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History of Patent Deposit in CGMCC 

 In 1985，CGMCC was appointed to undertake patent deposit 

by the China IPA; 

 In 1995，CGMCC was licensed to be an IDA under the 

Budapest Treaty by WIPO.



Kinds of Biological Material that May Be Deposited

Algae

Archaea

Human and animal cell cultures

Bacteria (pathogenic and non-pathogenic)

Bacteriophages

Eukaryotic DNA

Fungi (pathogenic and non-pathogenic)

Mycoplasma

Plant cell cultures

Viruses

Plasmids (in hosts and not in hosts)

Seeds

Yeasts (pathogenic and non-pathogenic)



General Situation of Patent Deposit in CGMCC

◆ Up to now, CGMCC has preserved 
more than 30000 biological materials 
as patent deposit;  

◆ CGMCC has completed 3298 patent 
deposit in 2023, with an annual 
increase of >13%;    

◆ CGMCC has totally supported 33000 
patents application of national 
biotechnology invention.  
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The increase of patent deposit in CGMCC
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Procedure of Patent Deposit in CGMCC 
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Requirement to Be Met by Depositor  

Re-provide forms or 
biological materials : 

— The necessary information 
in forms is missing;

— The samples was broken 
during transportation. 

Requirement for forms:    
Supply all the necessary information 

requested by CGMCC: 
— The taxonomy designation or the   

scientific description, 
— Strain number, separation source, 

cultivation condition etc; 
— Sign and seal on the form. 

Requirement for biological 
materials:

— Biosafety:  the highest acceptable 
containment level for deposits is 
biosafety level (BSL) 2;

— Quantity: archaephya, bacteria, 
fungi,mycoplasma, algae (5);  
viruses, phages, plasmids, cell 
lines (15); plant seeds  (2,000) .
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Express packages received 
in a normal day

CGMCC form BP/1 "Budapest 
Treaty Deposits” 



Viable

Inviable

Viability 

testing

Viability Testing and Preservation

Contact with depositor by telephone 
and email to inform them to provide 
biomaterial and medium again.

Preserve the materials :
prepares lyophilized ampoule tube 
and/or frozen tube for archaea, bacteria, 
fungi, phages, algae and cell lines.

Viable but 
not correct  

Inform depositor to provide sample again; 
If depositor insist on the correct of biomaterial, 

CGMCC will follow the decision of depositors and 
preserve them, and meanwhile record the problem 
in database;

Besides, depositor should provide cryopreserved 
or freeze-dried vials to CGMCC for direct storage. 



Management of Information

➢ Information of biological materials are inputed into an internal database which 
is not open to public; 

➢ Depositor could search their accession number by using the name of depositor 
and the number of strains through the query window. 

Internal Databases for patent deposit Query window for depositor



Provide Certificate to Depositor

Check the fees and provide 
invoice to depositor.

Sent certificate to 
depositor by express.

Prepare certificate, sign 
and seal on it.



storage capacity

Storage of Materials and Files

The recently storage capacity of CGMCC  is 350,000 strains.  Files

Lyophilized ampoule and frozen tube



Patent Deposit of Mixture of Microbial Cultures 

➢ Mixtures of microbial cultures of more than two components will 
not be accepted; 

➢ Mixtures of two components will be accepted only when the 
depositor can provide effective and feasible method for  
cultivating the mixture and testing the stability of mixture during 
storage. 



Thank you and welcome to 
CGMCC！


