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1. The Committee on WIPO Standards (CWS), at its second session in April/May 2012, agreed to create a new task (Task No. 46) to study the convenience of developing further standards in the trademark domain and assigned the task to the Trademark Standards Task Force.  The Task Force was requested to present the results of the study, along with a plan for further activities, for consideration by the CWS at its session to be held in 2013.  (See paragraph 44 of document CWS/2/14.)
2. The Trademark Standards Task Force conducted two surveys among its members in order to study the business needs for developing further standards in the trademark domain, the expected benefits from the standards, the features to be standardized and tentative recommendations for the features.  Furthermore, the surveys were used to select candidates for further standardization.  As a result of the surveys, the Task Force has selected 12 candidates for the development of new WIPO Standards for consideration by the CWS.  Details on the surveys are available in the Annex to this document for consideration by the CWS.

3. The Trademark Standards Task Force proposes that:
(a) in a first stage, the CWS focus its efforts on one or two candidates and choose the candidate(s) among the following three options: 

· Recommendation for the electronic management of sound marks;
· Recommendation for the electronic management of motion or multimedia marks;  and
· Recommendation for published trademark documents;
(b) with regard to the development of the corresponding standards for the other 10 or 11 candidates, work be held in abeyance until the standardization of the selected candidates(s) is completed;

(c) Task No. 46 be considered completed and removed from the Task List of the CWS; and
(d) the Trademark Standards Task Force be discontinued. 
(See paragraphs 12 to 15 of the Annex.)
4. In accordance with the above and with the Task Force’s proposal in paragraph 13 of the Annex, the International Bureau proposes the following for consideration and approval by the CWS:

(a) the creation of new task(s) to prepare recommendation(s) on the selected candidate(s) for adoption as a WIPO standard in the trademark domain (see paragraph 3(a), above);
(b) the establishment of a new task force to handle the new task(s);
(c) the designation of a task force leader;  and
(d) a request that the task force presents a progress report on the work carried out, including a calendar for the development of the new standard(s), for consideration by the CWS at its fourth session.
5. With regard to the discussions on the candidates and future work mentioned above, at the last round discussion by the Task Force, the Representatives of Australia, Canada and Japan expressed their preference for addressing both sound marks and motion or multimedia marks simultaneously in a single task force.
6. The CWS is invited to: 

(a)
note the survey results provided in the Annex to this document;

(b)
select candidate(s) to prepare a proposal on new WIPO standard(s), as referred to in paragraph 3(a), above;


(c)
approve that work for the other 10 or 11 candidates be held in abeyance until the standardization of the selected candidate(s) is completed, as referred to in paragraph 3(b), above;

(d)
consider Task No. 46 as completed and remove it from the Task List of the CWS, as referred to in paragraph 3(c), above;


(e)
discontinue the Trademark Standards Task Force, as referred to in paragraph 3(d), above;

(f)
create new task(s) to prepare recommendation(s) on the selected candidate(s) for adoption as WIPO standard(s), as referred to in paragraph 4(a), above;

(g)
establish a new task force to handle the new task(s), as referred to in paragraph 4(b), above;


(h)
designate a task force leader, as referred to in paragraph 4(c), above;  and

(i)
request the task force to present a progress report on the work carried out, including a calendar for the development of the new standard(s), for consideration by the CWS at its fourth session, as referred to in paragraph 4(d), above.
[Annex follows]
