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WIPO COVID-19 response package



• In October 2021, WIPO Member States approved a package of support measures as 
part of WIPO’s Program of Work and Budget 2022/23.

• WIPO resources for COVID-related activities in 2022/23: 3 million CHF.

• The implementation of the package will require a ‘whole of WIPO’ approach. 

• The WIPO COVID-19 Focal Point will coordinate the implementation of the package, 
working closely with the Regional and National Development Sector and other Lead Sectors, 
ensuring a timely and effective response WIPO Member State requests.

• WIPO’s trilateral cooperation with the WHO and WTO is led by the Global Challenges and 
Partnerships Sector.

• WIPO will engage in a continuous dialogue with Member States to ensure that the package 
meets their needs and priorities. 

WIPO COVID-19 response package

https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/about-wipo/en/budget/pdf/budget-2022-2023.pdf


Expected Results:

• More effective communication and engagement world-wide 
to raise awareness of and increase knowledge about the 
potential of IP to improve the lives of everyone, everywhere 
(ER1.1)

• WIPO brings the international community together to 
proactively address emerging issues and policy challenges at 
the global level relating to IP, innovation and creativity 
(ER2.2)

• Effective interaction and partnerships with the UN, IGOs and 
NGOs in support of global goals to which IP can contribute 
(ER2.4)

• Wider and more effective use of WIPO’s global IP systems, 
services and knowledge and data (ER3.1)

• Knowledge transfer and technology adaptation is facilitated 
through WIPO’s IP-based platforms and tools to address 
global challenges (ER3.3)

• Increased IP knowledge and skills in all Member States 
(ER4.3)

• More innovators, creators, SMEs, universities, research 
institutions and communities leverage IP successfully (ER4.4)

Activities include:

IP legislative and policy advice relating to the COVID-19 pandemic

New Services by WIPO Arbitration and Mediation Centre incl. launch of WIPO 
ADR Guidance Document for the Life Sciences Sector 

Platforms and structures to accelerate knowledge and technology transfer, 
incl. through TISCs

Digitalization of knowledge resources, incl. education materials in LDCs

New Patent Landscape Report (March, 2022) and PATENTSCOPE portal

Capacity building, incl. through IPTIs

WIPO COVID-19 response package

WIPO – WTO – WHO Trilateral cooperation incl. Trilateral Technical Assistance 
Gateway & 2022 Trilateral Symposium (June, 2022)



Upcoming WIPO Patent Landscape Report
COVID-19-related vaccines and therapeutics

• First observations on patenting 
activity from January 2020 to 
September 2021

• The report will be available as of 
March 10, 2022

• Save the date: March 10, 2022 –
2pm – 4pm CET

https://www.wipo.int/patentscope/en/programs/patent_landscapes/
https://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=69288


PATENTSCOPE and COVID-19



PATENTSCOPE: an introduction
• Free public patent search engine developed by WIPO with the assistance 

of it’s member states: patentscope.wipo.int

• Powerful latest generation search engine (including for chemistry)

• Comprehensive coverage:
• PCT applications and regional and national patent collections

• 72 different data sources, more than 100 million patent records

• Focus on full text and multilinguism

=> you can use PATENTSCOPE to get access to patent information in all 
languages related to the fight against COVID-19



PATENTSCOPE: how does it look?







PATENT Searching is not an easy task:

• You need to know the good keywords to search, with all their synonyms, 
in all the languages

AND/OR

• You need to know the patent classification codes related to your search

AND

• You need to know the fields of the search engines you are using, as well 
as the search operators



PATENTSCOPE COVID-19 index





Searching chemistry in patents is even more 
complex:

• Chemical compounds can be represented in many different ways, with 
different names, technical representations and embedded drawings

AND

• Chemical compounds can even be in the scope of protection of a patent, 
while not been directly cited in the patent text, using «recipes» to 
describe sets of related chemical compounds: these are called Markush 
structures









wipo.int/patentscope/en/webinar

https://www.wipo.int/patentscope/en/webinar/
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How does the Database work?

Users can conduct searches by type 
of flexibilities and national / regional 
jurisdictions.

Database on Flexibilities in the Intellectual Property System

Visit the Database on Flexibilities at:

www.wipo.int/ip-

development/en/agenda/flexibilities/database.html

At the 6th session of the CDIP, Member States agreed to establish the Database on 
Flexibilities in the Intellectual Property (IP) System.



Photo by Waldemar Brandt on Unsplash

Who can benefit from the Database?

The Database can be useful for policy and law makers, IP 
experts, academicians and researchers.

As decided by the CDIP, Member States can provide 
updates on their national provisions related to the 
flexibilities included in this database.

What is the Updating Mechanism of the Database?

Database on Flexibilities in the Intellectual Property System

https://unsplash.com/@waldemarbrandt67w?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/answer?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Development Agenda Portal: Technology Transfer and Open Collaboration

The DA portal of Technology Transfer and Open Collaboration is 
a digital repository of materials prepared in the context of three 
DA projects on technology transfer and open collaboration, 
namely:

• Innovation and Technology Transfer Support Structure for 
National Institutions;

• Intellectual Property and Technology Transfer: “Common 
Challenges – Building Solutions”;

• Open Collaborative Projects and IP-Based Models

The DA Portal incorporates a dedicated web forum for comments 
and feedback.



george.ghandour@wipo.int


