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INTRODUCTION
1. The Committee on WIPO Standards (CWS) held its resumed first session and the second session from April 30 to May 4, 2012.
2. The following Member States of WIPO and/or the Paris Union were represented at the session:  Algeria;  Australia;  Austria;  Belarus;  Belgium;  Brazil;  Bulgaria;  Canada;  China;  Colombia;  Croatia;  Cyprus;  Czech Republic;  Denmark;  Djibouti;  Egypt;  Finland;  France;  Georgia;  Germany;  Greece;  Hungary;  India;  Indonesia;  Iran, Islamic Republic of;  Ireland;  Italy;  Japan;  Latvia;  Lithuania;  Luxembourg;  Mauritania;  Mexico;  Monaco;  Morocco;  Myanmar;  Nepal;  Netherlands;  Nicaragua;  Norway;  Panama;  Paraguay;  Poland;  Republic of Korea;  Republic of Moldova;  Romania;  Russian Federation;  Saudi Arabia;  Serbia;  Singapore;  South Africa;  Spain;  Sri Lanka;  Sweden;  Switzerland;  Ukraine;  United Kingdom;  United Republic of Tanzania;  United States of America;  Viet Nam;  and Zambia (61).

3. In their capacity as members of the CWS, the representatives of the following organizations took part in the session:  the Benelux Office for Intellectual Property (BOIP), the Patent Office of the Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf (GCC), the European Patent Office (EPO), the Eurasian Patent Organization (EAPO), the European Union (EU), the Office for Harmonization in the Internal Market (Trade Marks and Designs) (OHIM), and the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) (7).

4. The American Intellectual Property Law Association took part in the session in an observer capacity.

5. The participation of several participants from LDC or developing countries was financed by WIPO in accordance with the decision taken by the General Assembly in 2001.  The list of participants appears as Annex I to this report.

Agenda Item 1:  Opening of the session

6. The session was opened by Mr. Yo Takagi, Assistant Director General, Global Infrastructure Sector, who welcomed the participants on behalf of the Director General.
Agenda Item 2:  Election of the Chair and two Vice-Chairs

7. The CWS unanimously elected Mr. Gunnar Lindbom (Sweden) as Chair and Ms. Oksana Parkheta (Ukraine) and Mr. Eiichi Yamamoto (Japan) as Vice‑Chairs.
8. Mr. Angel López Solanas, Head, WIPO Standards Section, acted as Secretary of the session.
Agenda Item 3:  Adoption of the agenda

9. The CWS adopted the agenda as proposed in document CWS/2/1 Prov., which appears as Annex II to this report.  Some delegations stated that the adoption of the agenda was without prejudice to the right of delegations to propose an agenda item on coordination mechanism in the agendas of the next sessions of the CWS.
Agenda Item 4:  Adoption of the report of the First Session

10. The CWS unanimously adopted the report of the first session of the CWS as reproduced in document CWS/1/10 Prov. Rev., with the inclusion of a new paragraph 17, which should read as follows:

“No agreement was reached on organizational matters and special rules of procedure.”
DISCUSSIONS, CONCLUSIONS, AND DECISIONS
11. As decided by the Governing Bodies of WIPO at their tenth series of meetings held from September 24 to October 2, 1979 (see document AB/X/32, paragraphs 51 and 52), the report of this session reflects only the conclusions of the CWS (decisions, recommendations, opinions, etc.) and does not, in particular, reflect the statements made by any participant, except where a reservation in relation to any specific conclusion of the CWS was expressed or repeated after the conclusion was reached.
PRESENTATIONS

12. The presentations given at this session of the CWS and working documents are available on the WIPO website at:  http://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=22202.
Agenda Item 5:  Organizational matters and special rules of procedure

13. The proposal prepared by the Secretariat was presented in document CWS/2/2.
14. Following consultation with some Ambassadors, Ambassador Uglješa Ugi Zvekić of Serbia, in his capacity as Chair of the WIPO General Assemblies, stated that:

“At an informal consultation held this morning at the ambassadorial level, it was agreed to propose through the Chair of the General Assemblies, to the Committee of WIPO Standards (CWS) the following:

The Committee adopts a draft agenda as initially proposed;

