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The Hague Agreement 

• May 13, 2015: 
Hague Agreement 
in Effect in U.S. 

• Title I of PLTIA 
• USPTO Rules 

 

• June 20-22, 2016: 
WIPO Hague 
Working Group 

• Sixth Session 
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The Hague Agreement 

• Filing Statistics… 
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4140 
≈3000 

Int’l Design Apps:  

2007-2015 



The Hague Agreement 

• Helpful Information for 
Applicants & Representatives 
 

– USPTO Hague Implementation Page 
– http://www.uspto.gov/patent/initiatives/hague-

agreement-concerning-international-registration-
industrial-designs#tips  

 

– WIPO Hague System Page 
– http://www.wipo.int/hague/en/  

June 23, 2016 5 

http://www.uspto.gov/patent/initiatives/hague-agreement-concerning-international-registration-industrial-designs#tips
http://www.uspto.gov/patent/initiatives/hague-agreement-concerning-international-registration-industrial-designs#tips
http://www.uspto.gov/patent/initiatives/hague-agreement-concerning-international-registration-industrial-designs#tips
http://www.uspto.gov/patent/initiatives/hague-agreement-concerning-international-registration-industrial-designs#tips
http://www.uspto.gov/patent/initiatives/hague-agreement-concerning-international-registration-industrial-designs#tips
http://www.uspto.gov/patent/initiatives/hague-agreement-concerning-international-registration-industrial-designs#tips
http://www.uspto.gov/patent/initiatives/hague-agreement-concerning-international-registration-industrial-designs#tips
http://www.uspto.gov/patent/initiatives/hague-agreement-concerning-international-registration-industrial-designs#tips
http://www.uspto.gov/patent/initiatives/hague-agreement-concerning-international-registration-industrial-designs#tips
http://www.uspto.gov/patent/initiatives/hague-agreement-concerning-international-registration-industrial-designs#tips
http://www.uspto.gov/patent/initiatives/hague-agreement-concerning-international-registration-industrial-designs#tips
http://www.uspto.gov/patent/initiatives/hague-agreement-concerning-international-registration-industrial-designs#tips
http://www.uspto.gov/patent/initiatives/hague-agreement-concerning-international-registration-industrial-designs#tips
http://www.uspto.gov/patent/initiatives/hague-agreement-concerning-international-registration-industrial-designs#tips
http://www.wipo.int/hague/en/
http://www.wipo.int/hague/en/


The Hague Agreement 

• USPTO Page 

– Forms 

– Fees  

– Resources 

– FAQ 

– Tips for Filing 

– Contacts 
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Considerations for Applicants 

• Reproductions 

• Description 

• Creator 

• Single Design 

• Priority Claims 

• Duty of Disclosure 

• 1st Communication from 
USPTO 
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Considerations: Reproductions 

• Fully disclose the claimed design 
– Full disclosure for each separate 

design 
– No fixed requirement for # of views 
– Orthogonal & perspective combos 

useful 
– Avoid ambiguity in reproductions 

• Consistent views 
• Clearly represent claimed subject matter 

– not left to conjecture  
– (e.g., convex vs concave) 
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Considerations: Description 

• Figure 
Descriptions 
are helpful: 

– DM1 Form  
Box 9 & 10 
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Considerations: Creator 

• Creator is a 
person(s). 

 

• Creator is the 
designer(s) 
(inventor(s)). 
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Considerations: Single Design 

• Only can claim single design in 
design patent.  

 
• Refusal  

– if more than one patentably 
distinct designs in international 
registration. 

 
• Non-patentably distinct designs 

– can be kept together as 
“embodiments” of the one design 
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Considerations: Priority  
• Copy of Certified Priority Document  

– Must be filed with USPTO to perfect 
priority claim. 

 
• When? 

– Before payment of second part 
designation fee (issue fee). 
 

• Who? 
– Pro se creator (inventor) or 

representative registered to practice 
before USPTO. 
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Considerations: Duty of Disclosure 

• Creators, applicants, 
representatives, etc., have an 
affirmative duty to provide 
certain information to 
USPTO. 
 

• “Material to Patentability” 
– 37 CFR 1.56 

 
• Information Disclosure 

Statement (IDS) 
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Considerations: 1st Communication 
• USPTO Filing Receipt:  

– Frequently first communication from 
the USPTO. 

 
– Indication that USPTO has received the 

international registration pursuant to 
its designation and role as a CP. 

 
– Provides info regarding U.S. 

identification of international 
registration.  
 

– Typically, no response needed. 
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