 
(more to confirm soon) 

Public access via PATENTSCOPE 

IP 5 Public Dossier 
Patentscope Public Access 

Public Users 



WIPO CASE Integration in 

PATENTSCOPE 

Dossier content available via PATENTSCOPE contains 

non-confidential public documents related to the search 

and examination of patent applications during the 

patenting process in each office including: 

search reports 

office actions and 

correspondence between the applicant and the patent 

office, relating to a particular patent application 



WIPO CASE Integration in 

PATENTSCOPE - Example 



WIPO CASE Integration in 

PATENTSCOPE - Example (cont’d) 



WIPO Connect 

WHAT 

 

WHY 

 

WHEN 

 

WHERE 

COLLECTIVE MANAGEMENT SOLUTION 

 

WIPO'S MANDATE 

 

2017 (MUSIC) 2018 (RECORDING) 

 

EVERYWHERE / LDCs 



Collective Management  

(music copyright) 
Michael Joe Jackson 

 

 

 

James Brown 

 

 

 

Tracy Chapman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Knopfler 

Record Labels 

 

 

 

Movie Producers 

 

 

 

Radios - TVs 

 

 

 

Live Events/Venues 

 

 

 

Bars/Coffees 

 

 

 

Restaurants 

 

 

 

... 

Collective 

Management 

Organization 

CMO 



Connect Coverage 

48 «LDCs»...   

ASPAC 

14 countries 

Africa 

33 countries 

Caribbean 

1 country 

... and additional priorities based on industry related indicators  



Global Databases 

ATAC – Advanced Technology Applications Center 

WIPO Lex 

Global Brand Database 

Global Design Database 

PATENTSCOPE 

 

 



Global IP Databases: Access Point 



Use Global Databases to increase IP 

Intelligence for Your Business Strategy 

Find a good name for your company and product/service 

 Global Brand Database 

Design your new product  

 Global Design Database 

Make sure that your idea/technology is new 

 PATENTSCOPE 

Check if your target markets protect your IP 

 WIPO Lex 



 

 

Explore the use of machine learning and other new technologies to 
improve current and future WIPO applications 

Machine translation 

WIPO has been an early adopter of the new technology 
Neural Machine Translation 

Speech 

Use machine learning to learn from conference records and 
transcript to build automatic transcription (Speech to text) 

Similarly try to apply it to transcription of interpretation 
(speech to translated text) 

Image classification 

Automatic classification of trademark images  

Advanced  Technology  Applications 

Center (ATAC) 



WIPO Lex – WIPO’s IP Laws Database 

IP Treaties 

National IP laws and regulations (more than 200 nations) 

Bibliographic data and a brief note of explanation 

Full text in the original language and in English 

Machine translation available 

More than 14,000 records 







Global Brand Database 

■ Over 28 million records relating 

to nationally and  internationally-

protected trademarks 

■ Allows searches across multiple 

collections, including: 

■ Trademarks registered under 

Madrid System and EUIPO 

■ Appellations of Origin 

registered under Lisbon 

System 

■ Emblems protected under the 

Paris Convention 6ter  

■ 31 national collections, with 

more to come soon 





IMAGE SEARCH 
• Sort your results by their visual similarity to an image you 

provide 

• World’s first public trademark database to provide search 

by image  

• Choose the search strategy best suited to your particular 

mark 

Search For Find (in top results – without Vienna Class) 









Global Design Database 

Launched in 2015 

Simultaneous search of 

more than 1.7 million 

industrial designs 

registered in 6 national 

collections or under the 

Hague System 

http://www.wipo.int/designdb  

http://www.wipo.int/designdb


iWatch in the Global Design Database 



An example of a Design Database Entry  



PATENTSCOPE 

3.1 million published PCT applications (first 

publish every week, high quality full text) 

68 million patent applications Full text data from 

20 countries or regions 

15,000 page views per hour 

Analyze results by graphs and charts 

Search and read in your language 

Chemical Structure and Name Search 

 





Cross Lingual Search 





Electric car  - 

only 16,000 hits 

 

 

Search Query  

(synonyms & 

technologically 

related terms) 





??? 







WIPO Translate 





NMT replaces SMT 

 Pilot system put in production in October 2016 on 

PATENTSCOPE for the ZHEN language pairs 

Sixteen language pairs now in operation 

NMT: better translation quality, better fluency, especially 

for “distant” language pairs  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Neural Machine Translation 



Why is NMT different? 