The Chair's summary records conclusions of the technical work done at the present session;

The Chair's summary also records differences of views expressed in regard to the coordination mechanism, the mainstreaming of the Development Agenda recommendations and expression thereof in the special rules of procedure;

Under the facilitation of the Chair of the WIPO General Assemblies, informal consultations on the coordination mechanism, the mainstreaming of the Development Agenda recommendations and expression thereof in the special rules of procedure will be conducted after the second session of CWS in order to reach an understanding preferably before the forthcoming autumn session of the General Assemblies.”
15. The CWS agreed to follow the suggestion made by the Chair of the General Assemblies.  Some delegations made statements expressing different views concerning the issues mentioned above for the informal consultations.  One view expressed the understanding that the recommendations of the Development Agenda should form an integral part of the work of the CWS, and the importance of coordination mechanism to mainstream Development Agenda in all WIPO bodies.  The other view expressed the understanding that the CWS should focus on developing WIPO Standards and leave the other issues to the Secretariat as agreed on in the clarification of the CWS mandate by the General Assembly in 2011, and considered that the CWS should therefore fall outside of the coordination mechanism.  It was noted that these statements should be reflected in the draft report of the second session of the CWS.  Consequently, no agreement was reached on organizational matters and special rules of procedure.
16. The CWS noted the clarification made by the International Bureau that the General Rules of Procedure of WIPO will apply to the CWS until an agreement can be reached on the CWS organizational matters and special rules of procedure.
Agenda Item 6:  Roadmap for the development of WIPO Standards dealing with eXtensible Markup Language (XML)

17. Discussions were based on document CWS/2/3, which contained a proposal on a roadmap for the development of WIPO Standards dealing with XML.
18. The Leader of the SEQL Task Force indicated that the new WIPO Standard on the presentation of nucleotide and amino acid sequence listings using XML (tentatively named WIPO Standard ST.26) would be independent on both WIPO Standards ST.36 and ST.96.  Therefore, the reference to the future Standard ST.26 in the first sentence of the second paragraph of the Annex to CWS/2/3 was removed from the Roadmap.
19. The CWS approved the “roadmap for the development of WIPO Standards dealing with XML” as reproduced in the Annex to document CWS/2/3, with paragraph 2 reading as follows:  “WIPO Standard ST.96 will affect the existing XML Standards (ST.36, ST.66 and ST.86).  Therefore, when a final proposal of WIPO Standard ST.96 is submitted for consideration and adoption by the CWS, a roadmap for all WIPO Standards using XML should also be presented for consideration by the CWS.”

Agenda Item 7:  Proposal for new WIPO Standard ST.96

20. Discussions were based on document CWS/2/4, which contained a proposal for the new WIPO Standard ST.96.

21. The CWS adopted the new WIPO Standard ST.96, entitled “Recommendation for the processing of industrial property information using XML (eXtensible Markup Language)”, along with its Annexes I to IV, as reproduced in the Annex to document CWS/2/4 and in the electronic versions of relevant materials provided for the second session of the CWS in the website of WIPO at:  http://wipo.int/cws/en/taskforce/xml4ip/background.htm.
22. The CWS noted that draft Annexes V and VI to WIPO Standard ST.96 needed to be implemented and further tested by industrial property offices (IPOs) in order to ensure that they are ready for adoption as part of WIPO Standard ST.96.  In order to finalize these two Annexes, the CWS requested its Members to participate in the test exercise and to provide their comments to the XML4IP Task Force.  The CWS also noted the plan of the XML4IP Task Force to submit a proposal on Annexes V and VI for consideration and adoption by the CWS at its third session.
23. The CWS approved the modification of Task No. 41 and the assignment of Task No. 41 to the XML4IP Task Force.  The revised description of Task No. 41 would read as follows:
“Prepare a proposal for Annexes V and VI of WIPO Standard ST.96 for adoption by the CWS;  and ensure the necessary revisions and updates of WIPO Standard ST.96.”
24. With regard to the continuous revision and updating of the new WIPO Standard ST.96, the CWS approved the following procedure:
(a) any proposal to revise WIPO Standard ST.96 presented to the Secretariat will be forwarded directly to the XML4IP Task Force for consideration and approval;
(b) the XML4IP Task Force is temporarily authorized to adopt revisions of WIPO Standard ST.96;

(c) a proposal to revise WIPO Standard ST.96 will be forwarded to the CWS for its consideration whenever a proposed revision becomes controversial, i.e., whenever it is not possible to reach consensus among the XML4IP Task Force members;  and
(d) the XML4IP Task Force Leader will inform the CWS of any revision of WIPO Standard ST.96 adopted by the Task Force at the first available session of the CWS.

