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INTRODUCTION

1. This General Report records the deliberations and decisions of the following ten
Assemblies and other bodies of the Member States of WIPO:

(1) WIPO GeneraAssembly, thirtythird (16th extraordinary) session

(2) WIPO Conference, twentfpurth (7th extraordinary) session

(3) WIPO Coordination Committee, fiftfifth (37th ordinary) session

(4) Paris Union Assembly, thirtgeventh (20th extraordinary) sessio

(5) Paris Union Executive Committee, foitlyird (42nd ordinary) session

(6) Berne Union Executive Committee, fomynth (37th ordinary) session

(7) Madrid Union Assembly, thirbgeventh (21st extraordinary) session

(8) IPC [International Patent Raification] Union Assembly, twentfpurth
(9th extraordinary) session

(9) PCT [Patent Cooperation Treaty] Union Assembly, tHiift
(20thextraordinary) session

(10) PLT [Patent Law Treaty] Assembly, Second (1st extraordinary) session

meeting in Geava from September 25 to October 3, 2006, where the deliberations took place,
and decisions were made in joint meetings of two or more of the said Assemblies and other
bodies convened (hereinafter referred to as “the joint meeting(s)” and “the Asserhtiies o
Member States,” respectively).

2. In addition to this General Report, separate Reports have been drawn up on the sessions
of the General Assembly (WO/GA/33/10), WIPO Coordination Committee (WO/CC/55/3),
Madrid Union Assembly (MM/A/37/4Raris Union Executive Committee (P/EC/43/1),

Berne Union Executive Committee (B/EC/49/1), International Patent Classification Union
Assembly (IPC/A/24/2), PCT Union Assembly (PCT/A/35/7) and the Patent Law Treaty
Assembly (PLT/A/2/3).

3. The lig of the States members of the Assemblies and other bodies concerned and the
observers admitted to their sessions as of September 25, 2006, is set forth in document
A/42/INF/1Rev.

4. The meetings dealing with the following items of the Agemtbeyment A/42/1) were
presided over by the following Chairs:

Items 1, 2, 3,4,5,6,7,8,9, Ambassador Enrique Manalo (Philippines)

10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 21, 24 and Chair of the General Assembly, and for Item 4, on

25 September 26 and 27, Mr. Usman Sdiigeria),
Vice Chair of the General Assembly

Mr. Emil Zatkuliak (Slovakia)

em 15 Chair of the Paris Union Assembly
ltem 16 Mr. James Otien@dek (Kenya)

Chair of the Madrid Union Assembly
ltem 17 Mr. Gilles Barrier (France)

Chair of the IPC Union ssembly
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ltem 18 Mrs. Nadia Ibrahim Mohamed Abdallah (Egypt)
Chair of the PCT Union Assembly
ltem 19 Mrs. Darina Kylianova (Slovakia)

Chair of the PLT Assembly

Mr. Muktar Djumaliev (Kyrgyzstan)

Items 20, 22 and 23 Chair of the WIPO Coordination Committee

Item 24 The Chair (or, in his absence, a \AiCaair, or, in the
absence of the Chair and both \/iChairs, arad hoc
Chair) of one of the ten Governing Bodies
concerned, that is for the General Report, the Report
of the WIPO General Assembly, the Repuirthe
PCT Union Assembly, the Paris Union Executive
Committee, the Berne Union Executive Committee,
Ambassador Enrique Manalo (Philippines); the
Report of the Coordination Committee,

Mr. Maximiliano Santa Cruz (Chilg)the Report of

the Madrid Union Assmbly, Mr.James

OtiencOdek (Kenya); Report of the IPC Union
Assembly, Mr. Gilles Barrier (France); the Report of
the PLT Assembly, Mr. Usman Sarki (Nigeria).

5. Anindex of interventions by Delegations of States and Representativesest/€bs
including intergovernmental organizations and-gonernmental organizations mentioned in
this report will be reproduced as an Annex to the final version of the present report. The
Agenda, as adopted, and the list of participants will appearcumngents A/42/1 and
A/42/INF/3 respectively.

ITEM 1 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGENDA:
OPENING OF THE SESSIONS

6. The fortysecond series of meetings of the Assemblies and other bodies of the Member
States of WIPO was convened by the Director GeéiéN/IPO, Dr. Kamil Idris (hereinafter
referred to as “the Director General”).

7. The sessions of the Assemblies and other bodies of the Member States of WIPO were
opened at a joint meeting of all ten Assemblies and other bodies of the Meatbsrds

WIPO by the Chair of the General Assembly, Mr. Enrique Manalo (Philippines), who made
the following statement:

“Distinguished Ministers, Excellencies, Honorable delegates, ladies and gentlemen,
friends, at the outset | wish to express my grdétto all Member States for trusting me again
with the Chairmanship of this august assembly. It is indeed a great personal honor to take the
helm of the Assemblies for a second time. Ladies and gentlemen please rest assured that |
shall conduct our meety in a fair, open and inclusive manner, and in this regard | would like
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to thank all Member States for the cooperation that they have extended to me during my
chairmanship, and would request them to continue working with the same spirit of openness
and flexibility.

“The decisions of this General Assembly shall be the sole responsibility of the Member
States. My task is to facilitate and encourage constructive dialogue and consensus
decisionmaking by the Member States. While | cannot guaranteeltitti@gations shall
realize everything on their respective wish lists, | can however promise to help provide
conditions for an open and inclusive negotiating process which | believe is essential for a
successful outcome for any meeting. Having said klailso wish to especially thank
Director General Kamil Idris for his, and the International Bureau’s complete support
extended to me over the past year. Ladies and gentlemen | wish to emphasize that while we
may have a relatively shorter agenda thanylaat’s General Assembly, this does not
necessarily mean that we shall also have a lighter workload. We are particularly constrained
by the fact that at least two subsidiary bodies were unable to recommend courses of future
action, thereby passing this tak on to us, the General Assembly. | nevertheless hope we shall
find a consensus solution to these outstanding matters well within the limited time frame we
have at our disposal. Now with a view to conducting our meetings in the most effective and
efficient manner possible, | would wish to emphasize the following ground rules that | intend
to follow, of course with your cooperation and support. Number one, | intend to hold regular
consultations with the Group Coordinators. In this regard | plan tothee&roup
Coordinators as much as needed each day, either before the start of each session or after the
close of each session, whichever time is deemed more useful. | also intend to hold extended
sessions, if necessary, including night meetings, excejghtio In order to ensure that we
discuss all the agenda items satisfactorily | hope to be strict with our coffee breaks, we might
have to forego them in certain instances, and | count on your support for this. | will also
undertake, as necessary, infatmonsultations on certain issues with all interested
delegations during our session. Any such consultations will be announced at the same time. |
encourage delegations and groups to exercise their own initiative in ironing out differences
amongst themedves on certain issues during the course of our meeting. | believe this
procedure will also be an important means of assisting me, the Chair, in advancing our work.
Number two, on general statements under Item 4 in our draft agenda, Member States are
encouraged to submit their statements in writing, which in turn will be fully reflected in the
records of our proceedings. For those States or groups making oral statements, | strongly
urge them to limit their remarks to not more than five minutes. | wagjdest regional
groups to limit their remarks to not more than seven to eight minutes whiles NGOs would
have up to three minutes. If | feel this is not being sufficiently observed, | may have to
exercise my discretion to interrupt such statementshidnrégard | would like to apologize in
advance for this and request delegations or speakers not to take such action personally, nor is
it a reaction to the substance of their interventions, but view it as an effort to ensure the
expeditious flow of our wik. | will follow the WIPO process insofar as the order of speakers
is concerned. Number 3 the list of speakers will be drawn up by the Secretariat, and
delegations wishing to speak should inscribe themselves on the list. Number four, please note
from the tentative timetable set out in the draft agenda that it is envisaged that items 1 to 4 be
completed today. Itis my hope we can achieve this and begin consideration of item No. 5 by
tomorrow morning. Number five, please also note that not all omdageems call for
detailed discussions. Certain items provide information to the Assemblies and do not
necessarily call for any decision on our part. | propose that our consideration of those items
be as brief as possible that way we can save timadougkion on those items that may
require more detailed consideration. Hence, when we get to items where no decision is
actually called for, | will request invited delegations simply to note those items and whatever
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is written in the relevant document.uidber 6 on our decision making process, | shall follow

the WIPO Rules of Procedure, the applicable Treaties and Conventions, and most importantly
the practices and traditions of this Organization, particularly one tradition of reaching
consensus on all nes of the agenda. Ladies and gentlemen | thank you once again for the
trust you have reposed in me as Chair of the Assemblies, | look forward to fruitful discussions
and deliberations and | have no doubt all our decisions will be taken in the intevast of
Organization. With your help and collaboration | look forward to a successful outcome of our
meetings. | thank you.”

8. Atthe invitation of the Chair of the General Assembly, Ambassador Enrique Manalo,
the Director General made the follmg statement:

“Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. Honorable Ministers, Excellencies,
distinguished delegates and dear friends.

“If I had to sum up in one word, just one word, what | have been working to achieve
since the beginning, and will continteepursue as an objective in this Organization, that
word would be “inclusion”.

“As a global body encouraging creativity and innovation as well as a markated
provider of services for a demanding crssstion of users, WIPQO'’s constituency is wide.
Our goal has been to ensure that the totality of that constituency is included in the drive to
help identify, protect and use intellectual assets. Inclusion, dear friends, brings empowerment
which is, | believe, a central goal of our work. If we traligh to democratize the intellectual
property system, we must ensure access for all those wishing to make use of it and provide a
forum for all who wish their voices to be heard in the debate on its future development.

“To this end, we have energized @ammunication with existing partners and initiated
dialogue with new ones. We have also reached out to those who know little about intellectual
property, to demonstrate the power of the system to transform their innate ability to create and
innovate intgpersonal satisfaction and financial gain.

“The result has been an expanded cast of actors on the intellectual property stage,
contributing to an increased sense of inclusion and purpose at the global level, which is vital
for the healthy development ofetlintellectual property system and its ability to tackle the
complex problems facing it.

“The quest for inclusion began with you, our Member States, and the drive to respond
well to your demands in all aspects of the work we do. This required an opxichange of
information, and steps were taken to help channel your expectations and concerns to the
International Bureau of WIPO and, thereafter, to provide you with clear feedback.

“To do this, Iintroduced a series of informal consultations with detaggtboth
individually and with regional groups. The goal was to encourage an open@eotin
dialogue, particularly with a view to enhancing the Program and Budget process, to reflect to
the greatest extent possible your various needs and wishe$ as yaur vision for future
improvements in the Organization’s work and operating procedures. This has evolved into
the proposed consultation mechanism currently before you for approval.
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“To support this dialogue a prerequisite for any inclusive prese sweeping changes
were instituted within the Secretariat at the administrative and organizational levels. Among
these featured:

 a strategic, resulisased Program and Budget, allied to an enhanced, annual
Program Performance Report, with performaincicators;

» an enhanced office of Controller, bolstered by an Internal Audit and Oversight
Division (to support and constantly refine the resbdised management system), which
has, itself, been recently enhanced by the adoption of a WIPO InternalChadier and
the setting up of a new WIPO Audit Committee.

* and a contracts review structure that includes a Procurement and Contracts
Division and a Contracts Review Committee.

“These changes threw a spotlight on the Secretariat’'s accountability togalsan
sought to help you fulfill your own responsibility to assess the efficiency and effectiveness of
the Secretariat’s activities. Thefaaching and sometimes challenging changes that have
steadily moved us towards an organizational philosophylwdrered inclusion and
transparency, have resulted in a current program and budget that reflects as closely as possible
the wishes of Member States.

“The search for wider involvement continued in the substance of the Organization’s
work. The governance sitture was strengthened by four Standing Committemsthe Law
of Patents; on the Law of Trademarks, Industrial Designs and Geographical Indications
(SCT); on the Law of Copyright and Related Rights; and on Information Technalogies
designed to provielMember States with an effective means both of exchanging information
and of coordinating and prioritizing the work.

“Other fora enhancing the inclusive nature of the Organization’s approach have been set
up in response to expressed need, most recémilyerovisional Committee on Proposals
Related to a WIPO Development Agenda. The main challenge here is to bring clarity and
focus.

“Among other decisive steps forward has been the setting up of the WIPO Worldwide
Academy. The Academy has brought a mwwension to the drive for inclusion, reaching out
with specific programs for poliegnakers, intellectual property professionals, government
officials, academics and the business sector. It has also brought the intellectual property
message to the widerond, for example, through its rapidly expanding and diversifying
distance learning service. The first “cyber” course wertranin 1999. It was offered in
English and some 15Qudents signed up. This free general course on intellectual property is
now offered in seven languages and almost 7sd@@ents signed up for the last session.

New, feepaying courses are being added to the Academy’s distaaneng sectior

copyright and related rights in 2004, followed by electronic commerce and intellec
property, biotechnology and intellectual property as well as, jointly with the International
Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV), the international protection of
plant varieties. This month, the Academy held its first execiinggness program. Response
to the course was overwhelming and 50 participants from oveo@firies took part in a

highly successful twalay event in which they examined the role of intellectual property as a
strategic business tool and discussed hast foeintegrate it into their business strategies.
Building on the success of this first event, additional courses are planned.



Al42/14
pagelO

“This inclusive approach to substance continued through various initiatives to address
specific needs of individual Member &s; of certain groups of countries; and of the user
community. Cooperation with developing countries, for instance, focused on helping them to
customize their collaboration with the Organization. The wide range of activities in this area
included thadevelopment of nationally focused action plans, aimed at cagadlting and
office automation.

Special attention was brought to bear on areas of particular and evolving interest and
importance, such as traditional knowledge and traditional cultura¢esipns.; From the first
round of consultations and dialogue with traditional knowledge holders to the resulting
comprehensive draft studywhich was made available for comments botlim@mand in
worldwide consultations this most inclusive of debagained in pace and intensity, leading,
in 2001, to the setting up of the Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and
Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore (IGC). The Committee’s work has
been said to be a “unique blend ohgtical experience, legal materials and policy ideas” and
its spirit of inclusion has given rise to developments such as the accreditation of more than
120 NGOs representing local and indigenous groups and the setting up of a Voluntary Fund to
finance thai participation.

Other initiatives designed to address specific concerns included the creation of:

- the LeastDeveloped Countries initiative, which in addition to four global
ministerial events, has, through a series of regional, interregional andahatieetings,
collaborated with some 1,250 higanking and senior officials and professionals from
the LDCs since its inception;

- the Copyright Collective Management and Related Issues area, designed to boost
the work of the Organization in a specifiea of great economic and cultural interest
for all Member States;

- the Small and Mediur®ized Enterprises project, seeking to increase intellectual
property awareness within this sector, commonly held to be the “economic backbone”
of so many countriesthe aim is to extract the maximum benefit from information
technology, disseminating the message, networking and sharing information over the
Internet; an indication of the resulting success is thepg88ent increase in
subscriptions to the electromewsletter during the last biennium;

- the Enforcement and Special Projects Division, working closely with the
Advisory Committee on Enforcement, which had its inaugural meeting in June 2003;

- the Intellectual Property and New Technologies Divisiovingi support, in
particular, to developing countries and countries in transition in strengthening their
capacity for local development, management, and commercialization of intellectual
property as a national economic asset;

- and, most recently, the Ctee Industries Division.
“The overarching drive for inclusion also powered the work undertaken to facilitate

access by developing countries to information technology. This is of great importance in the
light of ongoing efforts both to strengthen intetleal property protection in the electronic
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environment and to use the power of digital technology to make the intellectual property
system cheaper and more efficient and user friendly. At the practical level, in addition to
providing Internet connectiwitto some 101ntellectual property offices and training some
260focal points, the Organization has contributed to the automationiofefi@ctual

property institutions and given assistance with automation to somw@unfries.

“While the Internet doma name processes helped set out the regulatory framework for
this system, the Organization also became involved, through its Arbitration and Mediation
Center, in providing a speedy, castective means of resolving domaiame conflicts
through the apptiation of the Uniform Dispute Resolution Policy (UDRP). The Center’'s
annual caseload has constantly grown and, last year, sapea@ht increase in filings over
the previous year. Now established as a leading global provider of UDRP services téne Cen
has dealt with parties from some 131 countries and handled over 9,000 cases since the first
case was filed in December 1999.

“Work in the copyright field continued moving forward on several fronts, from digital
rights management and licensing to tblke of the creative industries as major contributors to
national economic health. The most recent advance was the recommendation, currently
before you, for a diplomatic conference on the protection of broadcasting organizations.
Discussions had been bdsen a revised consolidated treaty text containing input from all
concerned participants.

“The setting up of World Intellectual Property Day (April 26) in 2001, helped heighten
awareness as did a new range of attractive information products designednoand
intrigue those who might not previously have heard of intellectual property. Increased efforts
were made to include children and young people in these outreach efforts, as they will fill that
vital pool of creativity and innovation from which theman race will draw for its future well
being.

“The WIPO website, which has recently been remodeled, also played an important role
in this area and, as language is a vital element of inclusion, the site was quickly made
available in all official WIPO laguages. The website facilitates access not only to important
general information, such as the texts of the WIPO treaties, but also to more specialized data,
often with considerable valtedded, such as the searchable intellectual property digital
libraries, which include databases of applications and registrations under the Hague, Madrid
and PCT systems. Other key tools include the Collection of Laws for Electronic Access
(CLEA). This database went-dine in September 1999 with information on the iletetual
property legislation of som&5 countries; it now contains legislative information on over
120countries.

“The Organization’s openness to dialogue bore many fruits, including greater and more
interactive participation of intergovernmental and-gorernmental organizations in WIPO
meetings. Increased interest in the Organization and its work is illustrated by the growing
number of requests for visits and briefings; the last biennium saw songedlf3,
representing over 3,7qgersons, receiveegeral and specialized information on WIPO and its
work.

“The Organization also reached out to intellectual property users, seeking to provide
them with the finest services possible. Effective inclusion is achieved through increasing
accessibility and ducing barriers such as cost. Great efforts have, therefore, been made to
make filing and registration easier, cheaper and more efficient for users of WIPO services.
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Two substantial IT projects were launched with these goals in mind. One of thestsprojec
has resulted in full, Hnouse automation for the handling of PCT applications and
publications; and the PCFAFE project allows offine filing of PCTapplications. This

facility was greeted with great enthusiasm and, since 2005, less than 50 ér cent
applications have been filed in paper form only. The continued and strong increase in PCT
use is a reflection of the user community’s confidence in the system and a recognition of its
efficiency and cost effectiveness (since 1997, for example, PG h&e been reduced by
some 45ercent; and in 2004, a fee reduction ofpécent was extended to applicants from
leastdeveloped countries (LDCs). The last biennium saw an increase in PCT filings of more
than 14percent over the previous bienniung, aell as an upsurge of activity from

developing countries, with a 4®rcent increase in filings in that period over the previous
biennium.

“The push towards inclusion is also seen in the trademark area, with such positive
recent developments as theraauction of a 90 per cent fee reduction for ledsteloped
countries (LDCs) under the Madrid system; the introduction of a weekly, electronic edition of
the WIPO Gazette of International Marks; and a new service allowHligeorenewal of
internation&registrations, all of which further reduce costs and increase efficiency. This
should further increase the use of the system, which already sapeacght increase in
registrations in the last biennium over the previous one.

“Other significant dev@pments in the trademarks field, that helped widen its appeal,
include the introduction of Spanish as a working language of the Madrid Protocol and the
accession to the Protocol of the United States of America and the European Community as
well as the addjon, following the successful holding of this year's Singapore Diplomatic
Conference, of the Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks, aligning the Trademark Law
Treaty with the technological developments of the last decade.

“The Organization continuedith its work in the development of international
intellectual property norms, helping to ensure a strong, efficient, stable framework on which
nationals of Member States can rely in protecting and commercializing their intellectual
property assets. In didion to the Singapore Treaty, other notable events in this field have
been the entry into force of the-salled WIPO Internet treaties and the adoption of the Patent
Law Treaty and of the new Act of the Hague Agreement.

“Distinguished delegates, one aseire of our success as an inclusive Organization may
be seen in the increase in the membership of the various WIPO treaties in the last nine years.
This has included 18 new members of the WIPO Convention; 26 new members of the Paris
Convention; 3mewmembers of the Berne Convention; 39 new members of the PCT (of the
current membership, Géercent are developing countries); and 46 new members of the
Madrid Protocol.

“Inclusion has been a goal not only for relations between the Secretariat, Meatbsr St
and the outside world but also within the Secretariat itself. A restructured Human Resources
Management Department quickly put in place new bodies to deal with specific staff needs.
These included the ithouse Medical Unit, the Staff Development (88t and the Staff
Welfare Unit. The internal justice system has also been extensively expanded and updated,
and, in addition to the post of Ombudsman, includes a Joint Grievance Panel and a Rebuttal
Panel.
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“The importance given to inclusion can alsoseen in the composition of the
Secretariat itself. In 1998, its 690 staff members came from some 71 countries; today, we
have some 890 staff members from some 94 countries.

“Office accommodation for WIPO staff has been high on the agenda duringtthe las
several years. Following approval of the purchase of a plot for a new headquarters extension
in 1998, an architectural competition resulted in a design for a new building, construction of
which, it is planned, will restart in 2007. The purchase anovigion of the new annex
building has already allowed a sizable part of the employee body, housed in various offices
around Geneva, to be relocated close to the main building.

“I have spent the last nine years working to turn the vision of an inclusive,
forwardlooking Organization into a reality. Over that time, WIPO has grown immensely in
size and greatly expanded the substance it deals with. The workload has increased and the
range of its activities expanded. The Organization is now better knowihyettperts and
non-experts. The work in achieving this has been stimulating, often challenging, but always
rewarding. The Secretariat has been under pressure, particularly in some areas, where
demands have increased, where timeframes have decreadegteember States’
priorities have differed.

“After these productive years of foundatibnilding, it is time to consolidate and unify
our activities to reap the benefits of these investments for the future. To do so, we must be
clear about our commorriprities and goals and also supportive of our individual needs and
specific problems and constraints. We must pool our strengths and ambitions and work
towards clear, weltlefined objectives, with confidence and enthusiasm.

“Distinguished delegates ani@gar friends, as we begin a week of intensive work, we are
all mindful of the challenges which the Member States and the Organization face today.
Namely, how to preserve the success of the past and the institutional strength of our great
Organization. Abw me to appeal to all Member States to show understanding of each
other’s positions, to preserve the multilateral dialogue, to keep channels of communication
open at all times. And when the time comes to accommodate each other, to be ready to
compromise Everyone will and must gain from this process, but no one party or side can
hope to gain all at the expense of the other. We must strive foraiwsituation.

“The solution therefore, dear friends, is in inclusion and empowerment, with mutual
respet for our rich diversity. We will not find solutions through any nestluth
confrontation but rather through goodwill, commitment and cooperation among us all.

“We rely on you to applaud us when we prevail; correct us when we fail. But more
than thatlet us all recognize that this Organization has clearly made positive and important
progress and impact in achieving our objectives.

“This Organization has crafted programs of benefit to all nations; it is a-aladd
provider of intellectual propertservices; and the main global intellectual property
normsetting body. It must seek not only to maintain but to advance and strengthen that
position and to inspire for future generations a genuine, inclusivegveelhded intellectual
property culture

“Thank you very much for your attention.”
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ITEM 2 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGENDA:
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
9. After due consideration, each of the Assemblies and other bodies concerned
adopted its agenda as proposed in document A/42/1 Provedngieer referred to in

this document and in the documents listed in paragraph 2 above as “ the Consolidated
Agenda”).

ITEM 3 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGENDA:

ELECTION OF THE OFFICERS

10. Consideration of this item was based on document A/421IIRiEV.

11. The following officers of the WIPO Coordination Committee, the Paris Union
Executive Committee and the Berne Union Executive Committee, were elected on
SeptembeR7, 2006:

for the WIPO Coordination Committee
Chair: Muktar Djumalie\(Kyrgyzstan)
Vice-Chair: Maximiliano Santa Cruz (Chile)
Vice-Chair: Zigids Aumeisters (Latvia)

for the Paris Union Executive Committee

Chair: Jorge Amigo Castafnedilexico)

Vice-Chair: Paul E. Salmon (United States of America)
Vice-Chair: Li Dongsheng (China)

for the Berne Union Executive Committee:
Chair: James Otien@dek (Kenya)

Vice-Chair: Mikhail Faleev (Russian Federation)
Vice-Chair: Josip Pervan (Croatia)

12. The list of the officers for the Assemblies and other bodies appears in document
A/4A2/INF/A4.

ITEM 4 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AENDA:

PROGRAM PERFORMANCE REPORT FOR THE 262405 BIENNIUM; PROGRAM

IMPLEMENTATION OVERVIEW: JANUARY 1 TO JUNE 30, 2006

13. Discussions were based on documents A/42/2, Al42/3, Al42/8, Al42/12 and A/42/13,
respectively.
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14. The Delgations and Representatives of the following 106 States, one Entity, six
Intergovernmental Organizations and 15 Maovernmental Organizations made statements
concerning Agenda Item 4: Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan,
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada, Central African Republic,
Chad, Chile, China, Comores, Congo, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cabah Republic,

Democratic Peple’s Republic of Korea, Democratic Republic of Congo, Denmark,
DominicanRepublic, Egypt, Ecuador, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Finland, Germany, Ghana,
Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Haiti, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of),
Israel, Italy Japan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malaysia,
Mauritania, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Nepal, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway,
Pakistan, Papudew Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Republic of Korea,
Repulic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines, Serbia, Seychelles, Singapore, SlovakiaABimathSri

Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, Syab Republic, Thailand, Thiarmer
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda,
Ukraine, UnitedRepublic of Tanzania, United States of America, Uruguay, Nash,

Zambia, Zimbabwe, Palestin&frican Intellectual Property Organizati¢g®@API),
AfricanRegional Intellectual Property Organizati@xRIPO), African Union (AU),

Commission of the European Communities (CEC), Eurasian Patent Organization (EAPQO),
World Bank,Asociacion Latinoamericana De Industrias Farmacéuticas (ALIFAR),

Asociacion Nacional de IntérpretedANDI), Association pour la promotion de la propriété
intellectuelle en Afrique (APPIA), Civil Society Coalition(CSC),Consumers International

(CI), Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFMBlectronic Information For Libraries (EIFL),
European Broadcasting Union (EBUjundacdo Getulio Vargas (FGV), German Association

for Industrial Property and Copyright (GRUR)stitute for Policy Innovation (IPI),

International Federation of Film Producers Associat{&m&PF), International Federatiori 0
Library Associations (IFLA)JP JusticeNorth American Broadcasters Association (NABA)

15. As part of their statements, Delegations paid tribute to the outgoing Deputy Directors
General, Ms. Hayes and Mr. Yu, praising their dedication ardivaark, and welcomed the
incoming members to the WIPO Senior Management TeanSabharwal, Mr. Keplinger,

Mr. Onyeama and Ms. Wang. Delegations also praised the Chairman for his dedication and
ability to skillfully conduct the debates during the Assaa®l

16. The Delegation of Switzerland, on behalf of Group B, thanked the Secretariat for its
work in preparing the Assemblies. It stated that Group B believed that WIPO was an
important international institution and that the Group tookangtmterest in WIPO'’s core
programs, particularly the PCT, the Hague Union, the Madrid Union, and Mediation and
Arbitration services, but that the interest in WIPO and IP was much broader than that, since IP
was increasingly recognized as an integral tooeconomic and social development and a
key underlying condition for the achievement of many of the Millennium Development
Goals. The Delegation further stated that in the past year Group B had engaged
constructively and showed flexibility in many aseaf the work of the Organization, in order

to find realistic and workable solutions in the interest of all WIPO Members. Group B
therefore deeply regretted that it was not always possible to come to concrete results on
important issues, such as the hanmation of patent law and the development agenda, but it
was nevertheless the Group’s goal to bring all key processes forward within WIPO. The
Delegation noted the positive outcome of the Diplomatic Conference for the Adoption of a
Revised Trademark LaWwreaty and the constructive spirit during that Conference, and it
encouraged Member States to continue to work with the same spirit during the Assemblies
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and the coming year. The Delegation stressed that Group B was deeply disappointed by the
lack of resits at the last informal session of the SCP, but stated that the Group continued to
believe that a limited work plan for the SCP was the way forward and remained committed to
establishing such a plan, as it was in the interest of all stakeholders to entipeayuality of
patents, reduce the duplication of work of Patent Offices, make the patent system more
accessible and establish more consistent examination standards. Therefore, patent issues had
to remain a top priority for WIPO and its Member Stat@soup B therefore also appreciated
that practical measures might be implemented in the future, such as the establishment of a
digital access service for priority documents, and hence supported to explore that proposal
further taking into account its finaia¢ implications. The Delegation furthermore stressed

that Group B believed that IP had a positive role to play for development and supported
strengthening WIPO’s development dimension. Group B therefore regretted the lack of
outcome of the two PCDA sesss, despite serious efforts, but noted that the door was still
open for further constructive discussions and it believed that the compromise proposal
presented by the Chairman of the PCDA was a very workable and balanced solution
combining content and pcess, the linkage of which was essential for Group B regarding all
further work in this regard. The Delegation also stressed the importance attached by Group B
to the work of the IGC and the progress made by the Committee on the questions of TK,
folklore and genetic resources, and stated that Group B would continue to engage
constructively in the future work of the Committee. The Delegation applauded the positive
outcome of the Diplomatic Conference on the Revision of the Trademark Law Treaty, but
notedthat important works were still ongoing in the field of trademarks, especially in the
Madrid system. The Madrid system was increasingly relevant, and Group B therefore
supported the continuation of the ad hoc working group on the legal development of the
system. Concerning the SCCR, Group B appreciated its work, and strongly supported the
developments and eventual conclusion of a treaty on broadcaster’s rights. With regard to
the work by the Advisory Committee on Enforcement, the Delegation notedvuaress

raising and education about the benefits of IP rights and the need for their enforcement were
important issues for all WIPO Members, and Group B looked forward to the next session of
the Committee in order to exchange views on coordination argecaimon at the

international, regional and national level. The Delegation also expressed Group B’s
satisfaction with the PBC’s work in the past year, and noted that the proposed new
mechanism to further involve Member States in the preparation and igtl@fthe program

and budget was a major step forward. Group B therefore recommended the adoption of the
new mechanism and a review of progress of its implementation at the next General Assembly.
The Delegation further thanked the Secretariat for tfeenmation on the implementation of

the recommendations of the JIU, and looked forward to a confirmation by the JIU of the
effectiveness of the actions taken. The Delegation noted the updated information concerning
the deskio-desk review of human and fineial resources, which Group B considered a task

of high priority, and stated that to be credible the review must include top management.
Concerning the comprehensive review of WIPO human resources policies and practices, the
Delegation welcomed the upddtinformation and noted that the de¢slidesk assessment

would be a key source of information and orientation for that review. As regards the WIPO
Audit Committee, the Delegation encouraged its Members to continue their work and to
actively seek dialogueith Member States, while it acknowledged that the mandate and
resources of the Committee needed to be reviewed and improved in the near future. In this
regard, Group B believed that the Audit Committee should be represented at the WIPO
Assemblies. GrquB had also taken due note of the comments made by the Internal Auditor
in document A/42/8, and the Group was convinced that sufficient resources were essential to
enable WIPO'’s Internal Audit and Oversight Division (IAOD) to fulfill its mandate in
accordnce with the WIPO Internal Audit Charter. The Delegation also recalled Group B’s
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support for the strengthening of IAOD through the recruitment of a Director and two officers,
and expected their appointment without delay, after which an update of IA@&ds should

be undertaken. In this regard, Group B requested the Audit Committee, at its earliest
opportunity, to review and confirm the appropriate charter, structure and resources needed for
effective internal audit and oversight in WIPO, and noted@mnatip B remained committed

to the careful consideration of the adequate resourcing of IAOD. In concluding, the
Delegation assured Member States that Group B would continue to engage constructively in
the discussions during the Assemblies.

17. The Delegation of Croatia, on behalf of the Group of Central European and Baltic
States, underlined the importance of WIPO as the key international body dealing with IP. It
noted that the growing awareness of the importance of innovation, protectioxpéwithéon

of IP meant increasing importance of the work of WIPO and its different bodies. The
Delegation urged WIPO to seize this opportunity and to alert key international stakeholders of
the need to increase IP awareness and understanding, astoétitassify its work on the
integration of IP in national development policies and programs in conjunction with the work
to progressively develop international IP law, which would significantly contribute to wider
acceptance of IP standards and at theesame bring the Organization closer to attaining its
strategic goals within the UN system. WIPO should also continuously strive to improve the
guality of its services in respect of the PCT, Madrid, Hague and Lisbon systems in order to
enhance the attraceness and user friendliness of those systems for clients and offices. The
Delegation further noted the great efforts that had been made in streamlining the work of the
Organization and various measures undertaken in order to achieve better finaripialalisc

and to strengthen control and management of WIPO, as described in the presented meeting
documents. However, the Group believed that despite the work done in the past year, efforts
should continue to enable WIPO to reach its strategic goal of gefatezncy of

management and administrative support processes. The Delegation applauded the successful
outcome of the Diplomatic Conference for the Adoption of the Revised Trademark Law
Treaty, and noted that the same constructive spirit had enableddvi8taltes to reach

agreement on the nominations for the new DDG and ADG positions within the framework of
the Coordination Committee. The Delegation endorsed and welcomed the decisions of the
PBC, especially on the proposal on a new mechanism to funthidvé Member States in the
preparation and follow up of the Program and Budget. The Delegation also noted that the
decision reached during the last session of the SCCR to launch a diplomatic conference to
update the rights of broadcasting organizatioas &milestone, and hoped for further

consensus on the most important issues, so that a successful outcome could be reached at the
conference. On the other hand, the Delegation pointed out that significant difficulties still
existed, reflected in the laak progress of negotiations concerning the development agenda,
the IGC and SCP. The outstanding issues were intrinsically connected, and therefore the
Group believed that a consistent and pragmatic approach would be needed in the future work
within the espective Committees. The Delegation further welcomed WIPQO'’s assistance to
countries within the Group, in cooperation with the EU, EPO and other international
organizations, in raising IP standards and helping to realize the potential benefits ofactive |
protection, and urged WIPO to continue its support. In this regard, the Delegation particularly
highlighted the seminars on Strategic Use of IP for Economic and Social Development.
Besides obvious benefits to the local and regional scientific commgoigrnment

institutions, NGOs and SMEs, the seminars had been particularly helpful to the diplomats
from the Group. The seminars had helped understand better the different challenges countries
are facing in implementing the IP in their everyday life aghthway of development.

Therefore, the Delegation believed that it would be useful to continue the practice of holding
such seminars and to involve diplomats that were covering the agenda in Geneva. In this
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context, the Delegation was looking forwarchtmminating in the future equal number of
diplomats as other Regional Groups to take part in the WIPO seminars. In addition, the
Delegation pointed out that countries of the Group had an excellent profile regarding the
protection of IP and adherence te tielevant international Agreements and Conventions
administered by WIPO. The Group also played an active and constructive role in the ongoing
negotiations within WIPO which, unfortunately, had not been appropriately reflected and
recognized when it cante participating in the administration of the Organization. In this
context, the Group felt that its candidates had been marginalized when appointing the
principal officers in the WIPO structure. For instance, among 15 positions in the
organizational scheenof the administrative structure there was not one single officer from the
countries of the region. Among 86 positions from the list of “WIPO Principal Officers” there
were only three representatives from the region. Moreover, out of 890 WIPO staferagemb
only 17 originated from the Group of Central European and Baltic States, and none of the
DDG and ADG positions reflected the existence of the Group. Therefore, the Group expected
that future decisions regarding the nomination of WIPO staff memhei$ |@vels, would

take due account of regional distribution. Lastly, the Delegation hoped for a positive outcome
of the Assemblies reflecting the interest of all countries, and a consensus among Member
States during the next year to ensure that progasds be made to overcome outstanding

issues in various WIPO fora.

18. The Delegation of Indonesia, on behalf of the Asian Group, thanked the Director
General for his presentation which would be instrumental in extending the scope of IP for the
benefit of a large number of developing countries, through the promotion of an IP culture as a
key vector of economic, cultural and social development. The Delegation believed that, in
today’s rapidly changing world, WIPO could be expected to demongatee in assisting
Member States to pursue and achieve their development, and in order to hasten this process, it
urged WIPO to continue to adapt to the various needs and characteristics of its Member
States. To this end, the Delegation assured WIP®eofAsian Group’s continuous support in

its efforts to become a more efficient and effective Organization, especially in the context of
the ongoing UN reform process. The Delegatiecamgphasized that WIPO'’s technical

assistance program should continoidé provided on a demauwkiven basis whilst balancing

the respective interests of all stakeholders, and that the program should aim at developing and
improving the institutional capacity of Member States with a view to enabling them to meet
the requiremets of the IP system with their respective development aspiration. The
Delegation also reiterated that the mainstreaming of the development agenda in WIPO
represented the fundamental position of the Asian Group, and stressed that the inability of the
PCDAto reach consensus on concrete outcomes should not lead to the end of the process. In
this context, it noted that despite divergences of views, many delegations had expressed their
strong willingness to continue the process, and the Delegation thesetorgly

recommended that the General Assembly explore all possible modalities to this end, including
renewing the mandate of the PCDA while providing clear and workable guidance to ensure
the mainstreaming of the development agenda. In this procegsigimeGroup was ready to

work with other Member States and to play a constructive role in reaching consensus on the
way forward. Concerning the outcome of th& $8ssion of the SCCR, the Delegation took

note of the recommendation to convene a Diplonfatioference on the Treaty on the

Protection of Broadcasting Organizations, to be held from July 11 to August 2, 2007. In order
to ensure a successful outcome of the Diplomatic Conference, the Delegation underlined the
importance of convening a twaay speial meeting in January 2007, and requested the

General Assembly to mandate such a meeting to achieve consensus on some outstanding
issues. The Delegation also suggested that the General Assembly provide clear instructions
that would serve as guidelinesdaworking method for that meeting. On the issue of the
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SPLT, the Delegation maintained that negotiations in the SCP should be carried out in a
balanced and inclusive manner, as the Asian Group was of the view that harmonization should
take into accounti interest and concerns of all Member States. It was essential that
improvements of the patent system would contribute to the promotion of technological
innovation, to the transfer and dissemination of technology, as well as to the creation of social
andeconomic welfare. The Delegation was supportive of a balanced and equitable
international patent system that reflected the interests of all Member States and was respectful
of the public policy objectives and policy space of developing countries. Qongéne

current work of the IGC, the Delegation reiterated the Asian Group’s appreciation for the

work accomplished by the Committee. The Group was of the opinion that the IGC should
build on its past achievements to ensure tangible outcomes and tGaintineittee should
concentrate its work on all issues in relevant documents under discussion, in its integrity.
Regarding the management of WIPO, the Delegation stressed the importance of equitable
geographical distribution and gender balance at the maaklgeel, as the Group believed

that it would be in the interest of all in order to ensure that Member States’ concerns were
reflected in WIPO’s work. Lastly, the Delegation extended the Group’s thanks to the two
outgoing Deputy Director Generals, anoked forward to working with the incoming new
management team which it hoped would bring about increased good governance,
transparency and accountability in all of WIPO’s work taking due account of the views of all
Member States and other stakeholders.

19. The Delegation of Nigeria, on behalf of the African Group, commended the Director
General for his leadership and efforts to promote a culture of IP as a tool for development
world wide, and the strategic use of IP assets for economic develp@sgecially in

developing and least developed countries. The Delegation also thanked the Director General
for his opening statement, and stated that the African Group shared his vision and had
participated in the processes of the Organization in arcmtise way. In this context, the
Delegation underlined the Group’s active involvement in the adoption and implementation of
the recommendations of the JIU, and noted that measures such as the establishment of the
WIPO Audit Committee, the adoption of tdélPO’s Internal Audit Charter, the involvement

of Member States in the preparation and follapvof WIPO'’s program and budget, the
engagement of outside consultants to oversee the construction of the new WIPO
Headquarters, had all received the Group’sdupport, as it believed in adequate oversight
functions and the need for accountability, transparency and best practice. However, the
Delegation also stressed the necessity of allowing officials elected or appointed by Member
States to discharge theurfctions without undue pressure being mounted on them, and noted
that the oversight mechanisms should not be another way of-mamaging the

organization, nor a way of limiting the development assistance to developing countries. The
Delegation also refeed to the desko-desk review, and stated that although the Group shared
the objectives of this exercise, it should not restrict the ability of the Organization to exercise
its statutory functions, nor should it affect the moral and motivation of staf. Delegation
therefore believed that the deskdesk review should be conducted in two phases, the first
involving the appraisal of the situation regarding-p@mmanent staff by the Secretariat,
including the internal audit function, for positionstopghe P4 level, and by the external

auditor and the WIPO Audit Committee for senior management positions. The Delegation
further underscored the African Group’s appreciation to WIPO for organizing regional
seminars on the strategic use of IP for sogidl @conomic development, which it considered

a useful initiative to be continued, and it urged WIPO to allocate additional resources to the
program to enable an increased participation of developing and least developed countries.
Concerning the overall iplementation of the Program and Budget for 280805, the

Delegation highlighted the cooperation for development programs and activities carried out,
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such as on national IP audits, promotion and protection of geographical indications in Africa,
the AFRICOSSoftware, the protection and exploration of African inventions related to
traditional medicines, and regional instruments on TK and Expressions of Folklore. The
Delegation also expressed the Group’s appreciation for the automation of several industrial
property Offices in the region, and noted WIPQO’s active engagement with African States
within the framework of the Quadripartite Agreement. Concerning the establishment of a
Development Agenda for WIPO, the Delegation recalled the comprehensive program of
action submitted by the African Group, which took into account the situation in Africa, and

the developmental goals set out in the Millennium Development Goals, the NEPAD Plan of
Action, the World Summit on the Information Society, the Doha Summit Deidarand

other international initiatives. It stressed that the WIPO Development Agenda was the highest
priority of the African Group, and that Member States should actualize it without further

delay, showing flexibility and good will. In this regard, thigican Group recommended

that: the General Assembly renew the mandate of the PCDA with a practical work program
and targets to achieve, including a time frame for completion of its work; the PCDA should
hold three fiveday sessions in 2007 devoted tdiscussion of substantive issues to produce a
balanced set of recommendations, including for technical assistance and issues such as norm
setting; WIPO should sponsor the participation of the existing aggregate of 111 proposals
with a view to their ratioalization in order to address them effectively; a new approach be
adopted for phased implementation of the proposals taking into consideration the
administrative and financial imperatives; and the WIPO Secretariat should present Member
States with diffeent options regarding implementation of the various proposals particularly,
norm setting and impact assessments. Regarding the IGC, the Delegation reiterated the
importance attached by the African Group to the process and a speedy outcome, and stated
thatthe discussion on substantive provisions should proceed in order to define the legal
essence of the required protection, as individual national legislation was not enough to offer
adequate protection. The Group was therefore concerned with the sloof paxk in the

IGC and it urged the Committee to finalize the process of adoption of a legally binding
international instrument without further delay. The Delegation also called upon the General
Assembly to integrate all useful and practical commentperubsals made during the last

IGC into the existing documents in order to present balanced bases for future agreement, and
noted that this process should logically lead to the convening of a diplomatic conference.
Concerning the SCP/SPLT, the Group whthe view that the process needed reinvigoration

by developing a new work program, and to this end, another open forum should be held where
substantive issues could be discussed in detail and recommendations made. On the protection
of broadcasting orgamations, the Group reiterated that web casting and simulcasting should
not feature in the draft basic proposal, and that the proposal should adequately protect the
public interest by the inclusion of safeguards, exceptions and limitations. Also, Member
States should continue their discussions on substantive matters in-tgloviormal and

formal meetings. As regards enforcement, the Delegation said that the African Group was of
the view that the focus of developing countries should be on copyrightec®itmg and

piracy within the context of creative industries, and it requested WIPO to intensify its work in
increasing public awareness on combating piracy and other unauthorized copying of protected
works. The Delegation concluded by stating that&fieean Group would participate in the
Assemblies with a positive mind and constructive spirit to ensure successful outcomes.

20. The Delegation of Kyrgyzstan, on behalf of the Grougentral Asia, the Caucasus

and Eastern European Statiesrked the Director General for his opening statement and the
Secretariat for the well prepared documents. The Group welcomed the assistance to countries
in the region, but was concerned about the proportion of such assistance provided to Members
of the Grow. The Delegation expressed its satisfaction with the results of the Singapore



Al42/14
page21l

Diplomatic Conference and the adoption of the revised Singapore Treaty on the Law of
Trademarks, which was a significant event in the life of the Organization. It noted the
usdulness of the work of the SCP and the open forum in March 2006, which had led to a
constructive exchange of views. The Group hoped that the dialogue would continue to
harmonize approaches in this area. The Delegation then stressed that the defitligon of
contribution of WIPO to economic and social development was a priority to the Group, and
noted that the Group had actively participated in the two sessions of the PCDA. The
Delegation also noted the importance of the work done on improving the meeragd

WIPO and the internal audit office, and welcomed the work of the WIPO Audit Committee.
It also supported the recommendations of the Joint Inspection Unit to the Secretariat, and
stressed the importance of implementing those recommendations roifipdl Delegation
finally hoped that the Secretariat would continue its efforts to extend its use of Russian in the
work of the Organization, including in WIPO publications, and noted that it would like to see
greater translation into Russian of WIPO doeunts.

21. The Delegation of China thanked the Director General for his opening statement and the
Secretariat for the presented documents, and hoped that the Assemblies would result in
furthering deliberations on key issues, as well as in enhgieommon understanding and
reducing differences, thus laying down a sound basis for future discussions on various
important issues. The Delegation expressed its satisfaction that programs had been carried
out in accordance with the 20@807 Program anBudget. It considered the objectives and
expectations by Member States as corner stones of all WIPO initiatives and activities, and
observed that WIPO continued to have an important role to play in promoting the use of the
IP systenfor national benefiteind in assisting nations to take full advantage of IP for
development. The Delegation continued that due to the increased globalization of the world’s
economy, the development of all countries, especially developing countries, had a bearing on
global deveopment and prosperity. It suggested that in WIPO utilize its limited resources in

a rational way in assisting developing countries in using the IP system. The Delegation
stressed the need to balance IP protection and public interests by adaptingdfoprot

standards to the specific situations of developing countries. The Delegation was of the
opinion that the omgoing discussions on the WIPO development agenda would not only have
a farreaching influence on the future of developing countries, bottesefit developed

countries whose interests were interwoven with developing ones. It observed that several
meetings on this topic had already been held under the framework of IIM and PCDA, but
regretted that no substantial progress had been achievtbérefore called upon all

interested parties to constructively continue the discussion on the basis of existing proposals
and stated that it would support the establishment of a working group which could be used as
a standing forum to conduct furtherdites on, and identify solutions to, developmexated
problems. The Delegation believed that this would facilitate active and candid exchange of
views and opinions among interested parties, and help them seek common grounds while
reserving differencesithe discussions on relevant issues. The Delegation reaffirmed its
support to the work of the IGC and stressed the importance to developing countries of
comprehensive protection of genetic resources, TK and folklore, and looked forward to reach
a prelimnary consensus on the possible conclusion of a binding international treaty on this
subject. Commenting on IP norsetting, the Delegation observed that for historical and
practical reasons, developing countries and LDCs were facing social and economic
difficulties, and that increasingly enhanced IP protection standards would only add to their
difficulties and make it practically impossible for them to comply with those standards.
According to the Delegation, the key to successful reetting would be tatrike a

reasonable balance between the protection of-higliters and public interests by taking into
consideration the realities and development levels of all countries and ensuring that the cost of
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IP protection would not surpass its benefits. Thie@aion also reiterated its firm

commitment to protection of IP rights in the country. It stated that development and
improvement of the IP system @hinawere not only necessary to its further openiipg

process, but also an intrinsic demand from g socieeconomic progress. It highlighted

the launch of a series of measures by the Government to strengthen IP protection, which had
resulted in equal importance being given to IP protection and national innovation strategies,
strengthened enforcemeatgreater number of IP awareneaising activities, as well as
enhanced awareness of IP protection among consumers, enterprises and relevant institutions.
The Delegation assured Member States of the continuous support and active participation of
China inthe work of the Assemblies and other WIPO committees. It also paid tribute to the
outgoing Deputy Directors General and looked forward to cooperate with the new
management team. Regarding HengK ongSpecialAdministrativeRegion(Hong Kong

SAR), theDelegation noted th#tte copyright policy environment of Hong Kong had been
changing rapidly, which had resulted in a major legislative exercise to refine the copyright
framework. Various stakeholders would also be consulted in the near future aboightopyr
protection in the digital environment to ensure an appropriate balance of interests between
owners and users. The Delegation also reported on the IP Department’s electronic services,
which had developed from online search, filing, payment and ptibhcaf trademarks,

patents and designs, into an instantaneous service, meaning that owners of registered rights
could go online and directly change records relating to their rights. Lastly, the Delegation
highlighted the ongoing public IP education peargs, which last year had been expanded to
include an antinternet piracy youth project.

22. The Delegation of Singapore, speaking on behalf of the Association of South East Asian
Nations (ASEAN) thanked the Director General for his comprehermgening statement and

the WIPO Secretariat for the presented documents. It underscored the importance that IP was
playing for economic, social and cultural development, noting that WIPO must continue to
focus on the development of balanced internatitihd&ws, responsive to the emerging needs
and taking into account the different levels of national development. The Delegation
highlighted the increasing recognition of the IP generated by universities and research
institutes within ASEAN, as well as tlmportance of ASEAN'’s rich TK and genetic

resources- these being among the key factors underlying the mutually beneficial partnership
between ASEAN and WIPO, which had intensified in activities and scope. The Delegation
noted that WIPO had carried owinse 40 missions in the ASEAN region in the last year on a
range of issues such as: assisting in the formulation of IP policies and strategies,
strengthening IP infrastructures, and enforcement. In this regard, the Delegation stated that
ASEAN is keen tdurther enhance the qualitative aspects of IP cooperation with WIPO, in
order to build on the achievements of past programs and activities, and added that ASEAN’s
priorities included: strengthening national IP legal infrastructure and institutional teagaci
provision of technical and legal advice; assistance in the full integration of IP into national
economic, social and cultural policies; building IP awareness; and use of IP to protect TK
and folklore. The Delegation highlighted the institutionallinkages between the two
organizations, such as the annual consultation between the Director General and ASEAN
Ambassadors, and consultations between WIPO and the ASEAN Working Group on
Intellectual Property Cooperation. In this regard, the Delegatioousnted the successful
conclusion of two studies initiated after tH&@nsultation on the feasibility of establishing a
network of IP business development services hubs in ASEAN and the compilation of
guidelines and directions in the area of IP porfoianagement. The studies would

contribute to fulfilling the objectives of the ASEAN Intellectual Property Rights Action Plan
20042010. The Delegation mentioned that ASEAN was also benefiting from the WIPO
Singapore office. These institutional linkage®l regular interactions between ASEAN and
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WIPO helped to keep WIRASEAN activities relevant and forward looking, and allowed for
discussion of developments in major areas of the work of WIPO. The Delegation
acknowledged WIPQ'’s contribution through ceogtion and assistance to ASEAN’s

progress, on which ASEAN would continue to build. The Delegation stated that ASEAN was
conscious of the important changes taking place in the global economy and of the need to take
stock of such changes to understand hHoey would affect ASEAN’s IP strategies. In this

regard, the Delegation stated that ASEAN would continue to work closely with WIPO in
shaping the international IP framework, taking into account the specific needs and
circumstances of WIPO'’s diverse memlbgps

23. The Delegation of Finland, speaking on behalf of the European Community (EC), its
25Member States and the acceding states of Bulgaria and Romania, stated its commitment to
make progress on the issues before the Assemblies and eglitésagupport for the

development of the international IP system. The Delegation was pleased with the adoption of
the Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks since it proved WIPQO's ability to achieve
concrete results, and regretted the lack of prognessme other areas. The Delegation took

note that the work towards a WIPO Treaty on the Rights of Broadcasting Organizations had
progressed and looked forward to a decision on the convening of a diplomatic conference to
be held next year. Finally, tli#elegation announced that the EC was about to adhere to the
Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement, noting that this should provide benefits for the
applicants and holders of design registrations in terms of simpler procedure and cost savings.

24. The Representative of Benin, speaking on behalf of the group of Least Developed
Countries (LDCs), deplored the fact that LDCs were not benefiting more from the rapid
progress in the global economy and from the liberalization of policies resulting from that
progress. Such changes concerned not only new technologies, but also new management
techniques, resulting in transformations in the relations between business, industry and
science. Those technological changes had completely transformed internatiooaliecon
relations by creating new commercial trends and through the emergence of new intellectual
property rights. For the LDCs, 2006 marked the-terth review of the Programme of

Action adopted at the Third United Nations Conference on the Least Devélopatties,

held in Brussels in May 2001. The Representative was satisfied with the multifaceted
assistance that WIPO had been providing continuously since that date. The Organization had
drawn up and presented a sediased report on the activities cadiout on the initiative of

the Director General or in response to ministerial decisions. In that context, in June 2006, the
Organization had presented the report to the Ministerial Conference of the Least Developed
Countries, held in Cotonou, and alsdlie meeting of the United Nations General Assembly,
held in New York on September 18 and 19, 2006. In Cotonou, the Ministerial Conference
had identified a clear strategy, and had formulated specific recommendations for LDCs, on
the inclusion of intellectal property in their national development strategies, with the
assistance of the Organization and other partners. Moreover, given that 45 of the world’s

50 LDCs were members of WIPO, the Representative was convinced that those 45 countries
could use intéectual property as a powerful tool in the fight against poverty, in view of its
beneficial impact on economic growth, their integration in the global market and job creation.
The progress WIPO had made in favor of LDCs was particularly appreciatedakgtsdP
capacitybuilding activities its assistance to intellectual property offices in order to modernize
their infrastructures; its assistance to small and mediaed enterprises (SMEs), and the
training of focal points for the benefit of Memlf&tate governments, for SMESs, business
councils, entrepreneurs and inventors; its assistance in the creation of bodies for the
protection of the rights of artists, authors and composers to benefit from their creative
activities, and its specific studiesrducted in order better to define the folklore and
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traditional knowledge sector. Moreover, at the Diplomatic Conference for the Adoption of a
Revised Trademark Law Treaty (TLT), held in Singapore, a resolution had recognized special
and differentiated tement for LDCs in terms of its implementation, with regard to the

technical assistance to be provided to them. The Representative commended all of the actions
that would be carried out jointly by the Organization and its various partners in order to make
intellectual property a development tool. Finally, the Representative of Benin supported the
statement made by the Representative of Nigeria on behalf of the African Group.

