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Recommendations for the transition provisions from WIPO Standard ST.25 to ST.26 
prepared by the European Patent Office (EPO)
Background
1. The Committee on WIPO Standards (CWS) requested the Sequence Listing Task Force to present a proposal for transition provisions from WIPO Standard ST.25 to ST.26 for consideration and approval at its session taking place in 2017.  Following the adoption of Standard ST.26 by the CWS in 2016, the Task Force carried out one round of discussions focused on transition matters (ST.25 to ST.26).
In view of the relevance to the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) of the transition from WIPO Standard ST.25 to ST.26, the Task Force invited the International Bureau to consult the PCT membership to provide input into its work.  The International Bureau consequently issued Circular C. PCT 1485/C. CWS 75.  The International Bureau shared the individual responses to the Circular with the Task Force and an analysis of the feedback received in reply to the Circular was presented by the International Bureau at the PCT/MIA in February 2017.  Members of the Task Force have also discussed the transition through several WebEx meetings and on its electronic forum.
Recommendations from the Task Force
Following the request of the CWS and taking into account the result of the consultation carried out by the International Bureau by means of the Circular, the Sequence Listing Task Force recommends the following:
Transition Scenarios:
In line with the opinion expressed by all Offices in reply to the Circular, the Task Force believes that the “big bang” scenario is the preferable option since it appears to provide the highest legal certainty for applicants and Offices.  All Offices should therefore agree on a date for the transition from ST.25 to ST.26 for the filing of sequence listings in new applications (“the transition date”).
International Applications filed after the Transition Date claiming Priority from an Application with a Sequence Listing Filed in ST.25:
The responses to the Circular expressed differing views on whether the transition date should be determined with reference to the international filing date of international applications, the priority date or whether the applicant should be given the choice.
Following an in-depth analysis of the advantages and disadvantages of the three options, including the feedback provided by the PCT/MIA in February (see paragraphs 65 to 67 of document PCT/MIA/24/15), the Task Force provisionally decided that the international filing date would be the most suitable, subject to further analysis to consider potential issues of added or deleted matter due to transformation of a sequence listing from ST.25, and subject to the availability of an authoring and validation tool to assist in the transformation of the sequence listing from ST.25 to ST.26 without adding or deleting matter.  A document is being prepared to perform this analysis and make appropriate recommendations for use by applicants.
A decision on the procedure to be followed in the national/regional phase (e.g.  for divisionals) should be left to national/regional Offices.
Provisional Transition Date:
The Task Force tentatively agreed on January 2022 as an implementation date, provided an authoring and validation software tool is able to display and print sequence listings in a human-readable format.
Future work of the Task Force
The SEQL Task Force agreed on the following tasks:
(a) The Task Force will support the International Bureau of WIPO by providing users’ requirements and feedback on the Authoring tool.
(b) The Task Force will provide support to the International Bureau of WIPO for the consequential revision of the PCT Administrative Instructions.
(c) [bookmark: _GoBack]The Task Force’s efforts will in future also be directed to the revision of WIPO Standard ST.26.  It is suggested that future revisions to the Standard be triggered by CWS members and not follow a pre-defined schedule.
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