Agenda Item 8:  Report on the preparation of a new WIPO standard on the presentation of nucleotide and amino acid sequence listings using eXtensible Markup Language (XML)

25. Discussions were based on document CWS/2/5, which contained a progress report on the work carried out by the SEQL Task Force, along with a roadmap, prepared by the SEQL Task Force Leader.  This concerned the preparation of a proposal on the presentation of nucleotide and amino acid sequence listings based on XML for adoption as a WIPO standard (tentatively named WIPO Standard ST.26).
26. In addition to the information provided in the Annex to document CWS/2/5, the SEQL Task Force Leader indicated that a new round of discussion was planned to be held in September 2012.  The SEQL Task Force Leader stated that the proposal on the new standard should be finalized by the end of October 2012.
27. The CWS noted the information provided in the working document, as well as the latest work plan and time frame information referred to by the Task Force Leader.
Agenda Item 9:  Proposal for the revision of WIPO Standard ST.14

28. Discussions were based on document CWS/2/6, which contained a proposal for the revision of WIPO Standard ST.14.
29. The CWS noted the two components of the proposal presented by the International Bureau.  One component of the proposal referred to the revision of paragraph 14 of WIPO Standard ST.14 with regard to some category codes to be placed next to any document (reference) cited in search reports.  The second component intended to consider the convenience of revising the recommendations for the identification of non‑patent literature citations in order to bring WIPO Standard ST.14 in line with the latest recommendations set out in International Standard ISO 690:2010 (Information and documentation – Guidelines for bibliographic references and citations to information resources).  With regard to the latter component, the CWS emphasized the importance of considering the increasing number of digital documents published on the Internet that are cited in search reports.
30. The CWS agreed to:
(a) create the following Task:  

“Revision of WIPO Standard ST.14:
(i) Prepare a proposal for the revision of category codes provided in paragraph 14 of WIPO Standard ST.14 taking into account comments and draft proposals stated in paragraphs 7 and 10 to 14 of document CWS/2/6.
(ii) Study the convenience of revising the recommendations for the identification of non‑patent literature citations in order to bring WIPO Standard ST.14 in line with the International Standard ISO 690:2010 (Information and documentation – Guidelines for bibliographic references and citations to information resources).  If the revision is considered convenient, prepare the corresponding proposal.”
(b) establish a Task Force to handle the Task;
(c) request the Task Force to present the proposal on the revision of WIPO Standard ST.14 in regard to the recommendations concerning category codes for consideration and approval by the CWS at its session to be held in 2013;
(d) request the Task Force to present, as far as possible, the results of the study, along with any eventual proposal, regarding the identification of cited non-patent-literature and ISO 690:2010, at the session of the CWS to be held in 2013;  if the Task Force is not able to finalize the proposal by that time, the Task Force Leader should present a progress report on the work done by the Task Force with regard to that component of the Task.
31. The CWS welcomed the offer of the International Bureau, which was designated as the Task Force Leader.
Agenda Item 10:  Oral report, by the Task Leader of the ST.36 Task Force, on the proposal for the revision of WIPO Standard ST.36