25. The Delegation of Brazil stated that the international communitypeadme

increasingly aware of the importance of discussing IP in all its aspects, particularly its effects
on social and economic development, as illustrated by the Doha Declaration on TRIPS and
public health. It was of the opinion that development coulgt be ensured if there was a
balance between IP rights and obligations and the public interest. The Delegation further
stressed that in view of the widening scope of IP, all stakeholders should enter into a serious
debate about the direction that IP texion should take, as failing to do so would endanger

the development in the majority of countries worldwide and jeopardize access to health,
science, culture and sustainable environment. The Delegation expressed the view that,
regrettably, the systenmal already been driven to such an imbalanced situation that the
original purposes of IP had been subverted. The Delegation illustrated this point by stating
that patents had become tools for aammpetitive practices, technological measures of
protectionthreatened the public domain and such exceptions and flexibilities as fair use and
private copying. Furthermore, there was no empirically proven relation between IP and the
attraction of investment. The Delegation was also of the view that the flgegodnd

safeguards that remained in the international system were instruments that enabled countries
to adapt multilateral commitments to their various levels of development. Nevertheless, the
extension of the IP rights protection standards would sumetler the already insufficient

ability of developing countries to pursue public interest policies. In this regard, the
Delegation pointed out that there was no empirical evidence of the need to broaden existing
protection standards. Therefore, the Dateg was concerned with the normative

negotiations currently under way in WIPO. Concerning the draft treaty on the protection of
broadcasting organizations, the Delegation was concerned with the fact that the basic treaty
proposal, approved by the SCG&mained the object of disagreement both among developed
and developing countries. The Delegation therefore noted that should the Assemblies confirm
the convening of a diplomatic conference with a view to finalizing the treaty, Member States
should be awarthat many questions remained to be resolved. The Delegation urged the
Assemblies to discuss this issue, and to consider the risk that should the diplomatic
conference be confirmed notwithstanding many pending issues, the failure of the diplomatic
confeence of the year 2000, which was meant to approve a newdsdal treaty, could be
repeated. The Delegation further pointed out that at the international level, many
organizations were already engaged in assessing the impact of IP, including the UN,
UNESCO, WTO, WHO, CBD, and UNCTAD and would be contributing to the debate on IP
and development. The Delegation was therefore proud of having presented, with Argentina
and 13 other cgponsors, the proposal on a WIPO Development Agenda, and it notecethat th
General Assembly was expected to adopt relevant decisions to incorporate the development
dimension in all its activities. The Delegation further stressed that the Development Agenda
was crosscutting and multidisciplinary in nature, and that it madeetenecommendations

that would enhance WIPQO'’s activities regarding governance, norm setting activities, technical
assistance and technology transfer. In doing this, WIPO would convey the message that it
was committed to ensuring that IP works to the beagall countries. The Delegation noted
that the fact that several countries had submitted concrete proposals during the discussions at
WIPO, pointed to the acceptance of the initiative and to the relevance of the debate. The
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Delegation concluded bysauring Member States of its active and constructive participation
in future debates, and underlined its commitment to seeking balanced results reflecting the
concerns of all WIPO Member States.

26. The Delegation of Argentina, on behalf of tredetjations of Bolivia, Brazil, Cuba,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Kenya, Peru, Sierra Leone,
South Africa, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay and Venezuela, reiterated their
commitment to the WIPO Development Agenda] atated that the Agenda aimed to

strengthen the link between IP and development and to make the IP system more responsive
to the needs of different stakeholders. It noted that Member States had discussed the issue
during a period of two years, which hiagen a valuable process to enable proposals to be
refined and positions to be further explained. Considering the need to move the process one
step forward, the Friends of Development would welcome the adoption of a General
Assembly resolution covering fivareas of the development agenda: norm setting, impact
assessment, technical cooperation, transfer of technology and institutional matters and
mandate. The Delegation further stated that such a resolution on the continuation of the
process was neededdaide Members towards concrete implementation of proposals. The
best approach would be an inclusive process in which all positions were taken on board and
seriously debated on substance and merit. The renewal of the mandate of the PCDA for
another two gars until 2008 would allow the process to move ahead, and meetings of the
PCDA could be scheduled between now and the 2007 General Assembly, to allow the
renewed PCDA to present, to the next General Assembly, a substantial draft recommendation
on a firstset of actions and a framework for the way forward. During the second year, the
PCDA would work out the remaining proposals into another draft recommendation to be
adopted by the 2008 General Assembly. However, the Delegation pointed out, that the
distribution of documents related to item 8 of the Agenda did not seem to be fully compatible
with paragraph 205 of the PCDA/2/4 document, and it would therefore expect all documents
to be distributed before considering this item of the agenda. Concerning paten
harmonization, the Delegation stressed that in the last session of the SCP, the Friends of
Development and other developing countries had reinserted the items that were of interest for
the discussion of patent harmonization. The package of issuesei@xdeption and

limitation, public interest flexibilities, curbing of ardompetitive practices, transfer of
technology and disclosure. Unfortunately, the discussion in the SCP did not produce any
recommendations to the General Assembly due to thearesesof some Member States in
accepting anything outside the reduced package of issues: prior art, grace period, novelty and
inventive steps. The Delegation therefore stressed that unless the discussion on patent
harmonization was open to input from klember States, it would be very difficult for the
General Assembly to agree on a procedure for moving the SPLT process forward.
Furthermore, the Delegation recalled the decision by the SCCR al'ise4&ion, to

recommend the convening of a diplomatonference on a treaty for the protection of
broadcasting organizations. The Delegation pointed out that this decision needed to be
confirmed by the General Assembly, and that the basic proposal contained provisions on
exemptions and limitations, compeédit and cultural diversity, among others, which were
regarded as indispensable by developing countries and many other stakeholders. It also
recalled that the exclusion of simulcasting and webcasting from the draft basic proposal and
the diplomatic confergce itself was a condition for proceeding with the diplomatic

conference. The Delegation underlined the strong view of the Friends of Development in this
regard. The Delegation concluded by assuring Member States of the full cooperation of the
Friends ofDevelopment in order to achieve a successful outcome at the Assemblies.
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27. The Delegation of Japan thanked the Director General and WIPO staff for preparing the
Assemblies. Regarding Japan’s national IP activities, the Delegation statiéadvisat

essential to establish a-salled intellectual creation cycle, comprised of three components:
creating, protecting, and exploiting IP, and that Japan therefore in 2003, had established the IP
Policy Headquarters to promote Japan’s overall IPegfied and formulate IP strategic

programs on an annual basis. The Delegation, in this context, also highlighted that during the
past three years a collaborative framework among industry, academia and Government had
been created, 22 {Related laws had baeenacted, the number of patents obtained by
universities and public research institutions had increased 2.5 times from 2002 to 2005, and
an IP High Court had been established in 2005. In addition, more examiners had been
employed, more prieart searchelad been outsourced to the private sector, tougher criminal
penalties had been introduced in the process of creating more effectigelartgrfeit

measures, Heelated laws had been revised to better control the exportation of counterfeit
goods, and theegionbased collective mark system had been introduced to provide more
appropriate protection of local brands. The Delegation also stated that the next three years
would constitute the Phase Il of the IP Strategic Program aiming at Japan becomingtthe mo
advanced IFbased nation in the world. The Delegation stated that although a new Prime
Minister would be designated on September 26, it was believed that the fundamental policy
would be continued without changes under the new administration. Regdediglgpment

issues, the Delegation also noted that a resolution for providing technical assistance to LDCs
had been adopted at the Diplomatic Conference on the Trademark Law Treaty, in March
2006, which clearly showed that the importance of developmamsshad been recognized.
Japan had been assisting developing countries in their efforts to achieve economic
development based on IP, through the WARPan Fundn-Trust, which represented a
contribution by Japan of 2.5 million Swiss francs per yeagratbntributions by the Japan

Patent Office, and activities of the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA). The
Delegation also said that based on the realization that IP and development issues should be
treated from a broad perspective, Japarheissemblies in 2005, had proposed hosting a

new WIPO Office in Japan as a research center which would conduct basic and empirical
research on IP and development. The Delegation was pleased to announce that the WIPO
Japan Office had been establishedept®mber 2006, with Japan covering the expenses
related to the establishment of the Office and its operations. In this context, the Delegation
stated that Japan would support research activities on issues involving the interaction between
IP policies andther international public polices, and it noted that the WIPO Japan Office was
currently preparing a research project on the impact of IP systems on economic development
in collaboration with the UN University. The Delegation expected that the restitts oéw
Office’s activities would contribute not only to the establishment of IP polices in developing
countries, but also to international discussions on IP. The Delegation also highlighted the
organization of the WIPO High Level Forum on IP Policy &titegy, in January 2006, in
collaboration with the Japan Patent Office, with the participation of top officials from IP

Office of approximately 40 countries. In this regard, the Delegation strongly believed that by
sharing a common understanding of tbke of IP and by maintaining and enhancing the
momentum to establish and improve IP policies, the foundation for a practical international
discussion on IP would be constructed. Regarding the WIPO Development Agenda, the
Delegation regretted that agreethbad not been reached on this issue during the past two
years. It noted that the best way to achieve results was to discuss the issue in a constructive
manner, based on the common understanding that IP contributed to economic development,
starting witha discussion of feasible proposals and moving forward on dgts{ep basis.

The Delegation hoped that on the basis of the 111 proposals emanating from the first PCDA,
the discussions would advance, and it assured Japan’s constructive particip&ion in t
process. Regarding harmonization of the patent system, the Delegation regretted that no
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progress had been made during the discussions on the SPLT and noted that some of the issues
which had been listed were at an early stage needing further discasgidhat some of them
needed to be discussed in other committees. The Delegation stated that Japan had been
proposing to give priority to the four issues relating to prior art, as these were indispensable to
keep up with the upsurge in patent examinationkloads and the discussions on these four
issues already were at a mature stage, and also stated that it did not mean to exclude other
issues. Concerning copyright protection, the Delegation hoped that those countries which had
not yet joined the WCTrad the WPPT, would do so in the near future. The Delegation also
stressed that the WIPO Broadcasting Treaty was indispensable to the comprehensive
protection of copyrights arising from the digitization and a networked environment. It felt

that since disgssions on that treaty had been ongoing since 1998, the treaty could now be
taken up at a diplomatic conference, and it hoped that the Assemblies would pass such a
decision. It also hoped that Member States would continue to make an effort to readh an ear
agreement with regard to the WIPO Audiovisual Performances Treaty. In addition, the
Delegation urged WIPO as the UN organization specialized in the field of IP to continue to
contribute to discussions on-tBlated issues, taking place in various fougside of the
Organization. Concerning management at WIPO, the Delegation stressed that it was essential
for WIPO to improve its transparency and effectiveness and to establish a management
system that would enable the Organization to meet such expastadimong the recent

positive actions taken, the Delegation highlighted the balancing of income and expenditures in
the 2006/07 Program and Budget, the adoption of the WIPO Internal Audit Charter, and the
establishment of the WIPO Audit Committee. Aduiil initiatives currently being discussed
included a new budget preparation mechanism and thetolelgsk review, and the

Delegation hoped that these would be implemented early in order to improve the quality of
WIPO activities. In concluding, the Del#tigpn noted that because IP was very important for
economic development, issues such as harmonization of IP systems, assistance to developing
countries, and cooperation in examination would be increasingly important in the future. The
Delegation thereforarged WIPO to assume a leading role in the relevant discussions under
adequate governance, and the Delegation stated that Japan would of course positively take
part and contribute to such activities.

28. The Delegation of the Republic of Kordenhked the Director General and WIPO staff
for results achieveduring the 2004005 bienniumin particular in settingloballPR
standard andestablishing international nornfiar newtypes of IPsuch as gnetic resources
andTK. The Delegation suppod@&VIPOs commitmento the harmonization of
international IP systems, and noted that the Republic of Korea had repeatedly shown such
support by positively participating in the negotiationshaf Patent Law Treatyf 2000,the
Trademarkiaw Treatyof 1994,and the amendentof the Trademarkaw Treatyin 2006.
Regarding the SPLT, the Delegation stressed its intent to collafaiateith WIPO.
Furthermore, the Delegation highlighted the Republic of Korea’'s cooperaith WIPO in
developing countriehtough the Korea Funds-Trust in which almost twanillion US

dollars had been invested since 20ring the firsttwo yeas, various project®iad been
conducted such as the IP consultation serviternational roundtables ahe PCTandthe
Madrid s/stem and development of the PCT Receiving Office Administration system
(PCT-ROAD), which had been disseminatedgsavencountrieswith another eight currently

in the pipeline. In addition, seven n@wojects such as on arbitration of patent disputes,
would be undertaken during the third ye&ooperation with WIPO had also included the
development otyber educational material callée Panorama, andthe Delegation
announced that bjune2007, terlearning modulesvere expected to be developed. The
Delegation invited Member States to consult a completed modthie WIPO lobby during
the AssembliesThe Delegation also mentioned that sincedsi@blishmentf the
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International Intellectual Property Training Institté>TI) in 1987,the Republic bKorea

had collaborated with WIPO in organizimgrious international seminars and training
programs.Thus far, 1,294 IP officialsom developing countrielsad been trained at the
institute. The Delegation was pleased to announce that iiRgrch 2@6, had designated
thellPTI as itsfirst official partnertraining institute.In addition, the joint IPTAWIPO
Worldwide Academy distance learning counsd beenofferedsince March 2004and a total

of 123 local IPRexperts had successfully completkd course.The Delegation also

mentioned thatrom 2003to 2005, patent applications had risen dramatically at an annual rate
of 15 per cent, and that in 2005, the Republic of Korea had rahkddn the world for

patent andltilitymodelapplications with atotal of 193,000 applications. To efficiently
respond to theremendousncreasean IP applications, KIPO had expanded its pool of highly
qualified patent examiners over the phsee yearby 214. Consequently, KIPO expected to
shorten the avege firstaction pending period for patentsjust 10 months ly the end of

2006. The Delegation further stated that KIPO was actively developing a highly efficient
automation system for patent administration, with the launch in January 1999 of andnternet
based diling system, KIPOnet, and its motechnically advancedersion,KIPOnetll, in

2005, which enabled eline processing of all phases of work. As a result, in 2005, 96.7 per
cent of patent applications were filed electronically. In additia[D&legation mentioned

that KIPO paidparticular attention tthecreationandutilization of IPRs To help

universitiesand public institutes create their own IP and enhance their R&D productivity,
KIPO hadestablishedarioussystemghatpromotel the utilization of patent informationin
addition, KIPO was managir regional IP centemghich were offering assistance 3MEs

and individualswith respect to the creation and managemei® ofThe Delegation further
pointed out that the Republic of Karédad increased its level of subsidization for the transfer
and commercialization of patented technologies, and was now endeavoring to promote the
utilization of IPRs through a patent loan system that enabled patent holders to borrow money
by using patentas collateral. The Delegation noted thatould do itsutmostto collaborate
further withWIPO in harmonizing international IP systenamdhoped that all Member States
would share their IRxperienceand cooperateith othes in setting internationdP norms.

The Delegation concluded by assuring ttflapugh the Kore&undsin-Trust,KIPO would
continue to assistevelopingcountries to enjoy the benefits of the IP system for national
development.

29. The Delegation of Morocco commended Director General’s efforts in favor of the
promotion of intellectual property and thanked the International Bureau for the quality of the
documents made available. It associated itself with the statement made by the Representative
of Nigeria on behalffothe African Group and observed that the progress made in several
negotiation processes within the Organization remained below its aspirations. In that context,
it invited the parties to demonstrate the flexibility and commitment necessary for the
estabishment of a constructive dialogue in order to make the appropriate decisions. From

that point of view, the Delegation reiterated its interest in the continuation of the deliberation
process on the Development Agenda and on the renewal of the mantat®GDA, the

objective of which was to take advantage of the accomplishments of the past two years and to
reach concrete results leading to achievable implementation. The Delegation was of the
opinion that the multiple proposals submitted should pereoinamon platform to be

identified. The interest that Morocco attached to the Development Agenda was part of the
country’s framework of commitment through its “National Initiative for Human

Development”, which was the stimulus in the Government’s polioydee away from all

practices that were detrimental to the country’s development. To that end, the Delegation
recalled the recommendation of the Heads of State and governments of the G77 countries and
of China, at the Second Sotflouth Summit, held in D@hin June 2005, calling upon WIPO,
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as a specialized agency of the United Nations, to integrate the development dimension into all
of its future plans and activities. Concerning the Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual
Property and Genetic Resourc@saditional Knowledge and Folklore, it encouraged the

various parties to go beyond the debate on the conceptual aspects in order to devise concrete
measures intended to create an international instrument against any misappropriation or
misuse. The debabn issues relating to genetic resources should continue by emphasizing
the requirement to disclose genetic resources and associated traditional knowledge in patent
applications, consistent with the principles of prior informed consent and equitablg-benef
sharing. In that respect, the increased interest attached to that issue had been expressed
through the growing calls for an amendment to the TRIPS Agreement, to include disclosure
of origin as a condition for the grant of patents. From that point of, tfee Delegation

welcomed the creation of the Voluntary Contribution Fund to finance the participation of the
representatives of indigenous communities, as well as the formation of an advisory committee
responsible for managing the Fund. With regard éoStanding Committee on Copyright and
Related Rights (SCCR), the Delegation expressed its satisfaction with the recommendations
which had arisen from the ¥Session of the Committee for the holding of a Diplomatic
Conference from Jul§l to August 1, 200 in order to update the rights of broadcasting
organizations, and called upon Member States to show political determination to achieve a
reliable and sound basic proposal which would guarantee a favorable outcome for the
Conference. Finally, concernitige work of the Standing Committee on the Law of Patents,

the Delegation, although perfectly aware of the complexity of the subject and of the
differences of opinion, called for a revival of the debate on patents, which would take all
concerns into accounthe Delegation also stated that Morocco was firmly determined to
establish a weltlefined intellectual property strategy within the framework of its national
development plan and that, in particular, in addition to its main tasks of registering and
grantng patent, trademark and industrial design titles, the Moroccan Industrial and
Commercial Property Office (OMPIC), had been entrusted with a broad mission to promote
the intellectual property system and to implement the “2010 Strategy”, adopted on ¥ebruar
14, 2005. The main components of that strategy were the legal environment, innovation and
technology watch, the information system, marketing and communication and the
organization of resources. Among the objectives of that strategy, the Delegatiteseeg

the 20 per cent increase in patent applications, with a national share of 40 per cent, to achieve
1,500 applications in 2010; the 12 per cent annual increase in trademarks, with a national
share of 80 per cent, to achieve 10,000 filings in 201 aarannual increase of 20 per cent

for industrial designs, with a national share of 90 per cent, to achieve 1,000 filings in 2010. In
terms of legislation and regulations, the main event that year had been the entry into force, on
February 20, of the Ingstrial Property Act, which had introduced new provisions in response

to the concerns for the national industrial property system to be updated and for the procedure
for filing applications for industrial property titles to be modernized. The updatitig of

national system had included the introductiomntdr partes proceedings for trademarks, the
extension of protection to sound and scent trademarks, the creation of a national register for
geographical indications and appellations of origin, and tinedaction of suspension

measures at borders for suspected counterfeit goods. The modernization of the filing
procedure for applications for industrial property titles had included new provisions
concerning, firstly, the request for continued processingrevan incomplete application had

been filed, and secondly, online filing of applications for the registration of trademarks. The
latter permitted filings to be dealt with noticeably more quickly and with a reduction in fees.
The Delegation emphasizduht, as a result of those innovations, Morocco was keeping up

with global industrial property reforms and was aligning itself with countries with which it
maintained cooperation and partnership relations. Moreover, the Delegation stated that the
entry inb force of that Act had taken place in a favorable context in terms of the increase in
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the number of filings, and that all industrial property titles had reached record levels in 2005.
OMPIC had received 660 patent applications (with a 34 per cent iadgrettge portion of

national origin), 6,390 applications for the registration of trademarks, and 697 applications for
industrial designs. The same trend had been confirmed for the first eight months of 2006,
with 605 patent applications (an increase opd8cent, with company filings representing

29 per cent of the total), 4,932 applications for the registration of trademarks (an 11 per cent
increase), and 546 applications for industrial designs (a 26 per cent increase). The Delegation
stressed that Mocco was aware of the fact that today, industrial property required daily

action and commitment so that Moroccan private individuals and businesses would be more
aware of its importance. Morocco had always paid particular attention to cooperation and
parinerships, and even more so recently, in view of the objectives fixed by its “Vision 2010”,

in the form of participatory collaboration with players such as businesses (particularly SMEs,
which accounted for the greatest part of the Moroccan economic fajm@rnment

authorities, professional associations and universities and research centers. Morocco had
therefore established a framework aimed at clients and businesses, and had organized and
participated in several national and international eventsngled industrial and commercial
property, as well as in regional and sediased actions. Finally, in terms of organization, the
Delegation announced that OMPIC was working on obtaining ISO 9001:2000 certification,
had devised an automation program @keonline services a strategic element in its
development policy, and that, in addition to the panel of services already available through the
Internet, it had introduced other online services, in particular summary financial statements
for Moroccan compaies, including legal information about those companies, and the official
catalogue of trademarks. Those innovations had earned OMPIC, for the second year running,
the “Promotional Award for Quality Services” for its “Directinfo Marques” service. The
Moroccan Copyright Office had been equipped with new legal instruments which had
strengthened its activities for the promotion and development of artistic and literary property
in Morocco, and the implementation of an action plan adopted during nationahgsemsti
copyright. There had been major amendments to the law, in particular to improve the national
system by promoting the updating of the national arsenal of legal provisions, to enhance the
protection of rightsholders and of consumers against actaaterfeiting and piracy, to

extend the term of protection for economic rights, to strengthen border measures, to improve
legal protection against the circumvention of technological security measures, and for the
control of the use and exploitation of coigyt and related rights on the Internet. The new

legal provisions had strengthened the role of the Moroccan Copyright Office through, for
example: the right to institute legal proceedings to defend the interests entrusted to it; the
sweatring in of officals to observe breaches of the law; the seizure of phonograms,
videograms and other usable recording devices, as well as any equipment that had been used
for their unlawful reproduction from the time that the breaches were discovered; the
assistance ofayernment authorities to support the action taken by the Office and by its
officials, and through the coordination with Internet service providers in order to identify any
author of an alleged infringement of copyright or related rights. Concerningtite@dainst
counterfeiting and piracy, the Delegation mentioned the adoption of a national action plan, the
formation of a permanent interministerial commission for the control of sound and

audiovisual recordings, the creation of a civic copyright cultheestrengthening of the legal
system, and the promotion of sectors based on copyright. In conclusion, the Delegation
emphasized the importance of the actions carried out at WIPO since the previous Assemblies,
in order to respond to the concerns exprégsecertain delegations in connection with the
oversight function within WIPO. On that subject, the Delegation commended the creation of
the Audit Committee, the establishment of the Internal Audit Charter defining the internal
audit mandate and its indion in WIPQO'’s Financial Regulations and finally, the negotiations

in progress on a new mechanism to increase the participation of Member States in the



Al42/14
page31

preparation of and followap to the Program and Budget. It was convinced that those
measures would helto improve the governance of the Organization and to ensure dynamic
interaction between the Organization and its Member States, and reaffirmed its determination
to make a positive contribution to the current meetings by making those meetings a place for
constructive dialogue in order to achieve concrete results.

30. The Delegation of Iran (Islamic Republic of) offered its thanks to the Director General
for his comprehensive opening statement, and to the Deputy Directors General and the WIPO
Secetariat for their cooperation and assistance, and welcomed the new management team and
offered its support. The Delegation associated itself with the statement made by the
Delegation of Indonesia on behalf of the Asian Group, and with the statementyrtade b
Delegation of Argentina on behalf of the Friends of Development. The Delegation noted that
the Islamic Republic of Iran had committed itself to intellectual property in several ways,
including by holding national and international seminars to intedhe country to the

intellectual property system. IP activities in the last biennium also included accession to the
Lisbon Agreement for the Protection of Appellation of Origins and their international
registration; and the introduction of new law$doe the Parliament concerning ratification of

the Geographical Indication Act, and on Patents, Designs, Marks and Trade Names. The
Delegation stressed the importance of intellectual property, in particular with respect to
emerging new economic and teclowcal needs, but noted that intellectual property had
different implications on Member States in accordance with their respective level of
development. The process of norm setting by itself was not a goal, but rather should respond
to the developmentaéquirements of developing countries in a flexible manner. Moreover, in
the interaction between the norms at national and international level, the infrastructures and
capacity of developing countries in implementing the commitments should also be taken in
account. The Delegation thanked WIPO for its cost saving activities, and for improving
management, and noted the Organization’s efforts towards implementing the JIU
recommendations. However, the continuation of that process should not compromise the
interest of developing countries, in particular, on developmental issues. The Delegation
underscored that the percentage of developing countries in the international registration of
Trademarks was very low, such that, in the process of norm setting aidpmeent of

relevant treaties, sufficient safeguards needed to be guaranteed in the process of any kind of
harmonization. The Delegation offered its appreciation of the work of the Advisory
Committee on Enforcement, and requested that it concentratiits en education, training

and awareness building. The Delegation observed that the Member States had welcomed the
Development Agenda, which, with new and additional proposals and with thecattsg

nature of the subjects, required sufficient tiimein-depth discussions of all proposals.

Therefore, it proposed that the PCDA required an extension of two more years for its work.

In that initiative, the Delegation felt that the Member States, in their discussions, could
identify the proper ways dtructuring the debate of different clusters, and also proper ways

of continuing the process. Regarding the SCP, it noted that all subjects under discussion in
that forum were of great importance for all Member States. The Delegation stressed that it
hadalways been ready to continue the discussions on all those topics of concern to all
Member States, on an equal footing and in awdimenvironment. It observed that genetic
resources, traditional knowledge and folklore have been important issuesdimpiey

countries in the IGC, and offered its appreciation for the hard work of the Secretariat for
providing a substantive framework on the subjects under discussion. Nevertheless, it felt that
little progress had been made, in particular after the r@ngfwhe IGC, and that the IGC

should, with the international dimensions in mind regarding all subjects under discussion,
keep its focus on concluding a binding instrument. Finally, regarding the SCCR, the
Delegation recognized the need to protect thletsi of traditional broadcasting organizations,
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but felt that the process needed more transparency while taking into account the right of all
stakeholders and the public interest, on the one hand, and safeguarding the interests of
developing countries, aime other hand. Therefore, the process for the conclusion of the

treaty on the rights of broadcasting organizations should be continued in an inclusive and
transparent manner in respect to procedure and substance, to avoid any failure of the process.

31. The Delegation of Egypt expressed its sincere appreciation to the Director General for
his statement which contained a comprehensive vision regarding the Organization, and
thanked him and the International Bureau for their tangible efforts magiag the various

and broad activities of WIPO, which were felt to have effectively contributed to the
enhancement of the capacities of developing and least developed countries in all fields of
intellectual property. The Delegation observed that ragidajldevelopments, economically,
socially, culturally and even politically, reflected the increasingly important role of

intellectual property in development and innovation, due to the direct impact of intellectual
property on human creativity and techrgptal advancement. The challenges currently

facing the international intellectual property system were a normal consequence of the
growing awareness of the need to approach intellectual property from a comprehensive
developmental manner. In light of thttte Delegation regretted the inability, over the last

two years, to translate the constructive debate between the Member States, which were at
various levels of development, into the establishment of a comprehensive Development
Agenda and a concrete oatoe which addressed the collective ambition. It noted, however,
that the mere fact of the deep, collective involvement in that important process, including
international governmental and nrgovernmental organizations, and representatives of the

civil soaety reflected the conviction of the Member States on the need to create a clear and
sustainable balance between intellectual property protection and the public interest at large, so
that intellectual property could truly become a valid and effectiveofoetonomic and social
development. The Delegation offered its support for the proposals contained in the statements
made on behalf of the African Group and the Friends of Development regarding the
continuation of the Development Agenda process. Itsaalpported the visions reflected in

those statements on many of the issues on the agenda of the General Assembly, which, in its
opinion, revealed in a complementary manner the expectations of a large group of developing
and least developed countries. Thadgation expressed its belief that the challenges faced
today, which might be the most important challenges since the creation of WIPO, should not
be solely addressed in the mechanism responsible for the Development Agenda discussions,
but rather in all ammittees and bodies of WIPO which could harmonize their objectives and
consolidate their efforts towards maintaining the credibility of the international intellectual
property system.

32. The Delegation of Thailand offered its thanks to the @meGeneral for his

comprehensive statement and clear outline of WIPO activities, and to the WIPO Secretariat
for the excellent preparations for the meeting of the WIPO Assemblies. The Delegation
associated itself with the statement made by Indonedieloalf of the Asian Group, and with

the statement made by Singapore on behalf of ASEAN. The Delegation underscored its belief
that in today’s knowledgdriven economy, new and emerging intellectual property issues
played a significant role in national ddgpment. In that regard, it expressed appreciation for
WIPO’s ongoing technical assistance rendered to Thailand, and offered as examples the
study on the relevance of intellectual property tools for the One Village, One Product project
which included reommendations on how to utilize the intellectual property system for the
benefit of village producers, and the legal and technical advice provided on accession to the
Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT), as well as convening the “Workshop on Traditiona¢ Cultur
Expressions, Genetic Resources and Traditional Knowledge: Global Concerns and Thailand’s
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Perspective.” The Delegation recognized that the Organization and the Member States were
facing a critical and challenging time with many issues still waitinggeteebolved during the
current meeting of the WIPO Assemblies. It expressed its concern that there had not been
much progress achieved on the Development Agenda and in respect to the Substantive Patent
Law Treaty (SPLT) since last year's meeting of the W/Kssemblies. It hoped to see the
eventual mainstreaming of the development dimension into various activities of WIPO in line
with the work of the United Nations aimed at fulfilling the UN Millennium Development

Goals, and therefore called for the revighimore structured PCDA discussions and further
consideration of the possibility to establish a new permanent body to serve as a focal point for
a comprehensive and holistic treatment of the Development Agenda. It also hoped that the
dialogue on developemt issues would proceed with a more realistic and comprebased
approach in order to make substantial progress at the current meeting of the WIPO
Assemblies. The Delegation noted that within the TRIPS Council, Thailand had been a strong
advocate to aend the TRIPS Agreement so as to include the disclosure of origin of genetic
resources and traditional knowledge in patent applications. In a similar fashion, it had
reiterated the need to address the issue of misappropriation of genetic resources in the
different WIPO committees such as the SCP and the IGC, and it hoped to see more tangible
outcomes on those issues. In that regard, the Delegation expressed its belief that it was
essential to find an inclusive work plan for the SCP, taking into consmietht interest and
developmental levels of Member States. It also commended the IGC for the progress which
the IGC had made to seek ways to better protect traditional knowledge and traditional cultural
expressions as a means to preserve national igentit

33. The Delegation of South Africa expressed its support and appreciation for the work

done by the Director General and the WIPO Secretariat over the past year and in particular the
preparations for the current meeting of the WIPO Assembliée Delegation noted that the
current meeting of the 42Assemblies had come at a time when the Secretary General of the
United Nations, on September 19, 2006, said that “...the world is divided by an unjust
economy, world disorder and widespread contdimphuman rights and the rule of law..:”

The Delegation believed that the stalled WTO Doha Development Round confirmed the
Secretary General’'s statement, and also reinforced the suspicion with which developing
countries viewed global trade initiativégat did not benefit poor countries despite the

politically correct labels attached thereto. In the same vein, the Delegation noted that WIPO
was challenged with the task of ensuring that the Development Agenda was taken seriously,
was membedriven, and bcame deeply entrenched in all of WIPO'’s rules, treaties, policies

and programs. The Delegation believed that intellectual property was regarded as one of the
tools to achieve development because it had the potential to stimulate economic development,
provided that it balanced the interests of all stakeholders. The Delegation considered
intellectual property important in the promotion of economic, social and cultural development
within South Africa, where the country had adopted a holistic and balangezhab in its
intellectual property legislation, and had taken into consideration the interests of both
rights-holders and endsers. To date, the country had finalized legislation that would protect
indigenous knowledge, cultural expressions and geastidiological resources. Future
amendments to existing legislation would provide exceptions to copyright in order to address
concerns regarding access to knowledge for learning institutions. At the international level,
the Delegation felt that such alanced approach needed to be accommodated in current and
future treaties. It stressed that WIPO needed to promote innovation and technology transfer to
developing countries; in that regard, intellectual property rules should support the
development obives of all developing countries, because it was the responsibility of

Member States of WIPO to ensure that intellectual property rules and norms were supportive
to the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals. The Delegation supported and
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aligneditself with the statements made on behalf of the African Group and the Friends of
Development. It highlighted some of the agenda issues of importance to the Delegation
which reflected South Africa’s views and expectations. The Delegation welcomed the
integration of the Program and Budgetary process; however, it was of the view that external
auditors should adjust their schedules to present their report earlier in order to accommodate
the date for the meeting of the WIPO Assemblies. With regard toahel@pment Agenda
proposal, the Delegation called for the continuation of the Development Agenda process in
2007, with the view to agreeing on a set of constructive recommendations which would reflect
both substantive and technical assistance issuesh 8bida would not support
recommendations that were not balanced, as the country was firmly of the view that the
Development Agenda was about more than just technical assistance. Norm setting was at the
core thereof. The Delegation stressed that theDpwment Agenda must be incorporated

into all areas of WIPQ'’s activities, committees and structures, rejected a “one size fits all”
approach, and favored different standards of protection depending on the stage of
development. It therefore welcomed andedt the General Assembly to extend and renew

the mandate of the PCDA to continue its work on the Development Agenda. With regard to
the Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional
Knowledge and Folklore, the Regjation in its engagement with the IGC had been very
supportive of its work and had participated actively in that forum, which had enabled the
country to complete its legislation much quicker than expected due to the intense debates
about Traditional Knovddge and because of all the information currently available within
WIPO. The Delegation supported the General Assembly’s previous decision to extend the
mandate of the IGC to the next budgetary biennium, and appreciated the progress made
during the lastession of the IGC when concerned Member States offered constructive
comments on certain aspects of the substantive provisions of the IGC documents. The
Delegation felt that the challenge now was to include those constructive comments and update
the documets accordingly in order to make further progress towards the ultimate aim of
developing an international, legally binding instrument. Domestic legislation needed to be
complemented by such an instrument in order to create a comprehensive and effective
sdution to combat biopiracy and misappropriation of traditional knowledge and cultural
expressions. The Delegation pointed to thB 3&ssion of the Standing Committee on
Copyrights and Related Rights (SCCR), which had agreed on a recommendation te eonven
Diplomatic Conference on its Draft Basic Proposals. The exclusion of simulcasting and
webcasting from the draft basic proposal, as had been agreed iff't8eskion of the SCCR,
should be maintained as a condition for proceeding to a Diplomatiefeoik, as it believed

that the holding of a diplomatic conference in the absence of consensus on key substantive
issues was clearly contentious and premature. On the issue of enforcement, the Delegation
supported the proposed future work of the Advigdoynmittee on Enforcement (ACE),
particularly the need to integrate development dimensions into all areas of enforcement. The
Delegation concluded by observing that, given the growing international awareness of the
importance and impact of intellectual pesty, South Africa supported the Group of Eight’s

(G8) 2006 position on continuing high level discussion on the Development Agenda.

34. The Delegation of Algeria expressed its gratitude and support to the Organization and to
its Director Generdior their work to support the development of intellectual property, in
particular in developing countries. The Delegation associated itself with the statement made
by the Representative of Nigeria on behalf of the African Group and expressed satisfaction
that, at the global level, a consensus was finally emerging on the importance of intellectual
property for development. For that reason, it encouraged the Organization to intensify its
cooperation for development activities and, in that regard, it eas@dl that a broad

agreement had been reached regarding the need for a development agenda within WIPO,
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although differences of opinion on certain subjects continued to exist. The Delegation
emphasized the need to renew the mandate of the Provisional @Geenom Proposals

Related to a WIPO Development Agenda (PCDA) for at least two sessions during 2007 and it
also said that at the third session of the intergovernmental meeting held in Geneva in July
2005, Algeria had, within the African Group, initiatedraft decision on the Development
Agenda. The draft had aimed at the adoption by consensus of a text which, however, had not
been examined owing to a stalemate. It reaffirmed its willingness to continue its efforts to
reconcile the different positions as to allow the process to be completed. Furthermore, the
Summit of the Heads of State and Government of the G15 countries, held in Havana on
September 14, had just reaffirmed the interest which the Group attached to the subject, by
calling on WIPO, as bnited Nations specialized agency, to incorporate the development
dimension in all its future activity plans covering development promotion, access to
knowledge, technical assistance and technology transfer. The Delegation regretted that
genetic resoursewere often exploited without the countries of origin being able to enjoy the
benefits produced in an equitable manner. For that reason, it supported the preparation of a
binding international instrument in order to guarantee effective protection agésuse and
misappropriation. For that purpose, it reiterated its support for the Intergovernmental
Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and
Folklore, which had made significant progress, and encouraged itttowmits efforts to

produce a basic document for the negotiation of a relevant international treaty. Furthermore,
it attached particular importance to the issue of a treaty on the protection of the rights of
broadcasting organizations. The Delegati@rafore reiterated its position that the Basic
Proposal should focus only on the protection of broadcasting and cablecasting organizations
in the traditional sense. It said that it did not oppose the holding of a Diplomatic Conference
on the protection dbroadcasting organizations in 2007. It considered, however, that the
success of such a Conference was dependent on the settling of the differences which had
legitimately been raised by delegations at tHB s&ssion of the Standing Committee on
Copyright and Related Rights (SCCR). It noted that Algeria had acceded to most of the
international treaties or agreements signed within the WIPO framework anthteteaia

the Ordinance on Copyright and Related Rights of July 19, 2003, which had introduced a
update in accordance with the TRIPS Agreement. It also referred to the project to establish an
intersectoral committee in the fight against counterfeiting, the aim of which was to define a
common strategy for the sectors concerned such as cultureg jungttional security and

trade, in order to combat the phenomenon. It said that awareness was a valuable resource in
terms of intellectual property promotion policy and, in that regard, it referred to major events
such as World Intellectual Property Da&frican Intellectual Property Day and the National
Innovation Day. Most recently, the Algerian National Industrial Property Institute (INAPI)
had, on September 12, 2006, under the high patronage of the national President, celebrated
African Technology ath Intellectual Property Day. That event had enabled new prospects to
emerge such as the possibility of developing cooperation on intellectual property between
African countries. In conclusion, the Delegation said that in the past few years intellectual
property had improved significantly in relation to industrial property, and a growth rate in
excess of 80 per cent had been recorded in the past five years.

35. The Delegation of Iceland addressed the Assembly to highlight a point of particular
importance. The Delegation stressed the importance of effective international cooperation,
noting that globalization had led to a greater need for international systems that facilitate
global IP protection, such as The Hague system for international atigistof industrial

designs, of which Iceland became a member of the Geneva Act in July 2001. The Delegation
stated that though Iceland’s experience of the system was generally good, there was one flaw
in the system that Iceland felt obliged to point oaimely the fee system. The Delegation
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explained that according to the Icelandic Design Act, the Icelandic Patent Office does not
make a substantive examination of design applications, nor of international designs; however,
the Office publishes internatial designs registrations in the official Gazette, even though it

is not obligatory in the Geneva Act. The Delegation explained that in Iceland the publication
of registrations is considered of vital importance, not only for the right holder, other

desigiers, possible infringers and the information society as a whole, but also to promote use
of intellectual property in industry. The Delegation noted that since Iceland does not examine
applications it only receives the supplementary fee for each deslgntgmational design,

which is a fixed sum for each application which remains the same for aéixamining

countries, although costs and emphasis differ between countries. The fee schedule takes no
consideration of other services that countries mayige, such as publication. The

Delegation reported that a recent study done at the Icelandic Patent Office on the costs of
international design registrations in the year 2005 shows that the cost of each application is
much higher than the supplementagg.f According to the study, the average cost per
application is 185 Swiss Francs, however the fee received for each application is
approximately 42 Swiss Francs. Therefore, the Delegation stated, Iceland had to subsidize
each application by 14SwissFrancs, not including other costs. The Delegation stated that
this is a clear disadvantage for rexamination countries and as a whole for this otherwise
promising system. The Delegation pointed out that the Geneva Act and The Hague system
have a lot of ptential to grow to become a widely used system, however it noted that a
number of potential Member States to the Geneva Act, who do not make a substantive
examination, have expressed the same concern and the possibility that this could discourage
them to acede to the Geneva Act. The Delegation reasoned that as it is of great interest to
the users of IP to increase the number of Member States, and, with that, strengthen the
system. In light of that, the Delegation urged WIPO to regard this flaw in ttesrsgsid

consider a possible solution. The Delegation stated Iceland’s intention to sign the new
Singapore Treaty in the coming months and ratify it within the next few years. The
Delegation noted that the global harmonization of patents, sought wiPthg is a difficult

task, but stated that Iceland was confident that it would be possible to find a compromise
within WIPO. The Delegation reported on the signing of an agreement in July between
Iceland, Denmark and Norway, establishing an intergovertaherganization for

cooperation in the field of patents, i.e. the Nordic Patent Institute (NPI). The Delegation
stated that NPI was hoping for a positive response to their request for appointment as an
International Searching Authority (ISA) and Inteinatl Preliminary Examining Authority

(IPEA) under the Patent Cooperation Treaty during this Foetyond series of meetings of

the WIPO General Assemblies. The Delegation concluded with a report-goengwork in
Iceland regarding implementation oktkVTO General Council decision of August 2003 on
compulsory licensing on pharmaceuticals products, highlighting that Iceland aimed to provide
for the necessary legal framework within the nertdhths.

36. The Delegation of Costa Rica stated titt world was facing major changes and that
WIPO, as an institution of the United Nations system, was also closely affected by those
changes, which were necessary to meet the new requirements of the reality. The Delegation
pointed out that in a world whe competition was increasingly fierce, human ingenuity was

the response to encourage the development of many States. In order to promote that
development, an appropriate legal framework was necessary, as well as favorable conditions
between nations, ntd mention the need to take into account the particular features of
developing countries, economies in transition and the Least Developed Countries. The
Delegation emphasized that the past year had been one of intense debate, in lengthy and
substantive wiking sessions in each of the various committees, aimed at defining, for each of
the issues, an effective course that would permit intellectual property to be transformed into a
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tool for development. The Delegation took note of the Program Performance fRephe
20042005 Biennium and of the Program Implementation Overview for January 1 to June 30,
2006, which aimed to ensure efficient, transparent and responsible management of resources,
in accordance with the plans, objectives and programs defing lyrganization. The

Delegation fully supported the proposals of the Program and Budget Committee, aimed at
creating a mechanism that would permit increased participation by States and a better follow
up to the Organization’s Program and Budget. Thedslon expressed its wish that
construction work on the new building would restart soon. Concerning the appointment of
Deputy Directors General and Assistant Directors General, the Delegation supported the
proposal adopted by the Coordination Committaesaession held in June 2006. However,
recalling the concern expressed by the Regional Group, it reiterated the need, in the near
future, to consider the issue of proper representation in senior posts, and in that respect,
supported the formation ofveorking group to study and identify mechanisms to rectify
imbalances in future appointments. The Delegation highlighted the outcome of the Diplomatic
Conference for the Adoption of a Revised Trademark Law Treaty (TLT), recognized the
efforts of the Secretmt in its successful organization, and reiterated its gratitude to the
Singapore authorities for their good treatment and attention given to delegates. It hoped that
the Assembly’s adoption of that new instrument would provide the international community
with a dynamic and modern tool for the standardization of the procedures of trademark
offices. The Delegation emphasized that the instrument would reaffirm the importance of
trademarks as one of the main intellectual property assets, which was duertiehe

promoting trade, consolidating business and increasing consumer confidence. The Delegation
reiterated its support for the renewal of the mandate of the Intergovernmental Committee on
Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional kedge and Folklore, and

highlighted the establishment of the Voluntary Contribution Fund for the financing of the
participation of representatives of indigenous communities. The Fund would guarantee the
full participation of those representatives in tiebates. The Delegation further expressed its
satisfaction with the consensus reached in the Standing Committee on Copyright and Related
Rights (SCCR), in order to advance the negotiations on a treaty on the protection of the rights
of broadcasting organitians. The Delegation believed that it was essential for the central
process to concentrate on issues relating to traditional broadcasting and cablecasting
organizations. Finally, the Delegation emphasized that it would continue to be essential to
promotethe presence of officials from developing countries, and in particular from Central
America, in professional roles within the Organization, due to the major imbalance that
existed within the Organization. The Delegation reiterated its wish to seeiggiosttome

to the Assembly's painstaking work, and pointed out that while it was obvious that there were
many visions and points of view to be reconciled, what was of the utmost importance was for
everyone to have a single aim: to guarantee full developtaghe respective peoples.

Intellectual property was an essential tool for development and it should be given full
recognition.

37. The Delegation of Ethiopia associated itself with the statement made on behalf of the
African Group. It expessed appreciation for the accomplishments of the Director General,
particularly in enhancing the efficiency of the Organization, reducing overall operational
expenditure and ensuring that WIPO remain a development partner to developing countries
and LDCs. The Delegation noted that the agenda items before the Assemblies had a direct
implication on the development efforts, and therefore the Delegation stressed the importance
of giving due attention, showing flexibility, at arriving at a desirable consemstige issues
surrounding the establishment of a WIPO Development Agenda. In this regard, while
endorsing the proposals outlined by the African Group in respect of the way forward, the
Delegation expressed the view that renewing the mandate of the PCD&weally
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important and that time was of the essence in completing the process of establishing the
Development Agenda, if Member States wished to reaffirm the contribution of WIPO to the
implementation of the Millennium Development Goals and povertyctemustrategies. The
Delegation affirmed that seizing the opportunity to follow the process to its logical conclusion
would ensure the relevance of WIPO in the development equation. The Delegation expressed
Ethiopia’s readiness to positively engage étilzerations on the protection of the rights of
broadcasting organizations, but stressed that Ethiopia had not yet been convinced of the
potential implications of the proposed treaty, including the extent to which the treaty would

be of interest to the geral public in developing countries and LDCs, and be consistent with
basic human rights, such as the principles of freedom of expression and the right to access to
information. The Delegation stated that it was important to ensure that there were no
ambiguities regarding the contribution of the proposed treaty to the development of
broadcasting organizations in developing countries, and that more time and opportunities
were needed to fully address such concerns. The Delegation hoped that the reconmsendatio
of the SCCR meeting in September 2006 would be further enriched and made more balanced
by the Assemblies. In regard to the work of the IGC, the Delegation acknowledged that
in-depth discussions had taken on the subject matter and effort was now toezds@ at a

final outcome in an expedited manner. The Delegation reiterated the view that a legally
binding international instrument on the protection of TK was becoming increasingly
imperative. The Delegation welcomed the Program Performance Repldiie Program
Implementation Overview, and noted WIPQO'’s efforts in addressing the capacity constraints of
IP institutions in LDCs. It acknowledged WIPQ's technical support in strengthening the
human resources capacity of the Ethiopian Intellectual Ryo@dfice. In particular, the
Delegation expressed gratitude for WIPO'’s involvement in a roundtable held 20Ddyin

Addis Ababa, on the implementation of the IP strategy, which was instrumental in raising the
awareness of various stakeholders. Dieégation also announced that work had begun on

the formulation of a comprehensive automation plan for the Ethiopian Intellectual Property
Office for which Ethiopia hoped WIPO would commit the necessary technical and financial
assistance.

38. The Delegation of Ecuador indicated its satisfaction in noting that the different WIPO
fora in which it participated made great efforts to achieve their aims, on occasions without
major difficulties and on others, unfortunately, with certain obstaclesjidenced by the
positions which to date had not been reconciled. The Delegation predicted that the obstacles
could shortly be overcome as in the case of the WIPO Development Agenda and the Draft
Substantive Patent Law Treaty. It referred to the wonkgogone by the Provisional

Committee on Proposals Related to a WIPO Development Agenda and said that all the
valuable proposals put forward by States should be included. Similarly, it emphasized that
the larger the number of issues to be discussed Wytameling Committee on the Law of

Patents, the greater would be the benefit of harmonizing substantive law in that area. In that
regard, the Delegation confirmed its agreement with the statements made by the distinguished
Representative of the RepublicAfgentina on behalf of the Friends of Development, of

which Ecuador was a part. The Delegation stressed that Ecuador had modern intellectual
property legislation and was currently in the process of setting up specialized intellectual
property courts anttibunals, and introduced programs, on a permanent basis, to strengthen
institutions with WIPQO'’s valuable support. In that connection, the Delegation received with
particular approval the mechanisms made available by the Director General in undertaking
management aimed at strengthening institutions and small and mediadchenterprises, as

well as in relation to subjects concerning aspects that were of fundamental interest for the
country such as traditional knowledge, expressions of folklore, and gegsdiarces, within a
development vision. The huge efforts made in those areas should involve benefits for all
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developing countries. Finally, the Delegation congratulated and thanked the Secretariat for
coordinating and preparing the documents that had peovided.

39. The Delegation of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia stated that it had been a
very significant year for the protection of industrial property rights, and that the large number
of activities implemented by the State Offioe Industrial Property had significantly

contributed to the promotion and simplification of industrial property protection. The
Delegation, in particular, highlighted the passing of the Law on Changes and Amendments to
the Law on Industrial Property R006, which promoted the harmonization with the EU

directive 98/44/EC for legal protection of biotechnological inventions, and further noted that
the basic provisions for implementing the regulations of the European Parliament and Council
1768/92 and 1610/96 for the creation of an additional protection of medical products and
plant protection products, were contained within the Law on Industrial Property, and the
conditions and the procedures for issuing the certificates were contained within the
Regulation The most recent change had been the transfer of the provisions from the
Regulation into the Law. The changes in the Law had consequently lead to changes of the
Regulations required for the implementation of the Law. The Delegation also mentioned that
based on an initiative of the State Office for Industrial Property to enhance the cooperation of
all institutions dealing with the administration of IP protection, the Government of the
Republic of Macedonia had passed a decision to form a Coordinating BbdyDelegation

further announced that the Administrative Council of the EPO had invited the Republic of
Macedonia to accede to the European Patent Convention in its March session in 2006, which
means access for the Republic of Macedonia to the Europadet with its inventions,

increased technology transfer and larger guarantees for foreign investments in the country.
The Delegation then highlighted the Republic of Macedonia’s accession to the Singapore
Treaty on the Law of Trademarks, immediatelggait was approved, and it noted that the
Singapore Treaty was a step forward in the simplification and harmonization of the formal
requirements for the filing of national and regional applications. The Delegation also
mentioned the EU financed Projectassist the State Office for Industrial Property,
04/MACO01/04/002, which had included the establishment of a common IT platform and Data
Management Systems for use by all institutions responsible for the administration of
industrial property rights. In ddion, as part of the Regional CARDS program, an industrial
property rights assessment mission had been carried out to assess the extent to which an
adequate infrastructure and capacity in the different sectors existed and to confirm whether
the country vas ready to implement tlaequis communautaire upon accession. Also within

the CARDS program, and in cooperation with WIPO, the State Office for Industrial Property
had organized a University and R&D Initiative seminar which had included representatives
from the universities in the region. Lastly, the Delegation announced that the State Office for
Industrial Property of the Republic of Macedonia had signed a protocol for cooperation with
the Patent Office of Albania.

