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Overview

• Intellectual Property Office of Singapore

• Industrial Design Protection in Singapore

• International Protection of Designs

• Some observations
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Intellectual Property Office of
Singapore (“IPOS”)

• National IP office in Singapore

• Ministry of Law



The information stated herein is confidential and is accurate as of 25 February 2007.
It is intended as a guide only and does not amount to legal advice.
Professional advice must be sought prior to acting on any matter contained within this presentation.

Copyright © 2007 IPOS
All Rights Reserved

IPOS
• Originally the Registry of Trade Marks and

Patents
• Registration of United Kingdom Patents

Ordinance 1937
• The Trade Marks Ordinance 1938 came

into force in 1939 – Registry of Trade
Marks and Patents established

• In 2001, became a Statutory Board under
the Ministry of Law
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IPOS

IPOS administers the following IP legislation:

�Trade Marks Act
�Patents Act
�Registered Designs Act
�Plant Varieties Protection Act
�Copyright Act
�Geographical Indications Act
�Layout-Designs of Integrated Circuits Act

http://statutes.agc.gov.sg
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History

• The United Kingdom Designs (Protection)
Ordinance - Ordinance 17 of 1938

• Enacted on the 16th September 1938 as
"An Act for the protection in Singapore of
designs registered in the United Kingdom."
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Protection under the UK Designs
(Protection) Act

• Requirement to register the design with the
UK Designs Registry

• Once the design was registered in the UK, it
was deemed registered in Singapore

• Same rights and privileges enjoyed in
Singapore as in the UK

• No requirement for a re-registration of the
United Kingdom registered design in
Singapore
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TRIPS and the enactment of a new
Designs Act

• UK Designs (Protection) Act fulfilled the
requirements of TRIPS - not necessary to draft a
new Registered Design Bill.

• In line with the modernisation of the rest of our
intellectual property legislation, a new
Registered Design Act was passed in the year
2000
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TheThe RegisteredRegistered DesignsDesigns ActAct 20002000
(“RDA”)(“RDA”)

• Came into operation on 13 November 2000

• Repealed the United Kingdom Designs
(Protection) Act and the registration scheme
under that Act

• Move towards independent registration
systems to promote local entrepreneurship

• Modelled upon UK legislation (with some
differences)
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RegistryRegistry ofof DesignsDesigns
• The first Registry of Designs under

the aegis of the Intellectual
Property Office of Singapore
(IPOS) was set up

• From 13th November 2000, any
person who wished to protect his
registered design in Singapore had
to file an application for registration
in Singapore instead of in the UK
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TheThe RegisteredRegistered DesignsDesigns ActAct 20002000

• In conformity with Article 25 of the TRIPS
Agreement.

• Provides for the protection of
independently created designs that are
new.

• Protection for maximum of 15 years
• Designs dictated essentially by technical

or functional features not protected
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TheThe RegisteredRegistered DesignsDesigns ActAct 20002000

• Formalities examination

• Maintains an electronic Register of Designs
which contains particulars relating to registered
designs in Singapore

– eDesigns on the IPOS website:

http://www.ipos.gov.sg

Click on:
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TransitionalTransitional ProvisionsProvisions
• Ensured that United Kingdom registered design

owners who had registrations prior to this Act
coming into force continued to enjoy the rights
provided by new legislation.

• Although the term of protection was shortened to
15 years, this did not affect the owners of
designs registered in the UK who continue to
enjoy 25 years protection.
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InternationalInternational ProtectionProtection ofof
DesignsDesigns
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AccessionAccession toto thethe GenevaGeneva ActAct
• Advice concerning the Act and the

Common Regulations

• 2 experts from WIPO assisted in the
training – Mr Denis Cohen and Mr Patrick
Cartant

• Legislation drafted and declarations made
to WIPO
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AccessionAccession toto thethe GenevaGeneva ActAct

• Instrument of accession was
deposited on 15 January 2005

• On 15 April 2005, Singapore became
17th country to accede to the 1999
Geneva Act
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SomeSome observationsobservations
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StatisticsStatistics fromfrom AprilApril –– DecDec 20052005
DesignatedDesignated state:state: SingaporeSingapore

• Switzerland (CH) 136
• Spain (ES) 1
• Liechtenstein (LI) 5
• Romania (RO) 1
• Singapore (SG) 1
• Turkey (TR) 1

Total 145



The information stated herein is confidential and is accurate as of 25 February 2007.
It is intended as a guide only and does not amount to legal advice.
Professional advice must be sought prior to acting on any matter contained within this presentation.

Copyright © 2007 IPOS
All Rights Reserved

88
United
KingdomGB

78FranceFR

61FinlandFI

12SpainES

10DenmarkDK

122GermanyDE
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10ChinaCN

136123SwitzerlandCH
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5BelgiumBE
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1594
(DOMESTIC
FILINGS)Singapore

Number of Hague
Applications

Number of
National
Applications

Country of Origin

62OTHERSXX

2South AfricaZA
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United States
of AmericaUS
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SlovakiaSK
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629JapanJP
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5IndiaIN
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Fees collected from Hague applications
designating Singapore (April - Dec 05)
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Number of Singapore Design applications
showing breakdown of applications filed in

Singapore and Hague applications designating
Singapore.
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