32. The ST.36 Task Force Leader informed the CWS that, since the last session of the CWS held in October 2010, the ST.36 Task Force had approved one Proposal For Revision (PFR), namely PFR ST.36/2010/001, regarding a search report modification to capture new data elements for supplementary search report.  The said PFR is reproduced as approved on the website of WIPO at http://www.wipo.int/cws/en/taskforce/st36/pfr-intro.html, and should be incorporated in the next release of WIPO Standard ST.36, which was provisionally scheduled for September 2012.
33. As advised by the CWS at its first session, the ST.36 Task Force postponed the pending discussion on the PFR ST.36/2009/007 (i.e., modifications to mark up correction or changes in patent documents) until the PCT and other IPOs resolve and harmonize their business rules for paragraph amendment.  The International Bureau informed the CWS that, as yet, there were no new proposals regarding the PFR ST36/2009/007 in relation to paragraph numbering for patent document amendment within the framework of the PCT.  In making its analysis of this proposal, the International Bureau concluded that it was not possible to address the question adequately in isolation.  Rather, it needed to be seen in the context of a practical end-to-end solution which worked for the PCT and could also be used in national processing if so desired.  The International Bureau had developed a proof-of-concept direct DOCX to ST.36 XML conversion process, which it believed should help to resolve the underlying problems.  This was being tested to ensure that the conversion process did not lose substantive information (or at least that contents which could not be reliably converted were reliably identified and warnings could be given in real time).  The next stage should be to test different processes for submitting and comparing amendments with original contents.
34. The CWS noted that issues regarding PCT forms, search report, written opinion, legal status and generic patent classification had been under consideration by some Task Force members and could become PFRs in the future.
35. The Delegation of the United States of America informed the CWS that its Office intended to make no further modifications to its national implementation of WIPO Standard ST.36, known as Red Book, resulting from future revisions of WIPO Standard ST.36.  The Delegation indicated that the Red Book should be retired only after exchange and dissemination products are migrated to WIPO Standard ST.96 in the future.
36. The CWS noted the oral report, by the Leader of the ST.36 Task Force, regarding the revision of WIPO Standard ST.36 and the activities carried out by the ST.36 Task Force.
Agenda Item 11:  Report by the Task Leader of the ST.66 Task Force on the revision of WIPO Standard ST.66

37. Discussions were based on document CWS/2/7, which contained a progress report, by the ST.66 Task Force Leader, on the revision of WIPO Standard ST.66 and other activities carried out by the Task Force.
38. The CWS noted that the ST.66 Task Force had approved the PFR ST.66/2010/001, which recommended image profiles specified in WIPO Standard ST.67 for trademark data, and that the Task Force had subsequently adopted the corresponding revision of WIPO Standard ST.66, version 1.2, in February 2012.

39. The CWS also noted that, taking into account the adoption of the new WIPO Standard ST.96 by the CWS at the present session, WIPO Standard ST.66 should in the future use ST.96 XML schemas for ST.3 codes and ISO country codes instead of updating its corresponding schemas.
Agenda Item 12:  Electronic management of the figurative elements of trademarks

40. Discussions were based on document CWS/2/8.  This document contained a proposal on the revision of WIPO Standard ST.67 and on the inclusion of certain entries related to digital image formats and color management in the Glossary of Terms concerning Industrial Property Information and Documentation (Glossary).  The document also presented other proposals regarding standardization of industrial property information.

The CWS adopted the revision of WIPO Standard ST.67 and the Glossary as reproduced in Annexes I and II to document CWS/2/8, respectively.
According to the decision taken by the former Standard and Documentation Working Group (SDWG) at its eleventh session (see paragraph 62 of document SDWG/11/14), Task No. 20 was considered completed and it was decided to remove it from the Task List of the CWS.

41. The CWS agreed to postpone any activity related to preparation of recommendations regarding images contained in patent and industrial design documents until completion of ongoing discussions on this matter carried out by the Meeting of International Authorities under the PCT and the PCT Working Group.

Following the discussions, the CWS agreed on the following actions aimed to a further development of standards in the field of trademark information:

(a) to create the following Task:
“Study the convenience of developing further standards in the trademark domain and prepare the corresponding proposal, including a description of the need and of the expected benefits for each new development, as well as a prioritization of the proposals.”
(b) to assign the said Task to the Trademark Standards Task Force;  and
(c) to request the Task Force to present the results of the study along with plans for further activities, for consideration by the CWS at its session to be held in 2013.
Agenda Item 13:  Information on the entry into national (regional) phase of published PCT international applications

