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Patent Center
New and unified system to replace EFS-Web and PAIR 

• Features single interface for filing and managing patent applications 

Single interface

• Integrates recent technology

• Allows for enhanced system operations

• Enables increased functionality

Recent technology

• Use your USPTO.gov account that also allows access to EFS-Web and 
Private PAIR

• Allows role based access–Patent Practitioner, Practitioner Support, 
Independent Inventor, and guest access.

Authentication
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DOCX submissions

• DOCX is a common word-processing file format, which is 

supported by most popular word-processing applications.

– Microsoft Word, Google Docs, LibreOffice, and Pages

• The USPTO began accepting structured text (DOCX) in 

August 2017.

• Applicants are currently able to file utility nonprovisional, 

provisional, and national stage (371) patent applications 

(specification, claims, and abstract) in DOCX format. 
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DOCX benefits and features

• Safe and stable for creating, authoring, and processing IP documents

• Drag and drop for document upload

• Requirement to convert DOCX into PDF for filing is eliminated

• Detects and splits specification, claims, abstract found in a single file (i.e., multi-

section)  

• Automated document code assignments saves initial processing time

• Provides content-based validations pre-submission, saving examination, and initial 

processing time

– Specification paragraph numbering detection

– Independent and dependent claim count

– Duplicate or missing claim number detection

– Improper multiple claim dependency

– Abstract word count

• Secure: automatic metadata detection and scrubbing
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DOCX: Real-time validation and detection
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DOCX: Feedback document

• Upon uploading, warnings and errors are 
pinpointed in a copy of the uploaded 
document

• Reduces examination delays
– Warns for possible examination informalities

– User can correct informalities prior to submission

• Confidential. Only for pre-submission, and 
not included in the file wrapper
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Viewing feedback in Patent Center
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Web ADS
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