40. The Delegation of Perwsaociated itself with the statement made by Argentina on

behalf of the Friends of Development. The Delegation thanked the Director General for his
opening address and for having underlined the role of inclusion or inclusiveness in WIPO'’s
work. It said tlat that was a basic principle of multilateral work on which the Organization,
together with all States, should continue to focus its efforts in order to achieve better levels of
participation, cooperation and efficiency. The geographical balance witlit®\&tould also

be part of that desire for inclusion and participation in the Organization. The Delegation
referred to and supported the proposal by Costa Rica to establish a working group or some
form of analysis of the subject. It emphasized that Padblenefited from important

cooperation activities with WIPO in the previous twelve months. Different courses, seminars
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and activities which allowed officials of the institution responsible for intellectual property,
the National Institute for the Defene€Competition and Protection of Intellectual Property
(INDECOPI), and also other institutions to improve themselves on a continuous basis. It
offered its deep gratitude to WIPO for that work which it was hoped would be maintained and
strengthened in thieiture. The Delegation also mentioned that WIPQO'’s valuable cooperation,
which would allow intellectual property protection standards and promotion levels to be
improved, did not on many occasions benefit society in general, since the system did not
allow all the benefits that could be derived from intellectual property to be obtained. IP had
still not become a key element that would facilitate the development of nations. The
Delegation stated that that could and should be achieved, but for that ptiypas@ecessary

to work at the national, regional and international levels in order to arrive at a situation where
the link between intellectual property and development was effective and did not remain
merely theoretical. It believed that that was #eson behind the struggle undertaken to
produce a substantive development agenda. Although the work done had not as yet borne
fruit in the sessions of the Provisional Committee, the mandate should be extended in order to
achieve success by reconciling piosis, accommodating interests and taking specific
decisions that would allow WIPO to be given a clear and specific mandate to cooperate with
States in order to place the intellectual property system in harmony with a main aim that
would respond to a morggent need, i.e. that of achieving the economic and social
development of nations. The Delegation said that it also hoped that in the current year the
work of the Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources,
Traditional Krowledge and Folklore would produce specific results. For Peru and for a large
number of Member States, especially developing countries and those with great biodiversity
and cultural wealth, the possibility of creating a binding instrument that would atowal
resources and traditional knowledge to be protected would be a concrete and real way of
bringing intellectual property together with the fundamental aim of development. The
African Group, Thailand and other countries had already referred toabdtwhich was

shared by the Delegation.

41. The Delegation of Bahrain thanked WIPO staff for their efforts in promoting

cooperation among Member States and noted that through its various meetings, WIPO
provided opportunities for constructive ldigue for the realization of common objectives.

The Delegation believed that the appreciation of WIPO’s management and performance was a
clear illustration of the Organization’s important achievements. The Delegation then noted
that the increasing interieig IP had evolved considerably especially due to the significant
challenges facing the academic, commercial, economic and artistic sectors, in their efforts to
promote the protection of IP. This constituted one of the major challenges for Governments
seeking to ensure security, stability and welfare based on protection and justice. In this
context, the Delegation stated that Bahrain, since its accession to WIPO, made every effort to
ensure protection for authors, creators, investors and producersvidimpy@an environment

where IP protection was guaranteed by national legislation and international treaties. The
Delegation was pleased to announce that Bahrain issued lately the new 2006 Law on
Copyright and Related Rights, which was a comprehensivenaddrn Law in line with new
developments in the field. Bahrain’s efforts were also geared at modernizing other relevant
Laws and Regulations, and a Free Trade Agreement had been concluded with the United
States of America, effective since rE#006. Furtlermore, Bahrain had acceded to a number

of international treaties, including the Berne and Paris Conventions, and had worked towards
accession to the PCT, Nice Classification, WCT, WPPT, Rome Convention, TLT, PLT,
Madrid Protocol, Budapest Treaty, and teOV Convention. Finally, the Delegation
appreciated the fruitful and effective cooperation with WIPO, under the leadership of the
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Director General, and noted that this cooperation played a significant role in the enhancement
of awarenessuilding, trainng and development activities.

42. The Delegation of the Russian Federation hoped that the Assemblies would make a
definitive contribution to the further development of not just the international patent, but the
whole IP system, and regrettedvemof the problems which had not been resolved during the
period under review, even though discussions had been constructive. The Delegation noted
the increasing importance of IP also to other international organizations, such as the WTO,
the Social Comnsision of the UN, and the Human Rights Council. The Delegation was
therefore of the view that WIPO should not just be the coordinator but should act as the leader
when it comes to IP, including on issues relating to social and economic development as
econanic progress for all countries worldwide had to be based on a knowthadge

economy. This, in the view of the Delegation, underlined the need for some kind of uniform
legal standard for protecting IP rights and their enforcement. It stressed thasWi&@®

become the leading organization in this process. It further underlined the importance of the
outcome of the Diplomatic Conference in Singapore, and stressed the need for WIPO to
inform other international organizations about its success in congltitg treaty and also

about treaties that were currently being discussed. The Delegation further underlined Russia’s
support to the growing attention been paid within WIPO to development issues, and stressed
the importance of taking duly into account theerests of developing countries in WIPO'’s

work. In this context it noted that if Member States were unable to resolve the development
iIssue, it would impede the future development of the organization. The Delegation then
referred to the usefulnesstbk sessions of the SCP, but noted that future meetings should be
focused on achieving concrete results based on a set of agreed objectives taking duly into
account the interests of all countries, irrespective of their level of development. It stressed
that patents and other IP rights were extremely important and that right holders were active
defending those rights and using them to mobilize external funding, not just in the private but
also in the public sector. This highlighted the recognition ofrtipoirtance of IP for new

products and services, but the Delegation noted that it should be kept in mind that IP not only
had benefits but also costs. It should also be recognized that some potential participants in the
market might not be able to use cert@mnovations in the way that they would have liked,

which was particularly the case in those countries being at the border line between developing
and developed countries. Countries in transition also had particular problems in trying to
catch up withtie technological leaders partly due to their limited financial resources. On the
other hand, those countries had untapped genetic resources which were far from being
exhausted and new genetic material and new kinds of biotechnology was constantly being
developed. However, sometimes genetic resources were being taken without adequate
compensation being paid. The Delegation therefore stressed the need for discussing this issue
at the Assemblies. Lastly, the Delegation stressed the need for WIPO torbaulishased

budget, increased transparency, clear goals, and a clear methodological and balanced
approach.

43. The Delegation of Burkina Faso expressed its gratitude to the Organization for the
technical and financial assistance it had prayitedate and invited WIPO to continue its
cooperation for development activities. It added that the proposal on establishing a
development agenda had aroused great interest in Burkina Faso and the country fully
supported the proposal. The Delegatiorined the main events relating to intellectual
property which had taken place in Burkina Faso during the past year, in most cases in
cooperation with WIPO. It made particular mention of World Intellectual PropertybDay
April 26, which had given rise tearious innovatiofrelated activities, and also mentioned the
National Scientific Research and Technological Innovation Forum (FRSIT) and the
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Ouagadougou International Arts and Crafts Fair (SIAO), which were both major events for
promoting inventive actity and SME creation. The Delegation also expressed its gratitude
to the Organization for the help it had given to the Forum, including in the form of prizes
awarded, the various seminars organized, and in carrying out an evaluative study of the
Forum, a daft of which had already been submitted to it. The Delegation wished to see the
study undertaken as soon as possible in order to produce quick and appropriate answers to
issues of a functional and institutional nature, as well to provide feedback Bortima’s

impact on the promotion of technological research and innovation. The Delegation further
referred to its cooperation with WIPO and the African Intellectual Property Organization
(OAPI) on the “Promotion and Protection of Geographical Indicatiorgépt, which had

now entered its final phase. The creation of the Product Selection Committee was complete,
the members of that Committee were at work, and two products had been selected and would
be submitted to OAPI for registration. The Delegatioo alted the organization of seminars

for those involved in the application of laws, in particular for individuals working in customs,
the gendarmerie, the police and the legal profession. The Delegation wished to see the
Organization’s technical and finaial assistance strengthened, with emphasis being placed on
training and the creation of legal and institutional frameworks for intellectual property
management, as well as in relation to IT and office equipment. Finally, the Delegation stated
that it hachigh hopes for the “WIPO University Initiative” project and wished to see it

revived. The Government of Burkina Faso had moreover instructed the relevant intellectual
property departments to include the subject in the syllabuses of the top graduatefsamoo

the next academic year.

44. The Delegation of Chile referred to its high and effective intellectual property standards
and said that adequate protection was a form of reassurance for firms, creators and inventors,
but also for citizensln that sense, it described intellectual property as a tool for growth and
something that could be useful for development. It also pointed out that on occasions
intellectual property affected fundamental areas of the tasks facing humanity, suchgis the ri

to health, education, access to knowledge, freedom of expression, competition and trade. For
that reason, the Delegation’s participation in WIPQO'’s work in the past few years had focussed
on seeking balanced IP development. That balance was condigetachental and should

be sought on various levels in relation to intellectual property. Firstly, balance should exist
between the rights and obligations of rights owners; secondly, it should also exist between
the rights of different owners; thirdlthere should be a balance between the rights of owners
and the rights of citizens; fourthly, a balance between intellectual property and competition;
and, finally, a balance should exist between the interests of developing countries and those of
developé countries. The Delegation highlighted two initiatives which moved in that

direction, since both indicated that it was also governments that should take initiatives
regarding the flexibility of intellectual property rights that could not remain solehein

hands of private interests. In the Provisional Committee on Proposals Related to a WIPO
Development Agenda, the Delegation had strongly supported the initiative to establish the
Agenda. In that Committee, the Delegation had made a proposal aireeddtizing the
importance of and promoting access to content in the public domain, for example, in the area
of patents and copyright. Secondly, in the Standing Committee on Copyright and Related
Rights (SCCR) the Delegation had made a proposal for discuwith a view to agreement

on minimum exceptions and restrictions, specifically for disabled persons, libraries and
archives, and exceptions and restrictions for educational purposes. Regarding the specific
subjects discussed at the General Assemblselation to the discussions concerning a treaty

on the rights of broadcasters, the Delegation supported the development and consolidation of
such a treaty. However, it agreed with those that believed that the current state of discussions
was not suffieently developed and of the requisite high quality to bring them to a conclusion
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in the near future. The Delegation made clear its preference that work should continue
throughout the year and into 2007, and for the following year's General Assembly #o take
decision on the call for a possible Diplomatic Conference in that area. As to the Development
Agenda, it stated that a decision should be taken to renew the Agenda. On the Standing
Committee on the Law of Patents, the Delegation rejected the irg8ahat aimed to reduce

the results to a small number of subjects.

45. The Delegation of Tunisia thanked the Organization for its Fadtted assistance and
associated itself with the statement made by the Delegation of Nigeria on behalf of t

African Group. The Delegation stated that Tunisia was ensuring that the intellectual property
treaties were being implemented and was introducing a global strategy of human resource
training and the promotion of activities for the various partnerdvedadn intellectual

property. In that respect, it announced that the new Tunisian intellectual property legislation
had yielded major positive results, as could be seen from the considerable development in
recent years with respect to patent and tradematection. Similarly, the opposition and
conciliation system for the filing and registration of trademarks introduced by this legislation
had resulted in major benefits for the parties in conflict, particularly with respect to savings in
time, energy ad costs arising from the possible need to have recourse to legal proceedings.
Furthermore, the Delegation was convinced that cultural matters played an important part in
economic and social development. For that reason, Tunisia had undertaken a fiumber o
measures and actions for strengthening the protection of literary and artistic property,
including the decision in May 2006 to update the Law on Literary and Artistic Property in
order to bring it into line with developments observed at the internatevedl The

Delegation confirmed the importance of ensuring that developing countries took part in, and
benefited fully from, the exploitation and commercialization of their traditional knowledge

and genetic resources. They should themselves also leanetns to exploit their national
wealth by taking advantage of essential assistance in establishing a sound, technological skills
base. In that context, it was necessary to strengthen the development and aaiieiegs
programs in intellectual propgrfor the benefit of developing countries. The Delegation
expressed particular interest in the establishment of the WIPO Development Agenda and
expressed the wish that efforts be made to speed up the negotiation process with a view to
producing a set gfroposals reflecting the collective desires of all Member States. The
Delegation also congratulated the Organization for its efforts in moving forward the work of
the Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional
Knowledge and Folklore, and expressed the desire for this work to be accelerated with a view
to establishing an international protection instrument. It also confirmed its interest in the
work of the Advisory Committee on Enforcement, particularly in retspeinformation

exchange on matters relating to enforcement and the fight against counterfeiting and piracy.
It looked forward to continued assistance from WIPO in respect of training and awareness
building in order to develop and extend its prograraation and diversify the means

available. The Delegation concluded by announcing that Tunisia would host, in 2007, the
fourth WIPO/League of Arab States Arab Regional Coordination Meeting for Heads of
Industrial Property and Copyright Offices, and expedgbie wish that progress would be

made on that occasion in respect of development and promotion in those areas of activity.

46. The Delegation of Turkey expressed appreciation for WIPO’s work aimed at helping
countries to establish IP systentsen briefly reported on recent development in Turkeys in

the area of industrial property, mentioning the Turkish Patent Institute’s (TPI) continued work
within the lines of the strategic plan for the period 22089. The Delegation noted that TPI

had crated synergy in IPR awareness activities by closely cooperating with various
institutions, thus increasing the Information Bureaus around the country to 28. In the context
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of Turkey’s many bilateral and multilateral cooperation activities organized WROW

WTO and the EPO, the Delegation highlighted the &yl regional workshop on

“Strengthening administrative and innovation support capacity in Industrial Property Offices”,
organized in Ankara with the support of the European Patent Office. Thgdlieh reported

that the event had led to the creation of the Ankara Network, an online platform amongst the
workshop participants on which their national Industrial Property Offices could share and
discuss experiences and thus contribute to the develamhbetter IP practices. TPI served

as Secretariat for the network, and should be contacted by countries interested in joining. The
Delegation mentioned the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) project initiated by
the Turkish Patent Institutbat aims at establishing technical cooperation in OIC Member
States’ Industrial Property Offices, including TPI, in order to create efficient industrial

property systems compatible with international standards, and announced that, in this context,
TPI in cooperation with OIC will be organizing an international conference between the OIC
Member States’ IP offices in Ankara in December 2006. The Delegation concluded that the
cumulative effect of Turkey efforts when combined with WIPQO'’s support would etisire
effective enforcement and dissemination of industrial property rights in the region.

47. The Delegation of Barbados noted that the General Assembly would be called upon to
make important decisions concerning matters such as the diplomdgcerme on the

protection of the rights of broadcasting organizations, the work plan for the year 2007 for the
SCP, the possible renewal of the mandate of the PCDA to enable substantive discussions of
the 111 proposals that were on the table and detemgrinenway forward for the IGC, and

stated that Barbados stood ready to participate in this process. The Delegation reported that
the issue of law enforcement in Barbados continued to be pursued by policymakers through a
supportive legislative frameworlye setting up of a tribunal and training of rights holders

and law enforcement agencies. The Delegation acknowledged the technical training and
assistance received from WIPO in the field of Patent Law and procedures and office
automation. The Delegatiamas pleased to report on the National Intellectual Property Plan
formulated with WIPO, under which a national IP audit was undertaken to evaluate the
strengths and weaknesses of Barbados with respect to the development and management of IP
assets. The aitgdwhich was completed this year, ascertained IP trends and patterns as well as
a national framework to support IP development and utilization. The terms of reference with
respect to such a framework were now being considered. The Delegation annbahced t
Barbados would host the upcoming WIPO meeting of heads of Intellectual Property Offices

of Caribbean countries as well as the Ministerial level meeting, which would both be held,
consecutively, from October 31 to November 3. The Delegation thanked Wikts

continued support and ensured the Secretariat and Member States that Barbados continued to
be committed to working with all parties in the promotion of the protection of IP rights.

48. The Delegation of Bangladesh associated itself thighstatement made by Benin on
behalf of the LDCs. The Delegation noted that in recent years there had been signs of
improvements in many LDCs economies and the challenge now was to spread the benefits to
all LDCs and to sustain it. Meeting LDCs devetamt challenges would require enhanced

and rapid investment, productivity growth and technological development, only then, the
Delegation said, would LDCs be able to meaningfully integrate into thedasincing global
economy. It noted that in 2006, @otonou, during the meeting to prepare for the-tarch

review on the progress of the Brussels Program of Action, LDC Ministers had underscored
the importance of IP, and had recognized that lack of technology, national IP institutions and
information commuication technology had deterred LDCs from integrating into, and

accruing benefits of, the process of globalization. The Delegation was thankful to the
Director General for spearheading a WIPO coudtiyen and needbased strategy focused
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on providing echnical IP assistance to the LDCs while recognizing their smcnomic

limitations. In this context, the Delegation also commended theuse restructuring to

ensure focused and coordinated delivery of WIPQO'’s technical assistance programs. The
Delegation then reported that Bangladesh had been pursuing a coherent policy platform where
all agents of the economy could contribute to the development of the economy, and that the
private sector had been particularly vibrant in this regard. It stateavittathe assistance of
WIPO, a new Trademarks Act had been drafted and was now awaiting approval by
Parliament, and that the Copyright Act 2000 had been amended in 2005. The Ministry of
Culture had taken steps to widely circulate the Act, along withmenadment, in order to

create awareness on copyright and related rights. WIPO had also assisted with the automation
of the Bangladesh IP Offices. The Delegation further reported that Bangladesh had hosted the
follow-up of the Joint WIPO SIDA Training aftlvisory Program on Intellectual Property

Rights in the Global Economy for LDCs, in Dhaka, in June, 2006, during which the
participants visited a successful local pharmaceutical company in the generic drug market
which was benefiting from the grace pergiden to LDCs’ pharmaceutical patents until

2016. The Delegation also reported that WIPO had started two potentially useful study
projects in Bangladesh in 2005, one on the Identification, Valuation and IP Protection of
Traditional Cultural Expression anke other on negotiating technology licenses. The
Delegation reported that the IP development nexus in LDCs had yet to take concrete shape,
because of the inherent structural weaknesses of LDCs and because the evolving international
economic agenda, dew by rapid technological progress, made it difficult for the LDCs to
realize IP’s developmental potential, thus WIPO'’s IP capditiging assistance would, in
particular, be essential to the LDCs. The Delegation outlined some areas where WIPQO'’s
contribution could make a difference: coordinated delivery of development components;
transfer of technology and facilitating access to improved Kmow, in which context WIPO

could undertake studies to explore how, given the constraints of the IP systeDCthe

could be helped to acquire technology at affordable prices and build up their knowledge
bases; traditional knowledge and genetic resources where WIPO could help the LDCs to
identify, categorize and create inventories of their traditional knowleudjgenetic

resources; the public and business sectors where WIPO could contribute to building
awareness in several areas. The Delegation acknowledged the work done by WIPO in these
areas. The Delegation finally stated that it was important that WIgé tdwe bottlenecks

that can come up as a result of the IP regime and focus on helping LDCs overcome these
constraints.

49. The Delegation of the Philippines associated itself with the statements made on behalf
of the Asian Group and the Assoaist of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN). It thanked

the Director General for his leadership and his opening statement reflecting his vision of
inclusion and empowerment and it thanked the Secretariat for the implementation of WIPO
activities and the prepations for the Assemblies. The Delegation applauded WIPQO'’s efforts
to promote development, ranging from public information and education campaigns, to
capacitybuilding and technical assistance. It then reported on activities by the Intellectual
Propery Office of the Philippines in the past biennium. In 2005, it shifted its vision and
mission towards cultivating and using IP as a tool for national development and started the
Organization’s transition towards a financially, salfficient agency. ThBelegation stated

that the Philippines was facing many challenges in IP protection, promotion, enforcement and
public information and education, and it appreciated WIPQ'’s technical support in drafting the
national IP strategy. The WIPO audit tool hadantigular been very useful for the

preliminary research. In addition, WIPO'’s assistance to develop IP and SMEs capacity
building programs and to promote the creative industry had also taken off this year. The
Delegation then announced that IP Philippiwes establishing an IP Training Institute which
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would be developed into a center for research and training on IP, with WIPO’s and others’
support. The Delegation believed that the concerns of developing countries should be
addressed at all levels and thatalance should be established between the rights of the
public and the rights of IP owners. It stressed that the Philippines was also aspiring to push
forward the development agenda for IP within its own country and in the world economy
through concret and constructive approaches, and the Delegation adhered to the basic and
fundamental role of IP in promoting research, creativity and innovation. The Delegation was
of the opinion that to strengthen this role, there were issues that WIPO should Eacklg,

the impact of IP on public health and the prices of medicines, in which context the first IP and
Public Health Forum had been organized in 2005, in the Philippines, with assistance from
WIPO and WHO. The Forum came up with policy recommendattaighe Philippines

aimed to implement within the next five years as part of a broader national IP strategy.
Secondly, the impact of IP on the tools needed to survive and compete in the knowledge
economy, such as textbooks, educational software andestbential goods, which were often
priced beyond the reach of developing countries. Thirdly, the constraining effects of IP and
technology, such as broad patents and insufficiency of disclosure which prevented the use of
technology transfer of IP. Fouty, preventing the misappropriation of TK and genetic
resources, including the need to establish an international framework of understanding
concerning prior informed consent and benefit sharing on the use of genetic resources and
TK, and avoiding errones patent grants. The Delegation believed that IP had a significant
role to play in achieving the UN Millennium Development Goals and that collective efforts
and joint actions of WIPO Member States were essential to achieve these goals. In this
context,the Delegation expressed its support for WIPQO'’s continuing effort of bringing
together Member States and other interested parties, to find solutions to the many complex
issues and concerns to ensure that IP would become a tool for national developraent. Th
Delegation looked forward to stepping up international cooperation with WIPO.

50. The Delegation of Kenya associated itself with the statement made on behalf of the
African Group. It expressed its satisfaction with WIPQO'’s strategic goaltharmbsitive

results achieved by the Organization. It noted that Kenya had benefited from various WIPO
activities thatjnter alia, had enabled the Kenya Industrial Property Institute (KIPI) to
modernize and automate its IP infrastructure, and whichncaeled various seminars and
workshops. The Delegation urged WIPO to further enhance its emphasis on the development
of human resources in IP in order to bridge the digital divide. The Delegation thanked WIPO
for organizing the regional seminar on Stac Use of IP for Development, in collaboration

with the Government of Kenya, in May 2006, at which various recommendations regarding
the development of IP in the African region had been agreed. It noted that the regional
initiative needed to be deepenedensure that IP would take the center stage in the regional
economic integration, through the East African Community, COMESA, ECOWAS, SADC.
The Delegation also expressed its gratitude to WIPO and the Government of Singapore for
organizing the Diplomati€onference for the Adoption of a Revised Trademark Law Treaty.

It noted that the signing of the Treaty was timely due to its coincidence with the final phase of
automation of the Kenyan Trademark processing system at KIPIl. The Delegation believed
that hie Treaty would not only create an Assembly of Contracting Parties, but would also
provide an avenue for electronic communication systems, harmonization of trademark laws
and simplification of rules for recording trademark licenses. The Delegation timtiomeel

the recent Third Global Youth Employment Summit (YES) and the Fourth AFRICITIES
Conference, hosted by Kenya, which brought together some 2,000 youths from around the
world and some 5,000 delegates from local authorities in Africa. The fora lesde@the
importance of SMEs as a source of innovation and creativity, to enhance the livelihood of
millions of people working in the informal sector. Regarding the work of the SPLT, the
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Delegation stated that Kenya was against prioritizing various suivstégssues for

deliberations and identifying four issues only for faiatking on the SPLT, namely novelty,

prior art, grace period and inventive step, as put forward in the informal session of the SCP,
held in Geneva, in April 2006. Kenya would preti@incorporate in the Treaty the concerns

of the entire WIPO membership in a holistic manner, including the important issues of the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the International Treaty on Plant Genetic
Resources for Food and Agricultut@ PGRFA). Issues such as disclosure of origin of

genetic resources, access and benefit sharing, prior informed consent, farmers’ rights and TK
should also be considered in the proposed SPLT. The Delegatffirmead its full support

and cooperation ithis endeavor in future meetings and deliberations. The Delegation was
also fully committed to the ongoing discussions within the work of the IGC and called for a
consolidation of the progress made with a view to completing the process. The Delegation
suwpported the introduction of a binding international instrument that would include disclosure
of certificate of origin and prior informed consent in a patent application, as it believed that
this was the only instrument that would guarantee effective piatemgainst biopiracy and
misappropriation of TK and expressions of folklore. In this context, the Delegation reported
that the Government of Kenya had now established a task force on the protection of TK,
folklore and access and benefit sharing of gemesources to come up with

recommendations on the incorporation of the above issues under the existing IP regime or to
develop an effectiveui generis system. In the area of copyright and related rights, the
Delegation strongly supported the updatifighe protection granted to broadcasting
organizations and to audio visual performances in line with the rapid advancements in
technology, and it noted that Kenya was in favor of the separation of web casting and
simulcasting from the main treaty and tloeeening of a diplomatic conference on traditional
broadcasting as agreed during the last SCCR meeting in May 2006. The Delegation similarly
took note of the progress so far made in the IGC with respect to establishment of a voluntary
fund to facilitate he participation of indigenous and local communities in the work of the
committee. It believed that the next step should be geared towards the formulation of an
international instrument for protection of TK, genetic resources and folklore to enable the
local and indigenous communities, being the custodians of these resources, to benefit from
their exploitation. The Delegation then acknowledged the important role played by the
Advisory Committee on Enforcement and it believed that the Committee couldrpisen

greater role in assisting developing countries in devising strategies and sharing experiences in
fulfilling their enforcement obligations under the various treaties administered by WIPO. It
therefore welcomed the discussion of the developmentdiioe in relation to enforcement.

The Delegation reiterated the importance that Kenya attached to the WIPO Development
Agenda, and it was confident that the Assemblies would adopt new ideas and strategies to
ensure that development issues remain in trefrfant of the WIPO agenda. It therefore

urged the Assemblies to renew the mandate of the PCDA to enable the Committee to
effectively complete the tasks given to it by the General Assembly. It also called for the
broadening of assistance, both in scape @ontent, to enable countries to take advantage of
opportunities that were presented by the new challenges.

51. The Delegation of Nepal thanked the Director General for his statement, and in
particular the focus on protecting and using IP, ltdsased management and accountability
as well as cooperation activities with the developing countries and LDCs. The Delegation
supported the statement made by Indonesia on behalf of the Asian Group and by Benin on
behalf of the LDC Group and noted theiates undertaken by WIPO in achieving the
objectives of promoting and protecting the intellectual property system over the years. It
urged WIPO to continue in this work so that the protection of intellectual property was
ensured whilst maintaining ashg development content and hence benefits for the
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developing and the least developed countries. The Delegation supported the mainstreaming
of the development agenda in WIPO and looked forward to reaching consensus on concrete
outcomes in PCDA. The Dgjation noted the important role of WIPO in the field of capacity
building and human resource development through the provision of technical assistance, the
organization of various training workshop at the national and regional levels and the provision
to Member State countries of access to various IP related activities. They acknowledged that
many countries around the world, despite their capacity constraints, were committed to the
protection of intellectual property rights and emphasized how such pootestichanisms not

only promoted overall benefits to these countries, but also played a catalytic role in bridging
the development gap in an equitable manner. The Delegation recalled that invention and
innovation in science and technology had driven megand development throughout the

world through the ages, and their development oriented equitable application and promotion
should pave the way for all Member States to join the mainstream of progress and
development. The Delegation felt that the SCgotiations would ensure a balanced and
equitable international patent system and requested that the Assembly gave clear instructions
to the forthcoming negotiations on all the issues. The Delegation stated that LDCs had,
besides other areas, potentiaiiRhe form of traditional knowledge, indigenous technology,
genetic resources and cultural expressions and emphasized that capacity building for the
purpose of establishing intellectual property institutions in these areas had become
increasingly importainto contribute to economic growth and to social and cultural
development. The LDCs expected support for private sector development, strengthening
managerial and technical capabilities and to this end the Delegation requested the
establishment of trust fuls in WIPO with a view to enhancing the capacity building for

LDCs which should be given top priority and be implemented in the shortest possible
timeframe. The Delegation felt that the small and medium sized enterprises were important
forces in LDCs tayet involved in research and development activities but although their
capacity was limited it had not yet been fully exploited. These enterprises were not yet in a
position to take benefits from the IP regime. The Delegation acknowledged that WIPO had
initiated some important work in this area but sought further intensified cooperation to obtain
tangible outcomes in this regard. The Delegation reported that WIPO and the Government of
Nepal had established a cooperation and partnership for the modemdfahe intellectual
property system in Nepal and expressed their appreciation for the assistance provided by the
LDC Division and the Development Cooperation Division which had enabled Nepal to
upgrade their IP system to serve the larger goal of rateapacity building along with

specific assistance for bringing national legislative and administrative mechanism into
conformity with the TRIPS Agreement following Nepal's accession to the WTO. Also
appreciated was the commissioning of studies on éttel&l property and SMEs and the
Delegation looked forward to more comprehensive and enhanced level of activities in the
future.

52. The Delegation of Bolivia pointed out that for the first time, Bolivia had an indigenous
President who represeut the majority of the population that was traditionally excluded.

Bolivia was undergoing democratic changes, and increasing importance was being attached to
the demands of the majority of the population, which was of indigenous origin. Referring to
the Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional
Knowledge and Folklore, the Delegation stated that it was known that the people were the
ones who suffered most from unlawful acts of biopiracy, given that it wasitiestaal

knowledge, genetic resources and folklore of their community that were plundered in favor of
private, foreign monopolies, which were permitted by international and multilateral
intellectual property rules. The Delegation stated that earliersarpéom a developed

country, in trying to explain that situation, had mentioned that unfortunately, there were still
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many cases that were ethically reprehensible, but legally valid at the international level. The
Delegation pointed out that such praetigas not the best one to follow and that in Bolivia,
attempts were being made to change those practices. It therefore hoped that it could rely on
the multilateral support of government and civil society authorities. Efforts to achieve results
as soon apossible should therefore be intensified, in order to correct such distortions and to
take into account fundamental aspects in the patent legislation relevant to that area, such as
disclosure of source and of country of origin, prior informed conseniea@mitible benefit
sharing. The Delegation was surprised at the slow progress being made in the
Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional
Knowledge and Folklore, which was now in its tenth session. If malighroduce the results

that the people and other peoples required in the shortest time possible, an evaluation of the
effectiveness and efficiency of that mechanism would not be ruled out. The Delegation was
also concerned that firstly, in many meetingseemed that not all the positions of the
Members had been given due consideration, a situation that, if it continued, could detract from
the usual principles of the United Nations system, such as the search for consensus,
democracy and transparency.oidover, on the development theme, it had been noticed that
WIPO was one of the last multilateral organizations to have started a process to incorporate
that theme completely, through the Development Agenda, which was attracting attention
given that the marity of the Members were developing countries. Setting aside the fact that
the process had been initiated only two years ago, the Delegation considered that the
proposals and interests of developing countries should be given serious consideration in tha
and in other areas, to avoid representing only certain interests, which could cause a loss of
legitimacy for the Organization. Referring to the Provisional Committee on Proposals Related
to a WIPO Development Agenda (PCDA), the Delegation pointed dubé¢igative

experiences should not be replicated when instead, best practice could be replicated.
Moreover, the Delegation made an appeal to incorporate the proposals on that theme, as a
matter of priority without exclusion, otherwise the spirit of conses that was the goal in

every multilateral organization would not be respected. In conclusion, the Delegation
supported the statement made by the Delegation of Argentina on behalf of the “Friends of
Development”.

53. The Delegation of Angolaongratulated the Director General for his opening speech as
well as WIPQO's efforts to defend IP in general without overlooking the constant concerns of
developing countries, and in particular the least developed countries, and also for its excellent
reporton the implementation of programs for the first half of 2006. Angola is a country
whose economy is moving slowly towards development, after many years of problems and
difficulties known to everybody. The Delegation indicated that Angola’s developmeid wo
only be secured if many factors came together, including the importance of intellectual
property, and more particularly, innovation. The modernization of laws and infrastructure, as
well as human resource training, are concerns towards improvingfiteney and

protection of the intellectual property system in Angola, in particular, with regard to the
combating of counterfeiting and piracy at borders. These activities have been possible only
with support from WIPO at the very highest level anddbwtribution of governmental

bodies as well as civil societies. In April 2006, WIPO together with the Portuguese Institute
of Industrial Property held a meeting with ministers of the Portugsigsaking Countries
Community (CPLP). During this meetinglusophone portal was established, enabling
interchange and development among Portuguese speaking countries. This program will
certainly facilitate access for the countries that belong to the CLCP patent database. The
Delegation noted that the Director i&eal had said on several occasions that intellectual
property could be seen as an end in itself and earlier in the morning the Brazilian Minister of
Culture, a famous singer, and a direct beneficiary of copyright and related rights, had also
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made a similastatement. This goal could only be fully beneficial for countries if WIPO paid
attention, not only to the developed countries, but also to the needs and interests of
developing countries and indeed the least developed countries. This was partivelealyet

with genetic resources, traditional knowledge and folklore which were some of the real
concerns that were on the PCDA’s agenda; the Delegation supported the continuation of
PCDA on these items. The Delegation endorsed the statements from Miggezila and

Benin on behalf of the Group of Friend of Development, the African Group and the Least
Developed countries respectively, who had unanimously recognized these items. Angola
believed that the Director General and the Vice Director Generalgllaofdhe staff of

WIPO would endeavor to ensure that the least developed countries attained shortly a level of
development which would be for the good of IP. The Angolan Government, for its part,
would do all it could to adhere to the WIPO treaties @m/entions, to ensure that Angola

was better integrated within the Organization. Over the coming few months, Angola will
deposit the Instruments of Accession to the Paris Convention and the PCT and approve new
laws on industrial property and copyrightiaihwere currently being examined by the
Government.

54. The Delegation of Malaysia supported the statements made by distinguished Delegates
from Indonesia and Singapore, on behalf of the Asian and ASEAN Groups. The Delegation
expressed theimpgreciation concerning the deliverables and achievements in the program
performance report for the 2004 and 2005 biennium, and for the implementation of the work
within the budgetary constraints, without having compromised the Organization’s overall
ability to achieve its expected biennial result. Malaysia supported the new proposed
mechanism to further involve Member States in the preparation and fofiav the WIPO
Program and Budget which would strengthen Member States’ role in the substantive review
of the program performance. Additionally, the Delegation appreciated WIPQO'’s continued role
in assisting Member States to use the intellectual property system to meet their obligations
under multilateral intellectual property instruments to which they wqrarty as well as the

use of intellectual property rights to support their development efforts. The Delegation
underlined the importance of WIPQ'’s technical assistance program being deénvam] so

as to ensure an appropriate balance between pulity goals and international IPR
commitments. The Delegation believed that a balance should always be maintained between
the rights and interests of holders and the users and were keen to see the continuation of
WIPOQO'’s assistance to these programs asobtige priorities for the next biennium. Seminars
and workshops which WIPO and the Malaysian IP Officerganized during 2006 were

found to be helpful as they were specially tailored for IP practitioners, judges, lectures,
researchers as well as SMHs.addition, Malaysia, having acceded to the Patent Cooperation
Treaty in 2006, had cooperated with WIPO in successfully organizing a Seminar on Patent
Cooperation Treaty for IP officials and IP practitioners. Concerning the outcome of
discussions held ithe SCCR for the Treaty on the Protection of Broadcasting Organizations,
Malaysia was pleased to note that the proposed treaty would focus only on rights relating to
traditional broadcasting. In this respect, Malaysia supported the recommendation5¥ the
SCCR to convene the Diplomatic Conference and fully supported the convening eflaytwo
special meeting in January 2007. It was hoped that this special meeting would be able to
resolve outstanding issues of concern to developing countries suehsasple, limitation

and exceptions, as well as technological protection measures. The Delegation believed that
this special meeting would greatly facilitate the work of the Diplomatic Conference towards
achieving consensus. Malaysia welcomed the sefidis@issions concerning the

Development Agenda issues in WIPO as these had contributed to a better understanding of
the implications of various IP policies and measures to developing countries and noted the
significant convergence on the need for disamssin the Development Agenda to be
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continued but in order to ensure a substantive result, discussions should be conducted in a
body with a clear mandate and within a clearly specified period of time in order to ensure
continuity, sustainability and codffectiveness. Malaysia supported the work of the
Intergovernmental Committee on IP and Traditional Knowledge, Genetic Resources and
Folklore (IGC) to prevent the misuse or misappropriation of genetic resources and to provide
an equitable protection systdor traditional knowledge and traditional cultural expression.

The Delegation felt that the IGC should continue its work with the view to reaching
consensus by the end of this biennium in order to establish a good protection system for
traditional cultual expressions and traditional knowledge. Also the harmonization of the
Patent Law would benefit all stakeholders, including the general public, rights holders and IP
offices provided issues that needed to be resolved to achieve harmonization of sebstanti
patent law took into account the interest and concerns of all Member States. In this regard,
Malaysia recognized the importance of the future work of the SCP in respect to the draft
Substantive Patent Law Treaty (SPLT) to arrive at a balanced andlzeguitternational

patent system. In concluding, the Delegation reiterated their appreciation of WIPO’s
commendable work and looked forward to the continuation of effective cooperation and
assistance with WIPO in the next biennium.

55. The Dekgation of Sri Lanka associated itself with the statement made on behalf of the
Asian Group, and commended the Director General and the Secretariat for the preparations of
the Assemblies, as well as for the successful implementation of the programitéactivhe
Delegation expressed its appreciation of the importance and the extent of the contribution that
the IP system can make to the economic and social development of any given country, and
noted that the promotion of national creativity, the prataadf IP rights and the use of the IP
system for the benefit of society were receiving Sri Lanka’s constructive and coordinated
attention. Current activities in Sri Lanka included: capacity building in the IP Office which
included the use of IT; humaasource development including the training of public and

private sector officials; promoting public awareness of IP; encouraging the enterprises to use
the IP system for their competitive advantage; enhancing effective enforcement of IP rights;
and eyansion of the services of the IP Office beyond its traditional activities which included
various development oriented activities such as awareness building, training, teaching,
inventor support, enterprise guidance, strengthening public sector / pacaie ®@operation

on IP-related matters, dispute resolution, consumer protection and promoting the use of IP
assets for economic development. The Delegation underscored its interest in constructively
addressing the issues relating to the protection adtgeresources and TK. The Delegation
observed that Sri Lanka had been a beneficiary of many development cooperation activities of
WIPO, and had also had the opportunity to become a partner in some activities, such as by
successfully conducting two regiarprograms for SAARC and the Asian region in Colombo

in 2006, with two more similar activities having already been scheduled. The Delegation
expressed its appreciation to those Member States which had extended cooperation to
SriLanka in IRrelated techical cooperation activities, namely USA, Japan, Republic of

Korea and EU. Lastly, the Delegation reaffirmed Sri Lanka’s commitment to the promotion
and protection of IP in overall economic development.

56. The Delegation of Pakistan associatsélf with the statement made on behalf of the
Asian Group, and expressed its appreciation to the Director General for his comprehensive
statement on the many initiatives taken under his leadership, which, in its view, had
contributed greatly to the achimwent of the Organization’s core objectives, particularly the
objective of empowering countries to utilize the IP system for attaining developmental goals.
The Delegation noted that Pakistan had in recent years greatly benefited from WIPQO’s
enhanced focusn development. The country had maintained high economic growth with the
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real GDP growth rate averaging 7 per cent during the last 3 years. In order to sustain that
pattern, the Government was putting in place a regulatory and institutional frameatork th

was necessary for a modern competitive economy. The establishment of the Intellectual
Property Organization of Pakistan (IHRkistan), an umbrella organization for the integrated
management of IP, constituted an important step in that directionrP#R{Stan was actively
engaged in modernizing Pakistan’s existing IP infrastructure and simultaneously improving

its service delivery. Under the country’s national IP strategy, IP registries were being
automated and enforcement mechanisms were beingtsteaed. In all those activities,

WIPO had offered invaluable assistance, particularly in cooperation with the European Union
as well as the IP Offices of Singapore and Australia. The Delegation stressed that in its
experience, WIPQO's ability to undertakestomized programs and to work in consultation

with other partners was clear evidence of the Organization’s increase in capacity to effectively
address the developmental needs of Member States. The Delegation observed that, in its
view, five issues orhe Assembly’s agenda merited particular attention. First, serious
consideration must be given to making progress on proposals relating to the development
agenda. The issue at the heart of the development agenda discussions was the need to ensure
that thelP system provided Member States, with different levels of development, the
necessary policy space to meet their developmental needs. It was particularly necessary to
address the possible effects of IPRs on accessibility and affordability of mediextbepks,
educational software and modern technology. Approximately 111 proposals had been tabled
in the PCDA, as such, if progress were to be made, it was necessary to agree on the following:
at least two more meetings of the PCDA,; a clear directitimet® CDA to evolve a

methodology to streamline and prioritize the proposals; and clearer recommendations for
action by the PCDA for the next Assemblies. Second, the deliberations on the protection of
TK and folklore were also at a crucial stage. TheeDatfion believed that a clear signal

should be sent to the IGC that the extensive work that had been done in this area should result
in an international framework that would foster effective protection of TK and cultural
expressions. Third, the lack ofverk program for the SCP should be a matter of concern to

all Member States. The Delegation felt that the differences on the proposed substantive
Patent Law Treaty were too wide to be bridged in the near term, and that continued
effectiveness of the inteational patent system in promoting innovation was dependant on
addressing two broad sets of issues: one related to public policy aspects of the patent system,
and the other to the quality of patents being granted. In its view, the mandate of the SCP to
consider the elements of a balanced work program and to present its recommendation on such
a program to the 2007 Assemblies, was critical. Fourth, the SCCR had recommended that a
diplomatic conference should be held next year on the protection of tkeafdiroadcasting
organizations. The Delegation’s view was that the diplomatic conference, if it were to be a
success, must be preceded by intensive preparatory work. There were still many concerns
among Member States and different stakeholders omplecations of the proposed basic

text. Those issues needed to be addressed in the proposed preparatory meeting in January
2007. As a first step, the Delegation recommended that maximum participation of
capitatbased experts be ensured in that meetingugh the financing of participants from
developing countries, even beyond the customary five participants from each region. Also, if
need be, the duration of the meeting be extended beyond the two day limit. Finally, the
Delegation suggested that thes&mblies would need to take a careful look at the

management and the budgetary reform processes in which the Organization was engaged.
The Delegation was greatly encouraged by the seriousness with which the Secretariat had
proceeded with reform measuréswever, it remained concerned that overly elaborate audit

and reporting procedures could lead to unnecessary administrative and financial burdens on
the Organization. To avoid this, the Assemblies should agree on reviewing the current audit
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mechanismsral budgetary reporting requirements at its next session, which review could be
based on recommendations to be given by the PBC.

57. The Delegation of Romania associated itself with the statements made by the
Representatives of Croatia, on beludlthe Group of Central European and Baltic States, and
of the European Union (EU). It also announced that the next Summit of F3peeaking

Countries would take place very shortly in Romania. Reporting on the various activities
conducted in cooperatiovith the Organization, it cited the main initiatives launched during

the first half of the year. On January 17, the State Office for Inventions and Trademarks had
celebrated the 180anniversary of its founding and of the publication of the first Réaman

patent law. It said that it was proud that the guests present at the festivities in honor of that
event had included higlevel representatives from WIPO, the European Patent Office (EPO)
and the Office for Harmonization in the Internal Market (OHI&H,well as intellectual

property offices from various countries. The centenary had also been celebrated in February,
when an exhibition was inaugurated at WIPO providing a summary of the greatest Romanian
inventors and thereby an insight into the histwiryndustrial property and the State Office for
Inventions and Trademarks. Also, the Romanian Copyright Office had celebrated its tenth
anniversary on June 26, 2006. On that occasion, the Office had organized a series of events
including the round tablentitled “A Decade of Copyright” which had taken place with the
support of the Ministry of Culture and Worship and which had brought together public
institutions, NGOs and collective management societies. The Delegation stated further that
Romania had rththe honor to organize the Eastern Europe and Central Asia Regional
Congress on Combating Counterfeiting and Piracy, which had been held in Bucharest on
July11 and 12, in cooperation with the Steering Committee of the Global Congress and under
the Chairnanship of WIPO. During their opening addresses, the President and Prime
Minister of Romania had emphasized the strength of their commitment to more effective
application of intellectual property rights. The aim of the Congress, which had brought
togetherhigh level representatives from governments and the private sector in 46 countries,
had been to prepare the work of the Third Global Congress on Combating Counterfeiting and
Piracy, to be held in Geneva in January 200fat meeting produced the Buchdres

Declaration, which stated, among other things, that “effectively protecting the intellectual
property rights is critical for sustainable economic growth” and that “attacking the trade in
counterfeit and pirated goods at the national, regional and désedd should be elevated as

a top priority.” It further formulated recommendations to be implemented regionally and
internationally through the common efforts of governments, regional and international
organizations and the private sector. The meashatfRo0mania had designed to better

address the issues of counterfeiting and pi#asych as the adoption of a strategic action plan

in the field, the conclusion of a protocol of collaboration between public authorities, the
private sector and NGOs, theitiag of enforcement officers with the support of WHRO

were introduced to the Member States of WIPO at the Advisory Committee on Enforcement
(ACE), which had proved to be an excellent forum for sharing ideas and experiences on the
topic of education and aseness. The Delegation reaffirmed its commitment to the
continuation of the work of the ACE, but noted, however, that strengthening the enforcement
of IP rights was not the only domain of IP that had captured Romania’s interest in the recent
period. Baed on the premise that IP protection can spur development, Romania had
embarked, in cooperation with WIPO, on establishing the link between the cofhasgd
industries and economic growth. An agreement had been signed between WIPO and the
Center for Reearch on Culture, with the Romanian Copyright Office’s assistance, for the
drafting and releasing of the “Study on the Contribution of Copyright and Related Rights
Industries to the Gross Domestic Product of Romania.” The Delegation observed that the
whoale range of projects which had been undertaken with WIPO showed that the Organization
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had much to offer and that improving its potential should be a common and constant
aspiration of all Member States. In that respect, the Delegation fully supportedytiegon
process of reviewing the human and financial resources, and of increasing the involvement
and the responsibility of Member States, in drafting and the follow up on the budget and
program of the Organization. However, the Delegation did not sealdmelkange the

mandate of WIPO. As it had stated in the discussions on the Development Agenda,
development was already a strong and undeniable dimension of WIPO. While it was also true
that that dimension needed to be further improved, the Delegatmylst believed that the
Organization had to keep its specific mission, as stipulated in its Constitution, which included,
among other things, the harmonization of laws for the benefit of all countries, users and the
public alike. In that sense, it welcenhthe results of the conference in Singapore in March
2006 and indicated that Romania was already among the signatories of the Singapore Treaty
on the Law of Trademarks. However, the Delegation regretted the lack of progress it had
experienced in othenstances, and specifically in the forum on the Development Agenda. It
hoped that more commitment to positive results from all Member States could enhance the
productivity of the Organization.

58. The Delegation of El Salvador expressed itsigrde¢ for the work done by the World
Intellectual Property Organization in the period from 2005 to date. The Delegation
emphasized that intellectual property had become an instrument which, accessible and useful
to humanity, helped to enhance the assed®d demystify the system. It said that

El Salvador was a country committed to human development and, within its Government’s
plan “a Government with a Human Sense”, it had devoted a special chapter to youth and
science and technology, and had even eckatVice Ministry of Educational Technology

with a special program entitled@ountry. Significant efforts had been made under that
program with regard to industrial policy and a national innovation system had been set up for
development and technologiganovation. The Government continued to work on a

permanent basis and to involve all the institutions responsible for and committed to enforcing
intellectual property rights. The Delegation recalled that on September 19, 2006, the
amendment protocol debeen deposited through which the Agreement on TRadieted

Aspects of Intellectual Property (TRIPS), done at Geneva, Switzerland, on December 6, 2005,
would be amended. Said instrument was a triumph in the public health negotiations with the
World Trace Organization (WTO), which would benefit developing countries and the Least
Developed Countries. Similarly, the Delegation emphasized that since August 17,

El Salvador had been a party to the PCT and also to the Budapest Treaty. With regard to the
agena for the fortysecond series of meetings of the WIPO Assemblies, the Delegation
wished to highlight only a few points. Firstly, it referred to the agreement reached on
September 13, 2006, in the Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights (8CCR),
which it had been recommended to the Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO to hold a
diplomatic conference on the protection of broadcasting organizations, and it emphasized the
Delegation’s satisfaction with that agreement. Similarly, referringad&ingapore

Trademark Law Treaty, the aim of which was to streamline and simplify the administrative
procedures relating to national and regional applications for the registration of marks and the
maintenance of those registrations, the Delegation alsgratulated the Organization. The
aspects that had been introduced with said Treaty preserved the flexibility which the
Government of El Salvador had been seeking. The inclusion of a section relating to the
electronic filing of marks registration applicans and related communications was

considered very positive for offices since they provided services online. In relation to
maintenance, as an agenda item on the Diplomatic Conference on the Protection of
Audiovisual Performances in 2000, the Delegatiard that with the adoption of that Treaty

rights would be conferred on that category of owners of related rights which the International
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Convention for the Protection of Performers, Producers of Phonograms and Broadcasting
Organizations, known as the Rer@onvention, had not envisaged. Positive results were
predicted in the discussions that would reopen for that purpose. Finally, it thanked the
Secretariat for the continuous efforts made in relation to training in different areas and, in that
connection highlighted the project which was being implemented in El Salvador, which
consisted of a training program for the judiciary on the enforcement of intellectual property
rights; that was a proposal prepared jointly by the National Council of the Judibiry

Ministry of Economy and the National Registration Center, with WIPO's support and
cooperation. The aim of said project was to provide specific knowledge of intellectual
property, so that judges could have available information that would fadhtataking of
decisions in cases related to the enforcement of intellectual property rights. In that project,
which would last for one year, the subjects of copyright and related rights would be covered.

59. The Delegation of Bosnia and Herzegwthanked WIPO staff for their hard work in
preparing the WIPO Assemblies. It further noted that the past year had been very important
for the Intellectual Property Institute of Bosnia and Herzegovina due to the splitting of the
former Institute for Stadards, Metrology and Intellectual Property into three independent
institutes, and many other IP development activities including the harmonization of legislation
with the TRIPS requirements and with thequis Communautaire. The Delegation stated

that fdlowing the Law of October 2004, the establishment of the Intellectual Property

Institute of Bosnia and Herzegovina would be effective by the end of 2006, and that the
Institute would continue its mandate in the field of IP protection. In Septembera2005,

Director of the Institute had been appointed and the organizational structure had been
confirmed. The Institute’s headquarters would be moved from Sarajevo to Mostar, with two
Agencies established in Sarajevo and Banja Luka, with a total number op&zyees, up

from the current 12 persons. The Delegation also mentioned that the Institute had started
preparations for the ratification by Bosnia and Herzegovina of international IP conventions,
such as the Rome Convention, the Phonograms Conventidtrésbourg Agreement, the
Budapest Treaty, thdadrid Protocol, the Geneva Act 1999 of thague Agreement, and the
Washington Treaty. Furthermore, at the Diplomatic Conference for the adoption of the
revised Trademark Law Treaty held in Singapore, BaanthHerzegovina had signed the
Singapore Treaty on the Law on Trademarks as well as the Final Act Adopted by the
Diplomatic Conference. In addition, the Institute was preparing several bylaws for
implementation of the current IP legislation. The Delegadlso pointed out that in

accordance with the European Partnership document, the Institute had been included in the
IPR legislation harmonization process with Ageuis Communautaire and the TRIPS

Agreement. In this context, the Laws on Industrialerty Protection and Copyright and

Related Rights were expected to be amended by August 2007. The Institute had also prepared
a Law on Protection of Integrated Circuits, and the Delegation believed that the Law would be
adopted by the end of 2006. Furtnere, the Delegation pointed out that the CARDS Project
for assistance to the Institute and other stakeholders, financed by the European Union, would
start next year, and that the Institute was participating in the WIPO University Initiative and
other aavwities related to the implementation of the CARDS Regional Project. Among the
major activities in 2005 and 2006, the Delegation highlighted the organization of a seminar on
Community Trademark and Community Design, in cooperation with the EPO and OHIM,

held in Sarajevo, in April 2006, and activities related to the process of the accession by
Bosnia and Herzegovina to the WTO and the European Union.

60. The Delegation of the United Republic of Tanzania associated itself with the statement
made ly the Government of Nigeria on behalf of the African Group. It congratulated the
Director General on WIPQO'’s achievements since the Assemblies in 2005 and expressed its
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support for the goals enunciated by the Director General, including the goal ofviechss

of which Tanzania had been a major beneficiary. The Delegation then reported on the
programs undertaken in Tanzania in cooperation with WIPO, and stated that Tanzania was in
the process of mainstreaming IP policies in the overall national ecoderetopment policy,

and to this end, an industrial property assessment of the country had been carried out and a
study on the impact of the creative industries on the economy was underway. The Delegation
highlighted that WIPO had also provided suppothmarea of capacity building, including a
regional training course for LDCs in Dar es Salaam, organized in collaboration with the
Swedish Government, and a meeting of the East African Community which focused on the
harmonization of IP laws within the Conumity and strategies for exploiting the full benefits

of flexibility within the TRIPS Agreement. In the area of technology transfer and information
technology, the Delegation thanked WIPO for the successful automation of the Tanzania
mainland and Zanzibandustrial Property Offices which were now better able to play the role

of a vital hub in the economic and technology development process in the country. In this
context, WIPO had also assisted Tanzania in establishing an information and advisory service
center on IP at the Commission for Science and Technology and in carrying out outreach
programs targeting universities and other research and development institutions. In the field
of copyright, the Delegation mentioned WIPQO'’s assistance in settingoypgiat offices and
collective administration systems in Tanzania mainland and Zanzibar, as a result of which, the
first distribution of royalties for public performances had recently taken place. Furthermore,
Tanzania would organize shortly a retreatrfational broadcasting organizations. The
Delegation then underlined the importance of capacity building and requested that adequate
resources be made available to WIPQO's technical assistance program.

