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General Information 

• Since 1984, the CNCM (Collection Nationale de Cultures de
Microorganismes) has the status of International Depositary
Authority (IDA) under the Budapest Treaty (BT) on the
International Recognition of the Deposit of Microorganisms for the
Purposes of Patent Procedure.

• It is an autonomous entity with the sole mission of preserving
biological materials deposited under the BT.

• Is the only collection in France with the IDA status.

• Hosted at the Institut Pasteur, Paris, France, thanks to an
agreement between the INPI (National Institute of Industrial
Property) and the Institut Pasteur.
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Biological Resources at the CNCM   

TOTAL IDA Collection: 5,651 deposits
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Restricted Regime Zone (ZRR), 
on the system for protecting the 
national scientific and technical 

potential (PPST)

Nagoya Protocol on Access 
and Benefit-Sharing

Declaration of holding and 
utilization of Highly Pathogenic 

Microorganisms and Toxins 
(MOT) followed by the ANSM

The General Data Protection 
Regulation (GDPR)

Declaration for the use 
of GMOs in a confined 
environment (MESRI)

Obligations of IDAs

Comply with national, European and 
international regulations 

Scientific information is facultative = not
enough information about the deposited
microorganisms (mainly in older deposits)
because the depositor is not obliged to
provide such information (secrecy).
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Handling of the deposited 
materials after the 

mandatory storage period 
(30+5 years)
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Contract

• To date, all biological materials are
preserved, despite what is indicated in
the contract.

• Electronic signatures are not used on the
recommendation of legal professionals.
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Procedures for furnishing of samples 

→ Access to biological materials with more than 30 (+5) years follows the Rule 11 of the
regulations under the BT. No changes. There is no legal framework that clarifies that we can do
something different.

• Requests from depositors to continue maintaining
the conditions for furnishing samples
(confidentiality, secret). Examples: depositors that
have a commercial product on the market or want
to exploit their biological materials through an MTA
or scientific and commercial agreements, even
though the patent has fallen into the public
domain.

• Requests from depositors that want to recover their
biological materials to prevent them from being
available to the public.

Requests from depositors   

• Requests for accessing biological material from
expired patents. They insist that materials should
be available since the patent has fallen into the
public domain. They cannot have access to these
materials other than from the IDA or the
depositor.

Requests from the public   
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The impact of continuing to preserve biological materials

• TOTAL IDA Collection: 5,651 deposits (~141,275 samples)

Infrastructure, Energy Consumption, Sustainability  

• 30 years (1993)
- Deposits from 1984 to 1993: 1,078 deposits (~ 24,794 samples)

• 35 years (1998)
- Deposits from 1984 to 1988: 653 deposits (15,019 samples)
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The interest of continuing to preserve biological materials not associated to 
patents (expired patents, when there was never a patent). 

• For deposits of more than 30 years, if the patent has already expired,

→ future of these deposits?
→possible utilisation/valorisation?
→deposits in which depositors don’t exist anymore (e.g. the company closed and did not

transfer the rights to another), depositors are not reachable, etc.
→ if there was never a patent.

• For current deposits,

→how many deposits are really associated with patent procedures?
→ for deposits not-associated with patents, which is the interest on R&D, Innovation, etc.

for IPOs?
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Which is the  future of the 
microorganisms stored for more than 

30 (+5) years?
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Contact:
raquel.hurtado-ortiz@pasteur.fr

cncm@pasteur.fr

Website : https://www.pasteur.fr/en/about-cncm

Copyright : CNCM
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