42. Discussions were based on document CWS/2/9.

43. The CWS noted the status reports, provided by the European Patent Office (EPO) and the International Bureau, concerning the inclusion, in databases, of information about the entry, and, where applicable, the non‑entry, into the national (regional) phase of published PCT international applications (Task No. 23).  In addition to the information provided in Annex I to document CWS/2/9, the Representative of the EPO highlighted the importance of expanding the country coverage for the PCT national (regional) entry information and that there had not been further progress regarding the non-entry information since the last report in 2009.  The EPO also indicated that they were working on the development of XML DTD and schemas for legal status data.  When presenting the report reproduced in Annex II to document CWS/2/9, the representative of the International Bureau reiterated the need for further efforts to improve the coverage of information about the entry and non-entry into the PCT national (regional) phase.  The Delegation of China informed the CWS of its plan to increase its contribution to the availability of information about Chinese data in the near future.

44. The CWS expressed its recognition to the EPO and to the International Bureau for the progress made on Task No. 23, as well as to IPOs for providing their corresponding data.  The CWS emphasized the high importance of that information for patent information users and encouraged IPOs that did not yet provide their information to participate in this project.
Agenda Item 14:  Oral progress report, by the International Bureau, on the development of WIPOSTAD (WIPO Standards Administration Database)
45. The CWS noted the presentation made by the International Bureau, which provided background information on the WIPOSTAD project, as well as on the contents and functionalities currently implemented in the database.  The CWS also noted that a beta version of WIPOSTAD was available at http://www.wipo.int/wipostad/en/ for test purposes.  The International Bureau informed the CWS about its plans to:

· migrate the application to production version at the end of 2012, once the results of a functionality test carried out by the International Bureau are implemented;  and

· implement Annual Technical Reports and the Survey on use of WIPO Standards as new sections in WIPOSTAD Surveys.

46. Participants were encouraged to test the WIPOSTAD application and provide comments and feedback to the Secretariat at cws.mail@wipo.int.

Agenda Item 15:  Survey on the implementation and promotion of WIPO Standard ST.22

47. Discussions were based on document CWS/2/10, which contained  the results of the Survey on Implementation and Promotion of WIPO Standard ST.22.

48. The CWS noted that the Survey had been conducted on line in 2011 and that the received individual responses, along with the automatically collated results, were available in part “Surveys on IPO Practices” of WIPOSTAD.

49. The Survey results containing the summary of responses and the statistical information were presented for consideration by the CWS as the Annex to document CWS/2/10.  The Delegation of the Republic of Korea indicated that there was a mistake in the response provided by its Office:  the answer to Question 1 should be “yes”.  The Secretariat was requested to amend the individual response, collated results and the Survey report accordingly.

50. The Survey showed that optical character recognition was an important activity for IPOs and that recommendations provided by WIPO Standard ST.22 were reflected, directly or indirectly, in the application guidelines used by IPOs.  The Survey respondents did not provide any indication that WIPO Standard ST.22 should be revised.
The CWS noted the information provided in the Survey and approved its publication, as amended in paragraph 52, above, in WIPOSTAD.

Agenda Item 16:  Report, by the International Bureau, on the provision of technical advice and assistance for capacity building to industrial property offices in connection with the mandate of the CWS

51. The CWS noted the report (see document CWS/2/11), providing information on highlights of activities of the International Bureau related to providing technical advice and assistance to capacity building to IPOs undertaken during the year 2011 as requested by the WIPO General Assembly at its 40th session held in October 2011.  Document CWS/2/11 will serve as a basis of the relevant report to be presented to the WIPO General Assembly to be held in October 2012.
Agenda Item 17:  Consideration of the Tasks List of the Committee on WIPO Standards

52. Discussions were based on document CWS/2/12, which contained a List of Tasks to establish the work program of the CWS.  The CWS noted the List of Tasks reproduced in the Annex to the said document.
53. The CWS approved the List of Tasks, as presented in the Annex to document CWS/2/12, for its incorporation in the CWS work program once it is updated to reflect the agreements reached by the CWS at this second session.
54. After updating the information regarding the Tasks that had been discussed during the second session, including the decisions under this agenda item 17, the status of tasks was as follows:
(a)
Tasks considered completed at this session:
Task No. 20:
Discuss the issues related to digital image formats, as well as color management and online publication in the trademark domain as referred to in paragraph 5 of document SCIT/SDWG/11/9, and prepare a subsequent proposal.
(b)
Tasks on which work remains to be done:

Task No. 30:
Survey industrial property offices on application and priority application numbers used.