61. The Delegation of Serbia notified thssemblies that following the outcome of the
referendum on independence held in Montenegro in May 2006, the States Union of Serbia and
Montenegro did no longer exist. On the basis of Arifleof the Constitution Charter of

Serbia and Montenegro, the Rétic of Serbia was continuing the state and legal identity of

the former States Union of Serbia and Montenegro, as of June 3, 2006. Therefore, the
Republic of Serbia continued to exercise its rights and to honor all its commitments deriving
from all international conventions, including those administered by WIPO, which were signed
and ratified by the States Union or its predecessor States. The IP Office in Belgrade
continued to function as the agency for the Republic of Serbia, preserving its entire
competencies, premises, staff and equipment. The Delegation stressed that the Republic of
Serbia recognized the validity of all the industrial property rights constituted in the former
States Union as well as applications either submitted directly to th#ide of the former

States Union or submitted on the basis of international conventions administered by WIPO
with the designation of the former States Union. It also stressed that the same applied to
European patents and patent applications whose vahdisyextended to the former States

Union on the basis of the cooperation agreement concluded with the EPO. The Delegation
notified the Assemblies of the new tatter code for Serbia, RS, adopted by the

International Organization for Standardization.e elegation then reported on the work

carried out in completing IP protection legislation in the former States Union as well as in
Serbia, including the passing of new laws for the protection of copyright and related rights,
patents, trademarks, desigtapographies of integrated circuits, a law on special

competencies for efficient enforcement of IP rights, a decree on border measures empowering
the various inspectorates and the customs authorities to act more efficiently against piracy and
counterfeitig, and amendment of the criminal law to authorize the public prosecutors to act

ex officio against alleged perpetrators of IP crimes and to provide for more strict sanctions.
The Delegation stressed that the new legislation had been harmonized withRIge TR
Agreement and the legislation of the European Union. It mentioned that to enable the
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effective implementation of the legislation, the institutional capacity of the customs authority,
the police, and some inspectorates had been reinforced, with idtarass of WIPO, the EU,
through the regional and national CARDS programs, as well as by the Government of the
United States of America, through various USAID programs. The Delegation further
highlighted the successful implementation of WIPQO'’s indugbrieperty automation system,
IPAS, for processing trademarks, and announced that IPAS would be used very shortly to
process designs. It also mentioned that the Republic of Serbia had benefited from various
WIPO seminars and training courses, includinguotsssful technology licensing, in
Belgrade, in 2005, which would be continued in October 2006, and on evaluation of IP, co
organized by WIPQO, in Belgrade, in 2004. In this context, the Delegation thanked the
Director General and the relevant organizalamits of WIPO for their valuable assistance
and support. Finally, the Delegation emphasized the Republic of Serbia’s commitment to
further advance the IP culture and strengthen IP rights protection.

62. The Delegation of Kazakhstan commeth&&IPO for its work and praised the personal
contribution of the Director General to strengthening and developing the international system
of IP protection. It said that Kazakhstan devoted particular attention to IP issues and thanked
WIPO for its constansupport and assistance in this process. The Delegation mentioned that a
new national development strategy had been defined aiming towards Kazakhstan becoming
one of the 50 most competitive countries in the world, and that the strategy outlined the
creaton of a program for industrial and innovation development for the yearsZI& and

the strengthening of Kazakhstan’s reputation as a strict guarantor of the protection of
copyright and trademarks. Within the framework of the strategy, the Delegtdted that

the State Investment Fund, Kazakhstan Development Bank, the National Innovation Fund, the
Center for Marketing and Analytical Research and the Center for Engineering and
Technology Transfer were all in operation, and in addition, a numbechofdlgy parks and
business incubators had been set up. A program of development for the national patent
system for 200-2011 had also been devised, the aim of which was to increase the
effectiveness of the national patent system by ensuring the timeatyigation of patent
applications and the reliability of the documents issued providing protection, strengthening
patent licensing activities and supporting inventive activity. The sphere of copyright and
related rights was of equal importance, in paréictthe guarantee of the rights of broadcasting
organizations, and in this context, the Delegation pointed out that the Revised Draft Basic
Proposal for a WIPO Treaty on the Protection of the Rights of Broadcasting Organizations
was a balanced document agadisfied the requirements of most Member States. It stressed
that broadcasting organizations as subjects of related rights were insufficiently protected and
there was clearly a need to hold a Diplomatic Conference as a treaty would at last make it
possilke to define the status of broadcasting organizations as the owners of related rights. It
was also necessary to limit the number of cases of free use of the transmissions of
broadcasting organizations, and to create conditions for protecting the interestsof such
organizations. The issue of providing technological measures and the digital management of
rights was also particularly acute and could not be dealt with successfully by a single
broadcasting organization. The Delegation further considered W@k to demystify IP

of the utmost importance. In that connection, the decision of the Cambridge University Press
to prepare and publish jointly with WIPO a new dictionary of IP terms had been received
enthusiastically, as it would facilitate the funtirarmonization of international IP law. The
Delegation also commended the process initiated by WIPO to conduct research concerning
the contribution made by creative industries to national gross domestic product as it allowed
all parties to assess cleathe financial contribution made by this sector. The Delegation
pointed out that preparatory work was currently being done to conduct such research in
Kazakhstan, to which end, the WIFZDide on Surveying the Economic Contribution of the
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Copyright-Based Industries would be particularly useful. Finally, the Delegation concurred
with the Director General’'s opening statement that it was not natural resources but IP that
carried with it the seeds of future wealth.

63. The Delegation of Cuba sailddt the greatest challenge facing WIPO in the future was
the full integration of the development dimension in all the Organization’s activities and
initiatives. That should be WIPQO'’s strategic direction in compliance with the Millennium
Development Goaladopted by the United Nations. For that reason, it was hoped that the
Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO would endorse the proposal to establish a WIPO
Development Agenda, in which the interests of all Member States were incorporated,
especially thos of the developing countries, taking into account the proposals on the
Development Agenda submitted by the Friends of Development. In those proposals,
intellectual property standards should promote development, facilitating the transfer and
disseminatiorof technology in a fair and equitable manner, and be consistent with basic
policies such as those relating to food, nutrition and public health. The Delegation also
emphasized that greater harmonization of substantive patent law was not in the ihterest o
developing countries. It was necessary to preserve the existing flexibility and safeguards,
especially in relation to public health. It was therefore fundamental for patent laws to be
adapted to the needs and conditions of developing countries, satdragcount the
consequences which the adoption of greater levels of protection would have on countries’
development prospects. It was essential to maintain the balance between the interests of
rights owners and those of society as a whole. FinallyD#legation supported the
statement made by the Delegation of Argentina on behalf of the Friends of Development.

64. The Delegation of Belarus thanked the Director General and WIPO staff for the work
and results reflected in the Program PerforceaReport for the 2062005 biennium, and

noted that those results demonstrated that the reporting period had been completed with
positive financial results without reducing the effectiveness of the provided services. The
Delegation also welcomed the oomee of the Diplomatic Conference for the Adoption of a
Revised Trademark Law Treaty and the progress achieved in reforming the PCT. It was
certain that the future development of the Madrid and PCT systems would help to increase the
number of services praded through those systems, which in turn would enable WIPO to
broaden its participation in creating and strengthening an IP culture throughout the world.
The Delegation pointed out that the leading role of IP in the technological, economic, social
and cutural development of society was recognized more and more and therefore WIPQO'’s
assistance to countries working actively to create stable national IP systems was extremely
important. The Delegation then mentioned that Belarus devoted great attentiveltpidg

and strengthening the national IP system and that the National Center of Intellectual Property
of the Republic of Belarus was currently working, in close cooperation with other State
management bodies, to devise a State Program for IntellectyedrBr Protection and
Management up to the year 2010, the adoption of which was planned for the fourth quarter of
2006. The program was already the second of its kind in the field of IP and was in essence a
national IP strategy for the coming years. Diedegation reported that the National Patent
Office was working hard to create public awareness of the increasing role of IP in social and
economic development, and thanked WIPO for supplementing Belarus’ efforts, primarily in
providing IP training for sf& For example, in May 2006, Belarus, together with WIPO and

the Eurasian Patent Office, had held a regional conference on current IP education issues, in
which representatives of scientific and academic organizations from 17 countries had
participated.As part of the conference WIPO awards had been given for inveetated

and rationalization activities. The Delegation believed that the development of education
programs was among the most important WIPO activities and urged WIPO to continue its
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work in this area. In concluding, the Delegation was sure that the cooperation agreements
between Belarus and WIPO would facilitate the country’s future innovation development and
the establishment of a national IP protection and management system, andaubin&tsh

impetus to the conduct of joint projects.

65. The Delegation of Nigeria associated itself with the statement made on behalf of the
African Group and welcomed the statements made by other African delegations. It thanked
the Director Geeral for his leadership and the Secretariat for the presented documents. The
Delegation then recalled that during the second session of the [IM, the African Group had
submitted a set of proposals as part of the development agenda debate in WIPO, which

inter alia stated that IP could and did play an important role in fostering creativity, innovation
and economic growth, and that IP was just one among many factors of development and
should be used to support and enhance the economic aspirations of alpidgvahal least
developed countries. IP should therefore not only serve as a tool for development but for
empowerment, and IP should serve people and not the other way round. IP should have a
human face and should take into consideration the differegisle¥ development of societies

and reflect these differences in the treatment of individual countries, especially with regard to
norm-setting. The Delegation therefore called upon Member States to be more constructive
and flexible in their disposition tihe WIPO development agenda and to ensure that it would
be actualized by the Assemblies in 2007. To this end, at the second session of the PCDA in
June 2006, Nigeria had submitted a concrete set of proposals to carry the process forward.
The Delegatiooped to table these proposals in coming days in conjunction with the African
Group for consideration, and that the Secretariat would be given the opportunity to assist
Member States in advising on the guidelines for eventual implementation of the process.
Regarding the SCP/SPLT, the Delegation considered the process in WIPO to be inanimate at
the moment, and it noted that if Member States wanted to advance the patent agenda, they had
to be reflective of the concerns and interests of each other. ltenbithie two main

difficulties of devising an acceptable work program that would carry the process forward, and
agreeing on the substantive issues for discussion. The Delegation stressed that irrespective of
what compromise would emerge, a balanced framegloould be arrived at, taking into
consideration not only the four points proposed by developeditries, but also the eight

issues proposed by some developing countries. On the work of the SCCR, the Delegation
said that it had no reservations aboutcpexling towards a Diplomatic Conference if issues
raised by developing countries during th& &d 15’ sessions of the Committee were

properly addressed. On the desldesk review, the Delegation referred to its statement at

the last PBC and expressésisupport for the proposal by the African Group. The Delegation
then stressed the crucial importance of the IGC process and it hoped that progress would be
made in this area and that a Diplomatic Conference to adopt a legally binding international
instrument for the protection of TK and folklore would eventually be convened. It noted that
access to technology was another vital issue for Nigeria which it did not want to see
negatively affected by more patents. The patent system should thereforedake in
consideration its demand for prior informed consent, access to benefit sharing and disclosure
of origin, especially in matters related to genetic resources and TK. Patents should prevent
bio-piracy and also provide policy space to developing and deasioped countries. The
Delegation concluded by expressing its readiness to participate positively in the proceedings
of the Assemblies.

66. The Delegation of Bhutan associated itself with the statement made on behalf of LDCs
and requested tHeCDA to note LDCs’ concerns. It commended the Director General for his
leadership and the performance of the Organization during the period under review. It stated
that Bhutan had always adopted a very proactive approach to the protection of IPgights, a
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result of which, there was now a realization of the potential of IP as a tool for enhancing
social and economic growth and enriching the quality of lives. This awareness and respect for
IP rights had been reached with the support and assistance ©f WtRuding the drafting

and development of appropriate legislation, institutional strengthening, national public
awareness seminars and training of administrative staff. The Delegation also mentioned that
it was regularly celebrating World IP day witliaange of cultural programs and national essay
writing competitions on IP topics. Since joining WIPO in 1994, Bhutan had conducted eight
national seminars on IP rights. The Delegation stressed, however, that like other developing
countries Bhutan was nutell equipped to fully unleash and reap the benefits of IP in its
economic development strategy, and it therefore urged WIPO to continue advising and
supporting the country in its process to modernize its IP system, meet its international
obligations, fomulate and implement a proper IP policy and strategy, build requisite
institutions and acquire necessary skills. The Delegation appreciateddgbegrwork in the

IGC and reiterated its interest in working towards a binding international instrumeéme for
protection of TK and folklore. In concluding, the Delegation expressed its support for
WIPO’s goals and objectives, as it believed that rightful owners and creators should get the
full benefit of their creativeness.

67. The Delegation of Raguay expressed satisfaction with the direction of the debates
during the Assemblies and expressed the hope that success similar to that on previous
occasions would be achieved. It expressed its gratitude to the International Bureau for the
various repds provided, which demonstrated its interest and determination in perfecting its
working methods and improving its quality, supervision and transparency. All those elements
were extremely important for an Organization that administered huge resourqestanted
fundamental rights both of States and of individuals. It also expressed its approval of the
success achieved at the Diplomatic Conference for the Adoption of a Revised Trademark Law
Treaty, held in Singapore, which would help to strengthen btieanost widespread

disciplines of use in intellectual property, i.e. that of marks. Intellectual property covered a
great variety of events and disciplines, in which it was not always easy to achieve a balance
between the needs and aspirations of agnet countries and the interests of developed
countries. That was a necessary goal which should be pursued constantly, since it was the
very basis of WIPQO'’s existence and the collective mandate of its Member States. The
Assemblies’ responsibility was fond solutions within a balanced framework so that the

desires and expectations of all were envisaged. The improvement of marks and patent
systems, and other intellectual property systems, should promote both developed economies
and those of developingantries, and be accompanied by certain measures such as those
referring to effective recognition for the rights derived from genetic resources and traditional
knowledge. The Delegation highlighted the enormous importance of the program to identify
specifc development measures, with which the Provisional Committee on Proposals Relating
to a WIPO Development Agenda (PCDA) had been entrusted. The work in that sphere should
continue without losing sight of the genuine aims, but with the essential flgxibilite able

to move forward within a multilateral framework. It was hoped that the participants in the
Assemblies would reach the agreements that were lacking for WIPO to continue operating in
better conditions and in order to support the efforts dflémber States, while ensuring that
intellectual property was an effective and efficient instrument for development.

68. The Delegation of Nicaragua joined the congratulations given to the Chairman and
praised the work done by the Deputy Direct@eneral who were leaving the Organization.

It also thanked the WIPO Director General and Dr. Ernesto Rubio, as well as the Bureau of
Economic Development for Latin America and the Caribbean, for all the support provided.
The Government had undertakemptotect and promote intellectual property through its
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constitutional mandate and, in that regard, three major events should be highlighted. The first
had been when Nicaragua had joined WIPO in 1985, which had allowed it to benefit from the
technical andegal assistance and training of professionals in different spheres, including the
enforcement of intellectual property rights. The second big event was the accession to almost
15 agreements or treaties administered by WIPO, both those which protesiledtirdl

property and those relating to international registration and classifications, the provisions of
which had already been incorporated in Nicaraguan legislation, both in relation to marks and
patents. Another aspect to be highlighted was Nicaragiaession to the UPOV

Convention which had provided significant results in the promotion, protection and
development of national agriculture. In 2006, two major international treaties had entered
into force: the Budapest Treaty and the Lisbon Agree¢ifoenhe Protection of Appellations

of Origin and their International Registration. The third event was in relation to the Free
Trade Agreement concluded with various countries which had allowed, in a single act
expressing the vocation of Central Amerittee establishment of a broader free trade zone

and the adoption of provisions serving as public trade policy instruments, in which the rights
and obligations under the agreements administered by WIPO and UPQV, as well as the
TRIPS Agreement, were reaffied. The Free Trade Agreement between the United States of
America and Nicaragua had entered into force on April 1, 2006, and the provisions of Chapter
15, entitled Intellectual Property Rights, were drafted in a broad manner in order to determine
the mos appropriate method of applying such provisions, provided that the measures that
were implemented were not barriers to trade nor infringed the provisions of said Agreement.
That Agreement strengthened the legal and economic framework linked to thegcgehin
consolidation of new international markets, the promotion of direct investment, research and
development, employment generation and technology transfer. As to the work done in
relation to the customs union, the Delegation stressed that partiquersbad been given

to the harmonization of the forms for filing marks applications in order to simplify the
procedures for registration and protection of distinctive signs in the Central American region,
especially with a view to promoting the cultureppbtection among SMEs. Another

important aspect was the work done in relation to the single Central American manual for the
protection of patents in the region. In that connection, the Delegation expressed its gratitude
for the work done by WIPO, the Eapean Patent Office and the Spanish Patent and

Trademark Office, which had provided intense support in the drafting, approval and use of the
first single manual for the filing of patent applications, produced by the offices of the Central
American isthmusnd the Dominican Republic, work on which would be concluded in 2006,
and which would be implemented at the beginning of 2007. Another aspect was the
implementation of the PCT in Nicaragua and the training of new specialists in patent
examination, sear€els and processing. Statistics showed the good results achieved in
comparison with the years before the entry into force of the PCT. Furthermore, the
cooperation received from WIPO had helped to achieve very positive results despite the
financial restriagbns. However, greater support was required both for the performance of new
activities that would consolidate the work of intellectual property as an economic and cultural
development tool in the country, for example the projects relating to new autsystiechs

for the filing of applications, the training of national authorities in the application and
enforcement of new international treaties such as the Trademark Law Treaty. The Delegation
also thanked those friendly governments that had participatambperation activities, among
them the Mexican Institute of Industrial Property, the Industrial Property Directorate of Chile,
the Spanish Patent and Trademark Office, the European Patent Office and the United States
Patent and Trademarks Office, whidwhelped to train Nicaraguan professionals. The
Delegation requested further that WIPO assist with an accelerated study on the new
Trademark Law Treaty adopted in Singapore in order to provide familiarization in greater
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detail with its scope, applicatiaand appropriateness. Finally, it reiterated its support for the
holding of a Diplomatic Conference on broadcasting organizations, if possible in 2007.

69. The Delegation of Trinidad and Tobago thanked WIPO for the continued assistance
providedby the Organization to the development of Trinidad and Tobago’s IP Office and its
IP system through various missions undertaken to the IP Office. The Delegation reported on
a process started in 2002 to ensure the transformation of Trinidad and Tobago into
developed nation by 2020. The process rested on two pillars: innovative people and
competitive businessesthus the use of IP laws was a key facet. This required increasing
public awareness campaigns to promote greater use of the IP legislatipart Akthis

effort, a documentary had been created on the work of the IP Office. The Delegation
commended WIPO'’s program for SMEs and its wealth of valuable documentation and case
studies, and suggested that WIPO investigate the feasibility of prodagiigvisual

recordings of the highlights of the SMES’ seminars for distribution on DVD. The Delegation
reported on the use of the patent system as a benchmark indicator of innovation in Trinidad
and Tobago, noting that 92 percent of the patent applnsateceived in 2005 came via the

PCT. The Delegation underlined Trinidad and Tobago’s satisfaction with thdnsar

reform of the PCT and the attempts to streamline the system, highlighting that though the
number of national patent applications emigiihe international phase of the PCT remained

low, it was steady. The Delegation acknowledged the value of the WIPO Patent Information
Services for Developing Countries to their IP Office. The Delegation also commended WIPO
for the good faith with whiclit had launched the work plan of the SCP, emphasizing the
importance of a comprehensive patent system to Trinidad and Tobago and its trading partners.
The Delegation expressed interest in the success of the work of the IGC, and reported that a
legal firm had been retained to advise on the feasibility of challenging certain U.S. patents for
steel pan related processes that had been in the public domain for several years, and that a
committee had been appointed to make recommendations for the protectpmorantion of

the steel pan and the preservation of Trinidad and Tobago’s intangible cultural heritage. The
Delegation reported on the ‘Buy Originals’ aptracy campaign to stop the infringement of
music and on the smtroduction of the Copyright Amemnaent Bill into Parliament, the aim

of which was to facilitate the prosecution of piracy offences for the police, highlighting that
the Bill would facilitate accession to the WCT and the WPPT. The Delegation urged WIPO
to offer more training courses fomleenforcement officials to equip them to address the
infringement of IP rights. The Delegation expressed indebtedness to WIPO for financing the
training of several staff members of the IP Office, noting that the training they received
permitted them in tun to offer training at the national level and to their Caribbean neighbors.
The Delegation encouraged WIPO to continue its assistance to the various regional groups,
however recommended that the Cooperation Agreement finalized in November 2003 be
revisied and revised in order to improve the collaboration between WIPO and Member States
of the Caribbean region. The Delegation reported that the IP Office had commenced a
revision of its staff structure in August 2005 in order to improve its ability toatdimely,

efficient and quality services, and that it was also making improvements to its automated
systems, with WIPQO'’s assistance. In this regard, consideration is being given to creating an
interface with the Customs and Excise Division of the MipistrFinance, which would

serve in the detection and seizure of pirated and counterfeit goods. In closing, the Delegation
congratulated the Director General for his strong leadership of the Organization and expressed
trust that his vision and strategicetition for the future of the Organization would take into
account the interests of smaller Member States. The Delegation noted that WIPO must
continue to evolve transparently and to create systems that provide equitable benefits for all.
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70. The Delegation of Cambodia thanked the Director General and the Secretariat for the
excellent arrangements made for the Assemblies and for facilitating the technical assistance to
LDCs and, in particular, to Cambodia. The Delegation associated itselheiitatements

made by Indonesia on behalf of the Asian Group and Benin on behalf of LDCs, and
particularly stressed the need to enhance WIPQO’s technical assistance and capacity building
programs. The Delegation reported on the benefits to Cambodia fre®@ gVassistance

including the drafting of IP legislation, strengthening of institutions, establishment of an IP
institute and training of human resources. The Delegation stressed that Cambodia was
committed to modernize its IP system in order to provalae/added services beyond

traditional registration activities and to use IP as a catalyst for encouraging innovation and
attract investment. The Delegation also said that Cambodia was currently engaged in
preparing a number of draft legislation, whichrevawaiting adoption by the legislative

institutions, including the draft Law on Geographical Indications, and draft Laws on Layout
Designs, Undisclosed Information and Plant Variety Protection. The challenges facing
Cambodia was to draft stdecrees tomplement the adopted Laws and provide training in
enforcement. The Delegation stressed that WIPO'’s assistance in this process would be highly
appreciated and wasucial for Cambodia to realize the development potentials of IP. The
Delegation suggestetat the technical assistance should be provided at the right times, right
places, and in a sustainable manner.

71. The Delegation of Viet Nam underlined its recognition of the role of IP for the
industrialization, modernization and internatioimaegration of the country, and the

importance of IP protection as part of the strategy for social, economic, scientific, and
technological development. It reported that national IP legislation had been continuously
improved since 1995 when Viet Nam @lés application for accession to the WTO, and that

the promulgation of the IP Law in 2005 had been a significant step forward in this process.
This showed the determination and efforts of the Government to improve the IP system in
order to promote creiae activities and technology transfer, to increase the competitiveness of
the national economy, to improve the environment for investment and to meet the
requirements for international integration of the country. The Delegation stressed that the IP
Law and regulation of Viet Nam were in conformity with the TRIPS agreement and it had
therefore made the country ready for its accession to the WTO. Viet Nam had also adhered to
international treaties and regional agreements in the field of IP, such asiiee Beneva and
Brussels Conventions and, in 2006, Viet Nam became a member of the Madrid Protocol. The
Delegation stated that Viet Nam was currently considering adherence to the Rome
Convention, the Hague Agreement and the UPOV Agreement. It then edptesse

appreciation for the assistance provided by countries and international organizations in the
field of IP, including WIPQO'’s assistance in the development of human resource, seminars and
workshops on various IP rights issues, public awareness astiyt@motion of innovative

and inventive activities and modernization of the IP administration, for which the Delegation
was grateful. Finally, the Delegation reaffirmed its full support for initiatives toward

improving the international IP systems suslttee Trademark Law Treaty, the SPLT, the

Madrid system, the PCT, and the IPC.

72. The Delegation of Papua New Guinea associated itself with the statement made on
behalf of the Asian Group. It commended the Director General for his comprehepsue

and thanked the Secretariat for the presented documents. The Delegation stated that the
importance of IP rights had prompted Papua New Guinea to continue to engage itself in
policy discussions of importance to the region, and it underlined tlhifoetaking into

account the national circumstances when determining future directions, programs and
activities to achieve the UN Millennium Development Goals. The Delegation also noted that
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IP was used in many countries as a policy instrument for edonsatial and cultural
development, in particular in relation to food security, health, trade, TK, genetic resources and
folklore. The Delegation therefore urged WIPO to continue playing a leading role in
supporting Member States’ efforts, in particutawse of the developing countries and LDCs,

to foster the necessary conditions to encourage creative and innovative activity. It noted that
the region was faced with many challenges, especially in the area of enforcement of IP, and
stressed that emphasis this context, must be placed on creating public awareness and
strengthening the capacity of enforcement agencies to effectively combat the illicit trade of
counterfeit and pirated goods. The Delegation noted with interest the debate on the WIPO
develpment agenda, and underlined that the crosscutting feature of the agenda was to ensure
that all WIPQ's activities directed at shaping IP systems, including-settimg activities,

would be enhanced, balanced and responsive to national development doabsilahbe for

the benefit of all Member States. The Delegation therefore strongly recommended that the
General Assembly explore all possible modalities to continue the process, including by
reviewing the mandate of the PCDA, and provide clear and werkgaiidiance on the future
process. Finally, the Delegation expressed its appreciation for WIPQO'’s support and technical
assistance and looked forward to further cooperation with the Organization.

73. The Delegation of the United States of Amescpported the statement made on behalf
of Group B. In addition, it stated that there were several important issues on the Agenda and
pledged its support in helping to find constructive and positive outcomes to those issues.

74. The Delegation Australia reported that Australia had actively participated in a

number of WIPO meetings over the past year, including the Diplomatic Conference for the
Adoption of a Revised Trademark Law Treaty and extended its congratulations to Singapore
for its sucessful hosting of this significant event. It was hoped that other fora within WIPO
could learn from this success. The Delegation expressed disappointment at the lack of
progress on the draft Substantive Patent Law Treaty and urged Member States to focus
discussions at this year’'s Assemblies on developing a workplan for 2007 and similarly that
Member States had not taken the opportunity to move forward in the Provisional Committee
for a Development Agenda for WIPO. The Delegation felt that many of thenreendations
appeared to have merit and support from many Member States. The Delegation asked
Member States to think creatively and be flexible when considering options to implement a
development agenda for WIPO and carefully evaluate the impact o$tiggjestions and
decisions on the economic success of all member states and on the future of WIPO. At the
Advisory Committee on Enforcement (ACE) held in 2006, Australia had presented a paper
highlighting its commitment to engage in IP enforcement whik@@aeledging that the

challenge was a evolving one, and believed in a balanced approach to IP enforcement.
Reviews of Australia’s IP legislation were being undertaken to ensure that it could deal
effectively with emerging enforcement issues. Australiaqulagreat value and emphasis on

the provision of education and awareness information on the benefits and use of IP rights and
their enforcement within the national community and valued the contribution that WIPO was
making to work undertaken at an interoaal level on IP enforcement through fora such as

the ACE and the Global Congress Combating Counterfeiting and Piracy which it would host
in January 2007. The Delegation was encouraged by the progress made with the quality
management initiatives develapby the Meeting of International Searching and Preliminary
Examining Authorities under the PCT and the introduction of the eighth edition of the IPC in
January 2006. These were significant developments which helped in further refining and
improving the ptent system. Australia was also working constructively on further trade mark
issues through the Standing Committee on Trademarks and meetingadhteé/Vorking

Group on the Legal Development of the Madrid System for the International Registration of
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Marks. Australia strongly supported initiatives concerning WIPO reform and encouraged the
expeditious completion of measures such as thetbedésk review. Australia had been

actively involved in discussions in the Standing Committee on Copyright @late® Rights
regarding the proposed broadcasters’ rights treaty. The Delegation supported the
recommendation to the General Assembly that it schedule a diplomatic conference to consider
adopting a treaty text. The Delegation highlighted an initiatisewlould improve

accessibility to the Australian Trade Mark system, namely the successful introduction of their
trade marks assisted filing service which had successfully attained 1ISO 9001 certification.
This new service offered a simple and fastggsssment of the registrability of a trade mark
and had been developed to assist first time ane/lmume trade mark users to more
successfully file for a trade mark with a minimum of delay. Australia celebrated the centenary
of the first Federal trademarkjalication in Australia in July 2006. Australia continued to
undertake a range of technical cooperation and capacity building programs with countries in
the AsiaPacific region and the Delegation gave the following examples. IP Australia had
been workig with WIPO to develop the capacity of Pacific Island countries to develop new

IP and administration systems. With its wealth of expertise in IP public education and
awareness delivery IP Australia had been working with Chile, Mexico, Thailand and

Viet Namto improve capacity to undertake such work. This work had been partially funded
through the AsidPacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum. [P Australia had also been
working with the Hong Kong Intellectual Property Department and the IntellectualrBrope
Office of Singapore, to deliver public education and training and resources to all APEC
member economies. IP Australia had conducted advanced patent and trade mark examiners
training courses for ASEAN IP Offices and had undertaken an expert mis$takigtan for

WIPO to deliver a patent examiner capacity building program. IP Australia had also
concluded a project with Nepal focusing on trademark examination and public outreach and
hosted a visit from Viet Nam to help assist with their TRIPs comiamd WTO accession
process. In April 2006, an Australian expert had attended a copyright seminar in Colombia,
that was jointly sponsored by WIPO, where consideration was given to the copyright
implications of the Colombi&JS Free Trade Agreement. ThelBgation recommended

closer cooperation between WIPO and other IP Offices and organizations providing capacity
building and technical programs to developing countries: such cooperation would be
enhanced through a better understanding of the developnogmams of WIPO and those

that IP Offices in developing countries were seeking to implement. Accordingly, it
encouraged WIPO to work more cooperatively in the development of programs and strategies
within each country or region to ensure more effectiveaues, better quality delivery and

to avoid duplication of effort by donor organizations. IP Australia planned to implement
better coordination of its own efforts with other IP offices and WIPO, particularly those
activities delivered in APEC and ASEAN@omies. Australia had achieved a number of
milestones relating to IP protection in the past year including a number of amendments to
their IP legislation. Amendments to the Copyright Act came into operation in December
2005, which conferred on film dictors a share of the copyright in their films. In May 2006,
Government approval had been granted for major amendments to the Copyright Act, which
included new exceptions that would recognize contemporary consumer and other user
practices while ensuringpaformity with relevant treaty organizations. Other amendments
were directed at providing more effective enforcement against piracy. The Delegation
expected further amendments to the Copyright Act to ensure full compliance with obligations
under the WIPQCopyright Treaty and the WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty, as
Australia continued working towards formal accession to these treaties. Other amendments to
Australian industrial property legislation included amendments to the Trade Marks Act to
strengthen trade marks protection in Australia, reduce administrative burden on trade mark
applicants and more closely align the various procedures for IP protection in Australia.
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Amendments to patent legislation sought to further simplify and strengthemdttsrial

property system were currently progressing through the parliamentary system. The
Delegation concluded by reporting that 2007 would be Australia’s host year for APEC and

IP Australia would hold a major regional IP Symposium frorrBR8lanuary, 2007 entitled
“Trading Ideas- The future of IP in the Asia Pacific’. The Symposium would bring together
leading regional IP experts from governments, the IP professions and businesses operating in
APEC economies, and would provide valuable insight intceatiand emerging IP

challenges in the AsiRacific Region and provide an ideal platform for discussions and
contributions concerning the future direction of IP in this Region.

75. The Delegation of Austria associated itself with the statemede on behalf of

GroupB and the statement made by Finland on behalf of the European Union and its Member
States. It congratulated the Director General and WIPO staff on the progress made and results
achieved during the past biennium and the first Ha2006, despite budgetary restraints, and

it welcomed the implementation of cost saving measures to face this challenge. The
Delegation stressed the special importance it attached to the strategic goal of creating an IP
culture and development cooperataxtivities, and highlighted the Austrian Patent Office’s
involvement in such activities, namely the WHADstria Seminar on Industrial Property,

held in Vienna, in June, and the ICSEI Program. In this context, the Delegation pledged
Austria’s continued ssistance and support. The Delegation also noted the important role
played by SMEs in economic and technological development worldwide, and it welcomed the
special attention which had been paid to the needs of SMEs to raise their level of awareness
and toincrease their use of IP systems. Concerning development cooperation, the Delegation
appreciated the increased emphasis on cooperating more closely with beneficiary countries to
better assess their respective needs, because it felt that such an ajpprmachination with

the forthcoming desko-deskreview, was going to foster the effectiveness and efficiency of

the Secretariat. The Delegation also considered transparency and predictability to be the main
criteria in regard to the mechanism concerrmpngparation and followap of WIPO Programs

and Budgets. In this regard, it welcomed the fact that the Secretariat’s proposal on a future
mechanism, with new features to further involve Member States in this process, had met
overall acceptance in the PBQhe Delegation therefore supported the respective
recommendations of that Committee. It also looked forward to the presentation of the Internal
Auditor’s report as one of the new features. Underlining the importance of WIPQO'’s task in
setting internatinal IPR-norms, the Delegation noted with appreciation the successful outcome
of the Diplomatic Conference for the Adoption of a Revised Trademark Law Treaty, and it
thanked the Government and people of Singapore whose generosity and hospitality had
invaluably contributed to the positive spirit of the Conference. It stressed that the adoption of
the Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks, clearly set an outstanding example and
confirmed WIPQO'’s status as the most suitable forum to discuss and develop intenational IP
law. With reference to the consensus achieved in Singapore on some important development
aspects in regard to the implementation of the Singapore Treaty, i.e. technical assistance and
other forms of support to enable developing countries &@slto fully benefit from that

Treaty, the Delegation hoped that the WIPO Assemblies would arrive at a similar compromise
in regard to the future work on the development agenda. It remained committed to continue
discussions on this important topic with@pen and constructive spirit, and hoped that

concrete results could be achieved in the near future. Furthermore, the Delegation was
convinced that a viable and harmonized patent system would be beneficial for all
stakeholders. The Delegation therefargretted to voice its concern that so far no

breakthrough could be achieved in the meetings of the SCP, despite the flexibility shown by
delegations. While the Delegation strongly believed that four issues, prior art, grace period,
novelty and inventivetsp, were fundamental questions in regard to patent procedures
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throughout the world, it was of the view that some other issues raised during the deliberations
were also directly linked and interrelated with these procedures, and the Delegation therefore
remained open to include those issues in the discussions. The Delegation further pointed out
that the number of accessions to the Treaties and Unions administered by WIPO, in the period
under review, was an encouraging sign and demonstrated the global importance and
acceptance of these international instruments and the systems created by them. In this regard,
the Delegation commended the Secretariat on the results achieved in making the systems even
more attractive to users and offices involved, and it@alhg took note of the progress made

in the deliberations on the legal development of the Madrid System and supported the
respective recommendations of the Working Group in regard to amendments of the Protocol
and the Common Regulations. The Delegatisn anhdorsed the proposal to extend the

mandate of the Working Group to continue its work. The Delegation further pointed out that

in its capacity as an ISA and IPEA under the PCT, Austria had taken active part in the
discussions about a reform of the P@Tnake the system more transparent andfuserdly

and was committed to continue to do so. The Delegation therefore fully supported the
proposals concerning future work in Document PCT/A/35/1 and the proposed amendments of
the Regulations under the P@$ contained in Documents PCT/A/35/2 and 2 Add. The
Delegation had also closely followed WIPO's efforts and initiatives since 2004 to create a
more useffriendly patent system in regard to priority documents by taking increased

advantage of IT. It suppied this approach and welcomed the convening afldmc

Working Group to discuss further details concerning the proposal to establish a digital access
service for priority documents. In conclusion, the Delegation assured the Director General
and the Asemblies of Austria’s commitment to continue contributing to the pursuit of

WIPQO’s global goals and to engage constructively in future deliberations.

76. The Delegation of Azerbaijan, stated that Azerbaijan fully supported WIPQO'’s initiatives
aied at broadening the range of activities, in order to achieve full coverage in the
development of the IP system for its use as an instrument of economic, social and cultural
progress in different countries. The Patent Office of Azerbaijan fully appre:chéfeO’s
multifaceted support, in relation to IP protection. Evidence of that had been the visit of the
Director General to Azerbaijan in March 2006. The result of the meetings he had held at
various levels was the increased interest of State bodies settlement of different IP

protection issues. Thanks to the policy he had implemented in this sphere, many matters had
already been resolved and, in that connection, the Delegation was grateful that the project of
automation of the National Office (#5) had begun and it was sure that it would be
successfully completed. The WIPO Worldwide Academy provided tangible assistance in the
training of national staff through its system of distance learning and it was hoped also that a
number of courses woulauotinue to be provided in Russian. On a different subject, active
work was currently being done towards the further harmonization of national legislation and
Azerbaijan had in fact acceded to the Protocol Relating to the Madrid Agreement only the
previousweek and was preparing to sign the Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement. The
country subscribed to the unanimous opinion concerning the effectiveness with which WIPO
continued to prove that IP was a foundation for the peaceful coexistence of all cultlres an
the whole of humanity.

77. The Delegation of Bulgaria reported on the institutional, structural and functional
development of the Bulgarian Patent Office (BPO) for the period 2006 to 2009 which was
especially important as Bulgaria would shotiby joining the European Union, and it was

hoped that, in cooperation with WIPO, the EPO and the other national patent offices, the BPO
would be an important element in the future advances in the IP system not only in Bulgaria,
but worldwide. The Bulgaan Patent Office had undertaken concrete engagements to the
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Government of the Republic of Bulgaria corresponding to the Government’s IP protection
policy. This had led to a number of structural and functional changes in the Office since
December 2005. Ehnew strategy for the development of the Patent Office was considered
in the context of the seven tasks corresponding to the political objectives adopted by the EU
and incorporated in the wethown Lisbon Strategy. There had been an increase in
internatonal cooperation in making the Office a part of the regional and world network for
fighting counterfeiting and organized crime in the field of industrial property and the BPO
had elaborated an Anticounterfeit Strategy. Another priority task had besnethgthening

of the role of the Bulgarian Patent Office as a basic motive power in the promotion and
cultivation of IP culture in the community. The Patent Office had initiated various activities
including: setting up PATLIB centers, under the bilatecaperation with the European
Patent Office and, in order to raise public IP awareness a number of inforaiadion
consultation centers (IP Points) at university level had been set up. These centers were
intended to be a place where researchers andraityvstudents and lecturers could get
information and advice on various IP issues and learn how to use the IP system. Training was
an important part of the strategy. Training of specialists in the field of industrial property
through a Program of Devgdment of Industrial Property Educational Activity was initiated.
Also important was the training of representatives of the mass media, which were a basic
agent for IP promotion. A project was also being prepared for popularization of industrial
propertyamong children and teenagers. The harmonization of the national IP legislation with
the European law had been finalized as part of process of accession to the EU and human
resources had been strengthened in those areas of the BPO that would commuhi€ate wit
institutions, also the BPO was updating and reviving its relations with IP offices in other
countries. The Office received the \iPeesident of the European Patent Office in April

2006 for the celebration of the World IP Day, and also in 2006, ¢peifpChairman of the
Administrative Council of the European Patent Organization. In concluding, the Delegation
stated that the Patent Office of the Republic of Bulgaria looked forward to meeting the
challenges of the present day and welcomed the oppyraafréollaborating actively with

their partners from other national offices and with WIPO in order to contribute to the
enhancement of the inventive activity in order to improve the competitive power of their
national economies, i.e. to encourage thetstigg innovations and entrepreneurship which
was a key factor and guarantee for economic and intellectual growth.

78. The Delegation of Cameroon congratulated the Director General on the skill he had
demonstrated in managing the Organizatang the Secretariat for the excellent

arrangements made for the"8eries of meetings of the Member States of WIPO, which was
being held in a context marked more and more by the awareness of the Member States of the
importance of intellectual propertyrftheir social and economic development. The growing
number of States joining the Organization was eloquent testimony to the interest of
intellectual property for the future of different nations. The African continent, which was
subject to the increasinghenomenon of poverty despite the immense riches which it
possessed, had a right to expect a lot from the work currently being done. The WIPO
Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional
Knowledge and Folklorgechnical assistance for development, the modernization of the
informal sector and the development of small and medilzed enterprises were all

battlefields for the whole of the African continent. Aware of the importance of intellectual
property and itsole in economic and social development, the Delegation said that Cameroon
was currently studying the possibility of acceding to certain WIPO treaties, such as the Hague
Agreement Concerning the International Deposit of Industrial Designs. During the yea
Cameroon had organized several important events and meetings: it had celebrated World
Intellectual Property Day on April 26 and African Intellectual Property Day on September 13,
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and had held the National Technology Days on counterfeiting and ottieg@ments of
intellectual property rights on June 14, 2006, on the fringes of World@minterfeiting

Day. Cameroon was pursuing a campaign of public awareness of intellectual property
matters, in particular through activities intended for firms, Sifitelals and students. As

part of its Program of Cooperation with WIPO, Cameroon had helped to set up the National
Committee of Industrial Property Experts, coordinated by WIPO as part of the
WIPO/Economic and Monetary Community of Central Africa (CEN)A@ject to devise

national industrial property strategies and policies. The program entitled “WIPO University
Initiative” offered developing countries such as Cameroon a strategic framework of action for
the production and management of intellectuapprty assets with a view to enhancing the
scientific knowledge and technological innovations resulting from research work more
effectively. As a result of the program, a network of intellectual property information and
documentation units, bringing togethseven universities and six research institutes, had been
created. Similarly, the Cameroon Ministry of Scientific Research and Innovation had, from
May 29 to 31, organized in cooperation with WIPO an information and awanensiss)

workshop for reseahers on intellectual property, which had also generated national
awareness of the importance of intellectual property in the economic, social and cultural
development process. The Delegation said that, in the same way as other developing
countries, Cameon expected the discussions at the Assemblies to result in the return of
funding by WIPO for the participation of African states in the Organization’s technical
meetings. It emphasized that Cameroon would provide support for regional initiatives with a
view to promoting WIPQO'’s ideals and aims, while undertaking to work towards preserving
and safeguarding the interests of the African continent. It stressed that in order to establish a
modern structure intended to make investments secure, Cameroon fzatbpiet! an

investment charter providing for the creation of an intellectual property center in Yaoundé and
the country wished to benefit from the support of WIPO and the developed countries that had
experience in the field so that the center could pkayoie fully as an instrument for the
promotion of the private sector and development.

79. The Delegation of Canada commended WIPO for many of its initiatives over the last
year, which were vital and essential to the future of IP globally. Ebtegation made

specific note of the redesign of the WIPO web site, the adoption of the Singapore Treaty on
the Law of Trademarks which underscored WIPO’s commitment and efforts devoted to this
important initiative to update the 1994 Trademark Law Treaty,the launch of the WIPO
Academy Executive Program which would be instrumental in addressing the growing demand
for quality IP education from businesses around the world. The Delegation reported on
Canada’s activities in the last year, which were conehitb modernizing IP laws and
regulations. In this regard, an important section oftt¢o amend the Patent Act in
Canadacameinto force in February, which provided a-fitbnth window of opportunity for
patent holders and applicants to review the psgg on their patents and patent applications
and make the necessary corrective payments to secure their patent rights. The Delegation
noted that Canada was currently working towards the creation of a-@mngesolution

whereby patent holders or applicas could avail themselves of a relief mechanism under
certain conditions. The Delegation also reported on Canada’s continued involvement in a
wide range of policyelated work, which included hosting by CIPO, in partnership with
WIPO, of the annual Exative Workshop on the Application of Management Techniques in
the Delivery of Intellectual Property Services, in May 2006. The Delegation highlighted
CIPO’s activities committed to enhancing its international profile. To this end, CIPO
attended the AsiP Office Forum in New Zealand atige AsiaPacific Economic
Cooperatiorntellectual Property Experts Group (APHREG) meetings held in Viet Nam

and Mexico. The Delegation stated that the promotion of greater regional economic and
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social cooperation reained a critical objective for Canada, which continued to be pursued
through the promotion of trade liberalization and facilitation within the APEC forum while
also working to expand opportunities for Canadian businesses. Furthermore, the Delegation
stressed CIPO’s commitment to improving the quality of its core services and highlighted the
implementation of a service improvement strategy to respond to the key satisfaction drivers
identified in a customer survey. The Delegation concluded with an assuhat€anada

would continue to contribute wholeheartedly to the pursuit of WIPQO'’s global goals, thereby
advancing the agenda directed at promoting the ssxmaomic prosperity of the planet.

80. The Delegation of the Central African Republiatked the Organization for greatly
facilitating its participation in the General Assembly. It also congratulated the Director
General of WIPO and the Secretariat on the quality of the documents. Like the other African
countries, it supported the propasaiade by Nigeria on behalf of the African Group.

81. The Delegation of Chad expressed its deep gratitude to the Organization, particularly to
its Director General and his staff for the efforts they had made and continued to make to
enable MembeStates in general, and Least Developed Countries (LDCs) in particular, to
improve their intellectual property systems. Despite the difficult international context, WIPO
had achieved more promising results, thus confirming its adaptability and management
capacity, which had been observed for several years. Those results naturally increased the
assurance and confidence that the Delegation had continuously placed in the Organization and
in its senior management. In that connection, the Delegation comnash&canessage of

support, and in particular of satisfaction, from the authorities of the Republic of Chad to the
Organization’s governing bodies. The Delegation fully supported the various actions that the
senior management wished to carry out withindibwtext of the flourishing of intellectual

property throughout the world, and in particular in LDCs, of which Chad was one, and urged
the senior management to strive towards that goal, given that, in terms of intellectual property
in LDCs, there were stilinany obstacles to overcome. It further emphasized that the
Government of Chad appreciated the true value of the assistance it was receiving from WIPO,
in particular in terms of technical and material support provided to the national industrial
property grvice, the training of executive staff, awareness raising among economic players,
the connection of the national industrial property service to WEPQand the organization

of collective management societies for copyright and related rights. The Dmlegated

that the Government of Chad had a strong wish to continue benefiting from WIPO’s
benevolence and its support in the implementation of certain projects relating to the
promotion of intellectual property, in particular the training of executa#, sechnical

assistance in drafting and implementing national intellectual property legislation, and above
all, the strengthening of the equipment of the industrial property service and of the Chad
Copyright Office.

82. The Delegation of the @noros praised the Secretariat for its efforts in preparing the
documents submitted to the Member States and reiterated its unfailing support for the whole
of the program launched by the Director General. It expressed its gratitude to the
Organization fothe technical and financial assistance received to date, but also recalled its
main concerns, the most important of which included reducing the digital divide and
strengthening institutional capacities, technical assistance and scientific research, the
dissemination of technology and industrial policy strategies, and finally the protection of
creative inventions and innovations for developing countries and the Least Developed
Countries (LDCs). In conclusion, it explained that the recent accession ofithre & the
Comoros to WIPO in April 2005 was the fruit of a long period of cooperation sown between
the Organization and the country over a very long period of time.
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83. The Delegation of the Congo congratulated the International Bureau of #ié®

particular the Director General for the clarity of documents submitted and the impressive
results achieved by WIPO in respect of achieving objectives. It welcomed the progress made
by the Organization in implementing both the 2@DO5 program anthe current program.

With respect to demystification of intellectual property and the creation of an intellectual
property culture, it welcomed the initiatives taken to provide a new publication for
schoolchildren entitled “Inventions and Patents” whiobvgled substantive teaching material

for use in classrooms throughout the world. The Delegation expressed the wish that these
publications be extended to cover all aspects of intellectual property. With respect to the
University Initiative, it expresseithe desire to see continued implementation of the “Research
Network” project which would enable students and research workers to be brought closer to
intellectual property information. With respect to the WIPO Development Agenda, it
regretted the lack afonsensus within the Provisional Committee on Proposals Related to a
WIPO Development Agenda (PCDA) to reach a proposal for the WIPO Development
Agenda, knowing that one of the strategic goals of WIPO was to promote intellectual property
policies and ense their integration into development plans and strategies. Since it was
proving impossible to reach a consensus in the PCDA, it was necessary to extend the
Committee’s mandate, 4&pecify the main lines of activity and request WIPO to make new
proposalon the basis of those from Member States in order that the PCDA could examine
them after consultation with the Regional Groups. Concerning the progressive development
of international intellectual property law, the Delegation welcomed the Singapore &r&dem
Law Treaty and hoped that WIPO and its development partners would provide the necessary
assistance to the country for implementing this Treaty which the Congo signed following the
Diplomatic Conference on March 28, 2006. In respect of traditional lkalge, expressions

of folklore or traditional cultural expressions and genetic resources, the Delegation observed
that the work of the Intergovernmental Committee did not appear to result in or lead to
international legal instruments capable of producimg@priate protection effects. The
Delegation expressed the wish that the Intergovernmental Committee expedite and orient its
work towards international instruments which would effectively protect traditional knowledge
and traditional cultural expression¥he Delegation thanked WIPO and in particular the
Director General for the assistance provided to the Congo in respect of strengthening its
capacities for professional training. It wished every success for the work of the session while
supporting thetatement made by Nigeria on behalf of the African Group.

84. The Delegation of Croatia reported on the progress made in the National Intellectual
Property System (NIPS) in Croatia during the last year. A National Strategy for the
Development othe Intellectual Property System of the Republic of Croatia-22080,

which had been initiated in 2004 by the State Intellectual Property Office (SIPO) had been
adopted by the Government of the Republic of Croatia in October 2005. The Strategy was
direcied towards the improvement of the investment climate and the stimulation of economic,
scientific and cultural development by providing a reliable and stimulating system of
protection of intellectual property rights (IPRs) through the improvement of tak leg
institutional and program framework for the effective protection, maintenance, enforcement
and use (exploitation) of intellectual property. The basic strategic goals of the Government
included the adaptation of the legislation framework in the fiEl@RBs in accordance with

the EU and international legal order in the field of IP; the improvement of the IP institutional
framework in the Republic of Croatia and the use of IP as a power tool for economic,
technological, scientific, cultural and oversdicial progress by developing public services for
the collection, storage, processing and dissemination of business, technological and legal
information intended for all the interested sectors; and an increase in the level of public
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awareness concernitige importance and value of IP. A significant segment of the strategy

in the field of improvement of the institutional framework was related to SIPO, defining
strategic guidelines for its development. The guidelines included strengthening the role of the
Office in the collection, interpretation and provision of information about IP to the all relevant
sectors of public and other stakeholders; provision of a high quality, reliable, efficient and
cost effective procedures for granting IPRs; active perfoceaf all tasks within SIPO’s
competence in the field of copyright and related rights; improvement of its capacity and
equipment for the implementation of the most modern information and communication
technologies (ICT). Concerning the revision of I§id&ation the Delegation reported that IP
related laws and regulations passed in 2003 had already taken into account the majority of
internationally harmonized standards in IP protection, as well as of the IP aslquesi
communautaire of the EU. During2005, several new and amended legal regulations in the
field of IP had entered into force, starting with the Act on Representation in the area of IPRs,
through the harmonization of the Patent Act of 2003 with provisions of the Patent Law
Treaty, to the Gtinance on qualifying exams for authorized representatives in the field of
industrial property. The Vienna Agreement Establishing an International Classification of the
Figurative Elements of Marks and the Trademark Law Treaty also entered into fod@bin 2

The Delegation informed the meeting that Croatia had participated in the Diplomatic
Conference for Adopting the Revised Trademark Law Treaty held in Singapore, and had
signed the adopted Treaty. The Delegation reported on a number of initiatieetked in

SIPO in terms of recruitment of new staff, comprehensive training in EPO, OHIM and
relevant national offices and several ICT projects aimed at improving the office’s automation
systems as well as a Public Information facility that had been eatidoy the provision of

new premises. Regarding international cooperation the Delegation reported that bilateral
cooperation had been established with the Austrian Patent Office, the Danish Patent and
Trademark Office, and the Hungarian Patent Officenutilateral regional cooperation had

been established with Central and Eastern Europe in the field of exchange of IP information
services initiated by the Rumanian State Office for Inventions and Trademarks, and SIPO had
hosted a Coordination Meeting oARDS Regional Project for Western Balkans. The
Delegation reported on the progress of the negotiations for the accession to the EU and noted
that the Government of the Republic of Croatia had nominated SIPO as competent authority
for Chapter 7 Intellecual Property. In the first quarter of 2006 the Explanatory Screening

and Bilateral Screening sessions had been successfully completed in Brussels. Following the
104" meeting of the Administrative Council of EPO held in December 2005, where the
Republic & Croatia had been invited to accede to the European Patent Convention, Croatia
was preparing the corresponding Act on the accession to the EPC. The Delegation also
expressed Croatia’s willingness to explore all possible avenues for international conperat

in the area of intellectual property that would bring further benefits to the system and to all of
its members.

