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Competitive Intelligence 

competitive intelligence is the action of defining, gathering, 
analyzing, and distributing intelligence about products, 
customers, competitors and any aspect of the environment 
needed to support executives and managers in making strategic 
decisions for an organization.  



Competitive Intelligence 
•  Competitive intelligence is an ethical and legal business practice, as 

opposed to industrial espionage which is illegal 

•  The focus is on the external business environment 

•  There is a process involved in gathering information, converting it into 
intelligence and then utilizing this in business decision making 



Intelligence 

Intelligence assessment is the development of forecasts of 
behaviour or recommended courses of action to the leadership 
of an organization, based on a wide range of available 
information sources both overt and covert. Assessments are 
developed in response to requirements declared by the 
leadership in order to inform decision making. .  



Search Report - message, but for whom? 

•  Applicant 

•  Attorney 

•  Third Parties 

•  Public 



Search Report - when? 

A1 Publication 

A3 Publication 



Search Report - where? 

• Espacenet 

• European Patent 
Register 



Search Report - content 



Search Report - content 



Search Report - content 



Search Report Content 

• X: novelty 
• Y: inventive step 
• A: technological 
background 
• P: intermediate doc 
• E: published after filing 
date 
• D: cited in the application 
• T: underlying theory 
• O: non-written disclosure 
• L: other reasons 
• &: corresponding doc 











Summary 

• when familiar with a SR, it provides you a quick way of retrieving 
information about other possibly very relevant documents 

• It is published as A1, A3 (or A4) 

• Different codes (X, Y, A, ...) exist to indicate the relevance of the cited 
documents 

• a supplementary SR (A4) means that another search authority has 
performed the search in the PCT phase◊ check also the international 
search report 

• a partial SR means that not everything is searched; 
◊ for what and why, see sheets B and C 



Broccoli Case 

https://register.epo.org/application?number=EP99915886 