(Phrase-based vs Neural-net) 

发明公布了一种通过在不同位置摆放现实物体来演奏音乐的娱乐装置 

发明公布 
invention discloses 

摆放现实物体 
placing real object 

不同位置 
different location 

演奏音乐 
play music 

娱乐装置 

 
entertainment device 

 

invention discloses  a by placing a real object   at a    different location to play a music entertainment device 

PBSMT (previous WIPO translate) 

the invention discloses   an entertainment device    for playing music  by placing real objects   at different positio 

NMT (new WIPO translate) 

one kind of by-this-
mean 

by/for of 

 placing a real object  different location invention discloses play a music entertainment device 

 invention discloses  placing real objects  playing music entertainment device different position 

发明公布 
invention discloses 

摆放现实物体 
placing real object 

不同位置 
different location 

演奏音乐 
play music 

娱乐装置 

 
entertainment device 

 



Principle: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Standardize all the different representations of chemical 

structures into Inchikeys 

Recognize chemical compounds in patent texts and from 

embedded drawings included in patent texts 

Implement search functions for Inchikeys that can be 

used by non chemists 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chemical Compound Search 



PATENTSCOPE 
Documents 

Enriched PATENTSCOPE 
Documents 

(…) At the moment the surgical 

procedure starts, benzodiazepin, e.g. 

diazepam, is administered in a dose of 

no more than 5 mg. (…) 

(…) At the moment the surgical procedure 

starts, benzodiazepin, e.g. 

@AAOVKJBEBIDNHE-UHFFFAOYSA-N@, 

is administered in a dose of no more than 5 

mg. (…) 

AAOVKJBEBIDNH

E-UHFFFAOYSA-N 



 Example: Panadol® 

(1) IUPAC name 

N-(4-hydroxyphenyl)acetamide 

(2) Skeletal formula 

 

 

(3) International Non proprietary Name (INN) 

Paracetamol 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(4) Trademark, generic name, other names 

Panadol, Tylenol, Acetaminophen, etc. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

InchiKey 

RZVAJINKPMORJF-UHFFFAOYSA-N 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Draw or edit: 

■ Chemical 

structures 

■ Reactions 

■ Fragments 

similar to 

chemical 

sketches on 

paper 



Convert Structure 

PCT/US chemically indexed since 1978(PCT) and 1979(US) 

Code/clinical/chemical/commercial/CAS/INN names 

Exact compounds can be searched – no Markush structures  



Example: Panadol (Paracetamol) 











PATENTSCOPE: Learning Resources 
Video tutorials Webinars 



Multi-stakeholder Platforms 

WIPO GREEN WIPO Re:Search 



WIPO Green 

The marketplace for 

sustainable technology: 

search functionality for 

technology providers 

and seekers  

Network of green 

technology 

stakeholders 

Grouped in 9 

technology areas 

https://www3.wipo.int/wipogreen  

https://www3.wipo.int/wipogreen
https://www3.wipo.int/wipogreen
https://www3.wipo.int/wipogreen
https://www3.wipo.int/wipogreen


WIPO Green example: Energy 



WIPO Re:Search  

Initiative in the field 

of neglected 

deseases, 

tuberculosis and 

malaria 

Includes a database 

with information on 

availability of IP 

rights and other 

information 

Based on the 

principle of voluntary 

contribution 



 

 

Thank you! 
paul.halfpenny@wipo.int  

mailto:paul.halfpenny@wipo.int
mailto:paul.halfpenny@wipo.int


Panel Discussion:  

Protecting Designs Internationally 

– Challenges and Successful 

Experiences 

Ms. Päivi Lähdesmäki 

Head, Development and Promotion Section  

The Hague Registry                                                   

World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) 

London, April 30 2018 



 

 

 

ISSUE COMMON TO ALL 

EXAMINING JURISDICTIONS : 

HOW TO ACHIEVE APPROPRIATE 

DISCLOSURE? 

1 



Guidance on Preparing and Providing Reproductions in Order to Forestall Possible 

Refusals on the Ground of Insufficient Disclosure of an Industrial Design by 

Examining Offices  



 

 

 

ISSUE COMMON ALL : 

PRODUCT INDICATION 

2 



 

 

 

ISSUE SPECIFIC TO THE USA (AND 

NOW ALSO RUSSIA): 

 

UNITY OF DESIGN 
 

3 



Unity of Design 

DM/086900 

  Indistinct designs or obvious variations:  

  
Group 1: 

Designs 1,2,5,6 

Group 2: Designs 3, 4, 7-11 

Designs grouped  together have the same 

basic design characteristics: 

 similar in overall appearance  

 similar in visual impression 

 similar in shape/ configuration 



 

 

ISSUES SPECIFIC TO  

JAPAN AND THE REPUBLIC OF 

KOREA: 

CONFLICT WITH OTHER 

APPLICATION AND 

LACK OF NOVELTY 

4 



Surprise: it’s almost never prior art 

What destroys your novelty in KR and JP is almost always 

your own design… 

 

 when designs are similar they destroy each 

other’snovelty 

 

That’s easy to avoid! 

Identify one as the «principal design» 

Identify the others as «related designs» 



Identify the Principal and Related Designs 

in the dedicated e-filing tab 

1.1 

…think about it even if the first design was  
filed in another Hague or domestic application! 

2.1 

1.1 
1.1 

2.1 



DM/92589  DM/95101 DM/89713 

DM/92108  DM/89858  DM/89019 

Success Stories:  

These cases accepted by all of the US, JP 

and KR Offices ! 

http://www.wipo.int/haguebulletin/image/D092108/001_001/2017/04


 

 

MOST REFUSALS CAN BE EASILY 

OVERCOME…  

BUT COULD HAVE BEEN EASILY 

AVOIDED TOO! 