85. The Delegation of the Czech Republic thanked the Director General and WIPO staff for
results achieved during the period undesiew as described in the Program Performance
Report for the 2002005 biennium. lappreciated WIPQO'’s ongoing efforts to promote the
use and protection of IP globally, and welcomed the steps takaptove transparency and
accountability, and to enhe@ the involvement of Member States in the process of preparing
the Program and Budget. The Delegation plaased to see the successful conclusion of the
Singapore Treaty on the Law ©fademarks, and believed that the Treaty would become an
important pa of the world trademark systenthe Delegation also expressed its support to
further develop the international #ystem, and because it was convinced that patent law
harmonization would be beneficial to Blember States, it wished to see real progaess
concrete results in this field. The Delegation furthetcomed the proposal to establish a
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digital access service for priority documentsagtordance with the relevant provisions of
the PCT and PLT. It noted with satisfaction the developmened?@il', Madrid, Haguand
Lisbon systems, and welcomed the completion of the basic period of the IPC reform and
welcomed the entering into force of the eight edition of the @dapted to the electronic
environment. In this regard, the Delegation reported the Czech Industrial Property Office
had been using the advanced level of the reformed IPC since January 1, 2006. The
Delegation also welcomed the meetings of the Advisory Committ&mforcement and its
activities, and it mentioned in this contektit a new Czech Act on Enforcement of
IndustrialProperty Rights and a new Amendment to the Czech Copyright Act,
implementing the EWirective 2004/48/ES on Enforcement of Intellectual Property Rights,
had been adopted. The Delegation stressed that g @epublic was paying great

attention to the fight against crime in tied of IP, and noted the importance of an exchange
of information and cooperation between state administration bodies in this. r@dprd

Delegation also supportéde activitiesof the IGCand the discussion on the WIPO
Development Agenda where it believed that further substantive discussions would lead to
concrete results, as WIPO'’s program of cooperation for development was one of the
mostimportant WIPO activities. The Delegat further underlined the importance of its
cooperation with th&/IPO Worldwide Academy. Regarding copyright issues, the
Delegation stressed tluiegent need to update the international protedfdsroadcasting
organizations’ rights and believed thdttak previous negotiations, togetherwith the draft
basic proposal, constituted a sound basis for a Diplomatic Conference. It was confident that the
proposed consultations and seminars would help resolve outstanding issues. With regard to
the protectiorof audiovisual performance$e Delegation appreciated WIPQO'’s efforts to
makeprogress in this field and supported the intention of the Director General to organize
national and regional seminars on this issue in 20also welcomed thahe topic wald

remain on the agenda of the WIPO Assemblies Bv206h concluding, the Delegation stated
that the Czech Republic would continue to participate in WIPQO's activities and looked forward
to further cooperation with WIPO in the future.

86. The Delegation of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea thanked the Director
General and WIPO staff for preparing the Assemblies and for the Program Performance
Report and Program Implementation Overview. It noted WIPO’s emphasis on the creation of
an IP wlture, protection of IP and development of the IP system, and enhancement of the
efficiency of the Secretariat. It also noted the increasing number of Member States who
carried out awarenesaising activities on the occasion of World IP Day, and theease in

the membership of WIP@dministered treaties and conventions. The Delegation applauded
the adoption of the Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks in March 2006. It further
said that following recent WIPO initiatives, such as the electroniwessing of PCT

applications and the reduction of fees for applicants from LDCs for the filing of patent,
trademark and industrial design applications, the number of such applications had increased
considerably. In particular, the international appliga&ioriginating from developing

countries had increased with 46 per cent. The Delegation then praised WIPO for its efforts to
enhance the efficiency of the Secretariat, including the reduction of overall operational
expenditure, the strengthening of int@raversight functions, and the establishment of the
WIPO Audit Committee. It noted that the progress made in the field of IP protection systems
and services proved that the global interest in IP was growing and that the responsive efforts
of WIPO and itdMember States were being strengthened. The Delegation noted that much
progress had been made in WIPQO'’s cooperation for development activities, in particular with
regard to the programs of the WIPO Worldwide Academy, the automation of IP Offices, and
legd assistance to developing countries and LDCs. However, mush still needed to be done,
and the Delegation hoped that WIPO would expand such activities emphasizing capacity
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building, modernization of IP systems, and human resources development, whiadit hop
would be duly reflected in the Program and Budget for the biennium 2006/07. The
Delegation then reported on activities in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, and
noted that IP was becoming the driving force of the nation. The legal systdma for t
protection of IP had been strengthened with the adoption and entering into force of a new
regulation for advertising, and the revision of the Laws on Trademarks and Industrial Designs.
The Delegation also highlighted the Government'’s priority to seiand technology, which

had encouraged innovation and creativity in the country. The Delegation then highlighted a
number of IPrelated events which had been organized, including the annual National
Exhibition of Innovations and New Techniques, which geshtly contributed to enhanced
public awareness on the importance of IP. The Delegation then announced the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea’'s adherence to the Lisbon Agreement in 2004, and noted the
progress made in the modernization of the natith&®ffice and in strengthening national
capacities in the field of IP. It finally highlighted the country’s intention to enact new IP laws
and supplement relevant regulations.

87. The Delegation of the Democratic Republic of the Congo ctuigtad the Secretariat

on the outstanding work it had done and on the quality of documents submitted to the
Member States. It associated itself with the statement made by the Representative of Nigeria
on behalf of the African Group, and Benin on beh&the Least Developed Countries

(LDCs). It expressed its entire gratitude to WIPO for its fruitful cooperation and also
mentioned that the Congolese Minister for Culture and Arts, when in Geneva the previous
month, had participated in a meeting with ttedfof the Economic Development Bureau for
Africa to examine progress in the rehabilitation process for the National Society of Editors,
Composers and Authors (SONECA). These exchanges served to outline a certain number of
problems linked with both thedal nature of the structure and the process of introducing
legislative and statutory texts. It requested the assistance of WIPO, which could take the form
of sending one of its experts. It confirmed its desire to work towards establishing an
institutional and legal framework for the development of copyright and related rights in the
country which would involve a revision of that Law. In conclusion, the Delegation

recognized that intellectual property activities in the country had remained dormararit rec
years. However, it explained that the next Government to take office after the Presidential
election on October 29, 2006, would aim to revive those activities as quickly as possible.

88. The Delegation of Denmark thanked the Director GerardlWIPO staff for their

excellent work. It highlighted the establishment of the Nordic Patent Institute (NPI) by
Iceland, Noway and Denmark, which would act as a formal instrument for cooperation in the
patent field between these countries, and whichldvseek approval for status as an
International Searching Authority (ISA) and International Preliminary Examining Authority
(IPEA) under the PCT. The Delegation noted that the addition of another PCT authority
should be seen as a contribution to addiimther competent resources to those presently
available for coping with the increasing workload within the PCT system, and it hoped for a
favorable considetion by the PCT Assembly. The Delegation further highlighted the
expanded activities of the DahifPatent and Trademark Office in terms of international
development projects. In 2005, the Office had been engaged in major projects in Europe,
including Poland and Romania, and smaller assignments in Bulgaria, Croatia, Malta, Turkey,
India and Russia, véte significant results had been achieved in areas such as awareness
raising, training of staff and overalygacity building. The Office was now turning its

attention to Asia, a region with significant economic growth. The Delegation stressed that the
benefits of this work for the Danish Patent and Trademark Office were several: firstly, the
projectsbenefited the Office’s international cooperation in general, as the Office had gained
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important new knowledge about the asfiructure in the beneficiarypantries and had

established new contacts with a number tifd®s; secondly, a better IP rights infrastructure

in the recipient countries would potentially benefit Denmark and Danish companies operating
abroad; and thirdly, staff of the Office were bigingy personally as well as professionally

from their participation in the projects and valuable networks had been established through
these activities. The Delegation further noted the importance of the enforcement of IP rights,
being a recurrent thenme the projects cuently in the Office’s portfolio. It stated that a

central issue was how to make institutiom®ract to facilitate the daily work of the

operational staff on the borders and of police officers, and pointed out that the Danish Patent
and Trademark Office had facilitated such cooperation in some of its project countries with
the development of suitable IT information networks, which had to be supported by a
commitment from the involved institutions to work together on a daily baseddition, the

Office had spent considerable time to train sister organizations and authorities working with
IP rights on enforcement. The Delegation furthermore referred to Denmark’s participation in
the meeting of the WIPO Advisory Committee anf@cemat, in May 2006, and praised

WIPO for addressing and focusing on this issue. In this context, the Delegation reiterated the
lessons learned with regard to aciunterfeiting, traling and awareness raising which

Denmark presented to the Committee: tbsthvay to &cilitate learning was to provide

trainers who knew the issues from their own daily work; a successful training would require a
pre-training needs assessments to be conducted anbiilitgxn the course of the training;
effective anticounterfeiting measures would require close cooperation between all
stakeholders; and, the incorporation of presentations from various rightholders in the training
program had proved highly valuable. With regard to the SCP and SPLT, the Delegation
stated thaDenmark, as a small country, was strongly in favor of harmonization in the area of
patents, and it firmly believed that any such harmonization pi#yeshould take place in the
framework of WIPO, which, as an international organization, held the negcesgacity and
knowledge to function as the norm setting role model in this area. The Delegation was
therefore convinced that the utmost should continue to be done in order to get the SPLT
process back on track. In this regard, it underlined that Dénroatinued to be committed
towards reaching an agreement on the future work plan of the SCP and it very much hoped for
a positive outcome of the discussions on this matter. Finally, congehe Geneva Act, the
Delegation strongly supported the opinexpressed by Iceland, that the fees related to the
Geneva Act were too low to cover the actual costs under thanagme Without a balanced
budget, and therefore a fee increase, it could be difficult far2ek to ratify the Geneva

Act. The Delegatin therefore called for and looked forward to receive a proposal containing
a change in the fee structure under the Geneva Act at the WIPO General Assembly in 2007.

89. The Delegation of the Dominican Repulilh@nked the Secretariat for preparthg

documents made available to the Assembly. It pointed out that the use of intellectual property
as a means of achieving national development objectives in different areas was an issue of the
utmost importance, and WIPO therefore played a very impgadéin the achievement of

those objectives. In recent years, the Dominican Republic, through its national intellectual
property offices, had embarked on various projects aimed at disseminating information,
raising awareness and making use of everytbommected with intellectual property rights.

To that end, a project was being developed in conjunction with the National Competitiveness
Council, designed to improve awareness of the link between intellectual property and
competitiveness. In the legadtere, the draft amendment to the Copyright Act was in the
process of being adopted in the National Congress, and work was also under way on draft
laws on the book, cinema, cultural heritage and craft industries. Concerning industrial
property, the existig regulatory frameworks were being reviewed and consultations being
conducted in parallel with international experts. Regarding the enforcement of intellectual
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property rights, the authorities were resolute in their determination to combat piracy and
cowunterfeiting. Moreover, preventive measures were being taken at the same time as
educational activities were being carried out, to raise awareness among the population of
respect for intellectual property rights. Concerning the cooperation and teclssistdrace

offered by WIPO, the Delegation was grateful for the positive work that had been done in the
national industrial property and copyright offices. On a general note, courses, workshops and
seminars had been held, at the national and regionas Jarel through the WIPO Worldwide
Academy officials had been trained and their technical capacity in those areas strengthened.
The Delegation urged WIPO to continue with that positive work. However, it considered that
the cooperation for development teld to intellectual property should also be aimed at
achieving greater flexibility for the implementation of national policies of public interest,

which were beneficial to developing countries and Least Developed Countries, in important
areas such aducaion, health, access to knowledge and culture, in order to achieve the
Millennium Development Goals and to maintain national policy spheres. Concerning the
establishment of a WIPO Development Agenda, of which the Dominican Republic had been a
sponsor sing its inception and to which the Delegation reiterated its commitment, the
Delegation considered the documents submitted and the discussions held during the past two
years, both in the Intersessional Intergovernmental Meeting (1IM) and the Provisional
Comnmittee on Proposals Related to a WIPO Development Agenda (PCDA), to be of great
value, and work should therefore continue to incorporate the WIPO Development Agenda so
that the main aim could be achieved, i.e. WIPQO's activities and the discussions entumeéll
property rights should be geared towards achieving results that incorporated the development
dimension in the Organization’s activities. It supported the adoption by the General
Assembly of important recommendations on the full scope of the DeweltpAgenda

covering all the areas of interest and, at the same time, the renewal of the PCDA mandate.
Finally, it aligned itself with the statement made by the Delegation of Argentina on behalf of
the “Friends of Development”, and with the statement nigdibe Delegation of Costa Rica,
calling for the creation of a working group to assess the geographical balance in all the
Organization’s bodies and in its operational structure, so that all regions could be represented
equally.

90. The Delegatin of Finland noted that among upcoming challenges was the new work

plan for the SCP and the future of the patent law harmonization, and reiterated its support for
the continuation of the harmonization process within WIPO. The Delegation noted the
progres made in the Working Group on Reform of the PCT, and the successful outcome of
the Diplomatic Conference for the adoption of a revised Trademark Law Treaty. During this
Conference, Ghana and Finland had signed a Memorandum of Understanding between Ghana
and the National Board of Patents and Registration (NBPR) of Finland. The NBPR had now
completed its first year as an International Searching and Examining Authority under the

PCT, and the Patent Office had started functioning as a PCT Authority orlAp@i05. The

first year of operations had exceeded all expectations, and the Patent Office aimed to maintain
the positive attitude of its clients by developing its operations and practices, an example being
the introduction of a new quality control systéased on the ISO 9001/200. At the national

level, the Patents Act had been amended in order to implement the0BB@nd the Patent

Law Treaty, and preparations had been started to join the Geneva Act of the Hague
Agreement. World IP Day in 2006 haddn organized in Finland by the Support Association

for Finnish Inventors in coperation with the NBPR, the Ministry of Trade and Industry and

the Foundation for Finnish Inventions during which the Konsta awards had been given to
exemplary representatives$ inventive and innovative activity. In 2005, the NBPR had

published the Idealuotsi project, which, in cooperation with WIPO, aimed to create practical
means of making the services of the IP system an integral part of SMES’ business practices at
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the gras root level. Annual Heelated events had included INNOFINLAND, the purpose of
which was to promote creativity, skill, entrepreneurial spirit andpration in Finland in a
practical and creative way in order to improve opportunities to increasealatiellbeing,
INNOINT, the invention contest for conscripts, and INNOSCHOOL, the innovation event for
school children. The Delegation expressed the view that protection of IP could not be
realized without sufficiently extensive and effective internai@e-operation. IP

co-operation continued to develop between Finland and neighboring countries, European and
other industrial states, and developing countries, and the European Union presidency during
the latter part of the year 2006 had considerablyeased Finland’s activities in IP issues.
Finland supports the constructive and valuable work of WIPO and its Secretariat in the field
of Intellectual Property.

91. The Delegation of Germany underlined its continued belief in the importance and
potential of IP as a tool for wealth creation and development, and noted that in the 21st
century, IP served as a key element in supporting creativity and investment, and therefore, the
work of WIPO and its role as the main forum for international IP patieking, was of

utmost importance to both industrialized and developing countries. The Delegation pointed
out that WIPO had a lorgtanding tradition of a fruitful and mutually supportive cooperation
with all Member States and it commended the Direceme®al and WIPO staff for the
achievements set out in tReogram Performance Report and Program Implementation
Overview. It also thanked the Director General for his responsiveness with respect to
organizational matters. The Delegation was yensedhat the Secretariat had taken further
steps to implement key recommendations ofithiat Inspection Unit (JIU), and stressed that
the deskio-desk review should be taken up as soon as possible with a view to enhancing the
Organization’s efficiency. It@preciated that the newly established Audit Committee had
commenced its work and would also oversee the-ttedkesk review. The Delegation also
trusted that a more resultsiented management and other improvements would be possible
and would enhance ti@rganization’s capacity to fully live up to the expectations of its
Member States. As regards nesetiting, the Delegation highlighted the Diplomatic
Conference in Singapore as an important step in the development of international trademark
law, and notd that the Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks took into account the
advantages and potential of electronic communication facilities, while recognizing the varying
needs of both developing and developed countries. The discussions had also reaulted i

firm commitment by industrialized countries to provide adequate technical assistance and
other forms of support to strengthen the institutional capacity of developing countries to
enable them to take full advantage of the Treaty. The Delegation tiigiede positive

outcome of the Conference would send a strong signal to strive for further progress in other
areas. The Delegation further noted the progress of the SCCR towards a new WIPO Treaty
on the Protection of Broadcasting Organizations, andesgpd its appreciation for the efforts
made on the question of convening a diplomatic conference on such a treaty. The Delegation
also pointed out that unfortunately, no progress had been possible in the field of patent law
harmonization, but hoped thatevhber States would approach this issue with an open mind.

It continued to believe that the SCP was the appropriate forum for achieving progress on the
further international harmonization of substantive patent law, being an important subject, not
only for Offices, but also for applicants and the public at large. It stressed that since the
project did not aim at enlarging the scope of patentable subject matter, it was unlikely to
disadvantage developing countries. The Delegation therefore strongly urgadies to

make progress on this issue, and it believed that it would be necessary to streamline the
discussions and initially focus on a “first package” of prior art related issues, on which
substantial progress already had been made, without in angomailering other issues to be
less important. The inclusion of other topics at this stage was likely to jeopardize the truly
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international approach to harmonization of substantive patent law and its potential benefits.
As regards WIPO'’s development dension, the Delegation stressed that WIPO had a specific
mandate to promote development cooperation as an integral part of its work, and it looked
forward to participating in the further development of this aspect in a constructive way. The
Delegation als continued to attach great importance to the new IP related issues discussed in
the IGC, and it noted that due to the complexity of the topics and the different interests
involved, a solution that would fit all demands could not be expected in the thear flihis,
however, was no reason to slow down efforts or to shift the work carried out by the IGC to
other fora. Regarding the work of the German Patent and Trademark Office (DPMA), the
Delegation announced that 57,751 patent applications had bekdiféetly with the Office

in 2005, comparable with the number from 2004. The Office had also received 107,490 PCT
applications in the international phase in 2005, an increase of about 7,300 applications over
the previous year. Moreover, in 2005, somE’ 2,international applications had entered the
national phase at the Office. As regards the filing of national trade marks, the Office had
received 70,926 applications in 2005, compared to 65,918 in 2004, an increase of 7.6 per cent.
The Delegation alshighlighted DPMA'’s continued worldvide technical cooperation with

other Offices and Welated organizations, and noted that a technical cooperation agreement
had recently been signed betweenltigtituto Nacional da Propriedade Indust({idP1) in

Braslia and the DPMA. Finally, the Delegation assured WIPO of its continued support to the
Organization as well as to individual Member States.

92. The Delegation of Ghana thanked the Director General and the WIPO Secretariat for the
comprehensieg documents for the Assemblies and also for the dynamic, transparent and
efficient way in which activities were managed. The Delegation was pleased to note that
WIPO continued to play a significant role in the promotion and development of an equitable

IP System and encouraged WIPO to continue to exploit its core competencies to ensure a
better appreciation of IP, and develop the IP system for the benefits of its members. The
Delegation had been following with keen interest the work of the Standing Ce®mittthe

Law of Patents (SCP) and supported a work plan geared towards the common interest of all
member states and their nationals. With regard to the Intergovernmental Committee on IP,
Genetic Resources and Traditional Knowledge (IGC), the Delegatimidered issues being
discussed of great importance, especially given that Ghana was extremely rich in TK and
folklore. The Delegation urged all member states to continue the discussion with an open
mind and adopt a flexible position that would enabl®@mber States benefit from GR, TK

and TCEs. The Delegation had closely followed discussions on development issues and
encouraged all Member States to strive for a greater consensus in setting an equitable
international norm that responded to the corngefrall countries, in particular developing
countries whose aim was the promotion of a balanced global economic development. The last
year had witnessed a marked development in Ghana'’s legislative process, in a quest to further
modernize industrial propy laws, and comments had been received from WIPO and UPOV

to enable Ghana take full advantage of the flexibility available to developing countries under
TRIPS. The Ministry of Trade had initiated a process to implement the IP component of the
Trade Sedr Support Program which was aimed at enhancing the competitiveness and
innovative competence of businesses for both domestic and foreign markets. The enactment
of implementing regulations for the new laws presented new challenges to the Industrial
Propety Office, but the Delegation was confident that, with the continued cooperation of
WIPO, the office would overcome the initial impediments and contribute to the promotion

and greater use of the intellectual property system. The Delegation was plaastedhat

the Organization continued in its efforts to demystify intellectual property, particularly among
small and mediunrsized enterprises, a sector which had been identified by the Government as
the engine for growth in economic, social and culturaettgment in Ghana. Greater
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collaboration was anticipated with WIPO in the coming year in the areas of trademarks,
geographical indications, industrial design, genetic resources, traditional knowledge and
folklore. The Delegation associated itself witle statement made by the Delegation of
Nigeria on behalf, of the African Group.

93. The Delegation of Guinea made particular mention of its support for all strategic
directions followed by WIPO under the Director General within the framewaqpkonfiotion
and protection of intellectual property rights. It expressed satisfaction with the continued
assistance provided by WIPO in professional training, in public awareness raising, and in
initiating a project for the promotion and protection of Gapgical Indications. It requested
assistance in fighting counterfeiting, in introducing intellectual property into the University
syllabus, and in the creation of specialized tribunals. It stated its opposition to the unilateral
use of knowledge and wasfavor of continuing the development Agenda. In its view, the
introduction of an international instrument for the protection of traditional knowledge and
intellectual property rights should not hinder development. The Delegation concluded by
confirming its support for resolving all pending matters.

94. The Delegation of GuineBissau associated itself with the statement made by the
Delegation of Nigeria on behalf of the African Group and that made by Benin on behalf of the
Least Developed Catries (LDCs). It thanked the Director General and Secretariat for
preparing the Assemblies and the quality of the documents provided. The Delegation
expressed its gratitude to WIPO for the excellent work done throughout the past year and
made clear itsatisfaction with the Program Performance Report for the-2008 biennium

and the Program Implementation Overview: January 1 to June 30, 2006, which indicated that
a large number of the aims set had been achieved, in particular the task of creating an
intellectual property culture, which GuinBgssau supported in particular. The Delegation

also thanked WIPO sincerely for its valuable collaboration with the African Intellectual
Property Organization (OAPI), in particular for organizing in Yaoundé oteS#yer 4 and 5

a workshop to finalize the African instruments relating to the protection of traditional cultural
expressions and traditional knowledge. It expressed satisfaction that the Director General and
his staff had ensured that intellectual prop@romotion and protection enjoyed a prominent
position among the priorities of the hitgwel political representatives of the Member States,

as evidenced by the holding of a Ministerial Conference on Intellectual Property for the
Community of Portugues8peaking Countries (CPLP) in Lisbon (Portugal), which had been

a huge success. In conclusion, it said that such an activity was very important since it
contributed to the promotion and enhancement of intellectual property throughout the
Portuguesespeakig community in general, and GuinB@sau in particular.

95. The Delegation of Haiti said that it was in favor of devising and implementing a new
specific policy to make the decisive role of industrial property more dynamic in the prosperity
of nations and sustainable development, in particular in Haiti, for the purposes of introducing
an intellectual property culture and promoting that culture as an asset for social, economic and
cultural development. It was also convinced of the need for tddibster an appropriate
environment in which intellectual property would be recognized, enhanced and respected, in
cooperation with WIPO and the Member States, in particular the countries of the Caribbean
Community (CARICOM) and, in broader terms, the Gr@f Countries of Latin America and

the Caribbean (GRULAC). For that purpose, it said that a series of measures should be
envisaged aimed, on the one hand, at consolidating relations with international partners, and
secondly at popularizing, enhancinggmoting and protecting intellectual property

throughout the territory. It emphasized that in order to achieve that aim, immediate action
would be taken. Firstly, relations with WIPO would be strengthened through accession to
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certain treaties, agreemeiatisd conventions to which Haiti was not as yet a party (WIPO
Copyright Treaty (WCT), the WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty (WPPT), the
International Convention for the Protection of Performers, Producers of Phonograms and
Broadcasting OrganizationRgme Convention), the Nice Agreement Concerning the
International Classification of Goods and Services for the Purposes of Registration of Marks,
the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT), the Patent Law Treaty, and the WIPO Cooperation
Agreement with the Counés of the Latin American and Caribbean region, signed at
St.John’s in 2003). Relations would also be strengthened through the notification to the
WIPO Secretariat of the agreements already ratified and for which the ratification instruments
had not yebeen dispatched (Hague Agreement Concerning the International Deposit of
Industrial Designs, and the Madrid Agreement for the Repression of False or Deceptive
Indications of Source on Goods). Finally, they would be strengthened through the ratification
of treaties already signed such as the Singapore Trademark Law Treaty o2B@éch

Secondly, the Haitian Copyright Office (BHDH) would also become operational. Thirdly, the
Directorate of Legal Affairs of the Ministry of Trade and Industry, which deiétht w

intellectual property, would be reinforced. Fourthly, the possibility of merging institutions
working in the intellectual property sphere into a single entity would be explored. Fifthly,
intellectual property would be included in the curriculum fzadary and higher education

in Haiti. Furthermore, the Delegation emphasized that Haiti approved in general terms of the
proposal relating to a new mechanism to involve Member States more closely in the
preparation of and followap to the Program and Bget. It regretted, however, as had been
recognized by the Secretariat, that said proposal had not given sufficient consideration to the
suggestion aimed at synchronizing the examination of the program performance reports and
the financial management reposubmitted to Member States for each financial biennium. It
therefore suggested that during the current series of meetings, the possibiliéxaifmiaing

the timetable of forthcoming WIPO Assemblies (even if it were from ZUI® onwards)

should beenvisaged. The Delegation reaffirmed its willingness to make a firm commitment
to the pursuit of the aims cited so that intellectual property could henceforth become an active
reality in Haiti and constitute a further sure foundation for sustainablecgerent.

96. The Delegation of Hungary addressed two main issues of outstanding importance for
Hungary: the recent developments concerning the global protection treaties with regard to
Hungary; and the cooperation with WIPO. The Delegatiorbetdi that one of the core tasks

of WIPO was to play a leading role in the international development of IP law. Hungary had
always encouraged the different initiatives aimed at the international harmonization of IP
legislation, and welcomed in this regadh@ adoption of the Singapore Treaty on the Law of
Trademarks, which was an important milestone in the context of international cooperation in
the field of trademark protection. Hungary believed that the simplification of procedural and
formal requiremerst would further improve trademark protection on a global scale, and
intended to sign the Treaty during the Assemblies. The Delegation expressed appreciation for
the agreement of the Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights to convene a
diplomatc conference in 2007 to update the rights of broadcasting organizations, and highly
supported the endorsement of this recommendation by the General Assembly, and encouraged
other Member States to do so. Moreover, Hungary also hoped that progress costdials

be made concerning the protection of audiovisual performances. As concerned cooperation
activities between WIPO and Hungary, these had been extremely fruitful. In the near future,
the aim in particular was to develop more common activities atidtives in the field of IP
education and awareness raising, and the Delegation therefore looked forward to
strengthening the relationship with the WIPO Academy. The Delegation strongly believed in
the importance and usefulness of multilateral cooperataier the auspices of WIPO and

was persuaded that WIPO was the most appropriate international forum for dealing with the
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issues of IP protection. The Delegation was prepared to work hard and constructively, with a
positive and flexible approach, on th#é&rent issues on the Agenda of the Assemblies.

97. The Delegation of India began by conveying its support for the recommendations
adopted by the™and 18' sessions of the PBC. Multilateral negotiations like the ones held at
WIPO on wideranging issues related to IP provided a very valuable insight into the thinking
process of various Member States which was extremely important for arriving at mutually
acceptable arrangements. In order to meet the expectation of progress on issues it was
important to take regular stock of the progress made in such meetings and devismagoad

for further progress, and to avoid the situation where certain important issues within the
domain of WIPO, particularly those dealing with trade and commerce, wérerdé&td

bilaterally or negotiated in other fora. The Delegation expressed its eagerness to move
forward with respect to harmonization of IP laws, a subject matter of the Standing Committee
on Patents, but was concerned about the lack of movement vp#ctés evolving a

Development Agenda. WIPO had been mandated by the Millennium Development Goals to
effect development with equity, and seek a rapid amelioration of poverty around the world.
Building a Development Agenda for WIPO was a first concrefetst@ards achieving these

twin objectives, but it appeared that valuable time was being lost in achieving these goals.
The Delegation stressed its willingness to adopt a flexible and realistic approach to help
achieve the goals, and would support givingther opportunity to working out the specifics

of a Development Agenda, but hoped that discussions would be done intetincemanner

with the expected results of such an exercise broadly agreed beforehand. Although several
meetings had been held dugithe past year to discuss issues of harmonization, norm setting,
prioritization of issues for inclusion in a possible development agenda, working out of the
broad contours of a treaty on broadcasting, and the development of a consensus on protection
of TK, related genetic resources and traditional cultural expressions, progress had been below
expectations and some issues remained to be addressed. The Delegation suggested that a more
pro-active role could be played by the International Bureau before foneetings on each of
these subjects were held, in particular on issues falling within the scope of the Standing
Committee on Patents (SCP), which could usefully serve to allay apprehensions about the
issues, particularly those of developing countries. Délegation expressed its appreciation

of the technical assistance being provided by WIPO to Member States and would support any
move to augment resources-eaarked for this purpose. India looked forward to continuous
engagement with WIPO in further modeing and strengthening its IPR regime, and had

found the assistance being provided in setting up and developing an IP Management Institute
to be particularly useful. In conclusion, the Delegation endorsed the statements made by the
Asian Group, and urgethe GA to consider all of them in a spirit which would facilitate
progress.

98. The Delegation of Israel thanked WIPO, and its Director General, for their assistance,
support and guidance in the development of the ILPO, and the installatteadfmputerized
patent administration and registration system in the Israeli Patent Office, as well as WIPO for
the continued assistance provided to the PCT Division of the IPO. To cope with the growing
demand from both internal and external users ttalisPatent Office, in cooperation with

WIPO, launched the next phase of modernization to introduce custwi@eted online

services, like electronic filing and paperless environment for Patents, Designs and Trademarks,
which would be extended and enhadd¢o integrate all IP processing, while the ILPO had
already taken steps towards an automation upgrade including the allocation of human
resources, digitization of paper copies and electronic communication with WIPO. The
Delegation reported that in 20a6ge number of international applications had continued to rise
significantly. The PCISAFE (EASY mode) software remained the most popular means for
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electronic filing international applications in Israel with more thap@&5cent of the

International aplcations filed using this software. With reference to the practical issues of
cooperation between WIPO and the Israeli Patent Office, the Delegation expressed the desire to
be closely involved in the further development of the new pioneering projdbts field of
automation of PCT information systems. The Delegation also reported that the Israeli Patent
Office had participated in the development and testing of theRQAD (Receiving Office
Administration) System, which enabled a PCT Receiving Ofticgtart electronic filing under

the PCT. And that the Office’s internal Patent system was directly connected to WIPO’s
Global PatentScope system, which was now in daily use. Concerning the PCT Reform, the
Delegation welcomed and supported the simplifccaof the PCT system as well as the
supplementary international searches, and believed that the proposed amendments to the PCT
Regulations would contribute to further enhancing the PCT system. In April 2006, the IPO and
WIPO had held a seminar in Isra@incerning the most recent PCT changes and current issues.
The seminar had been-ooganized by the Israeli group of AIPPI, the Association of Patent
Attorneys in Israel and WIPO. The seminar had been held in Jerusalem and some 250 IP
personnel particigted and had been very successful. In the matter of Trademarks, the
Delegation noted constant growth in the number of new trademark applications that had been
filed in Israel representing a 4 per cent increase in 2004 ang@er t8nt increase in 2005.

The Office was in the process of finalizing a new salsed application, which would enable

them to act as a paperless Trademark departatbiots all trademark activity to and from the

office would be processed through a special application prepardwfbenefit of the

applicants, practitioners and the examiners on the Office’s web site. This included applying for
new applications, answers to examinations, requests for registering changes, renewals,
payments etc. The Delegation reported that prepaiato join the Madrid Protocol were

being finalized and Israel expected to be able to ratify to the Protocol by the end of 2006.
Concerning Patents, the number of applications filed during the first 8 months of 2006, showed
an increase of 27 per cent goaned to the same period in 2005. The Delegation gave the
proportion of patent applications filed in 2006, according to main fields of technology with
Chemistry 31 per cent, Biotechnology 10 per cent, Pharmacology 9 per cent and Mechanical /
electrical 50per cent. In March 2006 the Israeli Government had decided to transform the
Israeli Patent Office into an independent authority working as an Executive agency, 42 new
work posts had been approved in 2006 and the new patent examiners would begin a two yea
training program starting in November 2006. In June 2006, the Office received a group of
three trainees through the WIPO Academy on a program that had proven to be a very
productive for all parties and it was hoped that this collaboration would cormtitie future.

The Delegation assured the meeting that Israel would continue to support, to the extent
possible, the invaluable work of the International Bureau in moving WIPQO's agghéda

creation of the harmonized, streamlined, efficient and-ussndly international patent system,
forward.

99. The Delegation of Italy stated their support of the statements made by the delegation of
Finland on behalf of the European Community and by the delegation of Switzerland on behalf
of Group B. The Blegation affirmed Italy’s engagement to strengthening and developing the
intellectual property system at a national and international level and its commitment to WIPO
in continuing to support the enforcement of an international intellectual propertsnsyshe
Delegation highlighted the prominent role played by the Italian Government in supporting
multi-lateralism in general and WIPO activities in particular. The Delegation stated that the
key elements to make Small and Mediarred Enterprises (SMEs)are competitive in the
international economic fabric are to provide access to new forms ofkoawvand to the

tools of the international IP system. In this regard, the Delegation stated that Italy had
promoted and developed a series of measures ainfied|@hting a more efficient exchange
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of information on new technologies from public and private research institutions to SMEs,
and that Italy is ready to share the results of its experience at a multilateral level as well as
with other countries and dgjations. The Delegation expressed satisfaction with the further
involvement of Member States in the preparation and fellpwaf the program and budget

and welcomed the information provided on the implementation of the JIU’'s recommendation.
The Delegatio stressed the importance to training, highlighting, in this regard, Italy’s
continued support in the academic year 2006/2007 of thegpadtiate master program on the
intellectual property, jointly organized with the WIPO Academy, which allows 40 experts

from all over the world, especially the developing countries, to attend specific courses at the
UN center in Turin, Italy. The Delegation proudly announced that the third International
award for Intellectual Property, organized by the city of Venicemmembrance of the first

bill on patents approved by the Republic of Venice in 1474, went this year to Mexico, and in
particular, to the Director of the Mexican institute for Intellectual Property in recognition of
the purpose and determination with whible goal of improving and promoting the Mexico’s

IP system is pursued and of Mexico’s constructive and pragmatic approach to all issues. Itis
the first time that the award has gone to a specific national office. In regard to the
development agenda for WO, the Representative endorsed the statement of Finland on
behalf of the EU and the statement of Switzerland on behalf of group B and expressed the
hope that the constructive attitude of delegations shown during the Singapore Conference for
the adoption ba Revised Trademark Law Treaty, should continue during the Assemblies, so
as to would achieve a positive outcome on the matters of a development agenda. The
Representative took note of the progress made by the IGC, and, in this regard, announced that
the Italian Parliament had approved a law on the legal protection of the biotechnological
inventions early in the year, which would require the disclosure of origin of biological

material at the moment of the request of a patent.

100. The Delegatiorof Lesotho endorsed the statement by the Delegation of Nigeria on
behalf of the African Group and that of Benin for the Least Developed countries and thanked
the Secretariat for the comprehensive documentation supporting the work of the Assemblies.
In the period under review WIPO had assisted with capacity building by training three

officials with the cooperation of the government of Sweden and also funded the successful
training of one official in the WIPO Turin LMM Program. At the request of LesotH®QV

had retrained staff in the use of the Industrial Property Automation System (IPAS) system.

On 26 April, Lesotho had commemorated the World Intellectual Property Day by holding a
seminar for inventors, innovators, instructors from training and voeatszhools, musicians,
authors, artist and traditional healers under the theme provided by the Secretariat: “IT ALL
STARTS WITH AN IDEA”. The Delegation felt that the theme for 2006 had helped to
demystify IP and had been well received. The importahasing April 26 to sensitize the

public on the value of IP could not be over emphasized as it was only once people knew about
IP that its potential could be fully realized. Lesotho expressed its gratitude to the Director
General for his tireless efforts demystify intellectual property so that it could be understood
and utilized as a power tool for economic development. The Delegation noted the work of the
Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional
Knowledgeand Folklore and hoped that it would form a legally binding international
instrument. The Delegation also thanked the Secretariat and the Government of Singapore for
facilitating their participation in the Diplomatic Conference for the Adoption of thesBe@
Trademark Law Treaty and reiterated their position that in its implementation the special
needs of Least Developed Countries should be taken on board and technical assistance
provided when needed.
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101. The Delegation of Liberia thanke¢kle Director General and WIPO staff for the
professional manner in which WIPQO'’s activities were implemented and commended the
Director General for his commitment and leadership. The Delegation noted with appreciation
WIPOQO’s continuous assistance and supgmtiiberia’s IP system, including in the context of

the new Industrial Property Bill which had been passed into Law and was currently being
reviewed by the newly elected members of the lower and upper Houses of Parliament in
conformity with the Governmer#t’National Restructuring Program. The Delegation expressed
its gratitude to WIPO for its involvement in the upgrading of the capacity of the staff of the
Liberia Copyright Office, and for creating international awareness about the activities of the
Office. In this connection, the Delegation was pleased to announce that the Copyright Office
had begun issuing a series of regulations aimed at regulating the sale, rental, production,
transmission, stamping and distribution of copyright works in the countiythat the

Copyright Society of Liberia (COSLIB) would be established under the supervision of the
Copyright Management Board. The functions of COSLIB would include the establishment of a
collective administrative structure for the country’s collectveeties. The Delegation also
stated that the implementation of the statutory mandates of the Copyright and Industrial
Property Offices of Liberia had further increased the need for staff training, and it looked
forward to WIPQ'’s assistance in this regard

102. The Delegation of Madagascar associated itself with the statements made by the
Delegation of Nigeria, on behalf of the African Group, and the Delegation of Benin, on behalf
of the Group of Least Developed Countries (LDCs) respectivelgxpressed its gratitude

and reiterated its thanks to the Organization for the fruitful cooperation with Madagascar.
The cooperation had been translated in particular through the provision of documents to
national intellectual property (copyright andal¢ctual property) offices, the grant of training
scholarships, and the bearing of the costs of the participation of delegations from Madagascar
in meetings or seminars organized by WIPO. It was convinced that intellectual property
played a fundamentable in the economic, cultural and social development of a country, and
for that reason it expressed a strong desire for the draft WIPO Development Agenda to be
implemented in the near future, and to include in it access to knowledge, technical assistance
and technology transfer, so that the Member States could benefit from the use of intellectual
property in order to promote national growth. It also referred to the preparation of draft
legislation which was designed to comply with the WTO TRIPS Agreeniorietheless, it
recognized that much remained to be done in order to introduce a true intellectual property
culture in Madagascar since piracy and counterfeiting remained a significant problem in
relation to the enforcement of intellectual property rightsorder to deal with those

challenges, the Delegation encouraged the strengthening of cooperation with WIPO in order
to consolidate a reliable system of intellectual property protection and to promote the
establishment of an attractive environmentféoeign investors and international economic
players. It further requested the Organization’s assistance in the computerization and
automation of systems with a view to guaranteeing the provision of timely and efficient public
services.

103. TheDelegation of Mauritania associated itself fully with the statement made by the
Representative of Nigeria on behalf of the African Group, and with the statement made by the
Representative of Benin on behalf of the Least Developed Countries (LDCs). elssegbits

deep gratitude to the Secretariat for its efforts to promote the IP culture around the world, and
in particular in developing countries and LDCs. It further expressed its gratitude to the
Organization for the assistance given to Mauritania, qaatily through the WIPO Economic
Development Bureaus for Arab Countries and for Africa. In conclusion, it expressed strong
hopes that such cooperation would continue and would be strengthened in the future in order
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to help Mauritania to benefit more frotime intellectual property system and to be more
closely involved in WIPQO'’s development strategies.

104. The Delegation of Mongolia offered its congratulations in connection with the
successful organization of the Diplomatic Conference for thapfon of the Revised
Trademark Law Treaty (TLT) and the adoption of the Singapore Treaty in March 2006. The
Delegation took the occasion to inform the Member States of the newly revised laws of
Mongolia on Patents and on Copyright and Related Riglasetlaws being part of the efforts

of Mongolia to improve IRelated legislation towards international standards and trends.

105. The Delegation of Mozambique commended the Director General and the Secretariat
for their work in demystifying IP ahthanked them for the support provided to Member

States in their efforts to use IP as a real instrument of development. The Delegation endorsed
the statements made by Nigeria and Benin on behalf of the African Group and the LDCs.
Mozambique had recentiyndertaken initiatives aimed at disseminating and promoting the
strategic use of IP for the economic development of the country and for combating poverty.
The Delegation informed that a new Industrial Property Law had entered into force in
June2006, andhat the elaboration of an IP strategy had become a national priority. These
initiatives had been undertaken with the full support of WIPO, which provided technical
assistance in the realization of a survey of the IP situation in the country usinguthtIP a

tool, and in the organization of workshops aimed at gathering the concerns of various IP
sectors and actors in the country. The Delegation highlighted other workshops organized in
Mozambique, namely: on aspects relating to IP enforcement for jynlges and customs
officials; and on the use of IP for the promotion of competitiveness of SMEs. Over
200individuals had benefited from these events. In the area of training, many officials had
benefited from training courses organized at WIPO Heatkepsaor in other countries. The
Delegation also announced that at least three Universities in Mozambique would introduce the
teaching of IP in their curricula, which constituted an important step towards the
reinforcement of the IP culture in the countfjherefore, Mozambique was having a lot of
expectations about the IP training and research symposium that would be organized by the
WIPO Worldwide Academy in November 2006. In the area of institutional strengthening,
improvements were already visibledhigh the actual running of a database of IP rights.
Progress made by Mozambique in the area of IP was then summarized by the Delegation as
follows: higher sensibility to IP in every sector; increase in the number of beneficiaries of
training programs; nicrease in the number of registrations; improvement and simplification

of procedures for registration, as well as reduction of the time for the concession of rights;
and introduction of IP curricula in universities. The Delegation stated that allr&sests

could not have been attained without the support of and cooperation with WIPO and appealed
for such cooperation to continue. The Delegation also underlined the importance of the
initiatives by the Friends of Development on the Development Agéetiaying that putting

it into practice would transform IP into an effective instrument of development, beneficial to
everyone. Concerning the IGC, the Delegation made an appeal that current negotiations
would yield concrete results. Finally, with refece to the mechanisms for the monitoring of
WIPO's resources, the Delegation welcomed the efforts made in increasing controls and
transparency, and hoped that such efforts would not hinder WIPQO'’s ability in providing
support to developing countries.

106. The Delegation of Namibia thanked the Secretariat for the meeting documents and paid
tribute to the Director General’s leadership of the Organization. The Delegation noted that
among the issues under discussion during the Assemblies, thoseaf icniportance to

Namibia were issues pertaining to the SCT, the IGC, the proposed treaty on the protection of
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broadcasting organizations, and future work on the WIPO Development Agenda. Regarding
activities at the national level, the Delegation highikghthe amendment of the Copyright

and Neighboring Rights Protection Act, Act No. 6 of 1994, in order to bring it in line with

other modern legislations and relevant provisions of the WIPO Internet Treaties, i.e. WCT
and WPPT. The amended Act would bdedlio the Namibian Parliament before the end of
2006, and Namibia would then be in a position to accede to the WCT and WPPT. In addition,
the second copyright collective management organization, the Namibian Reproduction Rights
Organisation (NAMRRO) wakwunched on September 18, 2006 in Windhoek, with the

financial support of UNESCO and CISAC through the Global Alliance for Cultural Diversity
project, and the logistic support of IFRRO. The Delegation noted that Namibia would
approach WIPO for assistanicetraining NAMRRO staff. Furthermore, Namibia had hosted

the AntiPiracy Train the Trainers Workshop in September 2006 for the law enforcement
agencies and copyright societies in the SADC region, which had been sponsored by
UNESCO. At the end of that wisshop, some 20,000 phonographic products, worth
US$400,000, that had been confiscated through a joinpaatly operation by the Namibian

law enforcement agencies prior to the workshop, were destroyed. The Delegation also
reported that WIPO and othdéakeholders had made positive contributions to the Industrial
Property Bill, expected to be tabled to the National Assembly before the end of 2006. Finally,
the Delegation was optimistic that Namibia would be a signatory to the Singapore Treaty on
the Lawof Trademarks in the near future.

107. The Delegation of Norway thanked the Secretariat for its excellent preparatory work for
the meeting. The Delegation reported the particular importance of the appointment, during
2006, of the Nordic Pate Institute as a PCT International Searching and Preliminary
Examining Authority, which would substantially benefit both PCT users in the Nordic region
and the PCT system as a whole. Regarding the Organization’s performance during the last
year, the Delgation fully supported the general statement made by the Spokesman of Group
B and expressed the importance of improving the Member States’ ability to monitor the
economy of WIPO. The Delegation welcomed the initiatives that had already been taken to
improve transparency and encouraged further efforts in this regard. The Delegation
considered that the deadlock with respect to the progress of the Substantive Patent Law Treaty
(SPLT) gave rise to serious concern and strongly believed that the establishen8RLA

would be beneficial for all Member States dnat WIPO wagshe appropriate forum to

further develop and harmonize this type of patent legislation. The Norwegian delegation was
of the opinion that it was important to find a way forward taking aansideration the special
needs of all Member States and encouraged all Member States to contribute to positive
progress within the framework of the Development Agenda. Concerning activities and
developments at the national level, the Delegation waseteto inform that Norway would
accede to the Geneva Act of the Hague Treaty within 2006 or early in 2007. However, the
Delegation noted that they had serious concerns regarding the fee system of the Geneva Act,
which was poorly adapted to the operatiohthe Norway Designs Office and other similar
offices in the Nordic countries. In June 2006, Norway hosted a group of 12 trainees in
collaboration with the WIPO Academy and, as in past years, World Intellectual Property Day
was also celebrated at theegian Patent Office. In concluding the Delegation reported

that the rate of national patent applications had increased in 2005, in correspondence with the
positive trend in PCTilings.

108. The Delegation of Poland associated itself withsta¢ements made on behalf of the
European Community and its Member States and Central Europe and the Baltic States. It
congratulated the Director General and WIPO staff for the presented reports reflecting the
progress made and results achieved by thar@zgtion in the biennium 202D05, and
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noted with appreciation the transparency of those documents. Regarding the new workplan
for the SCP, the Delegation reiterated its support for the continuation of the patent law
harmonization process within WIPO amder to improve the quality of patents and reduce
workloads. The Delegation also highlighted the WIPO Development Agenda and the
extension of the IGC mandate as being important issues, and stated that Poland supported the
activities of the ICG and hopehat the WIPO Assemblies would decide on the extension of
the Committee’s mandate for 2007 to enable it to continue its work. The Delegation equally
supported the continuation of the discussions on the WIPO Development Agenda and
believed that those wadiresult in concrete conclusions in the near future. It hoped that a
compromise would be reached and the proper balance found between interests reflected in the
Development Agenda and the need to foster and further develop IP protection globally.
Polandwas committed to work constructively on these issues and would show a spirit of
compromise in order to move ahead. The Delegation was furthermore pleased with the
progress made in the Working Group on Reform of the PCT which had agreed on a number of
proposed amendments to the PCT Regulations. It took note of the deliberationadindbe
Working Group on the legal development of the Madrid system and supported the proposal to
continue this work in 2007. The Delegation was also confident that it veeypdssible to
enhance the protection of the rights of performing artists in the audiovisual field and that this
issue would remain on the agenda of the WIPO Assemblies in 2007. The Delegation further
underscored that Poland’s cooperation with WIPO wancurrence with national programs
aimed at encouraging the knowledge, innovation and busiie®n economy to be more
competitive. The Polish Patent Office had been actively involved in the implementation of
these programs and had made great effortisahsform itself into a modern, more

userfriendly institution engaged in disseminating knowledge on industrial property
protection. In this context, activities had includeder alia, the celebrations of World IP

Day in cooperation with WIPO and tkgiropean Commission, the hosting of an exhibition
organized jointly with the European Patent Office and the German Patent and Trademark
Office, the organization of a Regional Baltic States Seminar in 2005, and a-tgdloyund

table on exchange of IP po} experiences and practices in September 2006 within the
framework of the INTELTRANS 2006 Conference. Regarding recent legislative
developments in Poland, the Delegation highlighted the amendments of the Industrial
Property Law and the Act on Filing Eaean Patent Applications and the Effects of the
European Patent in the Republic of Poland, which had been drafted and submitted for
consultations to the Ministry of Economy. The draft included a number of regulations aimed
at streamlining and speeding ppceedings for the grant of exclusive rights for inventions,
utility models, industrial designs and geographical indications at the Patent Office. The
amendments had been dictated, on the one hand, by a need to further adapt Polish law to
European lawrd to meet the obligations under international agreements, and on the other
hand, by a need to streamline the Office’s work as called for by the community of inventors
and patent agents. Finally, the Delegation informed the Assemblies that Poland had just
started the procedures for the ratification of the Hague Agreement Concerning the
International Registration of Industrial Designs and the Trademark Law Treaty.

109. The Delegation of the Republic of Moldova thanked the Director General and WIPO
staff for preparing the Assemblies and noted that it welcomed WIPQO'’s efforts directed
towards the revitalization of its institutional capacities, the strengthening of the role of IP in
economic growth and the contribution, along with other UN agencissstainable
development worldwide. It noted that Moldova wished to keep the development agenda on
the table, without prejudice to the Organization’s other constitutional responsibilities, and it
hoped that progress would be made at the Assemblies onweeissities such as the SPLT

and the treaty on broadcasting organizations. It welcomed the recent successes of WIPO
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efforts directed towards the development of a modern international legal framework making
the IP system more accessible for not only deepput also developing countries and
countries in transition. The Delegation stated that Moldova was a member of the majority of
the WIPOGadministered treaties and agreements and that it welcomed the adoption of
amendments to some of those. It also sujggl the constitutional reform process. In this
context, the Delegation announced the recent enactment of L-XWI88 April 20, 2006, on
accepting amendments to WIPO treaties. It also announced that Moldova had signed the
Revised Trademark Law Treatymediately after its adoption, and that the ratification
procedure was currently ongoing. The Delegation then reported on the increased involvement
of the State Agency on Intellectual Property of the Republic of Moldova (AGEPI) in activities
aimed to praote the transformation of knowledge into high quality and accessible goods and
services. In this context, and in cooperation with the Moldovan Academy of Science,
research and development institutions and universities, AGEPI was organizing various
activities to enhance the understanding of a wide range of stakeholders on the importance of
IP for technological development and economic growth. To this end, a Business Club,
joining business and research communities, had also been launched. Concerning IP
protection and enforcement, the Moldovan Government was working hard to improve the
relevant IP laws and regulations, bringing them in line with the latest developments in
international law. The Delegation further noted that most normative activities averzc

out within the EUMoldova Action Plan and were targeted at ensuring the conformity of
domestic legislation with international and EU standards. Presently, new draft laws on
patents, trademarks, industrial designs, geographical indications ansggslatyt protection

were being prepared. In addition, the Delegation reported that the modernization of the
collective management of copyright and related rights system was underway, and it thanked
WIPO for its assistance provided for the drafting ofMedovan copyright legislation. It

also referred to a stfegional seminar on copyright and broadcasting to be organized in
collaboration with WIPO and CISAC. The Delegation appreciated WIPO’s worldwide work
on counterfeiting and piracy, and encouradedAdvisory Committee on Enforcement to
continue its work. It stressed that enforcement issues remained one of the main priorities of
the Moldovan Government and that the implementation of the EU Directive and the TRIPS
provisions on enforcement were paftan action plan prepared by AGEPI. In this context,

the Delegation stated that measures were being undertaken to ensure the effective
collaboration between national institutions involved in-aotinterfeiting and anpiracy

activities and that a natnal commission on IP enforcement issues would be created shortly.
In order to upgrade copyright enforcement, sanctions for copyright and related rights
infringements had been introduced in the Penal Code in December 2004, and a draft law
providing penal anctions for industrial property was to be adopted before the end of 2006.
The Delegation then stressed the need for training and capacity building of AGEPI staff and
thanked WIPO for the organization of various training courses and publications. The
Delegation concluded by ensuring Member States of its full support in identifying the best
solutions to the matters under discussion.

110. The Delegation of Saint Kitts and Nevis expressed pleasure at being represented for the
first time at the Asgablies following the presentation of its instruments of accession to the
PCT just over one year ago. St. Kitts and Nevis had benefited from WIPO support, which
was ongoing, in the many seminars organized in the areas of trademarks, patents,
geographicalndications and plant varieties; provision of computer equipment and

automation assistance; and training, including that received by judges in preparation for
possible future cases in relation to infringement of IP rights for World Cup Cricket 2007. The
Delegation looked forward to continual implementation and compliance with the Cooperation
Agreement signed in Antigua in June 2003 between WIPO and the Governments to the
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Caribbean Islands. Efforts were ongoing to enact legislation to be in complidhdbevi

TRIPS Agreement, including in the areas of Industrial Designs, Geographical Indications and
Plant Varieties which were expected to be ready soon for tabling in Parliament, and in the
preparation of regulations for the Trademarks and Patent Aatsbdeetheir proper

administration and permit the installation of the WIPO software for registration of
Trademarks and Patents. The Delegation informed of forthcoming participation of their
Government in the Ministerial Level Meeting and the Meeting ofddex IPOs in Barbados,

and of the continued emphasis on raising public awareness in respect of IP rights, and the
importance of IP as an effective tool for economic and social development.

111. The Delegation of Saint Lucia expressed its gragitiadthe Director General and WIPO
staff for their continued support in the development of the national IP system. It noted that
since 2004, Saint Lucia had benefited from: a Workshop on the Enforcement of IP Rights for
Police and Customs Officers; a ™0 Regional Training Workshop on Trademarks for
Officials of Caribbean IP Offices, held in Jamaica; a-Bagional Symposium on IP for

SMEs, held in Saint Lucia, and organized by WIPO and the Caribbean Export Development
Agency in Barbados and hosted hg Ministry of Commerce, Investment and Consumer
Affairs in Saint Lucia; a Workshop on the Nice and Vienna Classifications; a regional
Workshop on Industrial Designs and Geographical Indications, held in Saint Lucia; and a
WIPO Regional Outreach Workghdor Officials of Caribbean IP Offices, held in Jamaica.

