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RecentRecent DevelopmentsDevelopments

u Background - US Design Law
u Design Patent Activity
u Progress to Improve Pendency
u Electronic Processing
u Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement
u November 2006 GIPA Program



3

Background:Background: 3535 U.S.C.U.S.C. §§ 171171

u Whoever invents any new, original and
ornamental design for an article of
manufacture may obtain a patent
therefor, subject to the conditions and
requirements of this title.
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PHGPHG Techs.,Techs., LLCLLC v.v. St.St. JohnJohn Cos.,Cos.,
469469 F.3dF.3d 13611361 (Fed.(Fed. Cir.Cir. 2006)2006)

“The determination of
whether the patented

design is dictated by the
function of the article of

manufacture must
ultimately rest on an
analysis of its overall

appearance.”
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DesignDesign PatentPatent ActivityActivity CalendarCalendar
YearsYears 1963-20061963-2006
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ApplicationApplication VolumeVolume
u Especially active areas:

– D14 Recording, Communication, 956 applications
or Information Retrieval Equipment

– D06 Furnishings 550 applications
– D09 Packages And Containers 513 applications
– for Goods

u Less Active Areas:
– D01 Edible Products 24 applications
– D27 Tobacco And Smokers' Supplies 30 applications
– D05 Textile Or Paper Yard Goods; 37 applications
– Sheet Material
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20062006 PendencyPendency
InformationInformation

Pending design patent applications, total 40,454

In preexamination processing, total  3,453

Under examination, total 27,552

Undocketed  3,585

Awaiting first action by examiner 19,776

Rejected, awaiting response by applicant  3,387

Amended, awaiting action by examiner    726

In interference      0

On appeal and other     78

In postexamination processing, total 9,449

Awaiting issue fee  4,959

Awaiting printing  4,489

D-10s (secret cases in condition for 
allowance)      1
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PendencyPendency InformationInformation

Pendency to First ActionPendency to First ActionPendency to First ActionPendency to First Action7.77.77.77.7 8.18.18.18.1 9.49.49.49.4 10.810.810.810.8 12.812.812.812.8
Pendency to IssuePendency to IssuePendency to IssuePendency to Issue14.514.514.514.5 13.813.813.813.8 14.414.414.414.4 17.317.317.317.3 18.218.218.218.2

Pendency to Issue / AbandonmentPendency to Issue / AbandonmentPendency to Issue / AbandonmentPendency to Issue / Abandonment14.614.614.614.6 13.913.913.913.9 14.514.514.514.5 17.317.317.317.3 18.418.418.418.4

2005200520052005 2006200620062006 Fiscal Year Fiscal Year Fiscal Year Fiscal Year2002200220022002 2003200320032003 2004200420042004
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TechnologyTechnology CenterCenter StructureStructure

Technology 1600

Biotech and Organic
Chemistry

Technology 1700/
2900

Chemical and Materials
Engineering

And Designs

Technology 2700

Communications &
Info Processing

Technology 2800

Semiconductor,
Electrical & Optical

Systems and
Components

Technology 3600

Transportation,
Construction,
Agriculture,

National Security

Technology 3700

Mechanical Eng.,
Manufacturing,

Products and Designs

Deputy
Commissioner

for Patent Operations
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TCTC 29002900 OrganizationOrganization ChartChart

Art Unit 2911 Art Unit 2912

Stella Reid

Art Unit 2913

Caron Veynar

Art Unit 2914

Louis Zarfas

17 examiners

Art Unit 2915

Gary Watson,

18 examiners

Art Unit 2916

Ian Simmons

18 examiners

Alan Douglas

17 examiners17 examiners 18 examiners

Group Director

Designs
2900
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ProgressProgress toto ReduceReduce PendencyPendency
u In 2006, 25 new Design Examiners were hired
u In 2007, ten more Design Examiners will be hired.
u The Design Group’s examiners are very

experienced:
– - over half of design examiners have over three years of

examining experience
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ElectronicElectronic ProcessingProcessing
u Applications are being electronically filed

and processed
u Electronic receipt of drawings and

processing of applications will lead to
improved quality of drawings
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Screen from Public PAIR
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ElectronicElectronic ProcessingProcessing

This sheet
will display
when file

contents are
stored in
SCORE
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ElectronicElectronic Processing:Processing: PAIRPAIR



16

ElectronicElectronic Processing:Processing: PAIRPAIR

In PAIR, select
“Start Download” to view images-

Images will be in color, if submitted in color
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HagueHague UnionUnion MembersMembers (44)(44)
(by most recent act)

20 Geneva Act (1999)
21 Hague Act (1960)
3 London Act (1934)

By Most Recent Act

13 October 2006 

Source: Presentation: Current Situation of the
Hague System and Prospects for Development,

Alan Datri
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GenevaGeneva ActAct ofof thethe HagueHague
AgreementAgreement

u On November 13, 2006, the Bush Administration
submitted the Geneva Act of the Hague
Agreement Concerning the International
Registration of Industrial Designs to the United
States Senate for ratification.

u The treaty was referred to the Senate Committee
on Foreign Relations (Treaty No. 109-21).

u The treaty was printed by the GPO, and is
available at:
http://addison.vt.edu/search/tHague+Agreement+Concerning+the+International+Depos/
thague+agreement+concerning+the+international+deposit+of+industrial+designs+1925
+protocols+etc+1999+july++++2/-3,-1,0,B/browse
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NovemberNovember 20062006 GlobalGlobal IntellectualIntellectual
PropertyProperty ProgramProgram onon IndustrialIndustrial DesignsDesigns
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NovemberNovember 20062006 GlobalGlobal IntellectualIntellectual
PropertyProperty ProgramProgram onon IndustrialIndustrial DesignsDesigns
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Thank you!

Karin Ferriter
karin.ferriter@uspto.gov
Telephone: 571-272-9300


