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WIPO Administered Treaties in the 
Field of Patents

Paris Convention for the Protection of 
Industrial Property
[179 MSs]

1883

1971

Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) [157 MSs]

1977
Budapest Treaty [89 MSs] 

2000

Patent Law Treaty (PLT) [43 MSs]

1970
Strasbourg Agreement (IPC) [65 MSs] 

BIRPI established (1893)

WIPO established (1967)



An invention must comply with patentability 
requirements.

Sufficiency of disclosure = An invention must be 
described in sufficient detail to enable a person skilled 
in the art to carry it out.

An invention that uses/concerns a new microorganism 
which is not yet publicly available may be difficult to be 
fully disclosed in a written form.

Deposit of the microorganism to a culture collection to 
compliment the written disclosure.

Budapest System
Why the Budapest Treaty on the International Recognition of the 
Deposit of Microorganisms for the Purposes of Patent Procedure ?



One deposit with any of the International Depositary Authorities 
(IDAs) is recognized by all MSs of the Budapest Treaty
 Cost reduction for applicants
 IP offices can rely on IDAs
 Reduction of biosafety risks

deposit

Budapest System – Main Features
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Budapest Treaty Member States

89 Contracting Parties
Recent Accessions from -Rwanda, December 4, 2023 (entry into 

force)
-Paraguay, August 5, 2023
-Indonesia, October 13, 2022
-Malaysia, June 30, 2022
-Viet Nam, June 1, 2021
-United Arab Emirates, May 17, 2021
-Saudi Arabia, January 16, 2021

4 Intergovernmental Industrial Property Organizations
Recent declarations of acceptance filed 
under Article 9(1) of the BT

African Intellectual Property 
Organization (OAPI), March 15, 2023



Budapest Treaty IDAs

49 IDAs
Status acquired recently -Collection of Plasmids and Microorganisms 

(KPD), January 26, 2023, Poland
-National Agriculturally Important Microbial
Culture Collection (NAIMCC), July 28, 2020, 
India
-Moroccan Coordinated Collections of 
Microorganisms (CCMM), February 20, 2018, 
Morocco

-Conditions to qualify for the status of IDA: Article 6 and Rule 2 of the BT

-Acquisition of the status of IDA: Article 7 and Rule 3 of the BT



Budapest Treaty IDAs

United Kingdom: 7 IDAs
Republic of Korea: 4 IDAs
China, India, Italy, Poland, United States of America: 3 IDAs
Australia, Japan, Russian Federation, Spain: 2 IDAs
Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Czech Republic, Finland, 
France, Germany, Hungary, Latvia, Mexico, Morocco, 
Netherlands (Kingdom of the), Slovakia, Switzerland: 1 IDA



Budapest System – Statistics
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Based on information received by WIPO from 
IDAs  in annual surveys



Budapest System – Statistics
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2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Total Samples 
Rule 11.1

5 1 3 8 100 87

Total Samples 
Rule 11.2

1243 1275 1174 1619 1354 1377

Total Samples 
Rule 11.3

467 413 307 259 246 287

Based on information 
received by WIPO 
from IDAs  in annual 
surveys



Budapest System – Statistics

Based on information 
received by WIPO from 
IDAs  in annual surveys

NB: some countries have more than one IDA located in their 
territory 



Budapest System – Statistics
Total Deposits 2022

Countries No, of deposits
1. China 6396
2. USA 1517
3. Rep. of Korea 638
4. Germany 215
5. United Kingdom 200
6. Japan 128
7. France and India 126
8. Poland 122
9. Canada 59
10. Spain 53
Others 354

Total 9808
Based on information 
received by WIPO from 
IDAs  in annual surveys

NB: some countries have more than one IDA located in their 
territory 



Budapest System – Statistics
Top 10 IDAs (No. of deposits)

2022 2021
1 CGMCC (CN) 2,910 1 CGMCC (CN) 2,853
2 CCTCC (CN) 2,564 2 CCTCC (CN) 2,106
3 NCMA (US) 1,108 3 GDMCC (CN) 761
4 GDMCC (CN) 922 4 NCMA (US) 624
5 KCTC (KR) 421 5 KCTC (KR) 421
6 ATCC (US) 229 6 ATCC (US) 288
7 DSMZ (DE) 215 7 DSMZ (DE) 267
8 KCCM (KR) 212 8 NCIMB (GB) 204
9 NCIMB (GB) 184 9 KACC (KR) 185
10 NRRL (US) 180 10 KCCM (KR) 177

Based on information received by 
WIPO from IDAs  in annual surveys



Budapest Websites

Budapest System Webpage
 General Information on the Budapest 

Treaty (incl. Treaty, Reg.)
 News
 Contact information and Kinds of 

microorganisms accepted by each IDAs
 Budapest Guide
 Statistics (xls)

Budapest Treaty Webpage
 Treaty, Regulations
 Contracting Parties and List of IDAs
 Notification of Communications received by 

the Contracting States



Guide to the Deposit of Microorganisms under the 
Budapest Treaty



Guide to the Deposit of Microorganisms under the 
Budapest Treaty



Guide to the Deposit of Microorganisms under the 
Budapest Treaty



Budapest Guide - Forms



Forms under the Budapest Treaty



Regulations under the Budapest Treaty (as in 
force from January 1, 2023)

Modification of Rule 11.4 (a) and (b) to expand the languages in which the 
communications in relation with the furnishing of samples of microorganism 
deposited may be addressed to the IDAs.



Thank you

isabelle.chauvet@wipo.int

budapest@wipo.int

mailto:isabelle.chauvet@wipo.int
mailto:budapest@wipo.int

	Slide Number 1
	WIPO Administered Treaties in the Field of Patents
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Budapest System – Statistics
	Budapest System – Statistics
	Budapest System – Statistics
	Budapest System – Statistics
	Budapest System – Statistics
	Budapest Websites
	Guide to the Deposit of Microorganisms under the Budapest Treaty
	Guide to the Deposit of Microorganisms under the Budapest Treaty
	Guide to the Deposit of Microorganisms under the Budapest Treaty
	Budapest Guide - Forms
	Forms under the Budapest Treaty
	Regulations under the Budapest Treaty (as in force from January 1, 2023)
	Slide Number 20