The Delegation further pointed out that the countries of the region faced many challenges
while attempting to stimulate economic growth and social development, and that appropriate
IP developmentrad management policies and practices were critical in such endeavors. In
this regard, and in light of the introduction of the Caricom Single Market and Economy in
2006, the Delegation stressed that WIPO's role could be enhanced and that the national and
regional requirements could be addressed more substantially. The Delegation further
announced that the Draft Regulations for the Patents Act were currently under review, and
stressed the need for staff training to effectively administer the legislatmbthan

development of a public awareness program which would target various sectors. The
Delegation concluded by looking forward to enhanced collaboration with WIPQO in the future.

112. The Delegation of the Seychelles appreciated WIPO'’s suppottgh its “policy of

inclusion”, which aimed to enhance and improve the enforcement and implementation of IP
rights, and had resulted in activities includiider alia, technical assistance to enable

electronic access to PCT pamphlets; informationubonaation of the National IP Office

under IPAS; participation in the National IP Audit for French and English speaking countries
carried out jointly by WIPO and COMESA, which had assisted awarearsasg in IP and

laid the basis for progressing a natbtP Policy; and attendance at the Diplomatic

Conference for the Adoption of the Revised Trademark Law Treaty. International IP Day had
been marked with numerous activities aimed at increasing awareness as to usefulness of IP, in
daily life, and in theeconomic development of the country, with special emphasis on

protection of IPRs and respect to owners of registered IP assets. There was willingness on the
part of the Republic of Seychelles to revise relevant national legislation to keep abreast of the
technological changes and developments in the services offered by WIPO to its Member
States. The Delegation looked forward to well balanced negotiations and discussions on the
issues on the agenda, and expected comprehensive proposals and recommatetions

could be submitted to the next GA, and expressed full support for the statement made by the
Nigerian Delegation on behalf of the Africa Group and trusted that all points of concern raised
would be favorably considered.
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113. The Delegation oSingapore acknowledged the increased level of cooperation between
Singapore and WIPO, such as the organization of the Diplomatic Conference for the revised
Trade Mark Law Treaty, now known as the Singapore Treaty, that have benefited Singapore
and MembeifStates in the region since the opening the WIPO Singapore Office. The
Delegation stated that countries should educate and empower their people, using the
intellectual property system to leverage the individual innovative potential and expressed
appreciabn for the opportunities provided by WIPO to fulfill this noble principle. The
Delegation highlighted certain events in 2006 that had been the keystones for Singapore in its
relationship with WIPO and in its commitment to promote and nurture IP in Sirgam

this regard, the Delegation mentioned the Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks,
adopted by consensus on March 27, 2006 and expressed appreciation for the cooperation of
key stakeholders, which was invaluable in allowing Singapore to fglfdbjective of holding

a successful conference. The Delegation expressed the hope that the event would pave the
way for other Diplomatic Conferences to be held in the Asian region, in recognition of the
increasing international participation and impor&an€IP in the AsiafPacific region and

among developing countries. With regard to IP initiatives, the Delegation announced that
following the Heads of IP conference, held in Singapore on Sept 20 and 21, Singapore, Hong
Kong and Australia were launchinghaw program to share and equip developing APEC
Member economies in the with the skills, tools and resources to implement public education
and awareness campaigns to promote the protection and enforcement of IP. In the field of
continuing education, thedlegation announced that Singapore’s IP Academy had
successfully organized its first Global Forum in IP and that theutopeAsia Patent

Information Conference (EAPIC) 2006 had been jointly organized with the European Patent
Office the previous week. wo regional workshops had also been jointly organized with

WIPO in Singapore, and another was soon to follow on patent drafting. On the legislative
front, the Delegation reported that Singapore was studying possible amendments to its patent
legislation toprovide alignment with changes to the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) and to
repeal current provisions relating to restrictive covenants. The Delegation also announced
that Singapore is in the midst of amending its trade mark legislation to give efteet t

provisions of the Singapore Treaty. The Delegation summarized that the past year had been a
seminal year for the relationship between WIPO and Singapore, with the successfully
collaboration on the Diplomatic Conference and regional conference sated that

Singapore would continue to support WIPO in its future activities.

114. The Delegation of Slovakia expressed its appreciation of the numerous activities
undertaken by WIPO to demystify the role of IP at the general public level, thirsgntiais

complex domain accessible to all through awarebagding. The Program Performance

Report and the Program Implementation Overview clearly provided positive achievement of
defined objectives, and a transparent synopsis of the implementetexctifihe Delegation

were appreciative of the Secretariat’s efforts to enhance the transparency and involvement of
Member States in preparation for the Program and Budget, and welcomed the establishment
of an Audit Committee, which through the participatof delegates of Member States, as

well as representatives of the Secretariat, guaranteed an efficient and transparent fulfillment of
its objectives. The Delegation expressed satisfaction that the Singapore Treaty on the Law of
trademarks had been adegtin March 2006, and were confident that this Treaty would

enable an important simplification and streamlining of registration of trademarks. In view of
the important role of the IGC on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional
Knowledge ad Folklore, the Delegation appreciated the progress achieved last year, and
underlined the importance of further discussions in these areas. The implementation of
effective tools for protection of intellectual property rights had become especially amiport

in the digital environment, and in light of this, the Slovak Republic appreciated the strong
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position and results of WIPO, and welcomed its growing involvement and activities in the
field of domain names under its Arbitration and Mediation Center. DHEbegation

emphasized the continuous efforts made in the Slovak Republic to build public awareness
about the importance of IP and its strategic role for business and economical growth. One of
the major longterm objectives of the IP Office was to be atipar for companies in creating

and integrating their IP strategy into an overall business strategy. To intensify contacts with
the public at the highest possible level, the Office had already opened a number of Contact
and Information Points and Patentdrmation Centers, whose main role was to answer basic
questions, inform about possible ways of IP protection, and make basic IP literature available.
Underscoring the importance of Small and Medi8med Enterprises (SMESs) in the social

and economic pgress of the Slovak Republic, the IP Office wasperating very

effectively with the National Agency for Development of SMEs as well as with the Chambers
of Commerce by means of an exchange of information on relevant educational activities, and
was makimg a strong effort to make all the relevant and latest information accessible. During
2006, the IP Office had joined WIPO and other IP Offices in celebrating the World IP Day
with a variety of professional and cultural events. In order to keep up whtlegal
developments, the IP Office had prepared a new draft act on utility models and submitted this
for approval to the Government, and Geographical indication legislation was also going to be
amended. The Delegation stressed the importance of ongmoygeration with WIPO to
strengthen intellectual property rights in the Slovak Republic, and in this respect, underlined
the positive feedback and success of the International Seminar on Strategic Use of Intellectual
Property for Economic and Social Déyement which had been organized inapmeration

with WIPO during the summer of 2006 in Bratislava.

115. The Delegation of Sudan congratulated the WIPO Director General for his opening
speech and thanked the WIPO Secretariat for its great edfudtexcellent documentation.

The Delegation also praised the outstanding role played by WIPO in the safeguard of
intellectual property rights and promotion of innovation and creativity worldwide. The
Delegation associated itself with the statement nbgddigeria on behalf of the African

Group, which covered all the concerns and expectations of African countries. The Delegation
of Sudan expressed appreciation of WIPQO'’s activities in providing effective protection for
intellectual property. Such activites contributed to the economic and social development of
countries, particularly developing countries, as the world moved towards the creation of a new
and integrated economy based on intellectual creativity and production, solid infrastructure
and efficismt human and material resources. In the field of generic resources, traditional
knowledge and folklore, the Delegation believed that the IGC has made a real progress and
achieved concrete results towards the establishment of a stronger and more triansparen
international framework. The Delegation said it expected more to be done in this field. It
also appreciated the role played by ARIPO in organizing a Consultative Forum in Zimbabwe
with the aim of preparing, reviewing, discussing and elaborating attegdbr ARIPO

Member States in particular, and African Countries in general, for the protection of genetic
resources, traditional knowledge and folklore. The Delegation expressed gratitude for
WIPQO'’s efforts in organizing programs for the promotion mit@ction and commercial use of
intellectual property in developing countries. WIPO had pledged support for national
agencies created by various Member States, following the Seminar held in Kampala, Uganda,
in November 2005. The main objective for suckrages would be the elaboration of national

IP strategies. In conclusion, the Delegation wished to express appreciation and gratitude to
the Government and people of Singapore for their great efforts and kind assistance which led
to a successful conclusiomf the Diplomatic Conference for the Adoption of a Revised
Trademark Law Treaty (TLT).
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116. The Delegation of Swaziland expressed satisfaction with the support and assistance it
had received from WIPO, in particular related to the assessmiéhQdfice automation and
resourcing needs. There was keen interest in progress in the areas of TK, genetic resources
and folklore, and it was important that Research and Development institutions and health
systems should study ways of utilizing traditibmeedicines in combating emerging diseases,
while at the same time ensuring that financial royalties accrued to the societies and
communities owning such knowledge. It was hoped that amendments of the Trade Marks,
Patents Utility Models and Industrial Dgss legislation would be passed by Parliament in

the first half of the coming year, and new law on Copyright and Neighboring Rights was
being drafted, which would take into account the results of a needs assessment mission by
WIPO. Once the revisions &? legislation was complete, there would be full compatibility
with international obligations in the field of IP. Further assistance from WIPO would be
appreciated in drafting of legislation on Geographic Indications, Layout Designs
(Topographic) of Inteated Circuits, and unfair competition in the area of examination and
enforcement; and in giving seminars to create awareness among stakeholders of the
importance of IP as a tool towards economic development. The Delegation stressed its
commitment to alWIPO'’s initiatives in making IP benefit both the rights holders and the end
users, with fewer constraints.

117. The Delegation of Sweden supported the statements made by Switzerland on behalf of
Group B and by Finland on behalf of the EC and/iesnber States and Acceding States
Bulgaria and Romania, and reiterated Sweden’s support for the development of an
international intellectual property system, which promoted the economic, social and cultural
development of all and underscored their commitinbe multilateralism in general and to

WIPO in particular. The Delegation declared Sweden’s commitment to take forward the
work on the proposals on establishing a development agenda for WIPO and commend and
supported the efforts made in this respectigyGhair of the Provisional Committee.

Regarding the progress of the ongoing work in the Intergovernmental Committee on
Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore Sweden
welcomed the implementation of the Voluntary @doution Fund and encouraged others to

join as donors. Sweden remained committed to agreeing on a new work plan for the Standing
Committee on the Law of Patents (SCP). The Delegation expressed the great importance to
Sweden of progress in respect to thnaft Substantive Patent Law Treaty, aimed at the
development of a more cestfective and more accessible international patent system and
improvement of patent quality and reduction of duplicated wbrkhe field of trademarks,
Sweden welcomed the sigssful adoption of the Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks
and supported the continuation of the review of the Madrid system as proposea@dirdbe
Working Group on the Legal Development of the Madrid system for the International
Registration oMarks. In the Delegation’s view, these wereiportant steps towards

simplified and effective procedures for trademark registrations. The Delegation expressed
Sweden’s satisfaction that the Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights had
recomnended organizing a diplomatic conference from July 11 to August 1, 2007, on a treaty
concerning protection of the rights of broadcasting organizations and fully supported this
recommendation. The Delegatioonsidered the work in the Advisory Committee on
Enforcement important and supported the convening of the Committee at appropriate intervals
during the following biennium. The Delegation expressed its great appreciation for the
cooperation with the International Bureau in the organization of thethesly Sweden
International Development Agenéyanced Programs relating to various aspects of

intellectual property in the Global Economy; one on copyright, one on industrial property and
one aimed at Least Developed CountriBegarding developments Sweden the Delegation
informed the meeting that the Swedish Parliament had approved the Agreement on the
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application of Article 65 of the European Patent Conventitime secalled London
Agreement- and had amended the Swedish Patents Act in ordeptermant the Agreement.
The date of deposit of the instrument of ratification and thus the entry into force of the
amendments of the Patents Act would be decided by the Govern8iecé February 1,
2006, the Swedish Patent and Registration Office hagptet PCT applications that had
been filed electronically. Up to September 2006 approximately 40 per cent of the PCT
applications had been filed online. Moreover, the application fees for national patent
applications would be lowered by 25 per cent stgrt October 2006, i.e. the fee would be
reduced by 1000 SEK or approximately 135 USD. In concluding the Delegadiced
forward to continued successful-operation within WIPO on the development of the
international intellectual property system te thenefit of economic, social and cultural
development of all.

118. The Delegation of Switzerland associated itself with the statement made by the
Representative of Group B and wished to make several preliminary comments on the items on
the Agendaf the Assemblies. The Delegation first welcomed the success of the Diplomatic
Conference for the Adoption of a Revised Trademark Law Treaty and added that the
amendments adopted were very positive. It emphasized the very good spirit with which the
various regional groups participated in the negotiations and which was a determining factor in
the success of the Conference. It also appreciated the work carried out by the Standing
Committee on Copyright and Related Rights and supported the developmetits and
conclusion of a Treaty on the Protection of the Rights of Broadcasting Organizations.
Harmonization of substantive patent law was an important objective for Switzerland since the
improvement in the quality of patents, the reduction in the duplicafiarork carried out by

the Offices, the fact of making the patent system more accessible, and the establishment of
more consistent examination standards were in the interest of all parties involved. For that
reason, it considered it important that warkhat area should continue at WIPO. However,

the Delegation regretted that it had not been possible to define, during April 2006, a valid
work program for the Standing Committee on the Law of Patents. It expressed satisfaction
that practical measuresauas the creation of a digital access service to priority documents
could be implemented and supported its adoption. It also supported the work of the Working
Group on the Reform of the PCT, in particular the proposals which it had submitted
concerninghe declaration of the source of genetic resources and traditional knowledge in
patent applications (see document PCT/R/WG/8/7). It stated that intellectual property had a
positive role to play in development and, in that sense, supported the activilies of
Organization, in particular those concerning the management of international registration
systems and the development of the law. However, it regretted that, despite the flexibilities
shown by a large number of countries, including Switzerlandeant#etings of the

Provisional Committee on Proposals Related to a WIPO Development Agenda (PCDA), it
had not been possible to achieve concrete results for submission to the current Assemblies.
The Delegation stated that it remained fully committed tariige solution in order to move
ahead in dealing with the proposals submitted during the IIM and PCDA proceedings. It
pointed out that only a solution bringing together process and content, in line with the
proposal made by Kyrgyzstan at the second sessidhe PCDA, would enable the work to
progress further. It considered it essential that those two elements be present in any decision
which could be found in the course of the week in order for work to continue on the WIPO
Development Agenda. It alsegretted that the ICANN Intellectual Property Group had put
aside the possibility of extending the UDRP to country names, invoking the lack of an
international legal framework. According to the Delegation, the current international legal
framework for gegraphical indications (particularly the TRIPS Agreement) which included
country names, was quite adequate for extending the UDRP to the latter. The Delegation
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insisted that WIPO follow up and participate actively in the implementation of the
recommendatias approved by the Assembly concerning the names of international
intergovernmental organizations, particularly within ICANN at its session in December 2006
in Sao Paulo. It also expressed its satisfaction concerning the work carried out by the
Program ad Budget Committee over the year. It considered that the new mechanism to
involve Member States further in the preparation of and felipwo the Program and Budget
was a useful step forward and therefore supported its adoption. It welcomed theestiaggth
of the Internal Audit and Oversight Division, to which the necessary resources and
independence should be granted for it to carry out its duties appropriately. In that context, it
expressed satisfaction at the establishment of the Audit Commtlabevery useful

opinions it had provided to Member States. In order to improve the Committee’s
effectiveness, its Mandate should be examined and possible changes made, in order to
coordinate it with the mandates of the Internal Auditor and the Extauthlor, and to

ensure that the Audit Committee had sufficient resources to carry out the tasks for which it
was responsible. The Delegation noted with interest the information provided by the
Secretariat on the implementation of the recommendations byaithe Joint Inspection Unit
(JIU) and, as required by Group B, was pleased to obtain the JIU’s assessment of the matter.
Reporting on the main events in the IP sphere during the first half of the year, it said that at
the national level the revision tife Swiss Patent Law had continued, which had enabled it in
June 2006 to deposit its ratification instruments for the Act Revising the European Patent
Convention and the European Patent Office (EPO) Language Agreement. It added that the
second phase ofédlrevision was being examined by the Parliament, the main aim of which
was to provide appropriate protection for biotechnology inventions, while establishing clear
limits in order to avoid obstacles to research and to guarantee an appropriate balareze betwe
the interests of patent owners and those of the community. Furthermore, in the spring
Switzerland had deposited its last ratification instrument relating to the amendment of
December 6, 2005 of the TRIPS Agreement allowing the WTO decision of Augui(E)

to be legally enforced, concerning the possibility for WTO member countries that had a
pharmaceutical industry, to provide in their national law for compulsory licenses for the
manufacture and export of patented pharmaceutical products. Furtbemmiation to
copyright, the revision of the Swiss Copyright Law had also continued and aimed at
guaranteeing balanced protection meeting the requirements of the information society. The
proposed measures aimed to maintain a fair balance betweetetlests of the different

players concerned: creators, cultural economy, users of works and services protected by
copyright and the information society in general. That revision would subsequently allow
Switzerland to ratify the WIPO Internet TreatiesQWand WPPT). It further announced that
the Federal Institute of Intellectual Property had during the current year developed the
activities of the Counterfeiting and Piracy Contact Point and, in cooperation with the
International Chamber of Commerce (Sgitand), had established the platform to combat
counterfeiting and piracy under the slogan “Stop Piracy”. Reviewing the various international
fora in which Switzerland continued to participate actively, it said that within the WTO,
Switzerland and vari@iother member countries of the Organization had continued to
promote an improvement of the international protection of geographical indications, in
particular through the extension of the additional protection under Article 23 of the TRIPS
Agreement to prducts other than wines and spirits. It had continued its commitment to the
international work concerning the protection of genetic resources, traditional knowledge and
folklore, be it within WIPO or in other international fora, such as the Convention on
Biological Diversity (CBD) or the WTO TRIPS Council. In conclusion, it said that in

addition to its traditional activities welcoming delegations as part of its collaboration with the
WIPO Worldwide Academy, the EPO or bilateral contacts and participasianspeaker in
international seminars, Switzerland had continued its cooperation project with Viet Nam



Al42/14
page95

beyond the framework initially set. In particular, the opening of a second local office of the
National Patent Office in the center of the country @), the publication of three films on
traditional knowledge in Viet Nam, the creation of a database on medicinal plants and the
certification of a first product in the field of geographical indications should be noted. That
project would enter a secoptiase at the beginning of 2007. The Delegation announced that,
strengthened by that very positive experience, Switzerland, through the Federal Institute,
planned to launch new technical cooperation projects shortly.

119. The Delegation of the Syan Arab Republic thanked the Director General of WIPO for

his continuous efforts in the promotion and development of intellectual property. It also
thanked all WIPO staff for their cooperation, particularly the Arab Bureau for supporting the
development bwork in the field of intellectual property in Syria. The Delegation stated that

its country carried effective measures for the enhancement of role of IP in various fields. It
reported on Syria’s achievements over the last three years, namely accegsdpans
Convention (Stockholm Act), PCT, Madrid Agreement and Protocol, Nice Classification,
Berne Convention, Rome Convention and WIPO Convention. Following entry into force of
the PCT, some 60 applications designating Syria for the National Phaseeeaived.

International Trademark applications under the Madrid Agreement and Protocol totaled 1,500.
The Delegation added that preparations were underway for accession to the Hague Agreement
Concerning the International Registration of Industrial Desigfter a tweyear period of
examination and preparation, the Draft Law on Trademarks, Industrial Designs and
Geographical Indications was finalized and ratified for final promulgation. The Delegation
said it benefited from WIPQ'’s expertise in the prepanabf that Law. Comments from

WIPO were also received concerning the Draft Law on Patents, which was currently in its
final review stage in cooperation with the competent authorities. The Delegation recalled that
the 13th Edition of the ABassil Fair forCreations and Inventions was organized in Hama,
Syria, from April 20 to 26, 2006. The closing ceremony of th&adésil Fair coincided with
celebrations of the World IP Day on April 26, 2006. The Delegation reported that WIPO
participated in that event lgranting Gold Medals to best inventor and best young inventor.
WIPO's officials also visited the various stands and underlined the importance of that event in
promoting authors and creators by displaying their works to the public. The Delegation said
thatvarious WIPO publications and GROMs were distributed during the ceremony. The
Delegation also stated that the Syrian Arab Republic participated in the Diplomatic
Conference for the Adoption of a Revised Trademark Law Treaty (TLT), which was held in
Singapore from March 13 to 31, 2006 and noted that the Final Act adopted by the Diplomatic
Conference, included a Resolution supplementary to the Singapore Treaty on the Law of
Trademarks and the Regulations thereunder, which requested WIPO and Contratteéag Par
“to provide additional and adequate technical assistance comprising technological, legal and
other forms of support to strengthen the institutional capacity of those countries to implement
the Treaty and enable those countries to take full advantalge provisions of the Treaty.”

In connection with work development, the Delegation mentioned that the Office was provided
with new workstations, as an important step in the automation of work at the Directorate of
Commercial and Industrial Property. Té@mputerization process includes electronic

archiving and deployment of automation program supported by WIPO. .In this context, the
Delegation referred to WIPQO'’s expert mission to Syria in June 2006 to finalize the automation
process and to undertake anndeds assessment review with possible areas for assistance of
WIPO, including in the establishment of a network between the head office and district
branches. Such network links would result in rationalized and streamlined work procedures
as well as easr public access to office services, namely the registration of trademarks,
patents and industrial designs through the intermediary of district branches. The Delegation
stated that PCs were being installed in the Internet Room for free public accaddititm,
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researchers, creators and inventors would have free access to services, including to patent
technical information through patent databases worldwide. The Delegation also mentioned
the preparation of CIROMs containing extensive information onelhectual property, aimed

at disseminating an IP culture and increasing public awareness. The Delegation also referred
to the finalization of the Syrian patent website which would include an inventory of Syrian
inventors, with names and addresses, irotd promote the use of patents. The website will

be linked to the WIPO and EPO websites. Progress was also made towards the creation of an
Intellectual Property Library, in cooperation with WIPO. The Delegation expressed Syria’s
expectations from thigear's Assemblies which will discuss theritated treaties as well as

their implementation and development and hoped that the Assemblies would reach significant
results for the enhancement of WIPO'’s performance, especially with regard to the
developmentlimension and its role in the protection of intellectual property. The Delegation
declared that it supported any development that would benefit the Organization and promote
international cooperation and economic progress. In conclusion, the Delegathaa o

express gratitude for WIPQO'’s assistance, and mentioned in particular the organization of two
study visits for eight staff members to Egypt and Morocco, and the participation of two staff
members in the WWA courses.

120. The Delegation of @go congratulated the Secretariat on the excellent work
accomplished during 2062005, for program implementation from January 1 to June 30,

2006, and for the clarity of documents submitted to the Member States. It expressed
satisfaction that the rapidffective introduction of management economies following the

2004 Assemblies had enabled financial equilibrium to be attained without resorting to the
reserves or to increasing fees. In parallel with the change in the financial situation, the
Delegation oberved that extremely useful discussions were being held at several levels on the
operation of the Organization and on the means of strengthening its management, its control
bodies, and the central position which Member States should occupy. It addeddhanon

effort by the Member States and the Secretariat in respect of those matters had enabled
concrete measures to be adopted such as the sgptioigan Audit Committee or the
establishment of an internal audit charter. It also welcomed the prepdshaé Provisional
Committee on Proposals Related to a WIPO Development Agenda which, when implemented,
would allow the Organization to contribute to achieving the United Nations Millennium
Development Goals of September 2000. However, it considezeddntial that the

Organization concentrate its efforts in the coming years on establishing a global development
assistance program for the African States which had to face up to unprecedented technical
advancements. The Delegation expressed its saitsfaeith the work of the

Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional
Knowledge and Folklore, and wished to see the establishment of an appropriate international
legal instrument taking into account the realibéshe African continent and its traditional
communities. With respect to the fundamental rights of peoples in health matters, in
particular access to antiretrovirals at acceptable prices and other essential pharmaceuticals, the
Delegation recognized &lhe efforts undertaken by WIPO and WTO in implementing the
agreement on TraelRelated Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS). In that context,
improved application of adequate national provisions concerning that Agreement, but
particularly adapti#on of the flexibility arrangements of August 2003 to the actual situation in
the developing countries, had shown that the international community had the clear intention
of making intellectual property contribute to the promotion of new ideas and irom/at

while ensuring that those most in need could obtain that which they needed. However, it
added that, according to the World Health Organization (WHO), 11 years after the signature
of the Agreement, out of the 40 million people in the world living WilDS, six million

were still in a state of health urgently requiring antiretrovirals. It was therefore necessary to
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be far more active in introducing a patent protection system aimed at legitimate equilibrium
between private and public interests. ThéeDation again expressed its gratitude to the
Organization for its sustained technical and financial assistance. It cited several concrete
examples of this: organization on November 11, 2005, in Lomé, of a national conference on
the theme “The Hague Sesh for the International Deposit of Industrial Designs”; funding

for participants in the regional WIPO/OAPI Seminar on Intellectual Property and Genetic
Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore held in Cotonou, Benin, from January 24

to 26, 2006, ath funding of the Togolese Delegation attending the Diplomatic Conference for
the Adoption of a Revised Trademark Law Treaty, held in Singapore from March 13 to 31,
2006. In conclusion, the Delegation added that its country had started to transformalits soc
and political environment thanks to the benefits associated with numerous treaties which it
had already signed since the creation of WIPO. It was also in the process of taking the
necessary steps to adhere to the various other agreements and neakertkial institutional
adjustments so that intellectual property would be a lever for growth and sustainable human
development.

121. The Delegation of Uganda reported the positive progress in the formulation and
implementation of IP issues in th@regoing period. Training in the various fields of IP had

been undertaken for various individuals and stakeholder institutions with the support and
coordination of the Secretariat. Among the activities which had benefited Uganda directly,
the Delegatia highlighted: a national workshop to help formulate a National Intellectual
Property Strategy; a Round Table, held in Uganda in 2005, on topical issues in IP, in
particular the current state of the contribution made by intellectual property assetsrial nat
economies in the ARIPO region; a meeting in Kampala on TK and expressions of folklore to
craft a harmonized traditional knowledge instrument for the Africa Region; the installation of
the IPAS for automation of trademarks registration, and tramifirsgaff to commence the

process of data capture; technical support to copyright owners on how to enforce their rights
and pursue the relevant legal reforms; and, finally, training for various staff of government
departments and private individuals iffefent areas of IP including for SMEs. The

Delegation reported that, with the support of WIPO, Uganda had also been able to participate
in regional workshops and new initiatives to harmonize strategies in the development of
intellectual property, notaplthe participation in the Diplomatic Conference on the Singapore
Treaty on Trademarks and seminars on the Madrid System of Registration of Trademarks held
in the Republic of Kenya. Vital legal reforms in IP had been achieved during the reporting
period. An updated Copyright and Neighbouring Rights Act had been passed and was due for
publication. The Uganda Law Reform Commission had finalized drafts for the Trademarks
and Service Marks Bill, Industrial Property Law Bill, Trade Secrets Bill and Geogehphic
Indications Bill, and the Ugandan Government had undertaken to have these Bills passed by
Parliament in the period 204). A national instrument on protection of TK and expressions

of folklore had been drafted by the Uganda Law Reform CommissionDélegation

commended the work of the International Bureau and looked forward to continuing
constructive cooperation and engagement with all the stakeholders in addressing pending
issues such as the work of the IGC and the WIPO Development Agenda.

122. The Delegation of Ukraine stated that the world economy was now developing under
the influence of the latest information and telecommunication technologies which required
significant intellectual efforts. The main asset of modern society weefdhethe highly

qualified specialists who used their intellectual potential effectively, generating new ideas
aimed at improving technology. The copyright and related rights industry was also becoming
the main source of economic growth in the develameahtries of the world. Consequently,
Ukraine’s move towards Europe and, accordingly, the need for it to integrate into a specific
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high-technology environment necessitated an innovative approach to economic development
and an effectively functioning Stasgstem of IP protection. In this context, the Delegation
stressed that during Ukraine’s 15 years of independence, the main task had been
accomplished in achieving an appropriate level of protection for proprietary and
non-proprietary IP rights, includgna modern normative and legal base in the field of IP and

an effective infrastructure. This achievement was highlighted by the fact that, in 2006, the
United States of America, had decided to restore Ukraine’s benefits within the Generalized
System of References, and had amended Ukraine’s foreign country status within the Special
301 Priority Watch List; a very important step to Ukraine’s accession to the WTO. The
Delegation further noted that the legislative and organizational measures taken tbetreng

IP rights protection necessitated the enhancement of the effectiveness of the training of
gualified IP specialists. Therefore, Ukraine now had 16 higher education institutes in which
specialists and masters students could be trained in IP, and waewising a system of IP
training and retraining for State employees, local government officials and the heads of State
firms, institutions and organizations. The Delegation welcomed the activities of WIPO
Member States aimed at strengthening and impgpthe global system of IP protection, and

it believed that the production of unified legal norms, standards and mechanisms for their
implementation would allow the discrepancies existing in national IP systems to be
eliminated. It noted that Member Stitefforts to improve the existing system had been
demonstrated by the signing of the Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks. The
Delegation also expressed its gratitude to WIPO for its contribution to the development of the
IP national system, in pactlar, for its support for the organization of the Regional Seminar

on Reprographic Rights and Collective Management in the Digital Environment, and
significant input into the Tenth Anniversary International Conference on Current Intellectual
Property Isges. Finally, the Delegation looked forward to continued fruitful cooperation
between Ukraine and WIPO.

123. The Delegation of Uruguay thanked the Director General of WIPO for his introductory
speech dealing in depth with the role of intellecfralperty in the millennium and the role of
WIPO as a specialized body in that area. Substantive issues of great interest for Uruguay
were included for discussion by the Assemblies, and the Delegation hoped that the
painstaking work ahead would lead tasjiive results establishing a balance between the
protection of the rights of intellectual property holders and the interests of the general public,
with particular reference to access to knowledge.

124. The Delegation of Zambia congratulated Sexretariat and the Director General for

their dedication to work, which was shown by the number of useful and comprehensive
documents presented to the Assembly, and thanked WIPO for the technical support it
continued to receive. The Delegation informieel ineeting that the industrial property

activities of the Zambian Office had been automated and staff had benefited from the various
training programs provided by WIPO to build capacity in IP offices. Zambia was reviewing
its industrial property legislain to bring it in line with international trends and norms and

was in the process of formulating a national IP policy to guide the development of, and usage
of industrial property for development purposes, and to this effect, a team of IP experts had
beenconstituted. In order to ensure that the process was properly executed, WIPO would be
asked for guidance in this matter. The Delegation supported the statement made by Nigeria
on behalf of the African Group, especially on matters relating to the PCBARrthection of
Signals for Broadcasting Organizations, the IGC and Enforcement.

125. The Delegation of Zimbabwe thanked the Director General and the Secretariat for the
assistance rendered to developing countries and LDCs in the field of I, @articular for
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the technical assistance provided to Zimbabwe during the period under review. Such
assistance had included the installation of the Industrial Property Automation System
(AIPAS) at the Zimbabwe IP Office (ZIPO), which had been officilynched on the

occasion of the inauguration of the ARIPO Regional Training Centre. In addition, Zimbabwe
had benefited from various training programs of the WIPO Worldwide Academy. The
Delegation hoped that future WIPO assistance would include aassintegrating IP into
national development strategies and policies and development and modernization of IP
infrastructures. Regarding the WIPO Development Agenda, the Delegation fully associated
itself with the African proposals presented to the FBestsion of the Provisional Committee

on Proposals Related to a WIPO Development Agenda (PCDA). It noted that the issues
tabled in the African proposals, i.e. human resource development, technology transfer and
reform of the informal sector in Africa, weekey to development and would allow countries

in the region to make maximum use of IP as a tool for their national development. The
Delegation therefore hoped that the WIPO Assembly would renew the mandate of the PCDA
to enable the committee to complégeemandated task and be in a position to submit its report
and recommendations to the WIPO General Assembly in September 2007.

126. The Representative of Palestine associated itself with the statement made on behalf of
the Asian Group and thked all Member States which supported the request of Palestine to
be granted observer status, in line with the practice in other United Nations Specialized
Agencies. It also thanked the Director General and WIPO staff for their efforts in developing
and wlfilling the Organization’s role and objectives and for the active role played in Arab
countries, including Palestine. The Representative noted the widespread recognition of the
key role of IP in the social, technological and sustainable economic denslopf nations,

as well as of its importance in the dissemination of knowledge, culture and creativity. Such
role was a further illustration of WIPO’s vision as a proactive, humanitarian and innovative
Organization. The Representative emphasized WIR@ing and unique role in the field of

IP and its contribution to the fulfillment of the United Nations Millennium Development
Goals. In that regard, the Representative reiterated the statement by the Group of 77 at the
Second South Summit in Doha, Jut®®2, which called upon WIPO to integrate the
development dimension in its program planning and activities. The Representative noted the
importance of proposals by Arab, Islamic and other developing countries, in particular those
calling for a balanced areffective international system for the protection of IP which took

into consideration, and gave priority to, the elaboration of constructive and clear
developmental strategies for developing and least developed countries. The Representative
welcomed thevork of the WIPO IGC towards the preparation of an internationally binding
instrument for protection against misuse and misappropriation of TK and folklore. The
Representative further stated that what is happening in the occupied Palestinian territory,
including the destruction of infrastructure and institutions and the targeting of Ministries,
including the Ministries of Economy and Culture which deal with IP matters, was in
contradiction with WIPQO'’s objectives. Finally, while thanking WIPO for providexnnical
assistance and equipment, the Representative hoped that future support would include a field
visit to report on the IP situation in the occupied Palestinian territory and to assess current
needs; assistance for the development of IP legisjatraming of human resources in the
Ministries of Economy and Culture, the judiciary, customs, police and private sector;
workshops and seminars to raise awarenessial#ffed sectors; and provision of equipment.

127. The Representative dfi¢ African Union (AU) congratulated the Secretariat on the

quality of the documents submitted to Member States for consideration and noted with
satisfaction that such fundamental issues as those relating to the WIPO Development Agenda,
genetic resourcegaditional knowledge and folklore, and technical assistance had been
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included in the Agenda. She aligned herself with the statement made by the Delegation of
Nigeria on behalf of the African Group, and announced that the theme of the next African
Union Sunmit, to be held in January 2007, would be science and technology, with a strong
emphasis on intellectual property. She stressed that one of the challenges facing Africa
remained the enormous task of harmonizing IP protection systems in a continentvesich
marked by considerable diversity among its members. She therefore wished to see the WIPO
Development Agenda continued. Concerning genetic resources, traditional knowledge and
folklore, she pointed out that the African continent had enormous potertgsins of

biodiversity and a rich culture as a result of its centtoldgraditions, particularly in the

fields of medicine and healing. A rational exploitation of all of those resources and
knowledge would be of considerable help to the continelevelopment efforts. She wished

to see specific measures taken in that area. Referring to the work on patent law, she
encouraged a holistic approach in order to achieve a balanced outcome. Regarding the
protection of broadcasting organizations, it waseasal that the work of the 2007 Diplomatic
Conference should take into consideration the interests of all African countries. She also
referred to the joint project with the Organization on the awarding of medals and rewards to
the best African inventoryhich was ongoing. She expressed her gratitude to the
Organization for all the support it continuously provided to the African Union in the form of
technical assistance. Finally, she made an urgent appeal for appropriate means and resources
to be made\ailable to Africa, to permit the production and procurement of medicines which
would be accessible to its citizens. Nobody could have failed to notice that the African
continent was severely and disproportionately affected by infectious epidemicseaskdjs
large proportion of which were due to HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis.

128. The Representative of the African Regional Intellectual Property Organization (ARIPO)
associated itself with the statements made on behalf of the Africap @nouon behalf of

LDCs. He observed that the activities undertaken by ARIPO in cooperation with WIPO had
increased considerably during the biennium and that the working relationship between the two
Organizations had grown stronger. The Representatialed¢hat ARIPO was an
inter-governmental organization composed of 16 Member States, with an overall objective
provided for in the Lusaka Agreement, which created the Organization in 1976 to harmonize,
promote and develop IP in Africa. He also stated ARIPO, recognizing the need for

concerted efforts in matters related to IP, had recently invited a number of Observer States to
join the Organization. The Representative stated that the management in the processing of
applications lodged through the KO route, the registration of industrial property rights in
ARIPO Member States under the Harare and Banjul Protocols, was being enhanced through
the use of existing information technology, particularly the Polite Software Project, developed
with the asstance of the EPO. The Representative announced that, in view of the disparities
which still existed between the ARIPO Protocols and the national laws of its Member States,
which hindered the grant and registration of IP rights under the ARIPO route, NgidPO

agreed to make comments on both the ARIPO Protocols and the national laws of Member
States, and noted that these comments would form a basis for terms of reference for a study to
be commissioned thereafter. The Representative reported on improveeiagteade in the
administration and management of IP by the deployment in ARIPO Member States of the
Intellectual Property Automation Systems (IPAS), which would interface with the Polite
Project once completed. The Representative announced that qyar &nof patent

applications at ARIPO came through the PCT route and that the processing of these
applications had been streamlined with respect to formalities, substantial searches and
examinations and publications. The Representative stressedpthitante of patent

information in the technological and economic development of ARIPO Member States, a need
that ARIPO satisfied through the statithe-art facilities and joint WIPO workshops and
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seminars. The Representative announced that ARIPO hachkdia Regional Training

Centre on March 15, 2006, which would serve as a Centre of Excellence in the field of IP, and
acknowledged the assistance being received from WIPO to develop training programs. The
Representative reported that a harmonized OARIPDO document on the protection of TK,
Genetic Resources and Folklore was being drafted into a legal instrument for consideration by
the administrative councils of the two Organizations. In the area of copyright and related
rights, the Representative higiihted ARIPO’s commitment to establish programs to

facilitate compatibility of copyright management systems of ARIPO Member States with
international standards and systems and to assess the national databases and data distribution
networks and the develoyent of antipiracy and counterfeit programs. In this respect, the
Representative reported on the recently concluded agreement between IFRO and ARIPO to
cooperate, along with WIPO, on development of training modules on collective management
of reprography The Representative highlighted activities aimed at ensuring harmonization
between the two regional IP organizations in Africa, ARIPO and OAPI, such as training
strategies and the development of a legal framework on TK, Genetic Resources and
Expression®f Folklore, previously mentioned. The Representative reported that the
harmonization of the IP system in Africa had also caught the attention of the African Union,
and thus noimembers of OAPI and ARIPO, therefore the issue was also under discussion in
the framework of the Quadripartite Agreement. Finally, the Representative reported that in
November 2005, ARIPO developed a fiyear strategic plan for the period 2006 to 2010,

giving a clear focus and direction to the Organization’s work and prioritigragtivities to

increase efficiency and become more competitive.

129. The Representative of the World Bank underscored that the World Bank had an interest
in WIPO’s work as it related to the World Bank’s mission to enhance development angl reduc
global poverty. In that regard, he hoped that the work that the World Bank had done to
elucidate the economic relationship between intellectual property rights and development
would be considered within the work of WIPO as it considered matters obgeveht. He

also noted that the World Bank’s interest in the work of WIPO existed because the mission of
the World Bank required that it was also a producer, consumer and distributor of knowledge
and information in nearly all forms of media.

130. The Representative of the Eurasian Patent Office (EAPO) reported that the first ten
years of EAPQO’s activity had shown that the Eurasian patents awarded in compliance with all
the latest examination requirements were reliable indicators for the investmeié in the
national economies of the region. In the ten years up to, and including 2005, 11,500 patent
applications had been filed from more than 80 countries. A source of satisfaction was the
annual increase of 20 per cent achieved in the numberrasian applications filed. During

the past five years the number of applications had more than doubled. The main share of
Eurasian applications were those filed in accordance with PCT procedures, which represented
more than 80 per cent of the overalhmaer. All those factors indicated the worldwide
recognition of the Eurasian Patent System and the increased authority of Eurasian patents.
Since the very beginning, EAPQO’s activities had been geared towards assisting the
development of national patenfioés in the region. In the era of globalization, IP rights
protection was a key element of the State policy of many countries and a link between the
creation of the results of IP and their use. The actual national-agfdscement system, an
importantelement of which was the national patent office, helped to create a favorable
investment climate. Taking on the functions of the examination and grant of patents, the
Eurasian patent system gave the national offices of member countries additionalif@ssibil

for the further intensification of their activities in the very important sphere under discussion.
The modern level of patent offices’ development necessitated the implementation of projects
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which, for most of the countries in the region, couldb®implemented on an individual

basis. Examples of such projects, currently being implemented in accordance with the
Program of the Eurasian Patent Organization for 22080, were the creation of joint

electronic patent documentation libraries, the ebmit filing of applications and the

organization of remote access to global patent collections. During the past few years patent
offices had been connected to the Internet by means of separate channels and those offices
had created websites on the Eumasiveb portal and provided access to Eurasian patent
documentation systems. Specialists from national patent offices of EAPO member countries
attended training courses at the EAPO and, with the Organization’s financial support, studied
at the Russian Sealnstitute of Intellectual Property. A subject of particular pride was the
modern usefriendly Eurasian patent information system which provided broad possibilities
for patent information searches for EAPO examiners and national patent offices, Eurasian
patent attorneys and other users. The Organization followed with interest the development of
other regional organizations. Particular attention should, in the Representative’s opinion, be
given to the decision of the EPO to create a European patentketwe of the key

principles of which was to devise a new policy of cooperation between the patent offices of
Member States and the EPO. The Representative said that the EAPO would also do the same
in the future. It further thanked WIPO for its helpdeveloping the EAPO, its participation

in organizing a conference devoted to the tenth anniversary of the EAPQO’s formation, and for
the high award it had bestowed on the Organization on that occasion. Noting WIPQO's efforts
to develop the global IP systemspecially in view of the financial restrictions in place, and

its determination to disseminate and provide joint activities with organizations playing an
active role in different regions, the EAPO expressed the hope that WIPO would pay greater
attention to developing practical cooperation with regional organizations, facilitating their
mutual cooperation and strengthening regional patent offices. In the modern world, regional
organizations were able and had to become the key players on which WIPQelpuidts

work in the different regions. The policy proclaimed by WIPO for the comprehensive use of
resources, the recruitment of sponsors, and the creation of joint activities with regional
organizations should be included in the Program and Budg#tddorthcoming biennium,

with specific goals, programs and results. The Representative was sure that regional
organizations could become reliable partners for WIPO in achieving its aims and tasks, and
strengthening and developing not only national I§teays in the regions but also the global

IP system as a whole.

131. The Representative of the European Commission reported that Directive 2004/48/EC on
the enforcement of IP rights, adopted in April 2004, applied to “any infringement of IP rights
as provided for by Community law and/or by the national law of the Member State
concerned”, and that the Commission had published a statement in which it outlined the IP
rights which were at least covered by the scope of the Directive. The Delegatitras#ie
Directive had become effective in the 25 EU Member States in April 2006, and that parallel
work on the proposed Directive on criminal sanctions on IP infringements had progressed.
The Delegation also announced the adoption of Regulation (EQ)@8@/2005

implementing its decision to lower the fees payable to OHIM, which would make trademark
protection cheaper for businesses operating in the EU single market. The Delegation then
referred to two proposals presented by the Commission to linkaimen@nity Design system

with the international design registration system of WIPO, the first of which related to the
accession of the European Community to the Geneva Act, and the second of which contained
the necessary provisions to give effect to thaéssion. The Delegation further announced

the adoption of Regulation No. 816/2006 on compulsory licensing of patents relating to the
manufacture of pharmaceuticals products for export to countries with public health problems,
in May 2006, and noted that $hliegislation implemented the WTO General Council Decision



Al42/14
pagel03

of August 30, 2003. The Delegation also announced the launch of a public consultation on
the future patent policy in Europe, though work on proposal for a regulation on the
Community patent and ahe proposals for the establishment of a specialized Community
jurisdiction on patents had stalled. As a folawto the consultation, the Commission was

likely to present its views on the future patent policy in Europe by late 2006. In the area of
copyright and related rights, the Delegation said that the Commission had adopted a
Recommendation, as well as an impact assessment, on collectivbamssmanagement of
copyright and related rights for legitimate online music services in October 20@5wads

further to the communication on the management of copyright and related rights in the
Internal Market adopted by the European Commission in April 2004 and a study published in
July 2005. The Study had examined the present structures fotombs collective

management of copyright for the provision of online music services and concluded that the
absence of Elvide copyright licenses for online content services made it difficult for these
music services to take off and that entirely new strustimecrossorder collective

management of copyright may be required. The Delegation then reported that a review of the
EU Legal Framework in the field of copyright and related rights, which started in 2004, was
ongoing, with studies being carried outibgependent contractors and an impact assessment
foreseen for 2006. Finally, the Delegation announced that nine of the new EC Member States
had ratified the WCT and/or WPPT, which the EC and its remaining Member States were
preparing to adhere to in thet too distant future.

132. The Representative of the African Intellectual Property Organization (OAPI) firmly
believed that WIPO was playing an eminent role in promoting intellectual property
throughout the world and particularly in developimgictries. He confirmed his desire to
consolidate the friendship and cooperation with the Organization. He then reported on
various activities carried out in cooperation with WIPO for the promotion of geographical
indications, genetic resources, tradiabknowledge and folklore, and for the research

network on intellectual property. He welcomed strengthening of cooperation with the PCT
and the Center for International Industrial Property Studies (CEIPI) which led to
decentralization of examination to &andé, under the responsibility of the training center.

He mentioned the new challenges to be faced in the coming years, particularly in respect of
fighting counterfeiting, the Substantive Patent Law Treaty, the protection of audiovisual
performances, iellectual property and genetic resources, traditional knowledge and folklore.
He explained that to achieve progress in protecting all aspects of intellectual property, OAPI
was aiming to become more efficient and show greater responsibility towardatie &3td

users which it served. Those efforts were being made in all areas of activity, whether in
granting industrial property protection titles, dissemination of technical information,
promotion of innovation or intellectual property training. Howeherrecognized that much
remained to be done in all those areas.

133. The Representative of the National Association of Performers (ANDI) paid tribute to
the excellent work done by the Chairman of the Assemblies and also expressed his respect
andadmiration for the WIPO Director General who had always shown himself to be sensitive
to and concerned with respect for the rights of performers. Over a long period of time, ANDI
had sought to make known the voice of hundreds of thousands of perforiversiao, and

of those that were members of the Ibeatin-American Federation of Performers (FILAIE).
Although there was no doubt as to the importance of progress on a treaty for broadcasting
organizations, it was also necessary to have a treaty thatta the performances contained

in audiovisual works. In a world in which technology advanced quickly, it was difficult to
understand why thousands, perhaps millions, of performances had not yet managed to create
interest in different countries suchtasgenerate an agreement that protected the performers
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who participated in such audiovisual works; it was more difficult still to understand that fact
when other treaties, such as that mentioned relating to broadcasting organizations, were
moving ahead qakly; and when phonogram producers already enjoyed protection under the
WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty (WPPT). It was a bit like promoting a film,
which had not yet been made or produced, for the most important eindusdry prize. For
thatreason, the subject should form part of the agenda items of the Standing Committee on
Copyright and Related Rights (SCCR) or at least discussion should be invited on the subject.
Creating, thinking, imagining, everything began with an idea. Those wieoneators and
owners of the intellectual property of their creations were very often the most unprotected in
the face of the economic forces that governed supply and demand in the world of business.
Both producers and broadcasting organizations would hathing to offer if the original

work did not exist and was not in turn performed by performers. It was therefore a historical
duty to respond to the true creators of identity and culture. Everything depended on the will,
interest and commitment of tAessemblies.

134. The Representatives of the Electronic Information For Libraries (EIFL) and the
International Federation of Library Associations (IFLA), speaking on behalf of both
organizations, stated that EIFL represented leading academiccteaad public libraries in

50 developing and transition countries, that IFLA represented the interests of libraries and the
users of library services throughout the world, and that they were directing their intervention
to the proposed treaty on the puiten of the rights of broadcasting organizations. The
Representatives asserted that access to knowledge was essential for the functioning of a
healthy and democratic society, and that access to knowledge was fundamental to education
and research and ftre creation of human capital upon which the development of societies
depended, which was especially true in the information society, where economic progress
depended on having a literate and educated population. They underscored that libraries of all
types were the starting point from which citizens could have access to information on an equal
basis and in a trusted and neutral environment, and that through their vast collections and
resources, libraries enabled access for all members of the commugidpabknowledge
resources, ideas and opinions, thus fostering a creative and innovative society, and
increasingly providing access to all kinds of content available over the Internet. The
dissemination of information through traditional broadcastingtlrmligh new media played

an important role in education and development, and thus provided many opportunities for
enhanced services and delivery to many more people, especially in developing countries.
They noted that libraries also held recorded aw@soal material in their collections, which

meant that libraries were intermediaries whose role was to provide access to such materials.
The Representatives emphasized that libraries opposed the broadcasting treaty, and in their
opinion, there was no comfiag public policy reason for such a treaty, given the existence of
the Rome Convention. They spotlighted some problem areas in particular. The treaty
introduced a new set of rights which libraries would have to clear in order to use the subject
material- rights clearance was already a costly and time consuming task. In countries that
had a well functioning collective rights society, authors and performers generally allowed
their rights to be managed collectively. Broadcasters, film and recording c@sypan the

other hand, generally preferred to clear rights themselves. Where there were few monopoly
organizations, perhaps that was workable; but as broadcasting became more liberalized, and
many more players entered the market, that process codchbexven more difficult. As

rights clearance proved difficult if not impossible in many cases, the result would be to hinder
access to broadcast material through libraries. The Representatives offered that the inclusion
of exceptions and limitations calbe considered as a solution to that problem. However,
exceptions and limitations were optional and left to the national legislation; also, the list of
exceptions could be exhaustive, but many countries did not avail themselves of flexibilities in
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their international treaty obligations. That meant that the concessions negotiated at the
international level were not translated into public benefits at the national level, especially in
developing countries. Thus, the proposed broadcasting treaty woulsdrap@dditional

burden on already undeesourced libraries in some of the poorest countries of the world.

The Representative requested that any broadcasting treaty limit itself to its intent, which was
to protect signal theft, and which excluded webingstntirely. They underscored that the

value of libraries, and their contribution to education, culture and society, in particular for
development, had been widely acknowledged, and asked that their views be taken into
consideration. They also referrixdthe issue of the WIPO Development Agenda, and

observed that the proposals under discussion by the PCDA had, in their opinion, again
reached an impasse. The Representatives believed that, from the report of its June meeting,
many Member States were worl towards compromise and wished to continue to do so,
which was important to librarians and library users because libraries were essential to the
advancement of knowledge; however, the current copyright regime was hindering that goal,
especially in theligital environment. The transfer and exchange of information and
knowledge was a global process which closely bound developing and developed countries.
Libraries cooperated to deliver global electronic access to information through NGOs such as
EIFL. Researchers in developing and transition countries were gaining access to online
journals and databases, thus transforming education and research; likewise libraries were
using technology to provide innovative new services, which could bring global resaota

local settings. Recent examples were the British Library “Turning the Pages Project,” which
was opening its public domain treasures to the world, and “Digital Book Mobile Projects”
which put thousands of public domain books into schools, homdsbaates in Uganda,

Ghana and other countries. However, the Representatives pointed out that some library
digital projects had been held back for years, or might never see the light of day, due to
copyright issues and the inability to obtain the necgdgznses. Librarians in many

countries had publicly stated their concerns about the global trend, which was seriously
tipping the scales in favor of rights holders. They felt that there were a narrow range of global
commercial interests which werethé expense of society as a whole and in particular at the
expense of the developing countries. The Representative noted that access to knowledge and
information in the digital environment was being impeded by different factors. The question
of digital copyright presented increasing problems for libraries, since the Agreed Statement to
Article 10 in the WIPO Copyright Treaty, which allowed the extension of existing exceptions
and limitations into the digital environment, had not been implemented in unaookiterms

in all international copyright laws. They referred to new layessiiofeneris rights on

information delivery, such as the EU database right, and the proposed protection for signals
for as long as 50 years in the basic proposal for the WiB&basting treaty. In their view,
pressure for harmonization of the term of copyright protection leads to the shrinking of the
public domain. Creators and entrepreneurs need a strong and viable public domain to provide
them with new opportunities forgearch, scholarship and innovation. Restrictions imposed

by technology through the legal protection of technological protection measures not only
prevented libraries and users, including disabled people, from benefiting from statutory
copyright exceptionshut also frustrated library statutory digital preservation programs.
Restrictions could be imposed by contract and in most jurisdictions, licenses and contracts
were allowed to override statutory exceptions to copyriglat many of those licenses and
contracts were diminishing the rights of users provided by exceptions and limitations,
resulting in a loss of the traditional balance of copyright. In their opinion, national copyright
legislation needed to provide for compulsory licensing schemes anitlifdoamation and

copying licenses to be subject to national limitations and exceptions to copyright. For those
reasons, the Representatives emphasized that WIPO must successfully establish and
implement a Development Agenda. They found that the prigpesae thoughtful and
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substantive, and called on Member States to continue discussions in a form and in a manner
that was inclusive and which enabled the proposals of Member States to be fully and fairly
considered, in which the outcome could be cmging and the development issues could be
integrated across all work areas; they believed that it was premature for a permanent body to
be established until an agreement had been reached on the substantive issues.

