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1.	In the twenty-ninth series of meetings of the Governing Bodies of WIPO (September/October, 1996), the WIPO General Assembly and the Assembly of the Paris Union considered a Memorandum by the Director General in respect of Matters Concerning the Patent Law Treaty (document AB/XXIX/6).  This Memorandum called for a decision whether to include five additional topics in the draft Patent Law Treaty, namely, provisions relating to:





	(	the filing date of an application, 





	(	unity of invention,





	(	recordal of licensing agreements,





	(	belated claiming of priority (delayed submission of priority claim and delayed filing of the subsequent application), and





	(	restoration of rights where a time limit has been missed (including “further processing”) and extension of time limits which have not yet expired but whose extension has been requested by the party concerned.





2.	The WIPO General Assembly and the Assembly of the Paris Union approved the inclusion in the draft Patent Law Treaty of the additional topics referred to in document AB/XXIX/6, on the understanding that the Committee of Experts on the Patent Law Treaty would be informed, in a document, of the fact that the provisions concerning unity of invention and belated claiming of priority should be treated as having been presented in brackets by the International Bureau (see document AB/XXIX/10, paragraph 123).





3.	In accordance with the said decisions, Article 13 and Rule 2(8) (which concern belated claiming of priority) of the draft Patent Law Treaty and draft Regulations as submitted to the third session of the Committee of Experts in document PLT/CE/III/2 should be considered to have been presented within square brackets.  However, since the provisions on unity of invention (Article 6 and Rules 6 and 7 of document PLT/CE/II/2 submitted to the second session of the Committee of Experts on the Patent Law Treaty in June 1996) have not been presented for discussion to the third session of the Committee of Experts, these provisions will be placed within square brackets when their revised versions (taking into account the views expressed by the Committee of Experts at its second session) are submitted to a further session of the Committee of Experts.
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