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 AUTONUM  
The Committee on WIPO Standards (CWS) agreed to prepare the new WIPO Standard ST.96 for the XML (eXtensible Markup Language) resources to be used for filing, processing, publication, and exchange of information regarding all life cycles of patents, trademarks and industrial designs (see CWS Task No. 41).  A proposal for new WIPO Standard ST.96 is presented for consideration and adoption by the CWS at its second session. (See document CWS/2/4.)
 AUTONUM  
It is anticipated that the new WIPO Standard ST.96 will affect WIPO Standards ST.36, ST.66 and ST.86 (hereinafter referred to as “existing XML Standards”) and a new WIPO standard on the presentation of nucleotide and amino acid sequence listings using XML which is under preparation by the CWS SEQL Task Force.
 AUTONUM  
Taking into account the impact of the new WIPO Standard ST.96 on other WIPO Standards dealing with XML, the International Bureau (IB) organized the Informal Consultation on WIPO XML Standards in December 2011 in order to discuss harmonization among WIPO Standards dealing with XML and the future development of those Standards as well as to prepare the final draft of WIPO Standard ST.96.  The members of CWS XML Task Forces, i.e., ST.36, ST.66, ST.86 and XML4IP Task Forces, were invited to the Informal Consultation.  The agenda and minutes of the meeting are available on the XML4IP Task Force’s website at:  http://www.wipo.int/cws/en/taskforce/xml4ip/background.htm.
 AUTONUM  
The International Bureau prepared an initial draft for a roadmap for the development of WIPO Standards dealing with XML for consideration by the CWS XML Task Forces.  Based on the initial draft for the roadmap, the Task Forces prepared a final proposal for a roadmap for the development of WIPO Standards dealing with XML, which is reproduced as Annex to this document, and agreed to present it for consideration and approval by the CWS.
 AUTONUM  
The CWS is invited to consider and approve the roadmap for the development of WIPO Standards dealing with XML, which is reproduced in Annex to this document, as referred to in paragraph 4.
[Annex follows]