135. The Representative of theu@iSociety Coalition (CSC) expressed the view that the

CSC was opposed to the convening of a diplomatic conference on a proposed treaty for the
protection of the rights of broadcasting organizations, considering it premature. The current
draft treaty’s &clusive rightsbased approach would create a new intellectual property right in
broadcasting signals, which would be layered upon existing copyright in the underlying
program material. The Representative emphasized that the CSC was opposed to tige grantin
of intellectual property rights in works to parties that simply scheduled and transmitted works.
The proposed treaty presented a threat to consumers, and to copyright owners, including
millions of persons who released works under creative commonsdgehte noted that up

until the final moments of the £5meeting of the SCCR, there had appeared to be growing
support for a more narrow treaty that would have only protected broadcasters and cable
casters against signal theft. In his view, there shbeldo diplomatic conference until WIPO
Member States could agree upon the basic paradigm for the treaty: a “rights” approach, or a
“signal theft” approach. Once that issue was resolved, it could be much easier to conclude a
successful diplomatic conferee; however, at the time, he asserted that there was no
agreement on anything, and that a diplomatic conference presented too many risks for
everyone.

136. The Representative of Consumers International (Cl) referred to the WIPO Development
Agend, and expressed that organization’s belief that there was a growing interest in
developing more analytical and evidefi@sed policy making capacity at WIPO. He called
upon the Member States to request the Secretariat to investigate different apdoyaches
doing impact assessments, which could be controversial, as well as other types of economic
analysis, including different models for the creation of an economics bureau within WIPO, a
proposal which he felt could be an incremental but tangible steptégrating the

development dimension into WIPQO'’s core activities. Cl was particularly interested in looking
at models that would give Member States the opportunity to frame research questions for an
economics bureau, an approach which could reducesthéiat such an economics bureau
could become an advocate for policy positiefilsthe Member States could frame the

guestions that were relevant and important, then the economics bureau could spend its
resources finding the data and evidence in respoersetoh

137. The Representative of the European Broadcasting Union (EBU) noted that the EBU
represented national broadcasters in no fewer than 54 countries; however, when it came to
the broadcasting treaty, all broadcasters around the globe gjfibka single voice. He

pointed out that of the current 183 WIPO Member States, as many as 21 had not even ratified
the Berne Convention. Less than half had ratified the Rome Convention, and a mere 28
Member States had ratified the Brussels SatelldevEntion. The 1996 WIPO Internet

Treaties, in ten years, have been ratified by less than one third of all the WIPO Member
States. The Representative observed that, while the broadcasters hoped that the WIPO
broadcasting treaty would be ratified quickly an overwhelming majority of the WIPO

Member States, no illusions were held in that regard. He therefore wondered why it was,
then, that unanimity should be needed, or at least a very broad consensus, before a diplomatic
conference for the elaborationdhadoption of such a treaty could even be convened. There
were, he believed, no WIPO procedural rules which established such a requirement. He
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questioned why all those who positively wished to have such a treaty could not be allowed to
go ahead on theown, and asserted that, with the world being the way it was today,

unanimity, often referred to as a consensus, on anything on a global level would appear to be
something from the past, if it had ever existed. The Representative believed that if the
broadcasting treaty did not see the light of day, there may be serious cause for concern about
the future of any WIPO treaties, including the revision of existing ones. Bilateral or regional
arrangements, which were the rule of the &@ntury, would then bine only alternative. As
European broadcasters, he stressed that the EBU would gladly accept a regional instrument,
such as a European Union Directive or a Council of Europe Convention, provided that it
would be possible to pluck satellites from the akg to switch off the Internet. To put it
positively, only a global legal instrument could deal with the realities which globalization had
brought about. He noted that at the current stage, there were still many open guestions

one could be happy witlhé draft proposal as it stood today. However, the recent SCCR
meeting reached a consensus that the text, with all its alternative proposals, could serve as a
useful basis for a diplomatic conference. The last SCCR meeting demonstrated that Member
Statesvere not prepared to make any further unilateral concessions at that stage. It was,
however, a customary task of a diplomatic conference to iron out misunderstandings, to
clarify critical points and to work out compromises, so that a-drefited treatyext could

ultimately be submitted for adoption. The Representative emphasized that the broadcasting
treaty was intended to protect the signal, and the signal only, and not the content carried by
the signal. The EBU had been a strong advocate of the UNER@vention on Cultural

Diversity, which had been adopted by such an overwhelming majority of countries. However,
he also noted that the EBU was also the first to say that any reference to the UNESCO
Convention in the WIPO broadcasting treaty would kteobplace, as would any other

clauses in the broadcasting treaty which had nothing to do with the signal as such, but which
would be driven by obvious concerns over content. Limitations and exceptions were a good
example of that. Whatever was permittedier national law with regard to programming
content carried by the broadcast signal must also be permissible with regard to the signal, and
vice versa. No beneficiary of a limitation or exception would in fact understand, and still less
accept in practie, that what was allowed for the one was not allowed for the other. The
Representative pointed out that the broadcasters were supported in their desire to hold a
diplomatic conference in 2007 in a joint statement which was distributed at the recent SCCR
meeting, wherein the same view was expressed, among others, by the authors represented by
CISAC, by the film producers represented by FIAPF and by the phonogram producers
represented by IFPI.

138. The Representative of the North American BroageasAssociation (NABA), who

spoke on behalf of broadcast organizations in Canada, USA and Mexico, was also speaking
on behalf of the National Association of Broadcasters (NAB), an organization which itself
represents over 8000 radio and television statmasnetworks in USA. The Representative
underscored that both NABA and NAB had worked toward an updated treaty for the
protection of broadcast signals starting with the WIPO Symposium in Manila, Philippines, in
1997. The case had been made there tbatbasters, like other Rome Convention
beneficiaries, needed their rights updated to take account of new technological realities. The
Representative believed that the WIPO process today, which had included symposiums,
seminars, regional consultation megs, as well as 15 meetings of the Standing Committee

on Copyright and Related Rights (SCCR), had been exhaustive, and that the next logical step
was a diplomatic conference. While NABA shared concerns about some of the treaty
proposals, the standing conttee had gone as far as it cowtdutstanding issues should now

be resolved within the context of the recommendations 'BSIECR for the holding of a
diplomatic conference in 2007. The Representative expressed her hope that NABA and NAB
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could rely on tle flexibility and goodwill of all delegations to work to resolve the major
outstanding obstacles and clear the way for a successful diplomatic conference, because to not
do this would put at risk all the efforts devoted to the broadcasting treaty ovet almo

10years, and would thus squander a unique opportunity to make the broadcasting treaty a
reality.

139. The Representative of the Institute for Policy Innovation (IPI) explained that the IPI was
a 19 year old economic research institute angibsociety NGO at WIPO, which focused its
research and advocacy on issues related to economic growth. The Representative expressed
the IPI's belief that economic growth was a solution to many public policy problems, as
economic growth facilitated educati, better health care and the protection of human rights.
Conversely, it was almost impossible to promote education, healthcare and human rights
without economic growth. In general, economic growth came through participation in
markets, and markets dmbt function without property rights. Property rights were thus
essential to the economic growth equation, because property rights created markets, and
property rights facilitated rational methods for distributing goods. The Representative pointed
out that today, the world was even dealing with problems of pollution by creating a property
right for pollution and carbon emissions, and that more often than not, property rights were
the solution, rather than the cause, of problems in equalities. IPI'ssnieriP was driven by

the well known and well established relationship between IP and economic growth, a
relationship which was recognized by the vast majority of economists and academics, despite
the fact that it had recently become popular among sooupg to question the significance

of IP as a driver of economic growth. IPI also believed that the right to own a benefit from
one’s own creations and inventions was a basic human right, as specifically stated in the
Universal Declaration of Human RightSince IP was so important, a functioning WIPO was
also important. Therefore, IP1 viewed all proposals at WIPO through the lens of whether or
not they were promoting a functioning WIPO, as well as whether they promoted IP as a tool
of economic developnme. The Representative observed that IPI had participated in all
meetings related to the Development Agenda during 2005 and 2006, and called for the
proposal of the Chairman of the PCDA regarding the Development Agenda to be included in
the Report for tld meeting of the WIPO Assemblies, as it represented a step in the right
direction.

140. The Representative of the Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) explained that the EFF
was an internationally active NGO with offices in the United Stateswdrica and Canada
working on technology and public policy for its 12.000 members around the world. He
stressed the importance of establishing a development agenda for WIPO and the need for
extending the mandate of the PCDA, as development was the leagtttwhich all of

WIPQO'’s activities should be viewed. The Representative was alawdrof focusing work

on the production of concrete tangible results that would strengthen the effectiveness of the
Organization’s work, and its institutional capaciyneet its Members States needs. He also
called for more economic involvement and more economic evidence in all of WIPO’s work.
On the proposed broadcasting treaty, the Representative was of the view that a diplomatic
conference would be extraordinargyemature, and he recalled the lack of consensus at the
15" session of the SCCR on the draft treaty text on a number of substantive issues, and the
divergent views of Member States on whether, for example, the treaty should be employer’s
rights based orignal protection based. At the very least, a diplomatic conference should not
be called until consensus had been reached on such a basic element of that Treaty. Finally,
the Representative drew Members States’ attention to a letter opposing the irmfidiseon
Internet in the WIPO Broadcasting Treaty, which had been distributed at'f&CI5R and
provided to the Secretariat, and which had been signed by over 200 podcasters, people or
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organizations who distribute original content over the Internetderofi devices like IPods.

The Representative noted that podcastingawasw form of cultural distribution that could

be seriously harmed by the proposed treaty and he encouraged Members States to consider
that position.

141. The Representative the International Federation of Film Producers Associations
(FIAPF) supported the proposals made by the Representative of Nigeria on behalf of the
African Group, and by the DelegationkKyrgyzstaron behalf of the countries of Central

Asia, the Caucaswend Eastern Europe, concerning the WIPO Development Agenda. The
proposals had in common the good faith and a pragmatic desire to make progress on the
substance of issues. The Representative urged Member States, as a priority, to focus their
attention orthe proposals likely to enjoy a general consensus, and to leave those proposals
requiring more thorough examination and detailed negotiations to a later stage. The
Representative was also available to those Member States that wished to devise imaginative
and feasible plans relating to technical and economic cooperation in the audiovisual
production and distribution sector. Concerning the proposed Treaty on the Protection of the
Rights of Broadcasting Organizations, the Representative stated that, as er it

Coalition of Rightsholders, the FIAPF supported the idea of a Diplomatic Conference.
However, that support was conditional on the text of the draft Treaty presented to the
Assemblies being balanced in terms of the rights offered to broadcasi@ely that

broadcasting organizations would be granted only those rights necessary for the protection of
their signals. The FIAPF had been very clear on the requirement that the draft articles
concerning the technical protection measures and the exagpind limitations should reflect

the approach already adopted in the WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT) and in the WIPO
Performances and Phonograms Treaty (WPPT). It was regrettable that the draft Treaty in its
current form did not offer a sufficient basisrésolve those issues. In conclusion, for the time
being, the Representative of the FIAPF maintained his reservation concerning the holding of a
future Diplomatic Conference.

142. The Representative of the German Association for Industrial Rycged Copyright

(GRUR) emphasized the scientific character of their activities and the composition of its
membership, namely scientists and practitioners who worked in all fields related to the
protection of Industrial Property, Copyright and competitemn. According to its statutes

the Association’s objective was training in the area of Intellectual Property rights and the
support of the legislative organs, competent ministries and institutions on questions of
Intellectual Property and the law of féiading. The Association had expanded its activities

to various fora open to civil societies in the European Union. With some 4,500 individual and
corporate members, several hundred residing outside Germany, the Association cultivated a
close cooperatiowith other national and international groupings of civil society. The
Representative explained that although the Association was a nhewcomer to the meetings of
the Governing Bodies of WIPO, he had already attended meetings of the Standing
Committees andhanked all parties concerned with their acceptance of GRUR as an observer
to the General Assembly. The emphasis on the scientific character of the Association’s
activities did not mean that the Association did not take sides or hesitate to mark ibs positi

in political discussions. The Association had continuously and strongly supported the work in
the Standing Committee on the Law of Patents (SCP), including the efforts made to promote
the further harmonization of patent law and to fix priorities ia thgard, whilst fully

respecting conflicting interests. The same was true as far as the project of a new treaty on the
protection of broadcasting organizations was concerned. The Association fully supported all
efforts to bring the discussions in the@&to a successful completion.
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143. The Representative of IP Justice, an international civil liberties organization that
promote balanced IP law, strongly recommended that Member States decide against
convening a diplomatic conference on a Bizding Treaty. She recalled that at th€ 15
session of the SCCR, several Member States had made clear their objection against moving
forward based on the draft proposal. The SCCR Chairman’s decision to convene a diplomatic
conference was premature aadKed the consensus necessary for legitimate democratic law
making. The Representative noted that the current draft proposal create eight new IP rights
for broadcasting organizations, instead of using a more appropriate “signal theft” approach to
addressinlawful conduct, as recommended by many Member States. The Chairman’s
proposal continued to regulate Internet transmission of programming in Articles 9 and 14,
which significantly was threatening bloggers, podcasters, and other innovative Internet users
of programming. In addition, the proposal still contained the unpopular measures against the
circumvention of technological restrictions, even after the majority of Member States had
expressed concern about their impact on the public domain, and ahartistonsumers’

rights to use programming. The Representative further stated that by no means, these issues
were only political questions, because it remained unclear what implications a new IP right
for broadcasters would have on developing countri¢iseopublic as a whole, and that too

many outstanding questions should be answered before a Diplomatic Conference was
convened. The Representative then stated that IP rights could foster economic and social
development, but only if a balance was maintdibetween the rights of creators and users,

and only if the special needs of developing countries were taken into consideration. The
Broadcasting Treaty in its current form would not help to reach these aims. The
Representative was therefore of the opinihat WIPO should rather focus its efforts on
adopting a Development Agenda and a Treaty on Access to Knowledge, and undertaking an
examination of the appropriate limitations and exceptions to copyright, as proposed by Chile
in 2005, to ensure that WIP©ivork was in line with the global public interest.

144. The Representative of tir@indacao Getulio Vargas (FGV) supported the statements

made on behalf of the Friends of Development, LDCs, the Asian Group and the African
Group, and statements nealdy the Delegations of Brazil, Chile, China and South Africa. He
stated thaWIPO, as a UN specialized agency, must be guided by the UN principles, bearing
in mind, that the IP system should not be understood as an end in itself, but rather as a mean
for achieving development. He said that due to countries’ various levels of development, all
WIPO Treaties should have special and differential treatment for developing countries and
LDCs, and therefore before the commencement of discussions on any ngwopreat

forums, such as the Open Forum on the SPLT, or similar public discussions, should be held to
debate the objectives, feasibility and desirability of the proposed treaty and its eventual
impacts, ensuring, additionally, a broader participation of nciety and public interest

groups in WIPO activities. The Representative was therefore of the opinion that as no
consensus could be reached on the SCP as regards the SPLT, there should be another open
fora to continue discussions. He the statedR&f supported the development and adoption

of a treaty or similar mechanism on access to knowledge, and the adoptioresichmive

systems for fostering creativity, innovation and transfer and dissemination of technology,
such as free software and CreatCommons Licenses. In addition, FGV supported the
establishment of special PCT application fees for the promotion of research and development
activities in developing countries and LDCs. Concerning the WIPO Development Agenda,
the Representative belied that the process of the PCDA should be renewed with

three fiveday sessions. With regard to discussions in the SCCR on a possible Broadcasting
Treaty, he mentioned that there were limited talks about the possible impact on public access
to informationand cultural diversity, and there was no agreement in substance. Having said
that, and bearing in mind the growing opposition from different industry groups, the
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Representative urged the WIPO General Assembly to reject the recommendation of the SCCR
to hdd a Diplomatic Conference, and thus promote further discussions with a sufficient
participation of relevant stakeholders in order to provide a better understanding of the
implications of the treaty. In relation to the work of the IGC, the Representas/e

favorable to finalizing a legally binding international instrument with no further delay, and
stressed the need for the work of the IGC to advance in parallel with the work in other fora,
such as the SCP. Finally, the Representative stressed thiaipileyeountries as well as

their creative industries, should be the focus of the work of the Advisory Committee on
Enforcement, including discussions on the broader context of society interests, obligations of
right holders, and experience on4pioacy.

145. The Representative of the Latin American Association of Pharmaceutical Industries
(ALIFAR) reaffirmed the importance of the proposal put forward by the Friends of
Development and said that international intellectual property standardstalalisbsd that
development was a direct consequence of the strengthening of intellectual property rights.
However, experience showed that, at least in developing countries, and in particular in the
sector which her Organization represented, that premag@dt been fulfilled. By contrast,

she warned such standards threatened the development and the actual existence of the
pharmaceutical industry in generic products. Intellectual property should not be considered to
be an end in itself but rather a meafgromoting innovation, access to science and
technology, and fostering the creativity of national industries in order to achieve the
development and well being of countries. However, she warned with concern that the patent
system was being used as aam®to obstruct legitimate competition instead of being used as
a tool to promote genuine innovation. Patents of doubtful quality were used aggressively
against the national pharmaceutical industry, thereby making it difficult to market products
that weren the public domain, worsening the situation in the sector, and compromising its
future and access to drugs. She also expressed her concern regarding the harmonization of
patents, which would subsequently limit the existing lack of flexibility for dgueb

countries. Finally, she pointed out that intellectual property protection standards that were
established as part of bilateral trade treaties formed a scenario which would deepen the
already existing lack of symmetry and the technological dividedsst developed and
developing countries. For that reason, the wish had been expressed for WIPO to introduce
technical assistance and cooperation activities focused on development, so that intellectual
property would be an effective tool for the growtmational industries in developing

countries and general well being.

146. The Representative of the Association for the Promotion of Intellectual Property in
Africa (APPIA) stated that APPIA, based in Yaoundé, was present in around

12 Frenchspealng and Engliskspeaking African countries, and had around 100 members
through which it carried out its mission which was to promote intellectual property in Africa.
The Representative encouraged the Organization to support the participation of @ soci

in its work in order better to reflect the interests in development which African peoples
expected to see through intellectual property. He also thanked WIPO for commissioning a
Madrid System expert on Intellectual Property Day 2006. He welcomedethigon of a

support fund for the participation of representatives from indigenous communities in the work
of the Committee on Traditional Knowledge. However, he regretted that much of the work of
the Organization was made known to the peoples of Abmdaafter adoption, particularly

work concerning the adoption of international treaties, including work on the possible
adoption of a Treaty on the Protection of Broadcasting Organizations. He added that such
work should take into consideration the opms and specific requirements of developing
countries, and in particular the needs associated with accessing information, with education
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and with freedom of expression. He also considered it too hasty to hold a Diplomatic
Conference in 2007, and expres#ieel wish that a series of regional seminars and conferences
be organized in Africa by the Organization, without the need for the States to issue an
invitation. Those regional meetings would allow the African Member States and the experts
concerned by theext to analyze it more thoroughly and fully grasp all its aspects. That
process would also enable the African States to facilitate the implementation of the Treaty
rather than simply be subjected to its provisions. Furthermore, he supported theckedt cy

the WIPO Provisional Committee on Proposals Related to a WIPO Development Agenda and
was in favor of its mandate being renewed for a newy®ar cycle. He explained that the
diversity of the proposals made should be an indication of the impontdmcle the States

attached to the adoption of that Agenda. He concluded by encouraging the Organization to
make more tangible the role which intellectual property must play to stimulate development in
developing countries and in the Least Developed CrsnftDCs).

147. The Director General thanked all Delegations for the constructive and positive
discussions which had taken place under Agenda Item 4, and noted that it was only against a
background of clear, accurate and reasoned input regardiiogal aspirations and

constraints that realistic progress could be made towards common goals. The Director
General said that everybody was committed to the future of WIPO as the recognized global
forum for the development and use of the IP systenmasaas of economic and cultural
enrichment for every nation, and to maintaining and enhancing the stature of the Organization
as a dynamic body in which progress was made through a spirit of consensus and creative
compromise, and he hoped that this waseddée spirit of this particular session of the

General Assembly. The Director General stated that the progress achieved during these
meetings on the issues before the Assemblies validated those commitments. It also reaffirmed
what one Delegation had ezfed to as WIPO's role as an intellectual leader among other
Organizations which were increasingly interested in IP issues. The Director General noted
that Member States were seeking the understanding, solidarity and flexibility necessary to
bring abouforward momentum in the various challenges currently confronting them, and that
they must therefore be supported in their quest by a Secretariat offering the highest standards
of efficiency and responsible management. The Director General referredjtedahefforts

to attain these standards by incorporating, to the maximum extent possible, the suggestions
and recommendations received from all various constituencies, as outlined in the various
presented documents. He was therefore pleased to hear Metates' expressions of
appreciation of these efforts which had been made both by those staff members charged with
the financial and budgetary helms of the Organization and by those whose work had been
impacted by the reduction in resources availableamthThe Director General also

welcomed Member States’ expressions of appreciation on issues of substance at the heart of
IP. He had also noted with interest the other comments made in theawgieg discussion

on this agenda item, and had been paditylaware of references to the need to nurture the
spirit of consensus to achieve solutions that would take root, thrive and bear fruit. The
Director General had further noted many individual requests and comments from Member
States referring, for examglto the continuing need for assistance in drafting national IP
strategies; the need for balance in all areas; a slow but noticeable improvement in the
economies of certain LDCs and the importance of IP capacity building; the need to examine
the interbice between copyright and education, a very important area raised by some
Delegations; the introduction of new national legislation against counterfeiting and piracy,
and of course enforcement issues related to this critical question; examinatiohndf the
between the copyright industries and the overall economic growth of countries and nations;
and the need to make IP protection even more affordable. The Director General assured
Member States that these and all other observations would receivé atiegftion from the
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Secretariat. Finally, the Director General underscored the contribution made by the staff of
the Organization, and stated that they were unfailingly dedicated and always willing to go the
extra distance required of them and tireleskdeping the heart of the Organization ticking.

He recalled that he had emphasized on several occasions before the Assemblies and in
different other fora that the staff was the most important resource of the Organization. The
Director General also reitaied that it was of great importance that staff had the best possible
conditions of work, both for their own wdbdeing and for that of WIPO, and stressed that
without the staff, the life would go out of the Organization.

148. The Delegation of Bazil, on the subject of document A/42/2, reiterated its appreciation

of the Secretariat’s efforts to provide Member States with a very extensive and complete
Program Performance Report for the 2@DO5 biennium. It pointed out, however, that in its
view, there were several instances in the document where perhaps a skewed perception of
what development and IP should be was actually made quite explicit in the text, for example,
the description of actions taken by WIPO under the Development Agenda felltheadide

of Cooperation for Development. The Delegation, in particular, made reference to
paragrapt¥0 in document A/42/2. It pointed out that this perhaps meant that it was still not
clear within the Organization that the Development Agenda was sioigéttoader than the

idea of Cooperation for Development because it had normative implications. It therefore
believd that document A/42/2 should be modified and that paragraph 70 should be placed
under the title Protection of IP and Development of th&yftem. The Delegation also

pointed out the many references to IP and development under awareness raising in developing
countries on the importance of implementing IP legislations. It was of the opinion that this
was also a skewed view of what shouldubeerstood by IP and development or being
development friendly. It noted that awareness raising needed to encompass a broader vision
of IP and it meant working with developing countries to assist them to implement the full
scope of their commitments, batie affirmative aspects of protecting rights but also the
limitations, exceptions, flexibilities and the compulsory licensing provisions that were at the
reach of many Member States as a legitimate tool for curbingamipetitive practices and

for giving them access to medicine and other important sources of provisions that their
populations may need. Therefore, the Delegation pointed out, the public interest aspect of IP
was not adequately dealt with in the document. It also referred to paragraphi@36in its

view, stated that measuring the impact of IP on development was a question of measuring or
assessing levels of piracy in different countries or in different communities or in different
regions, and stressed that Brazil strongly opposed ihis VT he Delegation was of the

opinion that the broader issue of the impact of IP on development was not directly related to
levels of piracy, and it wanted impact assessments to take into account a broader view. It
believed that this was an issue tovdith the economic impact of IP law in general in

countries that did not generate large amounts of IP, and that this was intellectually a broader
issue than just measuring piracy across different countries. The Delegation strongly opposed
this approach anfibr future documents it wanted the Secretariat to improve the references to
the development issue, because it believed that the approach did not conform with what
developing countries, who had proposed the development agenda, understood the relationship
between IP and development to be. The Delegation also wanted its position to be duly
reflected in the final report of the Assemblies, because the adoption of the document A/42/2
by Brazil did not mean that it was in full agreement with the contents dbitwnent or the
approaches which had been taken and the way in which development issues were reflected
within. In addition, the Delegation announced that Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Cuba,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Iran (Islamic Republic of) yéeReru, Sierra Leone,
South Africa, United Republic of Tanzania and Venezuela, were not in a position to approve
paragraph 70 of document A/42/2.
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149. The Delegation of Ukraine, on the same subject, wished to make some additional
comments to itgeneral statement. While it in general supported the work of the
Organization, it requested a very transparent review and analysis of the way in which
budgetary resources were allocated among main programs, in particular, those aimed at
developing natioal IP systems in countries in various regional groups. The Delegation
believed that it was important to reflect the trend in the allocation of budgetary resources over
the past ten years, including a reflection of the way in which the staff of the Ditasio
Cooperation with Certain Countries in Eastern Europe, Central Asia and the Caucasus had
developed. The Delegation also had some concerns about the principle of equitable
geographical representation of Member States among WIPO staff, and it requeatedysis

of the situation and that consideration be given to change it, to give greater administrative
flexibility to the Organization.

150. The Delegation of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines noted that the Commerce and
Intellectual Property @ice of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines was just over two years old,
and in a sense, the country was in the embryonic stages of its development of an intellectual
property system. The Delegation observed that while the country had made remarkable
progress, its obligations continued, given the dynamic nature of intellectual property and the
peculiar challenges which confront small island developing states. Since the meeting of the
WIPO Assemblies in 2005, the country had continued agoomg legislativeprocess which

had seen the passage of legislation concerning the Layout Designs of Integrated Circuits and
Industrial Designs. A new Plant Varieties Bill was currently under review, and planning for
the establishment of a Collective Society was well umagg). The Commissioner of Police

of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines had given assurances that all matters pertaining to the
enforcement of intellectual property rights had been assigned to the Major Crime Unit of the
Royal Saint Vincent and the GrenaglinPolice Force. The Delegation emphasized that in the
immediate future, the Commerce and Intellectual Property Office of Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines looked forward to strengthening its internal human and technological capacities,
and to implementingnd successfully executing its first comprehensive and strategic
workplan of outreach activities designed to address every sector of society. Also, the IP
Office intended to enhance its cooperation with other Ministries and Departments of the
Governmenbdf Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and also with Non Governmental
Organizations, Civil Society groups and students, with the objective of merging intellectual
property rights into the macro economic, social and cultural landscape of the country. The
Delegation expressed its gratitude to the Organization for the varied assistance which it
continued to render to the State of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, congratulated the
Director General for his vision and leadership, and recognized the commitmeine 3

work of the Organization in every field of intellectual property. In concluding, the Delegation
embraced the vision of WIPO and expressed that it was inspired by the commitment to
cultivate a system of intellectual property rights which mighiged to attain economic

growth and development, and equally to improve the standard and quality of human life.

151. The Delegation of Brazil, on the subject of document A/42/3, noted that most of its
comments made on the document A/42/2, appbatie document A/42/3 as well, and it

recalled the comments that it had previously made regarding the initiatives taken by the
Secretariat on impact assessments. The Delegation emphasized the need to involve Member
States in the ongoing discussions witthie Organization on the issue of impact assessments
and also to involve Member States in the discussions that the Secretariat was having with
other Organizations on these issues, such as, the UNDP, the World Bank and OECD. The
Delegation underscored theige importance of this issue and stressed that it would be to the
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benefit of everybody if broader discussions were held and if Member States were engaged
early on in the process, while the issue was still in the stages of formulation of ideas and
brainsbrming, so that Member States were not only made aware of the results at the end. The
Delegation stressed that this would constitute a better working procedure and a better
partnership between Member States and the Secretariat. It also stressed ttziazihileok

note of the contents of the document A/42/3, it did not mean that Brazil was fully in

agreement with the perspectives on development contained in that document.

152. The Director General, responding to the statements made by Brazilkaaine, stated

that on the structure of the documentation prepared for the General Assembly, the Secretariat
was open to any comments, suggestions, improvements or criticisms. He assured Member
States that all statements made by various Delegatipresenting governments,
inter-governmental organizations or NGOs, would be duly reflected in the report of the
session, including the statements made by Brazil and Ukraine, and therefore, with this
understanding and the comments made, he invited Memdites$o proceed with the

adoption of the report.

153. The Assemblies of the Memb8tates of WIPO, each as far as it is concerned,
approved the contents of document A/42/2, and noted the information contained in
documents A/42/3, A/42/12 and asnex, and A/42/13.

ITEM 5 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGENDA:

REPORT ON THE OUTCOME OF THE DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE FOR THE
ADOPTION OF A REVISED TRADEMARK LAW TREATY (TLT)

154. See the report of the session of the General Assembly (docuh@@A/33/10).

ITEM 6 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGENDA:
PROGRAM AND BUDGET COMMITTEE AND RELATED ISSUES
155. Discussions were based on documents A/42/9, A/4aiti0A/42/11.

156. Following a point of order by the Delegation of Switzerland, speakingebalf of

GroupB, supported by the Delegation of Croatia, speaking on behalf of the Regional Group

of Central European and Baltic States, it was decided that all governance and oversight related
documents should be dealt with under this item of theddimlaged agenda. Therefore,

document A/42/8 (“Report on Internal Oversight”), which originally appeared unded itém

the consolidated agenda, was also considered under this item.

157. In introducing document A/42/9, the Secretariat statecdtiieaé had been four sessions
of the Program and Budget Committee (PBC) since the 2005 session of the Assemblies, of
which two formal and two informal. Through document A/42/9, the Assembly was now
invited to approve the recommendations of the ninth sesdithe PBC (as reproduced in
Annexl, paragrapl 02 of document A/42/9), and of the tenth session of the PBC (as
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reproduced in AnneN, paragrap5 of the same document). The recommendation adopted
by the PBC at its ninth session, in January 2006¢cemed budgetary flexibility. It was that
pending the revision of WIPQO'’s Financial Regulations, transfers from one program to another
should be limited for each given biennial period to five per cent of the amount corresponding
to the biennial appropri@n of the receiving program or to one per cent of the total budget
whichever was higher on the understanding however that this interpretation of Financial
Regulatior4.1 would not be applied before the conclusion of the current biennium and after
the desko-desk exercise and also that it would not prejudice the decision of the 2005
Assemblies on budget adjustments. The PBC had also recommended that a draft
comprehensive revision of the WIPO Financial Rules and Regulations be submitted to the
April 2007 sssion of the Program and Budget Committee for consideration. The Secretariat
clarified that when this decision had been adopted, the discussion on the new mechanism had
not been finalized. Therefore the words “April 2007” appearing in document A/42/9,

Annexl, paragraph02(ii) should be considered to mean “in the first semester of 2007".

158. The second decision the Assemblies were invited to make concerned a new mechanism
to further involve Member States in the preparation and follow up girtggam and budget

of the Organization. This new mechanism was illustrated in the tables contained inllAnnex
and AnnexV of document A/42/9. The areas shaded in gray in the tables represented the
new features of the proposed mechanism compare@vwwps practice. The new features
reflected the five main areas of concern that had been evidenced in the process of
consultations with Member States. These were tdurfler engage Member States in the
preparatory phase of the elaboration of thdtgnagram and budget of the Organization;

(ii) create stronger linkages between the appraisal of performance of the past biennium and
planning for the future; (iiignable an explicit review and approval of the revised budget for
the current biennium; (ivhtegrate in the mechanism the Audit Committee (which had been
established by the WIPO Assemblies in 2005) and the reports to be produced by the Internal
Auditor under the new WIPO Internal Audit Charter; ando@ffer synchronize the review of
thefinancial performance of the Organization (as presented in the biennial accounts) with the
review of its programmatic performance. Annixllustrated the transitional mechanism for

the 20062007 biennium, and Annd¥ the mechanism from 2008 onwardsspectively.

Subject to the approval of the Assemblies, the Secretariat would start implementing the new
mechanism by transmitting to Member States, in October 2006, a circular letter and a
questionnaire inviting inputs in preparation for the draft Rrogand Budget for 2063009.

It would also convene a first informal session of the PBC in December 2006.

159. Document A/42/10 contained a progress report on the measures adopted by the
Secretariat since September 2005 to implement the JIU reendations. Concerning

JIU Recommendatiofi, the Secretariat had interacted extensively with the Audit Committee
on the definition of the specifications of the désidesk review project, and an international
tender based on the agreed specificationdkad launched in July 2006. The closing date
for this tender procedure was Septentier Several offers had been received within the
deadline. It was anticipated that a contract would be signed with the selected firm by
mid-November in order to statié exercise immediately after. The selected firm would be
required to present a final report on this exercise at the latest by June 2007 in order for the
Secretariat to be able to transmit the report, with its observations, to the 2007 WIPO
Assemblies. Bgarding human resources, one of the recommendations of the JIU was that
WIPO should develop a comprehensive HR strategy. The Secretariat had elaborated a
preliminary draft of such strategy, as shown in AnWeof document A/42/10. This

preliminary draftwould be finalized upon conclusion of the déskdesk exercise. Also, a
number of HR policies had been adopted in follow up to the JIU recommendations, including



Al42/14
pagell7

the abolition of the possibility of direct recruitment. With regard to the strengthehing o

internal oversight, a number of actions had been taken. In particular, a new D.1 post had been
allocated to recruit, through an international competition, an Internal Auditor with the
gualifications required by the WIPO Internal Audit Charter. Theetuiisession of the

Coordination Committee was being invited to approve the name of the proposed candidate to
take up the D.1 post of Internal Auditor of WIPO immediately after the Assembilies.

A further two new posts were under competition in the Intekndit and Oversight Division

(IAOD).

160. Three JIU recommendations related specifically to the PCT. Firstly, the JIU had
recommended that WIPO carry out a study of the unit cost of processing a PCT application.
That study had now been completad the results were presented in document A/42/10. In
summary, the estimated unit cost, in 2006, for processing a PCT application wasiS886
francs. In paragraphs that cost was broken down into a direct unit cost of3#i8s francs

or 61.6per ceat of the total cost and an indirect cost of 3M@ss francs. As shown in the
document, the unit cost had gone down from 1 94iss francs in 2004 to 9Bwiss francs

in 2005 and to 886wiss francs in 2006. This was mainly the result of thenggnesring of

the processes within the PCT and of the successful deployment of information technology to
provide an electronic dossier for the administering of PCT applications.

161. The second JIU recommendation dealing with the PCT was Recommeridation

contained two subecommendations. The first one was that WIPO should consider direct
payment by applicants in Swiss francs of PCT fees that were due to the International
Bureau(IB) of WIPO. As it had already indicated in 2005, the Secretagilgg\red that there

were considerable difficulties with this recommendation and it wished to repeat its
reservations with regard thereto. Firstly, because some countries did not have access to hard
currency, and this would constitute a considerable olestactheir applicants in the use of

the PCT. Secondly, because in the view of the Secretariat this would involve additional rather
than less administration both for applicants and for the offices, since under such system an
applicant would be required fite the application with a receiving office, and then to

separately send the payment for that application to WIPO. WIPO and the receiving offices
would have to then match up payments with applications. The secomnecsubmendation
concerned fees andicency exposure. The Secretariat recalled that the PCT had a system
whereby the PCT fee in Swiss francs was set to an equivalent amount in the relevant local
currency. This system provided that if there was a variation in the exchange rate between the
local currency and the Swiss franc of more or less thampéweent per month then an

adjustment would be made to the equivalent amount at the local level. The Secretariat
estimated that this exposed WIPO to a currency loss or gainmiilidh Swiss fancs per

year. The view of the Secretariat was also that it would be possible to reduce that currency
exposure by, for example, applying a system whereby there would be an adjustment of the
equivalent amount if there were a currency variation of moresgrthan 2.per cent. In its
estimate, this would halve WIPQO'’s currency exposure to five million Swiss francs. The
Secretariat therefore suggested that this matter be taken up in the context of the preparation of
the next program and budget. The Sexrat additionally wished to look at the structure of

PCT fees because of the current heavy dependence ondhllesbpage fee payable for any

page of an application over pages, and the increasing redundancy of this measure in the
context of electromi filing. Further information on this issue was available in document
Al42/10.

162. Finally, the JIU had recommended that WIPO implement a facility for credit card
payment of PCT fees. This had now been done and was operational. The Seaisteatht
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to note that this applied only to the operations of the International Bureau as a Receiving
Office, since otherwise fees were paid to national offices. Consequently, its impact was
relatively small.

163. In introducing document A/42/11,dlSecretariat recalled that it provided a progress

report on the measures adopted by the Secretariat since the 2005 session of the Assemblies to
strengthen its managerial processes. As outlined in the document, these measures included
budgetary and contrpolicies and procedures, HR policies and procedures, procurement
policies and procedures, and initiatives aimed at strengthening the internal oversight function.
The document also provided information on the servicing of the WIPO Audit Committee by
theWIPO Secretariat and on revised policies on the management of special projects,

including the new construction.

164. Finally, the Secretariat recalled that in July 2006 it had transmitted to all Member States
the Financial Management Report foe 20042005 biennium. According to the new
mechanism, this Report would be examined by the Program and Budget Committee at its first
formal meeting in 2007. As shown in the said Report, the initial budget for the2P064

biennium had envisaged a defficf 50million Swiss francs. This deficit had been reduced to
14.5million Swiss francs in the Revised Budget for 2@D05. The actual result for the
20042005 biennium had been, however, a surplus of mill®n Swiss francs.

165. The Delegton of Croatia, speaking on behalf of the Group of Central European and
Baltic States, thanked the Secretariat for its efforts in compiling an exhaustive set of
documents addressing WIPQO’s housekeeping policies. These documents revealed that the
past yeahad involved a lot of hard work on the part of the WIPO Secretariat directed at
achieving better financial discipline and at strengthening control and management. More
transparency, discipline and efficiency had been brought in WIPO’s work. As shown in
document A/42/11, improvements had been made in respect of budgetary practices, human
resources policies and procedures and procurement rules and procedures. The Group was
interested to receive more information on the methodology for budgeting perandnmedn
personnel costs as well as on the comprehensive human resources strategy mentioned in
document A/42/11. The Group welcomed the HR strategy set out in Ahakgdocument

A/42/10, and supported the organization of the deskesk project as illusdted in Annexl|

of the same document. The outcome of the exercise would be very important for future
decisions in the area of human resources and would have implications for the future program
and budget of the Organization. The selection of the eadtBrm was the most significant

step towards a successful outcome of the project. The Group appreciated the work done by
the Secretariat to follow up the JIU recommendations as reflected in document A/42/10. It
believed that this work should be furtleaborated, especially with regard to the

JIU recommendation concerning a possible new mechanism for setting equivalent amounts in
the different currencies of payment and to make adjustment for the PCT fee schedule in order
to reduce reliance on the page fas a source of income. It also noted the Report on Internal
Audit and drew attention to the issue of the lack of resources of the IAOD. This might have a
significant impact on its performance. The Group welcomed the results of the audit of the
WIPO pension fund and the consequent improvement in the use of electronic means for
calculating entitlements. It was also keenly interested in the WIPO evaluation policy because
it believed that it would enhance standards and transparency in the work ofitbesaurdi

should therefore bring added value to WIPO'’s reshdtsed management. It welcomed the
establishment of the WIPO Audit Committee which had already proved its utility by

providing Member States with timely recommendations and analysis in re$pleet

deskto-desk review project and the new construction project. Regarding the latter, the Group
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wished to note with satisfaction the preparation work carried out so far. It was aware that
certain adjustments in the following program and budgetavbelneeded to reflect the delay

in the start of the process. The Group believed that the project was being prepared in a
transparent and efficient manner and supported the efforts of the Secretariat and all
stakeholders in that respect. It also supjlottte proposed restimation of the cost of the

project, which in its view, should be carried out by the External Auditor. Finally, it
congratulated the Program and Budget Committee for reaching decisions on transfers among
programs and on a new mechantenfurther involve Member States in the preparation and
follow up of the program and budget. Those decisions would further strengthen budgetary
practices and good governance.

166. The Delegation of Switzerland, speaking on behalf of GBugxpessed its

satisfaction for the work undertaken by the Program and Budget Committee (PBC) in the past
year. The proposed new mechanism to further involve Member States in the preparation and
follow up of the program and budget was in its view a majorfsteyard. GrouB

recommended the adoption of this new mechanism and a review of its implementation at the
next General Assembly. Gro@pthanked the Secretariat for the information it had provided

on the implementation of the recommendations of theadiillooked forward to the JIU’s
confirmation of the effectiveness of the actions taken. GBohad taken note of the updated
information provided by the Secretariat on the elesétesk review project, which remained a
task of high priority and importande terms of WIPO management. In its view, to be

credible the review should also cover top management, focusing on its compositraaugs
operandi, its methods of appointment and any skills gap. GBigoked forward to

engaging with the Secretari@td seeking advice through the Audit Committee as the project
progressed. Group also welcomed the updated information on the comprehensive review of
WIPO human resources policies and practices on which the Secretariat had embarked. The
deskto-desk asessment would be a key source of information and orientation for this review
and for the new HR strategy, which was under elaboration. @maqbed that the Audit
Committee had been established in the current year and had met twice since. It had alread
produced useful advice to the Member States. GBoepcouraged the nine members of the
Audit Committee to continue their work and to actively seek dialogue with Member States.
GroupB acknowledged that the mandate of the Committee needed to be ceietve

improved in the near future and also that the Committee should be adequately resourced and
financed. It also believed that the Audit Committee should be represented at the WIPO
Assemblies. It had taken due note of the comments made by the AatingoDof IAOD in
document A/42/8. A sufficient allocation of resources was essential to enable IAOD to fulfill
its mandate in accordance with the Internal Audit Charter that had been adopted by the
General Assembly in 2005. The provision of the Chanmabling the Director of IAOD to
communicate his yearly report to the General Assembly was highly important, as it ensured
IAOD’s feedback on the effective allocation of the resources of the Organization. Broup
supported the strengthening of IAOD thrbube recruitment of a Director and two officers

and expected their appointment without delay. Once this substantive strengthening had taken
place, an updating of IAOD’s needs assessment would be required. B>asipd that, at the
earliest opportunitythe Audit Committee should review the appropriate charter, structure and
resources needed for effective internal audit and oversight in WIPO. Also, it was committed
to the careful consideration of the adequate resourcing of IAOD. Finally, Grbap

prepared draft decision language relating to documents A/42/8, A/42/9, Al42/10 and A/42/11,
which was ready to share with the Assemblies.

167. The Delegation of the Russian Federation thanked the Secretariat for its preparatory
work in respect of tils item. It hoped that the proposed new mechanism to further involve
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Member States in the preparation of the program and budget would enable to actively involve
Member States in the process, so that the Organization could have a better idea of their
demamls. The new mechanism would give Member States the possibility of receiving better
information on the implementation of the current program and budget and also to take their
views into account when preparing for the following biennium. The Delegatipodad the
proposal of the Program and Budget Committee to revise the Organization’s Financial Rules
and Regulations with regard to budgetary transfer. This revision should provide to the
Secretariat the required flexibility without, at the same time ensalbstantial changes to the
budget. The Delegation welcomed the establishment of the Audit Committee, and the initial
results of its work, and expressed the hope that its work would be directed at increasing the
efficiency and transparency of the managatrof the Organization. It was concerned with

the timelines of the new construction project, but supported the efforts of the Secretariat to
improve its management. It hoped that the necessary preliminary measures had now been
completed and that the peat could now start. Finally, it welcomed the Secretariat’s efforts

to strengthen the Internal Audit and Oversight Division.

168. The Delegation of Finland, speaking on behalf of the European Community (EC), its
twenty-five Member States and tlaeceding states of Bulgaria and Romania, welcomed the
Organization’s efforts to enhance transparency and the involvement of Member States in the
preparation of the program and budget. WIPO needed greater transparency of processes and
stronger governande be run efficiently. In this respect, the EC and its Member States had
strongly supported the establishment of the WIPO Audit Committee. They now welcomed its
establishment and wished to emphasize that to continue its oversight work, it should be
provided with adequate resources. While it was necessary to avoid duplication of work
between IAOD and other oversight bodies, it was also necessary to ensure compliance with
the decisions of the General Assembly. The EC and its Member States supportedatie hu
resource strategy presented by the Secretariat and théoelbsgk review project and wished

to reiterate the need for clearly defined responsibilities and authorities for all staff, as well as
for performance assessment and performdainisen careedevelopment. The dedk-desk

review project should also cover the top management of the Organization and focus on its
compositionmodus operandi and methods of appointment, as well as on any skills gap. The
process of future appointments should bedahkith the outcome of the review and Member
States should be given the opportunity to endorse the selection of the external firm and to
review the terms of reference of the review. Also, the Audit Committee should monitor the
review and give advice, alsi$ progressed. The EC and its Member States had taken note of
the report provided by the Secretariat on progress made in the implementation of the
recommendations of the JIU and looked forward to receiving the JIU’s confirmation of the
effectiveness ofte actions taken. Good governance was important for the efficient running
of all international organizations including WIPO. It would have positive implications on the
credibility and good reputation of the Organization and on staff morale. The EGand i
Member States would welcome the views of the Secretariat on reports concerning the medical
arrangements of the Organization. Good governance was not a matter for the WIPO
Secretariat alone: it was also necessary to develop a process through wiaspdhsibility

of Member States toward effective governance could be realized: the PBC, the Audit
Committee and the General Assembly had a crucial role to play in this respect.

169. The Delegation of the United States of America believed thatéps taken by the
Secretariat to improve management and control and to give Member States access to program
and budget information were very helpful. Given the level of scrutiny that international
organizations were receiving in many capitals, transpgrand accountability were essential

to maintaining support for the important mission and work of WIPO. Procurement was, in
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particular, an area where controversy had had an impact on the reputation and standing of
international organizations; the stepsrprove procurement controls at WIPO were
therefore most welcome. Adequate provision for the cost ofsdteice financial obligations
towards staff was also an area where many organizations were making changes in their
accounting methods. Taking #eeobligations into account would have budgetary
implications: budgetary restraint, and resulting tradeoffs, were therefore essential. The
improved flow of program and budget information to the Member States, the Audit and
Program and Budget Committeeaswan important step in the direction of promoting
transparency and accountability. The Secretariat and WIPO’s Member States should continue
to work together to ensure the continued timely sharing of important information related to
the Organization’s acenplishment of its mission and objectives. The Delegation welcomed
the active analyses and inputs provided by the Audit Committee and the Internal Audit and
Oversight Division toward that end. The work of these two bodies was vital and WIPO
should ensuréhat they received adequate resources to carry out their responsibilities. The
successful operation of these two bodies was essential to WIPO'’s effective functioning and
good reputation. The Delegation also welcomed the draft human resource strategy, an
looked forward to its full elaboration and to receiving updates on its further development, in
particular with regard to the further development of a system of ongoing performance
appraisal and the institution of a general code of ethics for all staff.

170. The Delegation of Japan stated that it supported the statement of &; raxgh the move

to strengthen WIPO'’s governance for seeking transparency, efficiency and enhancing
involvement by Member States in the preparation of the program andtbddwgeproposed

new mechanism was an indispensable means of forging trust in the Organization and a
prerequisite to achieving its important mission. In respect of JIU Recommeniatien
Delegation stated that PCT fees comprised two parts: the imbeadiling fee, payable to

the International Bureau, and the transfer fee and international search fee, payable to the
Receiving Office. The payment of fees was one of thegairements to establish an
international filing date. For this reasonypey fees directly to the IB, bypassing the

Receiving Office, may create a confusing situation, for the IB, the receiving office and the
users themselves. The Delegation wished also to point out that if the PCT fee schedule were
to vary more often (due fowering of the current fivper cent standard to 2per cent), the
receiving offices would be required to revise their regulations and payment system more
frequently, which could be burdensome. In a similar way, if the current period of three month
were to be lowered to one month, users may be confused due to reduced time for public
notification. In conclusion, the Delegation of Japan hoped that the practical concerns it had
expressed in respect of the possible effects of JIU RecommenBatimuld bereflected in

future decisions in this area.

171. The Delegation of China thanked the Secretariat for its efforts to improve efficiency and
transparency in particular through the establishment of the Audit Committee. With regard to
human resourseand, in particular, the desd-desk review project, the Delegation reiterated

the importance it attached to translation into the Chinese language. Chinese was one of the
six official working languages of the United Nations. There were more thdmllioA
Chinesespeakers in the world. The Delegation regretted that translation into Chinese in the
Organization had not received due consideration and was surprised to learn that there was
only one fixedterm translator in the Language Service of WIP®e Delegation therefore
expressed the hope that the desk to desk project would consider the requirements of the
Languages Service of the Organization.
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172. The Delegation of the United Kingdom stated that it strongly supported the statements
madeby GroupB and the EC. In reference to paragraglof document A/42/8, it noted the
regrettable impact of the lack of resources in the IAOD and asked when the results of the two
investigations mentioned in the document would be made known to Member Stdterhat

the subjects of those investigations were. Paragt@puii the same document had made clear
that it was necessary to develop a culture of accountability. This would requitienesal
interaction between the Secretariat, its Member Statesantuidit Committee. The

Delegation also looked forward to receiving a report on the steps taken in accordance with
paragrapht5 of document A/42/8, which addressed improvements in the resisiksl

budgetary framework, enhancement of program monitoridglaenhanced use of both

sel+ and independent evaluation to assess the outcome and impact of WIPO activities. In
relation to document A/42/13, which indicated the impact of the delay in the implementation
of the new construction process on the budfyetthe years 2008 to 2010, the Delegation

looked forward to receiving more information as this was an important component in Member
States’ deliberations on future activities of the Organization.

173. The Delegation of France stated that it sarpgd the statements made by the European
Union and Group B, and that it had taken good note of the numerous documents examined
under the current agenda item, for which it thanked the Secretariat. The Delegation stressed
the interest to be derived frometidea of taking stock and possibly reviewing, in two years’
time, the new mechanism for budget preparation and falijpw the light of its

implementation. The Delegation also thanked the Secretariat for the preliminary draft of
WIPO’s Human Resourcer@tegy in Annex V of document A/42/10. It constituted an initial
important step towards the optimized development and management of this essential human
resource capital. Human resources should be integrated into the global strategy of the
Organizationm order for the human resource structure to be aligned with the Organization’s
programs and program objectives. The Delegation encouraged the Organization to continue
along that route pointing out that, in addition to the numerous tracks presented in the
document, the human resource strategy should henceforth be structured according to the
Organization’s goals, means of implementation, and anticipated results. A certain number of
clarifications were to be made concerning in particular the definitionrefrranetary awards,

the integration of objective elements and figures which would be rendered more precise by
the forthcoming desko-desk review, and clearer indications regarding the prospects of a
possible recourse to outsourcing, an issue on which ¢hegBtion stated that a certain degree

of caution was to be shown.

174. The Delegation of Brazil expressed its support for the initiatives described in documents
A/42/9, /10 and /11, which strove to improve the quality of the use of resources WithO

and enhance the participation of Member States in oversight activities and in the preparation
and follow up of the program and budget of the Organization. The Delegation had been
actively engaged in discussions on the new proposed mechanisithés favolve Member

States in the preparation and follow up of the program and budget and supported the outcome
that had been achieved at the PBC. The mechanism was an improvement on previous
procedures and Member States would now have additional oppiegun express their

views regarding the elaboration of future programs and budgets. In the course of the PBC
meetings, the Delegation of Brazil had also had the opportunity to address the issue of the
Audit Committee. In its view, the Audit Committaad the Internal Audit Charter were

positive developments: however, the specific mandate of the Audit Committee should be
maintained separate from the one of the PBC, and the Audit Committee should not become a
substitute for decisions by Member StatethatPBC on the program and budget of
Organization. The Audit Committee was not a body that represented Member States. Audit
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Committee members were elected on the basis of their personal capacities while the PBC was
a WIPO body that was representativele whole membership. Therefore, although it did

have a role to play in what regards auditing, the Audit Committee could not take on functions
that were, by nature, part of the PBC’s responsibility. The Delegation stated that it supported
the evolutionof the Audit Committee in accordance with what was already contained in its
terms of reference and was against the extrapolation of that particular mandate.

