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Why did Steve choose the PCT?



152 PCT Countries



2014 Nobel Prize for Physics 

Blue LED technology 

Shuji Nakamura: A PCT Testimonial



“The PCT … gives us the 

opportunity to protect our patents 

globally … before determining which 

countries might be most valuable.”

- Shuji Nakamura



1.  A single patent application has effect in all PCT countries

2. Major costs associated with internationalizing a patent 

application are postponed

Why did Steve choose the PCT?



Fees for:

--translations

--Office fees

--local agents
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Steve Katsaros: A PCT Testimonial



“Every start-up has limited funds 

and the PCT is a great mechanism 

for delaying patent filing costs, 

allowing time to test the market and 

overcome any unforeseen technical 

problems. 

“Without the PCT, protecting an 

invention in international markets 

would be a high-risk strategy with 

huge upfront costs.” 

- Steve Katsaros



1. A single patent application has effect in all PCT countries

2. Major costs associated with internationalizing a patent 

application are postponed

3.  PCT users receive valuable information for patenting 

decisions

Why did Steve choose the PCT?
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Tremendous growth in PCT applications since 1978

2018: +3.9%



57%

43%

PCT Applications

Paris Convention
Applications

The PCT has overtaken the Paris Convention



Who else uses the PCT?
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PCT Applicants in 2018



1. Huawei Technologies—CN (5,405)     

2. Mitsubishi Electric—JP (2,812)

3. Intel—US (2,499)

4. Qualcomm—US (2,404)

5. ZTE—CN (2,080)

6. Samsung—KR (1,997) 

7. BOE Technology Group—CN (1,813)

8. LG Electronics—KR (1,697)

9. Ericsson—SE (1,645)

10.Bosch—DE (1,524)

11.Microsoft—US (1,476)

12.Panasonic—JP (1,465)

13.Sony—JP (1,342)

14.Siemens—DE (1,211)

15.Hewlett-Packard—US (1,170)

() of published

PCT applications

Top PCT Applicants in 2018
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Qualcomm: A PCT Testimonial

1985: 7 employees

2019: 34,000 employees in 

40+ countries

$22 billion in revenue (2018)



“The PCT helps put innovation into 

practice by providing a simple and 

cost-effective way to file international 

patent applications.

“The PCT is critical for Qualcomm …”

- Paul Jacobs, CEO 



1. University of California (US)

2. Massachusetts Institute of Technology (US)

3. Shenzhen University (CN)

4. South China University of Technology (CN)

5. Harvard University (US)

6. University of Texas (US)

7. Tsinghua University (CN)

8. Seoul National University (KR)

9. Stanford University (US)

10.China University of Mining and Technology (CN)

11.Osaka University (JP)

12.Johns Hopkins University (US)

13.Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology (KR)

14.University of Tokyo (JP)

15.Hanyang University (KR)

Top University PCT Applicants in 2018



1. Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft (DE)

2. China Academy of Telecommunications Technology (CN)

3. Commissariat a L’Energie Atomique et aux Energies Alternatives (FR)

4. Institut National de la Sante et de la Recherche Médicale (FR)

5. National Institute of Advanced Industrial Science and Technology (JP)

6. Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (FR)

7. Agency of Science, Technology and Research (SG)

8. Shenzhen Institute of Advanced Technology (CN)

9. United States of America, Secretary of Health and Human Services 

(US)

10. Mayo Foundation for Medical Education and Research (US)

11. Korea Electronics and Technology Institute (KR)

12. Riken (Institute of Physical and Chemical Research (JP)

13. Sloan-Kettering Institute for Cancer Research (US)

14. Electronics and Telecommunications Research Institute of Korea (KR)

15. Korea Institute of Industrial Technology (KR)

Top Government/PRO PCT Applicants in 2018
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International Patent Applications by Country (2018)



Companies

• Silverbrook Research Pty Ltd

• Cochlear Ltd

• Resmed Ltd

• Newsouth Innovations Pty Ltd

• Xard Group Pty Ltd

• National ICT Australia Ltd

• Weir Minerals Australia Ltd

Australians are using the PCT



Universities

• University of Queensland

• University of Sydney

• Monash University

• University of Melbourne

• Australian National University

• Macquarie University

• Deakin University

Australians are using the PCT



Government Research Centres

• Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial 

Research Organization

Australians are using the PCT



Bishop Steering Pty Ltd (rack and pinion)

ITL Limited (needle protection solutions in healthcare)

Hartman and Yap (bushfire water bombs)

Frazier lens (special camera lens)

Shark Shield Pty Ltd (personal electronic device 

deterring shark attacks) 

https://www.wipo.int/pct/en/inventions/case_studies.html

Australian PCT Success Stories

https://www.wipo.int/pct/en/inventions/case_studies.html


So what did Steve do with his idea?











1. A single patent application has effect in all PCT countries

2. Major costs associated with internationalizing a patent 

application are postponed

3. PCT users receive valuable information for patenting 

decisions

Why should you choose the PCT?