Task No. 37:
Carry out a survey on the use and implementation of WIPO Standard ST.22.

Task No. 41:
Prepare a proposal for Annexes V and VI of ST.96 for adoption by the CWS;  and ensure the necessary revisions and updates of WIPO Standard ST.96.
Task No. 44:
Prepare a recommendation on the presentation of nucleotide and amino acid sequence listings based on eXtensible Markup Language (XML) for adoption as a WIPO standard.  The proposal of the new WIPO standard should be presented along with a report on the impact of the said standard on the current WIPO Standard ST.25, including the proposed necessary changes to Standard ST.25.
(c)
Tasks to ensure continuous maintenance of WIPO Standards:

Task No. 38:
Ensure continuous revision and updating of WIPO Standard ST.36.

Task No. 39:
Ensure the necessary revisions and updates of WIPO Standard ST.66.

Task No. 42:
Ensure the necessary revisions and updates of WIPO Standard ST.86.
(d)
Tasks of continuing activity and/or information nature:

Task No. 18:
Identify areas for standardization relevant to the exchange of machine‑readable data on the basis of projects envisaged by such bodies as the Trilateral Offices, ISO, IEC and other well‑known industry standard‑setting bodies.

Task No. 23:
Monitor the inclusion, in databases, of information about the entry, and, where applicable, the non-entry into the national (regional) phase of published PCT international applications.

Task No. 24:
Collect and publish Annual Technical Reports (ATRs) on Patent, Trademark and Industrial Design Information Activities of the CWS Members (ATR/PI, ATR/TM, ATR/ID).

Task No. 26:
Report on activities regarding the migration of data from WIPO Handbook into WIPOSTAD (WIPO Standards Administration Database).

Task No. 33:
Ongoing revision of WIPO Standards.

Task No. 33/3:
Ongoing revision of WIPO Standard ST.3.

(e)
Tasks created at this session and on which work has not started:

Task No. 45:
Revision of WIPO Standard ST.14:

(i)
Prepare a proposal for the revision of category codes provided in paragraph 14 of WIPO Standard ST.14 taking into account comments and draft proposals stated in paragraphs 7 and 10 to 14 of document CWS/2/6.

(ii)
Study the convenience of revising the recommendations for the identification of non‑patent literature citations in order to bring WIPO Standard ST.14 in line with the International Standard ISO 690:2010 (Information and documentation – Guidelines for bibliographic references and citations to information resources).  If the revision is considered convenient, prepare the corresponding proposal.
Task No.46:
Study the convenience of developing further standards in the trademark domain and prepare the corresponding proposal, including a description of the need and of the expected benefits for each new development, as well as a prioritization of the proposals.
(f)
Task on which work has not started and is held in abeyance:

Task No. 43:
Prepare guidelines, for implementation by industrial property offices, regarding paragraph numbering, long paragraphs, and consistent rendering of patent documents.

Agenda Item 18:  Schedule of activities

55. It is expected that in autumn 2012 the Secretariat would be in a position to announce the exact dates for the third session of the CWS which would take place, preferably, in the first quarter of 2013.  This information would be conveyed by both CWS mail and on WIPO’s website, as soon as those dates are known.

Agenda Item 19:  Summary by the Chair
56. The CWS noted the Summary by the Chair that was prepared and distributed for information purposes.
Meetings of the CWS Task Forces

57. During this session, the following CWS Task Forces held informal meetings:  ST.10/C Task Force, Trademark Standards Task Force and XML4IP Task Force.  There was also a joint meeting of the four Task Forces dealing with XML-based WIPO Standards, namely ST.36, ST.66, ST.86 and XML4IP Task Forces.  The Task Force Leaders informed the CWS of the progress made regarding their respective tasks in the informal meetings.

Agenda Item 20:  Closing of the session
58. The meeting was closed by the Chair on May 4, 2012.
Adoption of the report of the session

59. This report was adopted by the participants to the second session of the CWS via a restricted e-forum.
[Annexes follow]