175. The Delegation of Brazil referred also to paragrégthand22 of document A/42/8 on
initiatives on the evaluation of development cooperation activities in the Economic
Development Sector of the International Bureau, and in particular on a workshop on
evaluation and impact analysis that had taken place in March in Geneva, with thegenicip

of evaluation experts from the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the Swiss
Agency for Development and Corporation, the World Bank, and Bradford University in the
United Kingdom. The Delegation noted that the aim of the workshop seernadetbeen to

gain insight into best practices in international development evaluation and to receive input on
draft evaluation guidelines. Paragr&thmentioned that, as a result of this workshop, there
was need to further involve Member States in thaitbdng and evaluation processes to be
undertaken by the Organization. The Delegation of Brazil strongly suggested that Member
States should be involved up front and not after the fact. It requested further clarification of
the objectives of the meetiragnd information as to what had actually been discussed, during
this workshop, perhaps in a document form. The Delegation identified references to this same
workshop in other documents, for example, in document A/42/3, paratt&pkwhich stated

that, “As part of a process to set up an effective andef@istent evaluation mechanism for
development cooperation activities within WIPO, a workshop on Evaluation and Impact
Analysis took place (Geneva, March) with the participation of international evaluatio

experts. The objectives of the meeting were to gain an insight into best practices in the field
of development evaluation, and to receive input on draft development cooperation evaluation
forms and guidelines. At the meeting, the invited experts stidhe need to create an
appropriate monitoring and evaluation framework and system at WIPO in line with other
international organizations, through: the adoption and effective implementation of a WIPO
Evaluation Policy; promoting an organizatismde evduation culture; involving Member

States in monitoring and evaluation processes; and, evaluation capacity training of WIPO
staff and partners (i.e. Member States).” As this was one of the very important elements of
the Development Agenda proposed forR@I- that WIPO enhance its capacity for

assessment and impact evaluation studike Delegation was of the view that this issue

should not be developed further only by the Secretariat, but that Member States should be
involved. The Delegation also reffed to paragrap#4 of document A/42/8, under the

chapter entitled “Challenges” and the shdading entitled “Evaluation”, which states: “The

main challenge regarding evaluation in the immediate future will be the finalization of the
WIPO Evaluation Polig for approval by Member States in 2007.” The Delegation was of the
view that Members States should already be involved in this process in 2006. If WIPO was a
memberdriven Organization, Member States should be taking part in discussions on such
importart issues as from the present and not be faced with having to decide on this important
issue only in 2007, after the whole exercise had arrived at a conclusion within the Secretariat
in its contacts with other entities, experts, or organizations, but toMember States. The
Delegation strongly suggested that further documentation and information should be provided
on all of these new evaluation initiatives because of their relevance to the Development
Agenda. Also development evaluation should notrbgdd to cooperation activities: if

WIPO was going to make the effort to enhance its capacity to evaluate, it should do so in all
of its fields of activity and not only in the field of technical assistance. The Delegation
favored seeing that the samedkiof exercise include evaluation analysis of the impact of
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normative activities, the treatirgaking activities of this Organization, as this was a very
important to the Development Agenda.

176. The Delegation of India conveyed its support ofri@mmendations adopted in the

ninth and tenth sessions of the PBC. It noted that multilateral negotiations like the ones being
held at WIPO on a wide range of issues related to intellectual property provided valuable
insight into the thinking processeEMember States, their leaders and their societies at large
and provided an extremely important input for arriving at mutually acceptable arrangements.
Simultaneously, there was the expectation that some progress be made in every round of
discussions. Mmber States, both singularly and collectively, should therefore take stock of
the progress made before and after every such meetings and devise a road map to take the
process further. Otherwise there was a danger that important issues within the domain o
WIPO’s work would be deliberated bilaterally or negotiated in other fora, particularly those
dealing with trade and commerce. The Delegation was eager to move forward with respect to
the harmonization of intellectual property laws, a subject matt@éeeddbtanding Committee of
Patents (SCP), but was concerned about the lack of movement with respect to the evolution of
the Development Agenda. WIPO had been mandated by the millennium development goals
to effect development with equity and rapid amelioratf poverty around the world. The
Delegation of India stated that building a Development Agenda for WIPO was a first concrete
step towards the achievement of the twin objectives of effecting development with equity and
rapid amelioration of poverty arnd the world. It emphasized the importance of not losing

sight of this goal, besides valuable time, which would later make things more difficult to
resolve. The Delegation further assured the Chairman that it was willing to adopt an approach
which is boh flexible and realistic and one that would help achieve the goals before the
Assembly, rather than only state positions which were by now fairly well known. The
Delegation of India would support a move to give another opportunity to working out the
specfics of a Development Agenda but hoped that this would be accomplished in a
time-bound manner with clearly spelt out and agreed expected results. The Delegation
emphasized that in spite of several meetings of the delegations concerned during the past yea
to discuss issues of harmonization, negtting, prioritizing issues for inclusion in a possible
Development Agenda, working out the broad contours of a treaty on broadcasting, evolving a
consensus on protection of traditional knowledge, related gerestiarces, and traditional
expressions, the progress made in all these deliberations had been somewhat below
expectations, and a number of issues remained unresolved. The Delegation believed this was
an indication of the need for a more proactive roleeglayed by the International Bureau

prior to formal meetings on each of these subjects, particularly, issues falling within the scope
of the Standing Committee on Patents (SCP). The Delegation expressed its belief that the
International Bureau coulda} a very useful role in allaying the misgivings and

apprehensions of developing countries and in breaking the impasse of the SCP. The
Delegation placed on record its appreciation of the technical assistance being provided by
WIPO under its various progres and to Member States, and stated that it would support any
move to augment resources earmarked for this work. Its Government had benefited from such
assistance during the year through a series of seminars and expert missions and looked
forward to contiued engagement with WIPO in further modernizing and strengthening its

IPR regime. In particular, the Delegation appreciated the help being received by its
Government in setting up an intellectual property management institute which, once
developed, coulderve as a WIP@ecognized international center for IPR education. The
Delegation reposed full faith and trust in the leadership of the Chairman to steer the
deliberations of the General Assembly and help evolve consensus on a number of crucial
pending ssues. The Delegation concluded by endorsing the statements made by the Asian
Group and urged the General Assembly to consider all of them in a felvedidg spirit.
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177. The Delegation of Nigeria, speaking on behalf of the African Group, welddhe

timely submission of relevant documents by the Secretariat on this item. The African Group
reiterated its view that in any entity or organization charged with a modicum of responsibility,
especially if it entails the administration of resourcegrsight measures were mandatory and
needed to be scrupulously observed. In this regard, the African Group noted with pleasure
that a number of measures had been put in place by the Secretariat to enhance efficiency and
transparency and to ensure the @mthment of best practice in the Organization. To this end,

it welcomed the establishment of the WIPO Audit Committee whose membership included
two African states, Nigeria and Togo. The African Group had demonstrated its conviction
about implementing ovsight measures in this Organization through active participation in all
the processes, notably, in drawing up the WIPO Internal Audit Charter, the establishment of
the Audit Committee, the enhancement of Member States’ participation or involvement in the
preparation and follow up of the program and budget, the establishment of new parameters for
the WIPO headquarters building project, and other budgetary and administrative matters. On
human resource and staffing policies, the African Group reiteratezimisrk regarding the
deskto-desk review. The Delegation emphasized that apart from oversight mechanisms, the
Program and Budget Committee was responsible for proposing the allocation of resources for
development programs. In this regard, the Africanuneas strongly of the view that

matters relating to Progra@®, as contained in document A/42/3, pertaining to developing

and least developed countries, needed to be intensified, with more resources allocated to assist
Member States as well as regionajamizations to meet their individual and collective
responsibilities. Finally, the African Group commended the Director General and the entire
staff of the Organization for imbibing the culture of oversight and actually mainstreaming
recommendations appred by Member States in the Organization.

178. The Delegation of El Salvador stated that the new mechanism to further involve

Member States in the preparation and folapvof the Program and Budget was highly

positive. The Delegation also statbet it was an innovative mechanism and would improve
Program and Budget preparation, strengthening links with lessons learned from the evaluation
of previous program performance, and that for those reasons the Delegation endorsed it.

179. The Ddegation of Kenya stated that it supported the position of the African Group, as
well as the recommendations adopted by the ninth and tenth sessions of the Program and
Budget Committee, in particular, that modalities for budgetary transfers should bedaapt

the specific needs of WIPO. It also welcomed the new mechanism to further involve Member
States in the preparation and follow up of program and budget and the greater transparency in
issues of ethics and governance, and human resources management.

180. In reply to the questions raised from the floor, the Secretariat confirmed that it had
developed a revised methodology for costing personnel resources in WIPO’s budget. The
methodology had been presented at the meeting of thieiiiéxice and Bdget Network that

had been held in August 2006 in Vienna, where it had been very well received. The objective
of the methodology was to further improve the accuracy of budgeting for personnel costs,
moving away from a standard cobfised to an actual sebased approach. A prototype was
currently under development. With reference to the new construction project, the Secretariat
explained that any variation in the amount allocated to Progfaim the Program and Budget

for 20062007 would be duly redicted in the revised budget for 262807. Some of the cost

that had been budgeted in this biennium would not be incurred inZ06due to the

delayed start of the project as compared to the plan at the time of preparing the program and
budget. Thisoncerned in particular the cost of the interest on the bank loan to finance the
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construction (this cost was likely to be incurred only as of the next biennium) and the cost of
the external management firm that the Secretariat was now in the processtofgsele

Referring to the comments made by the Acting Director of the Internal Audit and Oversight
Division in his report (as reproduced in Annex to document A/42/8), the Secretariat wished to
draw the attention of the Assemblies to the fact that the epeshbudget of IAOD in

20062007 was 3®er cent higher than it was in 20@005. Also, it wished to stress that the
demands submitted by the Acting Director of IAOD to the Controller for operational
resources in 2008007 had been integrally reflectedthe draft Program and Budget for
20062007, which the Member States had adopted. Furthermore, concerning personnel
resources, at present six posts were budgeted under Pragamernal Oversight), this was

one more post than in the initial budg@&his increase from five to six posts would be

reflected in the revised budget for 26B@807. Finally, the Secretariat wished to reassure the
Delegation of China on the fact that WIPO had many ways of addressing the need to translate
documents into Chinesef which the employment of fixed term translators was one of many
alternatives. Furthermore, the Secretariat was conditioned by an imperative of cost
effectiveness. The Program and Budget for 2P0/ contained an efficiengain target to

lower the &erage cost per page of translation. In order to meet this target, the Secretariat
operated not only through fixddrm translators, but also through temporary translators and
other forms of contractual arrangements. The Secretariat stood ready te olidbes

Program and Budget Committee possible ways to strengthen translation services at WIPO and
their budgetary implications.

181. With respect to the timetable for the new construction project, the Secretariat explained
that the delay had twmain causes, firstly the intention of the Program and Budget

Committee that the entire project organization plan be submitted to the Audit Committee.
The recommendations of the Audit Committee had been very useful in providing
clarifications and in imprang the entire project organization structure, and the Secretariat
was pleased to mention it in the presence of the Audit Committee Chair who was present at
the current session of the Assemblies. The delay was also due to the fact that a more
extensive rte had been entrusted to the company which would direct the project on behalf of
WIPO. The call for tender to find that company had been launched and the Selection Board
consisting of representatives from Member States would meet on October 25 toggrant th
contract to a specialized company which, from that time on, would take the project in hand
and in particular would prepare, together with the Secretariat, the call for tender procedure for
the general contractor. Concerning the WIPO Medical Servic&dbeetariat recalled that

the 19981999 Program and Budget, approved by the Assemblies of the Member States of
WIPO, had provided for the creation of a medical unit in WIPO as in most other specialized
agencies of the United Nations. The role of thatiserwas to take action in all medical
emergencies, to provide medical monitoring of all staff members who so wished in respect of
internal and family medicine, to introduce a prevention policy at various levels, providing
advice to staff going on missiomedical travel kits, vaccinations, etc., and to provide, as
required, medical care for delegates participating in meetings organized at WIPO.

182. The Acting Director of IAOD, in response to the questions concerning parabayh

the report othe Internal Auditor, document A/42/8, referring to ongoing and completed
investigations, stated that the process of investigations does not end with the conclusion of an
investigation but it may also include situations that could potentially lead to laenu
consequences, including disciplinary measures. This was the case for the investigations
referred to, and as such they had to be kept confidential until the full process had been
completed. It was however confirmed that once these processes hambbmgxeted the

information would be made available. With reference to evaluation activities and the
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improvement of the evaluation framework at WIPO, referred to in paragraph 45, the Acting
Director stated that further improvements were necessary sgrelieated in paragraph 40,

this was a learning process within WIPO. The Secretariat looked forward to improving the
gualitative or quantitative performance indicators and to include information on targets and
baselines in the evaluation framework of gfregram and budget that would be prepared in
future. On the question concerning the involvement of Member States in the enhancement of
the evaluation framework and, in particular, in the evaluation workshop which had been held
at WIPO, he stated that shivorkshop was primarily intended to enable colleagues within the
Organization to better understand the experience from other Organizations and from experts
on how to address evaluation in general and with reference to the development cooperation
sector inparticular. It had proven to be a very useful experience for WIPO and was expected
to evolve into a series of initiatives including the development of a WIPO evaluation policy
which, upon completion of the internal process of examination and reviewd weul

submitted to the Member States for their views, their inputs and comments and finally, their
approval.

183. The meeting proceeded to consider the draft language proposed by the Delegation of
Switzerland, on behalf of Grouw in respect of @m6. The Delegation of Brazil, supported

by the Delegations of China, Honduras and Iran, expressed its concern over certain elements
of the proposed draft language, particularly in relation to the suggested role of the Audit
Committee, and reemphasizéx tfact that the Audit Committee was not representative of the
whole membership.

184. Commenting on the draft language proposed by GByupe Delegation of Nigeria

stated that the establishment of the Audit Committee was a response to cerhiprdents

as perceived by Member States, and had been done rather hastily, without a thorough
understanding of the implications of the Committee. The relationship between the Audit
Committee and the External Auditor had not been given due consideraétiamwas also true

for the terms of reference of the Audit Committee and the Internal Audit Charter. It would be
important to ascertain that the contents of the latter two documents were complementary and
not contradictory to each other. In discussimgissue related to the Audit Committee, the
Delegation believed that the issue of substance, and not of form, needed be addressed. The
Audit Committee itself, through its Chairman, had reported that there were certain
requirements that were needed toarde the effectiveness of their work. These included the
inadequate duration of their meetings, which were restricted to three days, and the need for
more resources to be able to effectively undertake their very large mandate. The Delegation
concluded tht the Audit Committee, having been established by Member States, could be
given any mandate that Member States wished the Committee to undertake and that it
therefore had no particular reservations on the proposed expansion the work of the Audit
Committeesuch as giving suggestions or guidelines to Member States on the conduct of the
deskto-desk review and on preparation and follow up of the program and budget.

185. Following these interventions, and at the request of the Chair, the Delegation of
Switzerland held informal consultations with the concerned delegations. Following these
consultations, and having heard the report of the Delegation of Switzerland, the Chair asked
whether the proposal made by Grddips amended after consultations weseatable.

186. The Delegation of Tanzania, stated that it had no problem with the proposal as

negotiated but wished to place on record that over the years, within the international and
United Nations system, the Joint Inspection Unit had beesiadened to be a useless outfit.

This was not the comment of Tanzania, but rather a comment that had been very much pushed
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and advocated by Group The Delegation recalled that, in the seventies and eighties both in
New York and in Geneva, Grolphad ben consistent and persistent in its criticism of the
usefulness of the JIU. The Delegation wished to note the irony, that in so far as WIPO was
concerned, the JIU should be seen as a useful outfit and wished this point to be put on the
record of the meetq.

187. The Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO and the Unions administered by
WIPO, each as far as it is concerned:

(i) approved the recommendations of the ninth session of the Program and
Budget Committee as reproduced in Anhgxaragrap02, of document A/42/9;

(i) approved the recommendations of the tenth session of the Program and
Budget Committee as reproduced in Anhieparagrap25 of document A/42/9, with
the understanding that the Program and Budget Committee would report back to the
General Assembly on the progress and implementation of the new mechanism to further
involve Member States in the preparation and follow up of the program and budget of
the Organization;

(i)  took note of the report of the ninth session of the Program and Budge
Committee as contained in Annegf document A/42/9 (in particular, paragradedl,
209 and219);

(iv) took note of the report of the tenth session of the Program and Budget
Committee as contained in Annihof document A/42/9 (in particular, paragrap®);

(v) took note of the information contained in documents A/42/8 (in particular
paragraplb), A/42/10 and its Annexes, and A/42/11.

188. In addition, the Assemblies of WIPO Member States requested the Secretariat to:

(a) seek the views of the Juilnspection Unit (JIU) on the implementation of
their recommendations as presented in document A/42/10;

(b) engage with Member States and the Audit Committee, as theéaddskk
review and the review of WIPO human resources policies and practicgegses;

(c) convene an opeanded working group of the Program and Budget
Committee with the participation of the Audit Committee and the Director of IAOD, to
review the terms of reference of the Audit Committee and to prepare a proposal on
adequate mourcing, including the possibility of an independent secretariat. This
working group would furthermore assess and review the Internal Audit Charter, the
structure and the resources needed for effective internal audit and oversight in WIPO.
These shoulthe reviewed at the first formal session of the Program and Budget
Committee in 2007;

(d) invite the Audit Committee to be represented at the Assemblies of WIPO
Member States.
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189. The Delegation of the United Kingdom stated that at the enceqdrdvious week it had
informally circulated a draft text proposing two additional steps in setting up thecddekk

review. Both steps were aimed at improving the transparency and credibility for WIPO by
involving Member States at two crucial stagesiecting the contractor to carry out the

review; and in second place reviewing the initial work program of the contractor before
detailed work began. The Delegation further stated that regrettably it had only fully
appreciated the lack of Member Stataeput into this important review late the previous

week. It therefore regretted that it had not been able to raise the issue sooner in order to give
to the Chair and other delegations more time to reflect and discuss. It was the Delegation’s
understanithg that its proposal had failed to achieve consensus and support not because of the
transparency principles it was seeking to uphold, but due to a simple lack of time. The
Delegation’s proposal had sought to follow the precedent in WIPO of a estabistpegial
Committee to oversee selection of a contractor for the new building project, where the issues
raised had, in its judgement, been of such sensitivity to the Member States as to merit the
establishment of an additional mechanism to supplemenistia procurement procedures.

The Delegation therefore continued to seek a credible and comprehensite-desk review

that covered all levels of the Organization and looked forward to the full participation of the
Audit Committee throughout the prosesis well as to a full briefing for Member States at the
informal session of the Program and Budget Committee scheduled for December.
Furthermore, it expressed the hope that the Chair would be able to use his good offices to help
the Member States fulfitheir governance and scrutiny role by considering other
complementary routes for Member States’ inclusion in the-ttedksk review process as it
progressed and developed.

190. The Delegation of Japan stated that it supported the statemenbyntieeDelegation

of the United Kingdom as it also attached importance to governance issues such as
transparency and involvement of Member States. The Delegation appreciated the initiative of
the United Kingdom to raise the awareness of these prindipladdressing them. The
Delegation expected that the ddgekdesk review should be pursued not only in a timely and
productive manner but also in a transparent and credible way.

191. The Delegation of Canada stated that it wished to thank tlreg&tedn of the United
Kingdom for bringing this matter to the attention of the Assembly and supported all efforts
which would increase transparency and effectiveness in the Organization. It too looked
forward to receiving updates on the dégldesk revigv as it progressed and to the
participation of the Member States where appropriate.

192. The Delegation of Italy said that it had listened with very great interest to the statement
made by the United Kingdom and expressed great satisfactiorhaitbtatement. The

Delegation added that it considered the elesttesk review project to be very important and

that it was certain that the position of the United Kingdom clearly added to the positive
cooperation already existing between the Secretam@dthe Audit Committee in that area.

Since the aim to be achieved was transparency, the Delegation emphasized that it hoped that
the process could be concluded as soon as possible, while respecting the timetable already
established.

193. The Dekgation of the United States of America expressed its support for the statement
of the Delegation of the United Kingdom and for the desire for a fully transparent process on
the deskio-desk audit. It also stated that it wished to express its thanks Setiretariat for

the briefings that it had undertaken and its willingness to share information with the Member
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States, and looked forward to the continuing collaboration between Member States and WIPO
as the process went forward.

194. The Delegabn of Argentina said that it regretted the fact that the proposal put forward
by the United Kingdom had not been considered owing to time constraints and that for the
reasons that had already been very clearly explained by other delegations, it shetegddhe
objectives. As the United Kingdom had pointed out, Argentina trusted that mechanisms could
be found, through the good offices of the Chairman of the Assembly, which involved and
allowed greater involvement of the Member States throughout thesgroce

195. The Delegation of Brazil stated that it also supported the general thrust of the statement
of the Delegation of the United Kingdom. It considered in particular that thetalelgisk

review was an opportunity to evaluate the efficienoied/IPO as an Organization, in relation

to its mission and objectives. It was of the view that the review could and should be
improved in terms of its transparency, in particular with regard to the membership, supported
the idea that Member States of WIB® better mainstreamed into the process so that they
could fulfill their governance and scrutiny role and suggested that the Chair might consider
complementary routes for Member States’ inclusion in the-ttedksk review process as it

progressed. Thedlegation supported that last element of the United Kingdom’s statement in
particular.

ITEM 7 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGENDA:
UPDATE ON CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM
196. Consideration of this item was based on document A/42/4.

197. The Assemblis of the Member States of WIPO and the Unions administered by
WIPO, each as far as it is concerned, took note of the contents of this document.

ITEM 8 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGENDA:

REPORT OF THE PROVISIONAL COMMITTEE ON PROPOSALS RELATED
TO A WIPO DEVELCPMENT AGENDA (PCDA)

198. See the report of the session of the General Assembly (docuh@@A/33/10).

ITEM 9 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGENDA:
THE PROTECTION OF AUDIOVISUAL PERFORMANCES

199. See the report of the session of the Generadbty (documentWO/GA/33/10).
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ITEM 10 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGENDA:
PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS OF BROADCASTING ORGANIZATIONS

200. See the report of the session of the General Assembly (docMWW@A/33/10).

ITEM 11 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGENDA:

MATTERS CONCERNING THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
ON ENFORCEMENT

201. See the report of the session of the General Assembly (docUwi&@A/33/10).

ITEM 12 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGENDA:
REPORT ON THE PROGRESS OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE
LAW OF PATENTS IN RESPECT OF THE DRAFT SUBSTANTIVE
PATENT LAW TREATY (SPLT) AND CONSIDERATION
OF A NEW WORKPLAN FOR 2007

202. See the report of the session of the General Assembly (docMW/@A/33/10).

ITEM 13 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGENDA:
REPORT ON THEBNORK OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL
COMMITTEE ON INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND GENETIC
RESOURCES, TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE AND FOLKLORE (IGC)

203. See the report of the session of the General Assembly (docMW/@A/33/10).

ITEM 14 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGHEDA:
MATTERS CONCERNING INTERNET DOMAIN NAMES

204. See the report of the session of the General Assembly (docMW@A/33/10).

ITEM 15 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGENDA:
EXCHANGE OF PRIORITY DOCUMENTS IN THE AREA OF PATENTS

205. Discussims were based on document A/42/5.
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206. In introducing its proposals set out in document A/42/5 for the establishment of a digital
access service for priority documents, the Secretariat tabled a revised text intended to replace
the draft decisionet out in paragraph 28 of that document. Under the revised text, the
Assembly of the Paris Union for the Protection of Industrial Property, the Patent Law Treaty
Assembly and the International Patent Cooperation Union Assembly (PCT Union Assembly)
would be invited to:

(@) approve the convening in early 2007 ofaghoc Working Group to consider
matters associated with the establishment of a digital access service for priority documents to
be administered by the International Bureau;

(b) direct the Inérnational Bureau to establish framework provisions and appropriate
procedures, according to the recommendations from the Working Group, for administering
the digital service;

(c) direct the international Bureau to implement the digital access service in
accordance with the established framework provisions and procedures.

207. The Delegation of Canada expressed its support for the proposed establishment of a
digital access service for priority documents and the conveningauf laoc Working Groy

to consider in detail the administrative and technical requirements of the service, and stated
that Canada would participate in the work of the Working Group.

208. The Delegation of Iran (Islamic Republic of) stated that, while it did not oghese
establishment of digital access for priority documents, it had general concerns relating to the
fact that the authentication in digital systems like electronic signatures, in the process of the
work, as it was the case in other issues in this orgaoizanay need specific technologies

which are severely lacking in developing countries. The Delegation added that these kinds of
technology, in any case, should be accessible and affordable and be provided to all Member
States without any discriminatiorRegarding the document under discussion, the Delegation,
indicated that particularly Article 7 of the draft framework provisions set out in Ainoiex
document A/42/5 was very vague and broad. The Delegation added that the results of the
work of thead hoc Working Group should be referred to the General Assembly for its
observations and approval.

209. The Delegation of Japan expressed its support for the proposed establishment of a
digital access service for priority documents, stating thakthgof service would be

beneficial not only for Offices in developed and developing countries but also for users of the
patent system. The Delegation emphasized that cost effectiveness and the need to avoid
duplication should be taken into account imsidering the architecture of the new system.

The Delegation noted that its Office already had a large data base of priority documents, and
stated its willingness to participate in constructive discussion in the propdsed Working
Group.

210. The Delegation of Finland, on behalf of the European Community, its 25 member States
and the acceding States, Bulgaria and Romania, stated that careful note had been taken of the
document proposing the establishment of a digital access service faymlamuments. The
proposal demonstrated that the WIPO Secretariat was constantly assessing how to make the
patent system function better, which the Delegation believed to be a very valuable feature of
WIPO. The right of priority established by the P&anvention for the Protection of
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Industrial Property was a fundamental feature of the international patent system. The
European Community and its member states supported the idea of taking advantage of
modern information technology for the processindhefpriority documents, and believed

that the new initiative would work for the benefit of patent applicants and patent Offices by
providing streamlined, less costly and less burdensome treatment of priority documents. The
proposed digital access serviceuld also correspond to the provisions in the Patent Law
Treaty and the Patent Cooperation Treaty designed to relieve applicants from having to supply
documents that were available from digital libraries. The Delegation noted that final details,
includingthe possibility of charging fees under the proposed system, would depend on the
results of consultation in theel hoc Working Group, and supported the convening of the
Working Group at the earliest convenience.

211. The Delegation of Brazil stalehat it found the proposal for establishment of a digital
access service for priority documents very interesting. The Delegation had no substantive
objections and would like to participate in the proposed system. The Delegation felt,
however, a similaconcern to that expressed by the Delegation of the Islamic Republic of Iran
(see paragraph 208, above) as to the involvement of the Assemblies in this work. The
Delegation suggested that the decision taken at the present session should provide for the
Assemblies to be informed at their next session about the results of the work of the Working
Group in order to enable member States to assess those results, without, however, impeding
the establishment of the proposed service.

212. The Delegation o€hina expressed its satisfaction with the pioneering proposal by the
International Bureau and wished to see the early launch by the International Bureau of the
proposed consultations including the establishment afldnoc Working Group. The
Delegationstated its willingness to participate actively in the consultations with a view to the
establishment of the new service as soon as possible. Having missed the chance to take the
floor under agenda ited8 because of the changes made to the agenda, thgabeh added

that it looked forward to the active and important role the newly established Nordic Patent
Institute would play as an International Searching Authority and an International Preliminary
Examining Authority.

213. The Delegation of Ausalia expressed its support in principle for the establishment of

the proposed digital access service, its willingness to participate ad tioe Working

Group, and its wish to participate in the digital access service subject to the resolution of
someof the legal and technical issues. The Delegation emphasized that this WIPO initiative
needed to harmonize with other activities in the area, such as the work being done by the
Trilateral Offices and in the Korean Industrial Property Office, so as toestimieventual
establishment of a single standard approach. The Delegation noted that some elements of the
proposal may be more complex than was required, and urged the Secretariat to ensure that the
simplest practicable approaches were adopted. Theg®tedn believed that the suggested

revised decision that had been tabled by the Secretariat (see paragraph 206, above) would
provide for improved involvement of member States in the governance of the project, thus
meeting the concerns of the Delegation.

214. The Delegation of Iran (Islamic Republic of), clarifying its previous statements (see
paragraph 208, above), stated that it supported the proposed establishmexck ladcan

Working Group and the Secretariat’s efforts in this area. The Delagaconcerns related
rather to legal and procedural matters, as well as clarifying the issues associated with the
content of Annex | of document A/42/5. Bearing in mind that some Offices were still largely
dependent on paper processing, the Delegatgohasized that the mandate of ddéhoc
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Working Group should be very clear for Member States and added that if the General
Assembly mandated tteel hoc Working Group to do its mission, why should it not report its
feedback to the General Assembly in 2007

215. The Secretariat, in order to take account of the concerns expressed by the Delegations of
the Islamic Republic of Iran and of Brazil, proposed the addition of a further subparagraph (d)
to the draft decision set out in paragraph 206, abskereby the Assembly of the Paris

Union for the Protection of Industrial Property, the Patent Law Treaty Assembly and the
International Patent Cooperation Union Assembly (PCT Union Assembly) would also request
the International Bureau to report to thenSeptember 2007 on the results of ddéroc

Working Group and on any implementation of the service that may have commenced.

216. The Delegation of the Republic of Korea expressed its support for the proposed
establishment of a digital access ses for priority documents, noting that, when

established, it would avoid the need for applicants to submit priority documents when filing
applications claiming priority. Moreover, patent Offices would derive benefits from the
proposed new system, whialould streamline the handling of priority documents, reduce

costs and other resources required for issuing, handling, and storing priority documents, and
reduce the possibility of mishandling. The Delegation believed that the Korean Intellectual
PropertyOffice would be able to handle the new system with relative ease, and stated that the
Office was willing to share its kno¥wwow, based on its experience in electronic exchange of
documents with other Offices, and would participate in the proposed Workaoug Gr

217. The Delegation of Sudan noted that Article 4 of the Paris Convention governed the
filing of patent applications claiming priority from previously filed applications. The
Delegation recalled that the difficulty for some Offices in movhogn papetbased to

electronic processing had been extensively discussed during the Diplomatic Conference
which resulted in the conclusion of the Patent Law Treaty in 2000. That Conference had
adopted an Agreed Statement urging WIPO to expedite théooredta digital library system

for priority documents. The Delegation accordingly supported the proposal for establishment
of a digital access service and convening adghoc Working Group, the results of whose

work would be taken into account by timernational Bureau in establishing the service.

218. The Delegation of the United States of America welcomed the initiative to establish a
digital access service for priority documents and supported the proposed revised decision as
suggested anfilirther modified by the Secretariat (see paragraphs 206 and 215, above). The
Delegation believed that such a service would provide substantial benefits to applicants and
Offices alike, would reduce complexity and costs in administering the patent sgatém,
represented an important step towards the realization of the goal that was committed to in
Agreed Statement 3 adopted by the Patent Law Treaty Diplomatic Conference. The
Delegation looked forward to participating in the proposed Working Group amokking

with the International Bureau to create an effective and efficient system.

219. The Delegation of the Russian Federation supported the proposal to create a digital
access service for priority documents and said that such a service iowlgiaipler and

more straightforward access to priority patent applications, as well as the possibility of more
efficient processing of such documents and a reduction in the costs of producing true copies.
The Delegation expressed the Russian Federatrahisgness to take an active part in the
activities of a special working group and supported the Secretariat’s proposal to prepare
structured proposals relating to the digital access service for priority documents.
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220. The Assembly of the Paridnion for the Protection of Industrial Property, the
Patent Law Treaty Assembly and the International Patent Cooperation Union Assembly
(PCT Union Assembly):

(&) approved the convening in early 2007 ofagrhoc Working Group to
consider matters assomd with the establishment of a digital access service for priority
documents to be administered by the International Bureau;

(b) directed the International Bureau to establish framework provisions and
appropriate procedures, according to the recommiemdarom the Working Group, for
administering the digital service;

(c) directed the International Bureau to implement the digital access service in
accordance with the established framework provisions and procedures;

(d) requested the International iBau to report to them in September 2007 on

the results of thad hoc Working Group and on any implementation of the service that
may have commenced.

ITEM 16 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGENDA:
MATTERS CONCERNING THE MADRID UNION

221. See the reportfdhe Madrid Union Assembly (document MM/A/37/4).

ITEM 17 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGENDA:
MATTERS CONCERNING THE IPC UNION

222. See the report of the IPC Union Assembly (document IPC/A/24/2).

ITEM 18 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGENDA:
MATTERS CONCERNING THE PCT UNION

223. See the report of the PCT Union Assembly (document PCT/A/35/7).

ITEM 19 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGENDA:
MATTERS CONCERNING THE PATENT LAW TREATY ASSEMBLY

224. See the report of the PLT Assembly (document PLZ/3.
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ITEM 20 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGENDA:
DRAFT AGENDAS OF THE 2007 ORDINARY SESSIONS OF THE WIPO GENERAL
ASSEMBLY, THE WIPO CONFERENCE, THE PARIS UNION ASSEMBLY AND THE
BERNE UNION ASSEMBLY
225. Consideration of this item was based upoouheent A/42/6.
226. The WIPO Coordination Committee adopted Annexes | and I, the Paris Union

Executive Committee adopted Annex lll, and the Berne Union Executive Committee
adopted Annex IV of document A/42/6.

ITEM 21 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGERA:
ADMISSION OF OBSERVERS
227. Consideration of this item was based upon document A/42/7.

Admission of International Nesovernmental Organizations as Observers

228. The Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO, each in so far a®itdserned,
decided to grant observer status to the following three internationgowvamnmental
organizations: Arab Federation for the Protection of Intellectual Property Rights
(AFPIPR); The Europman Commercial Patent Services GrgBatCom);

3D — Trade- Human Rights Equitable Economy (3D).

Admission of National NoitGovernmental Organizations as Observers

229. The Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO, each in so far as it is cahcern
decided to grant observer status to the following nine nationafjoe@rnmental
organizations: American Biolndustry Alliance (ABIARssociation romande de

propriété intellectuelle (AROPI); Confederation of Indian Industry (Clionseil

national pour la promotion de la musique traditionnelle du Congo (CNPMTC); EXIT
Centre- Information Technology Business Support Centre (EXIT CenffeBSC);

The Federalist Society for Law and Public Policy Studies (The Federalist Society);
Japan Patent Attoeys Association (JPAA); National Intellectual Property
Organization (NIPO); Syrian Intellectual Property Association (SIPA).

ITEM 22 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGENDA:

APPROVAL OF AGREEMENTS WITH
INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

230. See the repodf the WIPO Coordination Committee (document WO/CC/55/3).
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ITEM 23 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGENDA:
STAFF MATTERS

231. See the report of the WIPO Coordination Committee (document WO/CC/55/3).

ITEM 24 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGENDA:

ADOPTION OF THEREPORTS

232. This General Report was unanimously
adopted by the Assemblies and other Bodies of
the Member States of WIPO concerned, on
October 3, 2006.

233. Each of the ten Assemblies and other
Bodies of the Member Sates of WMIPO
unanimously adopted the separate report
concerning its session, at a separate meeting
of the Assemblies and other Bodies of the
Member Sates of WIPO concerned, on
October 3, 2006.

ITEM 25 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGENDA:

CLOSING OF THE SES&INS

234. The Chairman made the following statement, “Director General Idris, Excellencies,
distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen, we are nearing the conclusion of what | believe
was a very productive meeting, and in this regard, allow me to convey my simmeke to

all the Member States for their hard work and diligence throughout the past week. Indeed the
spirit of goodwill and cooperation that permeated the halls of this assembly made an immense
difference in ensuring our meetings’ success. Allow neatothat the positive results of our
meetings can also be attributed to all of your unrelenting efforts to arrive at decisions by
consensus, especially on the major issues on our agenda. Ladies and gentlemen, the
flexibility and constructive stance disgyled by all delegations has enabled this General
Assembly to agree on, among others, the following key issues. Firstly we have agreed to take
the PCDA process forward by extending its mandate and providing it with clear and definite
guidelines for its fuire work. Member States will have an opportunity to examine all the 111
proposals in the development agenda for WIPO, with a view to reaching agreement on as
many as possible. Secondly, we have reached a consensus decision on the issue of the
Diplomatic Conference on the Protection of Rights of Broadcasting Organizations. | therefore
urge all delegations to actively participate in the two special sessions of the SCCR which will
be convened in order to examine further the various issues on this maitelty, Tve have
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decided to continue earnest discussions on a new work program of the Standing Committee
on Patents, and in this regard, | sincerely request everyone’s cooperation and committed
involvement when [ initiate consultations on this issue irfiteehalf of 2007. Ladies and
gentlemen, | would also be remiss in my duty if | failed to convey my sincere appreciation to
the Director General, Dr. Kamil Idris, for his leadership, and for ensuring that the delegates to
the General Assembly were acoeddhe best possible technical support and conference
facilities. | also wish to thank, in this regard, the highly professional staff that comprise the
International Bureau. The high quality of official documents should also be commended, and
of course pecial thanks must go to the fine work of our interpreters. 1 also wish to
acknowledge the extensive contributions to the Organization of the Deputy Directors General,
Mr. Geoffrey Yu and Mrs. Rita Hayes on behalf of the Member States, | also thank you fo
having lent your considerable talents and expertise to this body. In addition, | would also like
to thank all the Group Coordinators for their hard work and cooperation. You effectively
served as bridges of understanding between the Chair and tpeictres constituencies.

Ladies and Gentlemen, in conclusion, | wish to remind everyone that the decisions we have
taken in this year's Assembly, will certainly require even greater dedication and hard work in
the year ahead. In addition to coming up veitimcrete recommendations on the crucial issues
we have agreed upon at this year’s assembly, additional issues such as WIPQO'’s biennial
budget and the expiring mandate of the IGC on Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge
and Folklore need to be addressétds for these reasons that | urge all Member States to
harness the spirit of hard work and cooperation that propelled this year’'s General Assembly to
a successful conclusion, and when we consider these issues during the coming year, | am
confident thatvith your cooperation we shall be rewarded with success. | thank you.”

235. The Director General addressed the meeting with the following statement “Mr.
Chairman, this is a very successful outcome of the Assemblies of our Member States and |
would like to thank you personally, Sir, for the excellent way you have conducted the General
Assembly, the informal consultations and the extensive and intensive negotiations. Thank
you, Sir, for the excellent manner in which you have conducted this siut@@gsome of our
Assemblies. But I turn to you, distinguished delegates, and | wish to thank you individually
and collectively, for the wisdom that has prevailed during this special session, for your
political commitment and good will in ensuring that all items handled by the General
Assembly were successfully concluded, and | very much hope that this good spirit of
determination and commitment will prevail in the years to come, so that our organization can
face the challenges lying ahead. Chairmandasithguished delegates, | would like also to

use this occasion to thank the entire staff of this organization and the interpreters for their
reporting and constructive contribution in bringing this particular session of the General
Assembly to the succdssoutcome. Thank you very much Mr. Chairman, thank you.”

236. The Delegation of Indonesia, on behalf of the Asian Group, acknowledged the skillful
leadership of the Chair in bringing the Assemblies to such a successful conclusion. As a
resultof his tireless efforts, energy and dedication, all outstanding issues had been
successfully resolved, and the Group wished to express its sincere appreciation, and
admiration for the efforts and the approach of the Chair in handling the evolving debate to
achieve common ground, especially on the development agenda. The Asian Group, being
composed of developing countries particularly appreciated the Chair’s outstanding role and
contribution in forging the consensus on the renewal of the mandate of the. PBIBA

decision reached on the PCDA in the General Assembly, was the best possible compromise
that could have been achieved to move the process of mainstreaming development objectives
in WIPO forward. The Group very much welcomed the practical framewatihtd been

provided in the decision to maintain and advance sustainability of the process, and hoped that
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the framework would effectively ensure a chance for fruitful continuation of the substantive
discussions in the PCDA in a balanced and inclusiveneranThey also wished to express

their special thanks to the Director General, the Secretariat and its staff for all their hard work
and support during the meetings of the General Assembly, and noted, with appreciation, their
instrumental role in facilitang all the proceedings during the session.

237. The Delegation of Nigeria thanked the Chair and wished to join his distinguished
colleague from Indonesia and deliver a statement on behalf of the African Group, in his
capacity as Coordinator. Helvised the Assembly that it was in the nature of things that

when people meet under happy circumstances, and part even under happier circumstances,
they find it appropriate to praise themselves and shower praise on each other. He wished to
take the oppaunity to thank all distinguished delegates and delegationsgooernmental
organizations and groups from industry represented at the meeting for their constructive and
useful participation. The African Group also wished to thank the Secretariat fopibrtant

and valuable role in ensuring the success of the deliberations, especially in the provision, on a
timely basis, of documents and interpretation services. In particular, they wished to thank the
Director General, His Excellency Dr. Kamil Idriey his accommodating spirit and

welcoming disposition, and paid tribute to the Chair, His Excellency Ambassador Enrique
Manalo, who had guided the proceedings with wisdom and considerable tact and skill,
ensuring the positive outcomes registered in tegefblies. They also wished to pay tribute

to the two outgoing Deputy Directors General, AmbassadorRitz.Hayes and

Mr. Geoffrey Yu. The African Group very much regretted their departure from the service of
WIPO, but noted that their loss to the MemiStates and the Organization would

undoubtedly be a gain to their individual families. The Group wished them Godspeed and a
happy life in retirement. They welcomed the appointment of Mr. Michael Keplinger and Mr.
Narendra Sabharwal to the posts of Digfdirectors General, and were also very pleased to

see the continued presence of Mr. Philippe Petit and Mr. Francis Gurry in the Organization.
The African Group also welcomed the appointment of Mr. Geoffrey Onyeama, Mr. Ernesto
Rubio and Ms. Wang Binyintp the posts of Assistant Directors General. Finally, they paid
tribute to His Excellency Rigoberto Gauto Vielman of Paraguay for his gallant efforts of
chairing the sessions of the IIM and the PCDA, sometimes under difficult circumstances. The
African Group had always strived to play a constructive role in this Organization, and had
demonstrated this quality in this Assembly by the disposition it had adopted during the several
informal negotiations. They were pleased to see that the Chair had wisptgdithe

document which formed the basis of a decision and subsequent agreement on the PCDA, and
they were grateful to him and to all Member States.

238. The Delegation of Switzerlandpeaking on behalf of Group B, sincerely thanked the
Chairmanfor the way in which the discussions had been conducted during the Assemblies.
Certain consultations had been less easy than others but on the whole, as a result of the
Chairman’s patience and moderation, and the constructive spirit and goodwill wéich th
delegations present had shown, it had been possible to conclude the Assemblies on a positive
note, which it was hoped would be translated into reality in the coming year. Every effort
would be made to achieve that end. The Delegation also express=e shanks to all the

WIPO staff who had assisted the delegations during the Assemblies and throughout the year.
Such assistance greatly facilitated the task of Member States, in particular in the coordination
meetings. Specific mention was made ofititerpreters and translators, and also those who
had dealt with the logistical aspects of the meetings. Their assistance, especially during
Switzerland’s chairmanship of Group B, had been invaluable.
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239. The Delegation of China expressed itsrappation to all the delegations, for the spirit

of compromise, cooperation and pragmatism during discussions on the WIPO development
agenda, the SPL Thediplomatic conference on the protection of broadcasting organizations
and other important items. dtso wished to thank the Chair, due to whose rich experience

and outstanding guidance the Assembly was able to achieve the expected results through
seeking common ground while reserving differences on the key issues. Although it was not
possible to satfg all Member States, it was evident that hope exists for future work and the
Delegation hoped that the cooperative and pragmatic spirit of expanding consensus and
narrowing differences that was seen at this Assembly would continue in future discussions of
the agenda items. The Delegation reiterated the importance of Chinese as a working language
for the Delegation’s participation in discussions of the agenda items. China is how an
important member of the PCT Union and the Madrid Union. China’s PCTcappiis

reached 2,265 in the first eight months of 2006, an increase of 61.6 per cent over the same
period of the previous year; with regard to Madrid applications, China as the Office of origin
had ranked eighth for two consecutive years and was alsoa$iedesignated country within

the Madrid system. Unfortunately, Chinese still is not a working language of the PCT Union
or the Madrid Union, and during the Assemblies the working documents in these important
areas are also lacking in Chinese, whicme®nsistent with the development in China in

terms of the two Unions. The Delegation hoped that the Assembly would pay attention to this
point. The Delegation concluded by paying tribute to the Secretariat for all their hard work
and the efforts they hadade to support the Assemblies.

240. The Delegation of Kyrgyzstan said that they too wished to associate themselves with the
other Groups and, on behalf of the Group of Central Asian, Caucasus and Eastern European
countries thanked the coordinegaf the other Groups, the Chair of the General Assembly for
magnificently chairing the meetings, the Secretariat for its great work in preparing the
excellent documents. The Delegation also thanked the Director General, Dr. Kamil Idris for
his construave cooperation and his statements, and noted the excellent work carried out by
the outgoing Deputy Directors General, Mrs. Hayes and Mr. Yu and wished them much
success in the future. They also welcomed the new Deputy Director General and the new
Assistant Directors General. The Delegation also advised that they had transmitted the
Coordinator’s role of their Group to the Delegation of the Russian Federation.

241. The Delegation of Croatia, on behalf of the Group of Central European and Baltic
States, wished to pay tribute to the Chair for his tremendous efforts, skills and wisdom with
which he had conducted the meetings. His vision, and diplomatic skills were particularly
evident during the intensive discussions and negotiations carried the development

agenda. Furthermore, they thanked the Secretariat for their excellent efforts in preparing this
meeting and assisting Member States in the important work being conducted during the last
week. The Delegation also extended their thankisedirector General and his managerial
team. They wished to join those that had thanked Nages and Mr. Yu, for their

tremendous contribution to the Organization, and expressed their best wishes for the future.
Finally the Delegation expressed itatlks to the Coordinators, because their common efforts
had contributed to the very significant and important result of the meeting. Thanks were also
given to all Member States for demonstrating their utmost efforts and flexibility in ensuring a
positive aitcome to the Assemblies.

242. The Delegation of Singapore stated that they were taking the floor in the place of the
ASEAN member States in WIPO. The ASEAN Delegation congratulated the Chair and the
Director General on the successful conclusmthe 2006 Assemblies of the Member States

of WIPO. They took the opportunity to commend the Chair, Ambassador Manalo, for the deft
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and efficient manner in which he had presided over the meetings. ASEAN also wished to
thank the WIPO Secretariat for theompt and effective way in which they had organized and
facilitated the meetings. ASEAN was pleased that the membership of WIPO had been able to
achieve consensus on all the items on the agenda, including the more complicated issues. The
spirit of coopeation and flexibility had provided a good basis for everyone to continue their
discussions on outstanding issues. They pointed out that intellectual property was

increasingly gaining prominence in the ASEAN region and that ASEAN would continue to

work canstructively with other WIPO Member States and the WIPO Secretariat in molding

the international intellectual property regime and harnessing it for economic, social and

cultural development.

243. The Delegation of Iran (Islamic Republic of), thadikthe Chair for his valuable efforts

and his wise guidance during the last ten days to direct the work of the General Assembly to a
positive outcome. The flexibilities and cooperation of all Member States in the current
General Assembly had ensured theeting made decisions that will help the Member States

to move towards a satisfactory outcome in 2007. He availed himself of the opportunity to
thank the Director General, Dr. Kamil Idris, for his positive contribution to the process as he
did his Deputis and the efficient team in the Secretariat for their assistance. He also thanked
the interpreters and those behind the scenes for their contribution. This year's Assemblies
was the end of his mission in Geneva, and he wished to thank and say goabye to

colleagues in different groups and wished them success.

244. The Delegation of India said that his Delegation wished to pay their compliments to the
Chair on his deft handling of the proceedings of the General Assembly. They noted with
satsfaction the progress made on several issues, in particular the forward movement of the
formalization of a development agenda for WIPO. It was the expectation of the Indian
Delegation that the development agenda would, in the near future, come to decapgter

stage of WIPO'’s activities and programs. Clearly a lot of work would have to be done before
the next meeting of the PCDA, India proposed to initiate a process encompassing discussions
with its domestic stakeholders on the multifarious dimensabasdevelopment agenda for
WIPO, and hoped that such a process would help polarize different strains and above all
concretize the position’s of Member States with respect to drawing up an action plan for the
development agenda. WIPO'’s facilitative ratetlis endeavor would be much appreciated.

245. The Delegation of Uruguay thanked the Chairman for the wisdom, commitment and
common sense he had shown in taking charge of the meetings, as well as his sense of
rapprochement and balance in relatn to the very contentious issues discussed. The
Delegation also thanked the Director General, Dr. Kamil Idris, for the statements he had
made, the Secretariat and the whole of the Organization’s staff.

246. The Delegation of Honduras thanked @leairman for his efforts, dedication, above all
transparency, equanimity and professionalism in having successfully managed the different
items discussed at the FoBecond General Assembly. In particular, the Delegation
congratulated the Chairman orettesults achieved in the form of an influential proposal on
the Development Agenda, which had allowed the process to move forward to the following
stage. The Delegation had witnessed the Chairman’s hard work, not only within WIPO, but
also in other Unité Nations agencies, mainly in UNCTAD, through which agreements had
been reached that benefited all countries, especially also developing countries including
Honduras. The Delegation thanked the Chairman for that and for the unfailingly correct and
balance attitude shown in taking into account the opinions of all countries.
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247. The Delegation of the Russian Federation stated it wished to express their thanks to the
Chair for his efforts to achieve consensus on the difficult issues that were thefor

Assembly and hoped that he would not lose his excellent gifts in the future when they might
really be needed. The Delegation also wished to express its thanks to the Director General of
WIPO, Dr. Kamil Idris, and his collaborators for helping thesémbly to carry out its work,

despite the fact that during the Assemblies there were a number of defects such as the lack of
documents in Russian. It very much hoped that in the very near future those difficulties

would be ironed out. The Delegation exgsed the hope that the results of the Assembly
reached during the discussions would be achieved within the timelines agreed. It thanked the
Delegations of other countries which had also assisted in that work, and in particular thanked
the interpreters lmause without them mutual understanding would be even more complicated.

248. The Delegation of Brazil stated that they wished to highlight the very positive results
achieved during this General Assembly which were made possible by the goodwill a
flexibility shown by all the membership and the good work performed by the Chair and all of
the WIPO staff members under the leadership of the Director General, Dr. Kamil Idris. They
wished to thank the Chair for the results which were also made jgogsitugh his personal
commitment to carry forward some of the decisions under his guidance and, in particular,
those concerning the development agenda as well as the consultations on the SCP workplan
for the future. They thanked the Director Generahisrcontribution and also for his
commitment to cooperating with the membership which allowed positive results to be
achieved on several different points of the agenda during the course of the week. He wished
to thank all DDGs for their good work, the A staff in general, and thank in particular

those who are leaving their positions, namely@goffrey Yu and Ambassador Rita Hayes.

To Mrs. Hayes, in particular, they wished to say that they considered that the good results
they achieved in relation the SCCR and the Broadcasting Treaty was greatly due to her
negotiating skills and ability in bringing together very difficult and opposing positions in a
complex issue that we will keep everyone busy during the course of the next year.

249. TheDelegation of Mexico congratulated the Chairman on the way in which he had
guided the work of the Assembly and displayed his diplomatic skills, and also commended
the other delegations for the flexibility and cooperation they had shown. The Delegsdion al
thanked Dr. Kamil Idris and all the WIPO staff, in particular the interpreters, translators and
conference staff, for all the support given and professionalism shown throughout the year.
Similarly, it wished Mrs. Rita Hayes and Mr. Geoffrey Yu muckklircthe new activities

they would undertake in the future.

250. The Delegation of Moroccsaid that it had the pleasant duty to offer the Chairman its
sincere thanks for the laudable and tireless efforts he had made during the work of the
Assemblies. The positive report on the meetings was largely due to the Chairman’s
professional qualities, patience and perseverance in the search for compromise solutions,
while promoting an approach based on informal consultations. The positive report was also
due to the spirit of cooperation and flexibility shown by all delegations. It was to be hoped
that the same spirit of cooperation would prevail during future, all future, negotiations, in
particular on the main subjects that had been discussed. Thygabmiehanked the Director
General, Dr. Kamil Idris, for his enlightened vision and his direction aimed at strengthening a
frank and constructive dialog, as well as for his efforts aimed also at the daily search for
enhancement of the Organization’s aitiés. Thanks should obviously also be given to the
International Bureau for the hard work done and for its tireless efforts which truly gave cause
for admiration. Finally, the Delegation expressed thanks for and saluted the efforts of Mrs.
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Rita Hayes ath Mr. Geoffrey Yu, demonstrated in their professionalism and devotion, as they
had contributed greatly to the Organization’s flourishing.

251. The Delegation of El Salvador congratulated the Chairman on his leadership and in
particular the stratgghe had developed during the fedgcond series of meetings. The
subjects discussed were of vital importance for all the Member States and positive and
all-encompassing results had been achieved. The Delegation congratulatachDidris on

his had work and strategic vision. It also congratulated the incoming Directors and Deputy
Directors. It particularly wished to thank Mrs. Rita Hayes, to whom the Government of

El Salvador paid tribute, and Mr. Geoffrey Yu, also for all his support and ge@asnc
intellectual property matters, which had assumed strategic importance for El Salvador. The
Delegation said that El Salvador was also bound to thank the Bureau of Economic
Development for Latin America and the Caribbean, led by Dr. Alejandro RocaaBiayrgnd
also Oswaldo Gironés who had become a friend of El Salvador.

252. The Chair, Ambassador Enrique Manalo concluded this session of the Assemblies by
stating that he believed that was the last speaker on the list so all that remaineddoddiyim
once again, was to express his deepest appreciation for the words of thanks addressed to the
Chair, but most of all he wished to thank and congratulate all the Delegations present. From
the statements throughout the sessions and during the aftesmone key words were

flexibility and cooperation, he felt that was basically the main spirit that had prevailed over
the Assemblies, and he was confident that because of the results over the past eight or nine
days, he was quite sure that spirit woubthtinue throughout the rest of the year when it

would be necessary to deal with all the issues before the Assemblies. The Chair then declared

the 429 series of meetings of the Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO closed.

[Annex follows]



